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Case Summary 

  

 
Report Number:  17-50845     Investigators: Chips/Foote/Jauregui  

 

Subject: Attempted Murder of a Police Officer / Officer-Involved Shooting 

 

Date Occurred:  April 9, 2017 @ 6:36 a.m. 

 

Person Reported:  Anonymous 

 

Location: 100 block E. Ventura Street Santa Paula, CA  

 

Victim: Senior Officer Matt Alonzo - Santa Paula Police Department 

Suspect: Jose Rendon Gonzalez 

Background 

On 04-09-17, at about 0621 hours, the Santa Paula Police Department received an anonymous 

report of a suspicious subject in the 100 block of E. Ventura Street in the city of Santa Paula.  

The female reporting party stated a Hispanic male armed with a knife had charged at her 

vehicle as she drove on E. Ventura Street.  The reporting party described the male as 5’3”, with 

a thin build.  The male had a goatee and was wearing a gray shirt and blue jeans.  The female 

reporting party also stated the male had been loitering around the apartment complex while 

holding the knife. 

At about 0632 hours, Santa Paula Police Senior Officer Matt Alonzo, Officer John Coffelt, and 

Officer Frank Huerta were dispatched to the call.  The officers arrived on scene at about 0636 

Ventura County Sheriff’s Office 

Special Services – Major Crimes 
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was seated inside.  Upon seeing Gonzalez attempt to open the front and rear passenger door of 

his vehicle, Norwood exited, drew his firearm and pointed it at Gonzalez.  Norwood ordered 

Gonzalez to get on the ground.  Gonzalez stared at Norwood and did not respond to his order.  

Norwood stated he felt Gonzalez was either non-English speaking or under the influence of 

alcohol and/or drugs.  Several other SPPD officers, including Huerta, responded to assist 

Norwood.  Gonzalez was arrested for a violation of 10852 V.C.-Vehicle Tampering.  When asked 

why he tried to open the doors of the police vehicle, he replied it was a game.  Ultimately, the 

Ventura County District Attorney’s Office elected to not prosecute Gonzalez in this case. 

Mental Health History 

On 04-09-17, Major Crimes detectives obtained a search warrant for the Ventura County 

Medical Center for any medical records related to Gonzalez. A review of the records revealed 

on 01-20-17, Gonzalez admitted himself into the Hillmont Inpatient Psychiatric Unit.  Gonzalez 

told Hillmont staff he was experiencing auditory hallucinations commanding him to kill himself 

and/or kill others.  Gonzalez also told Hillmont staff he had attempted to commit suicide on at 

least two prior occasions.  Gonzalez told Hillmont staff one suicide attempt occurred 

approximately seven months ago when he jumped off the Santa Monica pier.  This suicide 

attempt resulted in his first inpatient psychiatric hospitalization in the city of Pasadena. 

Detectives contacted the Santa Monica Fire Department (SMFD) and confirmed SMFD 

personnel responded to a call on 06-03-16 of a subject, later identified as Gonzalez, who 

jumped off of the Santa Monica Pier.  This incident was documented under SMFD incident 

number SM829809.  On 08-30-17, Major Crimes detectives obtained a search warrant for SMFD 

for all documentation related to the incident.  A review of the received documents showed a 

911 call was received by SMFD dispatch at about 0235 hours.  The EMS report contained hand 

written notes which indicated Gonzalez attempted suicide by jumping off of the pier.  Gonzalez 

was found by Santa Monica Harbor Guard face down in the water unconscious and was 

rescued.  The notes indicated Gonzalez was alert and oriented at the time of SMFD arrival.  He 

was later transported to UCLA-Santa Monica Medical Center. 



Page 4 of 25 
 

Scene 

This incident occurred in the 100 block of East Ventura Street in the incorporated city of Santa 

Paula. In this area of Santa Paula, E. Ventura Street runs primarily east to west. From S. Palm 

Avenue, E. Ventura Street runs west and terminates in what appears to be a circular cul-de-sac. 

E. Ventura Street is primarily residential and is lined with multiple large and medium sized 

apartment complexes on the north and south sides. 

The entire scene was extensive due to multiple blood trails that extended from E. Ventura 

Street to S. Palm Avenue. The blood trails also extended into an apartment complex on private 

property on the north side of E. Ventura Street. The crime scene extended north from East 

Ventura Street onto a concrete driveway on private property at E. Ventura Street. This 

driveway provides access to E. Ventura Street for the addresses  and  E. 

Ventura Street.  and  E. Ventura Street are all detached buildings, each 

containing multiple apartments or condos. 

In the inner crime scene, the body of Gonzalez was on E. Ventura Street approximately 12 feet 

south of the north curb line of E. Ventura Street and approximately 315 feet west of the west 

curb line prolongation of S. Palm Avenue. He was lying on his back facing up. His head was 

pointing south and his feet pointing north. His left and right arms were at his sides on the 

ground with both hands close to his hips. There was a pool of blood under Gonzalez’s upper 

body. This pool of blood extended westward for about two feet. Gonzalez was covered in a 

white sheet and was not initially visible to the public. There were four 4"x4" white bandages 

around the body. Gonzales was approximately ten feet east of the back of Alonzo's patrol 

vehicle. 

Gonzalez was wearing dark blue denim pants, a green web or utility belt, white socks and a 

greyish shirt. Gonzalez was not wearing shoes. His pants were pulled up to his knees and there 

was a self-adhesive medical electrode pad on each calf. Gonzalez’s grey shirt was cut and pulled 

up over his head. It appeared the shirt was likely cut to accommodate lifesaving efforts. The 

shirt was soaked in blood. 
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Approximately three feet east of Gonzalez there was a black handcuff key. This key had blood 

on it. Next to the handcuff key, were a pair of blue latex gloves and a pair of black latex gloves. 

Approximately ten feet west of Gonzales was a pair of handcuffs and a metal folding knife. The 

handcuffs and folding knife had blood on them. 

Approximately three feet north of the rear passenger side wheel of the patrol unit was a large 

kitchen knife. The knife had a black handle and a metal blade. The knife had blood on it. 

Five spent .40 caliber cartridge casings were found approximately 10-12 feet south of 

Gonzalez’s body. An additional sixth casing was discovered under a vehicle parked along the 

south curb line of E. Ventura Street. 

Evidence 

Surveillance video footage 

During the investigation of this incident, detectives conducted a canvass of the area for video 

cameras.  It was discovered a video camera had been installed by SPPD at a city yard located on 

the northwest corner of the intersection of Palm Avenue and E. Ventura Street. At the time of 

this incident, the camera was pointed south and recorded a portion of E. Ventura Steet and the 

east alley of the apartment building at  E. Ventura Street. Footage covering the time period 

of this incident was obtained from SPPD by Major Crimes detectives. 

During a review of the video, Gonzalez is seen walking westbound on the north side of E. 

Ventura Street at about 0627 hours.  He crossed over the street to the south sidewalk and 

appeared to be looking around.  He walked a short distance southbound in the east alley of  

E. Ventura Street.  Gonzalez is seen carrying a shiny object in his right hand and continued to 

appear to be looking around for something or someone. 

At about 0628 hours, Gonzalez stopped walking and turned to his right (west).  At that point, 

the object in Gonzalez’s right hand was clearly visible and was confirmed to be a large kitchen 

knife.  Gonzalez then walked back to the south sidewalk of E. Ventura Street and walked 

eastbound out of the camera’s view.  He continued to appear to be looking around for 
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something or someone.  The first SPPD patrol unit is seen arriving in the camera at about 0636 

hours. 

Officer Body Worn Camera footage 

All three SPPD officers involved in this incident were wearing department-issued body worn 

cameras (BWC).  SPPD utilized BWC’s manufactured by Wolfcom at the time of this incident. 

Initial information received by detectives indicated Alonzo believed he had activated his BWC 

prior to the shooting and had recorded the entire incident.  When Alonzo’s BWC was 

downloaded, no such video was found.  It was believed the video may have been accidentally 

deleted through a malfunction within the BWC itself or through the related Wolfcom software 

used to download and store videos.  Through extensive analysis conducted by the Southern 

California High Tech Task Force, Alonzo’s camera was determined to have been operating 

properly and the incident was, in fact, not recorded.   

Sr. Ofc. Alonzo BWC: A review of the contents of the BWC worn by Alonzo revealed a video 

recorded shortly after the shooting took place. In this video, Alonzo can be seen initiating a 

phone call to a contact named  with his cell phone.  During the call, Alonzo is 

heard saying, “"Hey, I just shot and killed a guy. Yeah, he came at me with a knife. Outta 

nowhere. Yeah, crazy." Alonzo said it was a "paisita" and said, "Yeah, he was coming at me with 

the knife up (inaudible) drop the knife. And he wouldn't do it and, fricking running at me." 

Later in the video, Alonzo met with Huerta and they began to discuss sealing off the crime 

scene.  Coffelt approached them and Huerta pointed to handcuffs and a folding knife on the 

ground. Huerta told Coffelt the items were his.  Alonzo added that the cuff keys were his. 

Huerta instructed the officers to leave all evidence in its place.  

Ofc. Huerta BWC: A review of the contents of the BWC worn by Huerta revealed two videos 

that were recorded around the time of the incident.  One video was recorded moments after 

the shooting occurred.  The second video was a recording of a witness interview conducted by 

Huerta.   
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In the first video, Huerta approaches Alonzo and Coffelt on foot.  Alonzo is seen with his gun 

drawn and pointing at Gonzalez, who is lying on the ground.  Alonzo is standing approximately 

5-6 feet southeast of his patrol vehicle. Coffelt is standing approximately one foot to the rear of 

Alonzo's patrol vehicle closest to the passenger side. Coffelt is holding handcuffs which he 

attempts to secure to his gun belt. Gonzalez is lying face down on the ground approximately 4-5 

feet east of the rear of Alonzo's patrol vehicle. Gonzalez's body is oriented in roughly a 

north/south direction with his head being to the south. Gonzalez's hands are lying near his 

head. Gonzalez is wearing a grey shirt, blue jeans, and greyish socks with no shoes. 

Gonzalez is heard emitting a soft groan.  Huerta places handcuffs on Gonzalez beginning with 

his left wrist.  During the cuffing process, Gonzalez’s hands can be seen covered in blood.   

Huerta then begins to apply direct pressure to Gonzalez’s wounds.  Huerta attempts to cut 

Gonzalez’s shirt open with a silver folding knife.  He is able to cut through the shirt but cannot 

cut it completely open.  Huerta later appears to toss the knife a short distance away. 

As he is attempting to provide first aid, Huerta tells Gonzalez to breathe.  Rendon's mouth 

opens and his chest rises. His chest then falls and a moaning noise can be heard. 

Simultaneously, a large gush of blood can be seen flowing from Rendon's upper chest area 

toward his neck and left shoulder. 

At one point, Huerta is heard asking Alonzo how he is doing and if Alonzo is okay.  Alonzo 

acknowledges that he is “good” and says, “As soon as uh....as soon as he saw me he started 

rushing towards me, man. I came around the car and I...he got pretty close. He got within 

twelve feet or even less.” 

Shortly thereafter, Alonzo and Huerta check Gonzalez for additional weapons and then remove 

the handcuffs from him and place them on the ground nearby.  Fire and EMS personnel arrive a 

few minutes later. 

Ofc. Coffelt BWC: A review of the contents of the BWC worn by Coffelt revealed his camera was 

not activated at any point during the incident. 
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apartment turning on the radio and television and moving around a lot. At approximately 0600 

hours this morning, Gonzalez attacked another roommate for no reason. Gonzalez began 

punching the roommate while he was asleep in his bed.  said he pulled Gonzalez away 

from the roommate and he told him to stop. Gonzalez then walked over to the kitchen and 

grabbed a kitchen knife.  said Gonzalez walked toward him in a threatening manner and 

cornered  against the wall near the front door. Gonzalez swung the kitchen knife at 

 in a slashing motion, but never made contact with . Gonzalez then walked out of 

the front door and left the apartment. 

 said he and  watched Gonzalez from an apartment window which faces south 

toward E. Ventura Street.   said Gonzalez remained in the complex parking lot for a few 

minutes and was pacing up and down the driveway.  Gonzalez then headed toward E. Ventura 

Street and turned eastbound out of their view. 

When asked about how a blood trail could have led to the door of their apartment, 

speculated that Gonzalez may have cut his wrists with the knife on his way down the stairs 

when he left the apartment. 

 was later interviewed again by Det. Javier Chavez.  During the interview,  said he 

saw Gonzalez take two knives from the kitchen.  He described them both as being about 10” in 

total length.  One of the knives had a black handle and the other had a grayish handle. 

Prior to Det. Chavez’s interview, detectives had received information from a neighbor, 

, that Gonzalez had possibly fought with an unidentified male at the bottom of the stairs 

outside of the apartment and had possibly stabbed or attempted to stab the male.   said 

he did not see Gonzalez fight with anyone outside of the apartment. 

 told Chavez that approximately 15 minutes after Gonzalez left the apartment, he saw 

Gonzalez walking back and forth on E. Ventura Street.  He saw Gonzalez walk up the driveway 

toward the apartment, but stopped near a trash dumpster.  He saw Gonzalez walk back toward 

E. Ventura Street.  He said he saw Gonzalez approach the officer and saw him get to about ten 
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told detectives he was not inclined to have the officers provide a statement that day. Dawson 

said the officers would likely be available for an interview on Thursday, 04-13-17. 

Senior Officer Matt Alonzo 

Major Crimes detectives interviewed Alonzo on 04-13-17, at about 1615 hours, in a conference 

room at the Sheriff’s Special Services building in Camarillo.  Alonzo confirmed he had spoken 

with his legal counsel and agreed to provide detectives with a voluntary statement regarding 

the incident. 

Alonzo said on 04-09-17, he was assigned to work day shift patrol with Coffelt and Huerta.  

Since there was no sergeant on duty at that time, Alonzo was the acting shift supervisor.  

Alonzo began his shift briefing sometime between 0545 and 0600 hours.  Alonzo said there was 

a stolen vehicle report call pending at the time of the briefing that stemmed from a pursuit 

involving the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office.  Alonzo said Huerta was going to handle the 

stolen vehicle call. 

Alonzo said shortly after he was made aware of the stolen vehicle call, a dispatcher entered the 

briefing room and notified them of a call of a man with a knife on E. Ventura Street that was 

just received.   Alonzo said he remembered the dispatcher stated the man with the knife was 

“acting erratic in some way.”  Alonzo said he and the other officers got up and began to grab 

their bags.  Alonzo said he told Huerta to respond with them to the man with the knife call prior 

to the stolen vehicle call.  Alonzo said the dispatcher advised him there was a second reporting 

party who called about the male with the knife.  He said they hurried to get in their vehicles to 

respond to the call. 

Alonzo said he remembered he was advised by the dispatcher the male with the knife may have 

challenged somebody in a car.  Alonzo said typically when there are multiple callers reporting 

the same thing, it is a sign that the incident is “really happening.”  Alonzo said he quickly loaded 

his gear bag into his patrol vehicle and began to drive to E. Ventura Street. He said he drove fast 

but was not responding Code 3 (lights and siren).  He saw Coffelt and Huerta were both behind 

him in their patrol vehicles when he left the station parking lot. Alonzo said he was driving 

patrol unit #421, which he described as a Chevrolet Tahoe.  
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When asked what he was thinking while responding to the call, Alonzo said, “I just had a 

feeling, like this call was going to be pretty real, and uh...just to, just to have a... you 

know...heightened awareness, like a really heightened awareness of what was going on.”  

When asked if he would share why he felt the call was going to be a legitimate one, he said he 

didn’t know and he “just felt that way.” 

Alonzo said the address for the call was  E. Ventura Street.  He said when he arrived and 

turned onto westbound E. Ventura Street from S. Palm Avenue, he knew the address would be 

immediately on his left.  He said he looked down a driveway next to  E. Ventura Street and 

didn’t see anyone matching the description of the male.  He continued to drive slowly 

westbound on E. Ventura Street in order to go around to the rear of the building at  E. 

Ventura Street.  Alonzo said, “So in between that time, I passed...on my right, the location of 

where I saw the suspect in that long driveway, I don't know the address right now. But uh...so I 

slowed down, I'm creeping, I pull up, I'm looking to my right, then I see the suspect about 

halfway down the driveway and he's wearing a tee shirt and blue jeans and he's got a big knife 

in his hand." 

Alonzo said it was daylight when he first saw the suspect (Gonzalez) about halfway down the 

long driveway.  He said he immediately knew it was the suspect from the call.  Alonzo was 

asked to describe Gonzalez’s actions upon first seeing him.  Alonzo replied, “He was walking 

from east to west in the driveway and then he turned and looked right at me, and right when 

he looked right at me, he started running towards me.”  Alonzo was asked to describe the knife 

he saw Gonzalez holding.  He said, “A big knife, big blade on it, and I remember thinking, that's 

a big knife.”  Alonzo described how Gonzalez was holding the knife by the handle in his right 

hand. Alonzo, using his right hand, demonstrated how Gonzalez was holding the knife when he 

first saw him. Alonzo's right arm (from his shoulder to his elbow) was down at the side of his 

torso, parallel with his body; his forearm (from his elbow to his fist) was extended outward 

perpendicular to his body; thus the crook of his elbow made a near perfect 90 degree angle. He 

simulated holding an object tightly in the palm of his hand, causing his fingers to ball up into a 

fist. Alonzo described how the sharp point of Gonzalez’s knife was pointing downward toward 
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the ground.  Alonzo reiterated that he thought to himself “that’s a big knife” when he saw the 

knife. 

Alonzo said he did not hear Gonzalez say anything throughout this incident.  Alonzo said he 

stopped his patrol vehicle when he first saw Gonzalez.  When Gonzalez began to run toward 

him, Alonzo got out of his vehicle, removed his weapon from his holster, and moved around the 

back side of his patrol vehicle.  Alonzo said he remembered seeing Coffelt’s patrol vehicle 

arriving at this point.  As he was moving to the rear of his vehicle, Alonzo said he could not see 

Gonzalez.  When asked to explain what he did next, Alonzo said, “So I come around the 

backside of my car, I look up and he's in a full sprint coming straight for me, and he's in a sprint, 

and he's got that knife over his head and he's running with it like that, right at me.” 

Alonzo then demonstrated how Gonzalez held the knife while he was sprinting toward him.  

Alonzo held his right hand out in front of his body making a fist. His right arm {from his shoulder 

to his elbow} was extended straight out perpendicular from his body; thus, the crook of his 

armpit created a near perfect 90 degree angle between his triceps and his torso. His right arm 

{from his elbow to his fist} was pointing straight up in the air; thus creating a near perfect 90 

degree angle from between his forearm and bicep area. To further describe his fist; his thumb 

was positioned closest to his face and the pad of his fist, where his pinky finger was, was 

furthest away from his face.  He said Gonzalez’s fist was roughly level with Gonzalez’s head 

when he held the knife in this position.  Alonzo said the blade of the knife was pointed away 

from Gonzalez and toward Alonzo’s direction.  

Alonzo estimated that when he arrived at the rear of his patrol car, Gonzalez had closed to 

within “fifteen to twenty feet” of him.  He stated, “I was like, man this guy's coming to kill me, 

he had the knife over his head, you know, so I started shouting at him, 'drop the knife - drop 

the knife' and uh...he didn't comply.”  Alonzo said he remembered yelling at Gonzalez to drop 

the knife “two to three times” in English but Gonzalez did not comply. 

Alonzo was asked to explain when he first pointed his gun at Gonzalez.  He explained he 

pointed his weapon at about the same time he came around the back of his patrol vehicle.   He 

said he was watching Gonzalez run toward him simultaneously with pointing his weapon at 
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Gonzalez.  Alonzo was asked what happened next and he replied, “He didn't comply with my 

orders and I began to fire my weapon at him."  When asked what was going through his mind 

just before he made the decision to fire he said, “He's gonna try to kill me with that knife, yeah. 

He had no...he had no deviation of where he was com...going, he was going straight for me.”  

Alonzo said he remembered firing six rounds in quick succession and aimed “center mass” at 

Gonzalez.  He added, “Yeah cause he was, he was closing on me quick, and so I fired until he hit 

the deck and the threat was over and that's when I stopped firing.”  Alonzo explained he began 

to back up as he was firing due to Gonzalez’s rapid rate of approach. 

Alonzo said it appeared to him that Gonzalez’s legs buckled and he fell to the ground head first.  

He said as Gonzalez fell forward toward the ground, he let go of the knife.  He said the knife 

landed within inches of Gonzalez’s right hand on the ground.  Alonzo said he did not see 

Gonzalez make any further movements once he landed on the ground.   

Alonzo said shortly thereafter, he became aware of Coffelt’s and Huerta’s presence.  He saw 

Coffelt walk up to Gonzalez and kick the knife away from him.  Alonzo said he then notified 

police dispatch of the shooting and requested fire and EMS personnel to respond.  He saw 

Huerta walk up to Gonzalez and handcuff him.  Alonzo said he holstered his firearm once 

Gonzalez was handcuffed. 

Alonzo said he conducted a search of Gonzalez’s person for any other weapons but found none.  

Alonzo said he then removed the handcuffs from Gonzalez and went to retrieve his medical 

bag.  He said he and Huerta then began to render first aid to Gonzalez by applying direct 

pressure to visible wounds on Gonzalez.  He said shortly thereafter he was relieved by EMS 

personnel who had arrived on scene.  He then directed his attention toward securing the scene 

and making the proper notifications. 

Alonzo confirmed he was wearing a body worn camera (BWC) at the time of this incident.  He 

said he thought he had activated it when he arrived in his patrol vehicle and turned onto E. 

Ventura Street.  At the time of his interview, Alonzo was made aware that he, in fact, had not 

activated his BWC prior to the incident. 
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Alonzo was asked about other force options he had available to him at the time of this incident.  

He said, in addition to his firearm, he was equipped with a Taser and baton.  Alonzo was asked 

why he did not choose to use any other force option and he replied, “I was in an immediate 

lethal situation.”  Alonzo was asked if he felt there was any other option other than to use 

deadly force at that moment and he replied, “None, no.”  Alonzo was asked what he thought 

would have happened had he not fired his weapon at Gonzalez.  He said, “I would have been 

stabbed, probably killed…yeah.” 

Officer John Coffelt 

Major Crimes detectives interviewed Coffelt on 04-13-17, at about 1305 hours, in a conference 

room at the Sheriff’s Special Services building in Camarillo.  Coffelt confirmed he had spoken 

with his legal counsel and agreed to provide detectives with a voluntary statement regarding 

the incident. 

Coffelt said on 04-09-17, he was assigned to work patrol with Alonzo and Huerta.  He said his 

shift began at about 0545 hours and he arrived at work at about 0525 hours.  Coffelt said 

Alonzo gave the shift briefing that morning and assigned Coffelt his beat. 

Coffelt said at about 0600 hours, the dispatcher came into the briefing room and told them 

there were two calls pending.  One call was a stolen vehicle report related to an earlier vehicle 

pursuit with the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office.  The second call was a subject disturbing with a 

knife in the 100 block of E. Ventura Street.  Coffelt said he remembered that the dispatcher said 

a female reporting party had called and said a male had chased her car with a knife.  Coffelt said 

the reporting party said she was concerned for other people in the apartment complex. 

Coffelt said Alonzo told Huerta to handle the stolen vehicle report call while Alonzo and Coffelt 

went to handle the man with a knife call.  Coffelt said he loaded his equipment into his patrol 

vehicle and saw Alonzo driving out of the station parking lot shortly thereafter.  Coffelt followed 

Alonzo to the call.  While driving to the call, he saw Huerta was following behind him. 

Coffelt said Alonzo was a “couple hundred” yards ahead of him and Alonzo arrived in the area 

of the call slightly before him.  Coffelt said Huerta was closer to him (Coffelt) and he explained 
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how he went “10-97” (police code for arrival on scene) over the radio for both himself and 

Huerta less than five seconds after Alonzo advised he was 10-97.  Coffelt estimated they arrived 

on scene at around 0630 hours and confirmed it was daylight at that time. 

Coffelt said he saw Alonzo’s patrol vehicle driving slowly westbound on E. Ventura Street and 

“obviously just looking.”  Coffelt said he was traveling right behind Alonzo’s vehicle.  He saw 

Alonzo bring his vehicle to a stop and Coffelt said he did not know why.  He then saw Alonzo 

exit his patrol vehicle.  Coffelt said he stopped his patrol vehicle also and estimated he was 

about one and a half car lengths away from Alonzo’s vehicle.  Coffelt said he saw Huerta had 

turned his patrol vehicle southbound into an alley of the Lobero Condo complex. 

Coffelt said he remained seated in his vehicle for a moment to see what was going on.  Coffelt 

said he saw Alonzo gesture toward an alley to the north of his vehicle.  Coffelt said he was able 

to interpret Alonzo’s movements as a sign that he saw the subject with the knife north of their 

location.  Coffelt said he got out of his vehicle and saw that Alonzo had drawn his firearm.  

Coffelt said he decided to take his Taser out and said he “went less lethal.”  Coffelt said he 

could not see anyone else around other than him and Alonzo. 

Coffelt said he started to walk toward the front of his patrol vehicle while looking to the north.  

He said he still could not see anyone at that point. He said he then heard Alonzo shout “drop 

the knife” in English at least twice. Coffelt said, “And then all of a sudden, I see a person, 

Hispanic male, running what to me is a sprint, with a knife over his head, directly at what I 

would assume is Officer Alonzo's direction, at a full speed and all I saw was that knife. I wanna 

describe him running it kind of looked like uh...like the way Forest Gump would run full speed, 

but with a knife over his head and his head just lookin' straight ahead, like as at um...I would 

assume he's, he was looking at Officer Alonzo.” 

When asked to further describe where he first saw the suspect (Gonzalez) come from, Coffelt 

explained there was a wall located on the north side of E. Ventura Street.  He explained from 

where he was initially positioned, the wall blocked his view of the driveway where Alonzo had 

gestured.  Coffelt said he wasn’t able to see Gonzalez until Gonzalez had emerged from beyond 
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the edge of the wall.  Coffelt said at that point, Gonzalez was already at the sidewalk and was 

running southbound at full speed. 

Coffelt said upon seeing Gonzalez, he “zeroed in” on the knife Gonzalez was holding.  Coffelt 

explained Gonzalez held the knife in his right hand about level with his head.  Coffelt said he 

saw the knife’s handle was enclosed in Gonzalez’s fist and Coffelt could clearly see the shiny 

metallic portion of the “long blade” protruding out in front of Gonzalez’s fist.  He said he saw 

the knife was pointing toward Alonzo. 

Coffelt said he brought his Taser up with both hands and was beginning to aim it at Gonzalez. 

He said he then heard what sounded like four to six gunshots.  Coffelt said he did not see 

Alonzo fire his weapon and explained how their positioning prevented him from having a direct 

line of sight of Alonzo. 

Coffelt said as he heard the shots being fired, he saw Gonzalez fall to the ground face first.  

Coffelt explained when Gonzalez fell to the ground the knife landed very close to Gonzalez’s 

right hand.  Coffelt said he saw Gonzalez moving around on the ground and said it appeared 

Gonzalez may have been trying to grab the knife.  Coffelt said he told Alonzo to “cover him” and 

he kicked the knife away from Gonzalez. 

Coffelt said he told Alonzo he was going to handcuff Gonzalez. Coffelt said he then holstered his 

Taser and began to put on latex gloves.  He saw Huerta approaching and Huerta said he would 

handle handcuffing Gonzalez.  Coffelt said he saw Huerta handcuff Gonzalez and then heard 

Huerta and Alonzo discuss providing first aid to Gonzalez.  Coffelt said he repositioned his 

vehicle to block traffic in order to protect the scene. 

Coffelt was asked what was going through his mind while this incident was occurring.  He 

explained he felt shocked at how fast the incident happened and felt that Gonzalez was going 

to kill Alonzo.  Coffelt confirmed he did not capture any portion of the incident on his BWC. 

Coffelt was asked if he felt Gonzalez was within the effective range of his Taser when he began 

to aim at Gonzalez.  Coffelt said Gonzalez was within range, but added it would have been a 

difficult shot because Gonzalez was a “running target” and Coffelt was at an angle to Gonzalez.  
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Coffelt was asked what he would have done if he had his firearm in his hand.  Coffelt said he 

thought he would have shot at Gonzalez.  He explained this decision would have been based on 

the fact Gonzalez was running at a high rate of speed right at Alonzo and Coffelt saw Gonzalez 

was armed with a knife.  He decribed Gonzalez as a “deadly threat” and said it was obvious to 

him Gonzalez’s intent was to try to hurt one them. 

Officer Frank Huerta 

Major Crimes detectives interviewed Huerta on 04-13-17, at about 1435 hours, in a conference 

room at the Sheriff’s Special Services building in Camarillo.  Huerta confirmed he had spoken 

with his legal counsel and agreed to provide detectives with a voluntary statement regarding 

the incident. 

Huerta said he was assigned to work patrol on 04-09-17 with Alonzo and Coffelt.  He said his 

shift began at about 0545 hours and he had arrived at the station at about 0530 hours.  He said 

Alonzo conducted the shift briefing for this shift.  During briefing, Huerta said the dispatcher 

came into the room and notified officers of two pending calls for service.  One of the calls was a 

stolen vehicle call and the other was a man with a knife call in the 100 block of E. Ventura 

Street. Huerta said he was initially going to handle the stolen vehicle call but was told by Alonzo 

to respond to the man with a knife call. 

Huerta said he followed Alonzo and Coffelt to the location of the call.  When they arrived, 

Huerta said he asked over the police radio for the suspect’s (Gonzalez) last known location.  He 

said he was advised by the dispatcher the last known location was in the alley at  E. Ventura 

Street.  Huerta said he saw Alonzo and Coffelt begin to drive westbound on E. Ventura Street 

and they passed by  E. Ventura Street.  Huerta said he turned left and drove southbound in 

the alley of E. Ventura Street looking for Gonzalez. 

Huerta said as he was checking the alley, he heard multiple shots fired in rapid succession.  He 

said he thought the shots came from north of his location.  After hearing the shots fired, Huerta 

heard Alonzo transmit on the police radio “shots fired - shots fired.” 



Page 22 of 25 
 

Huerta said he reversed out of the alley onto E. Ventura Street. He said he began to drive 

westbound on E. Ventura Street and saw Alonzo and Coffelt in the street in front of him.  

Huerta said he saw Gonzalez lying face down on the ground.  He saw Alonzo was standing near 

the driver’s side of his patrol vehicle and had Gonzalez at gunpoint.  He saw Coffelt standing on 

the opposite of Alonzo’s patrol vehicle. 

Huerta said he put on latex gloves, handcuffed Gonzalez, and then started providing first aid to 

him.  Prior to placing handcuffs on Gonzalez, Huerta noticed a large kitchen knife lying on the 

ground near Coffelt.  Huerta said he could not remember seeing Gonzalez move at that time, 

but did recall hearing agonal breathing coming from Gonzalez.   He then asked Alonzo to 

retrieve a first aid kit. 

Huerta said he retrieved his knife and attempted to cut Gonzalez’s shirt.  He said he was unable 

to completely cut the shirt with his knife, so he discarded it and lifted Gonzalez’s shirt up 

toward his neck.  He said he used a cloth Alonzo gave him to apply pressure to a wound on 

Gonzalez’s chest.  He ultimately stopped rendering aid when he saw Gonzalez stop breathing 

and noticed he was no longer bleeding. 

Huerta was asked if he recognized Gonzalez and he said he did, but did not know him by name.  

He explained he had seen Gonzalez before.  He explained he has been an officer with the Santa 

Paula Police Department for over eleven years and has made contact with many people.  He 

said he often can recognize a person he has contacted in the past but won’t always remember 

why or where he contacted the person.  He stated he was sure he had contacted Gonzalez in 

the past but could not remember when. 

Huerta confirmed he activated his BWC while he was still in his patrol car as he was 

approaching Alonzo’s and Coffelt’s location shortly after the shooting took place.  He was 

unsure of when he stopped the recording. 
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Autopsy 

An autopsy of Gonzalez was conducted on 04-12-17, at about 0930 hours, by Dr. Manny 

Montez of the Santa Barbara County Sheriff-Coroner Bureau located at 66 S. San Antonio Road 

in Santa Barbara.  During the external examination of Gonzalez’s body, Dr. Montez found five 

gunshot wounds and multiple sharp force and blunt force injuries present.  He noted there was 

no powder residue present in any of the wound pathways.  For ease of reference, Dr. Montez 

labeled the wounds A-E, however, these wounds were labeled arbitrarily and there was no 

sequence implied by the order of the labeling. 

Gunshot Wounds 

Wound A was described as a penetrating gunshot wound of the chest and abdomen.  The 

wound pathway was described as: front to back, downward, slightly right to left.  A medium 

caliber, jacketed, deformed bullet was recovered in Gonzalez’s abdomen. 

Wound B was described as a penetrating gunshot wound of the abdomen.  The pathway was 

described as: front to back, downward, and slightly right to left.  A medium caliber, jacketed, 

deformed bullet was recovered in the area of Gonzalez’s right lower back. 

Wound C was described as a penetrating gunshot wound of the left shoulder and chest. The 

pathway was described as: front to back, downward, and left to right.  A medium caliber, 

jacketed, deformed bullet was recovered in the area of Gonzalez’s left upper to mid back. 

Wound D was described as a perforating gunshot wound of the right upper back.  The pathway 

was described as: left to right and downward.  Dr. Montez noted after perforating the skin, the 

bullet created a subcutaneous wound pathway through the right upper back, before creating 

two separate and distinct exit wounds.  A small, metallic jacket fragment was recovered. 

Wound E was described as a perforating gunshot wound of the left thigh.  The pathway was 

described as: front to back, upward, and slightly right to left. The bullet perforated the 

musculature of the left thigh and the femur, before exiting about 23” above the left heel and 6 

½” left of midline. 
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Sharp Force Injuries 

Dr. Montez noted the following incised wounds on Gonzalez: 

1. A 1 ¼” horizontal linear extremely superficial wound over the left chest. 

2. Multiple horizontal overlapping superficial wounds around the right wrist in a 4” x 1” 

band-like area. Dr. Montez found an internal examination of the wrist revealed no 

injuries to major tendons or blood vessels. 

3. Multiple horizontal overlapping superficial wounds around the left wrist in a 5” x 1” 

band-like area. The largest wound is 1 ½” long and showed a depth of 1/8”. Dr. Montez 

found an internal examination of the wrist revealed no injuries to major tendons or 

blood vessels. 

At the time of the autopsy, Dr. Montez was asked by detectives if he had an opinion as to 

Gonzalez’s ability to hold a knife after sustaining the sharp force wounds to his wrists.  Dr. 

Montez said there was no damage to the tendons caused by these injuries and he believed 

Gonzalez would have been able to hold a knife despite these wounds. 

Blunt Force Injuries 

Dr. Montez noted the following blunt force injuries on Gonzalez: 

1. A ¾” faint abrasion over the left cheek. 

2. A ¼” faint pink contusion over the front of the right forearm. 

3. A ¾” interrupted abrasion over the right elbow. 

4. A 1” pink contusion over the medial right elbow. 

5. A 1” pink contusion over the lateral right elbow. 

6. A 1 ¼” faint pink contusion over the left elbow. 

7. A ½” faint abrasion over the left knee. 

8. A ½” faint abrasion over the top of the left foot near the great toe. 

A post mortem blood toxicology test showed positive for caffeine and Olanzapine.  Olanzapine 

is an antipsychotic medication commonly sold under the brand name of Zyprexa. 

Based on the results of the autopsy, Dr. Montez determined the cause of death was multiple 

gunshot wounds. 
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Conclusion 

Based on the circumstances surrounding this incident and information obtained through the 

subsequent investigation, it is believed Jose Rendon Gonzalez intended to kill or seriously harm 

Senior Officer Matt Alonzo or any other officer present when he sprinted toward Alonzo with a 

large kitchen knife raised to the height of his head.  It is believed that Gonzalez had a history of 

mental health issues likely brought about or compounded by his abuse of alcohol.  It is believed 

these mental health issues contributed to his homicidal and potential suicidal ideations at the 

time of this incident.  It is believed Gonzalez showed the propensity for violence toward 

another at the time of this incident due to the unprovoked attack of his roommate and a 

possible second, as of yet unidentified victim, just prior to this incident.  It is believed Gonzalez 

was roaming the neighborhood prior to police arrival looking for someone to assault with the 

knife and posed a serious deadly threat to the public at large.  It is believed that based on the 

known circumstances of the call for service and upon seeing Gonzalez armed with a large knife, 

the reasonable and appropriate response by Alonzo would be to forgo all other force options 

and to draw his firearm.  Based on the rapid rate of approach of Gonzalez, the fact he refused 

to comply with orders to drop the knife, and there was another officer (Coffelt) present who 

could not see Gonzalez rapidly approaching, it is believed that Alonzo had no other choice but 

to discharge his weapon at Gonzalez to stop Gonzalez’s imminent threat. 

It is my opinion that Senior Officer Alonzo was justified in the killing of Jose Gonzalez based on 

his own self-defense, the defense of Officer Coffelt, and for the protection of any members of 

the public who may have been present at the time.   I recommend no charges be brought 

against Senior Officer Alonzo or anyone else involved in this incident by the Ventura County 

District Attorney’s Office. 
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I asked the RP to describe what she meant by stating the male "rushed" toward her car. The RP said, "He ran
toward the car, but it seemed like he was just running. I don't know what his intentions were, but he ran toward
our car." This action made the RP "panic" and she began to "shake" out of fear.

The RP called 911 to report a man with a knife as her sister drove away east on Ventura Street. The RP did not
see the expression on the male's face as he "ran" toward her vehicle, and could not estimate how close the male
was to her vehicle when he ran toward the vehicle. The RP did not hear this male yell or say anything, and had
nothing further to offer.

The RP was not willing to provide me with her sister's information. I left my contact information with the RP and
requested the RP have her sister contact me. At the time of this report, I have had no further contact with the RP
or her sister.

Although the RP was unaware of directions in relation to Ventura Street, I was able to use investigative recourses
to determine the apartment complex the RP resides is located on the south side of Ventura Street. By the RP
exiting the driveway of her apartment complex and turning "right," the RP's direction of travel would have
likely been east on Ventura Street.

A digital recording of this phone call was booked as evidence.
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We did not locate the knife or any other evidence.
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TAG #

2
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

GSR KIT

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

SANTA PAULA P.D.

OWNER

FROM OFFICER ALONZO'S HANDS
RELATED TO

1
ITEM

GSR KIT
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

5
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

MAGAZINE FROM GUN WITH NINE LIVE CARTRIDGES

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

SANTA PAULA P.D.

OWNER

FROM OFFICER ALONZO'S GUN
RELATED TO

1
ITEM

MAGAZINE FROM GUN WITH NINE LIVE
VALUE QUANTITY RECOVERED

TAG #

6
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

2 GUN MAGAZINES AND 30 LIVE CARTRIDGES

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

SANTA PAULA P.D.

OWNER

FROM OFFICER ALONZO'S DUTY BELT
RELATED TO

1
ITEM

2 GUN MAGAZINES AND 30 LIVE CART
VALUE QUANTITY RECOVERED

TAG #

7
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

OFFICERS DUTY BELT

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

SANTA PAULA P.D.

OWNER

FROM OFFICER ALONZO
RELATED TO

1
ITEM

OFFICERS DUTY BELT
VALUE QUANTITY RECOVERED

TAG #

8
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

2 CD'S OF BODY CAMERA FOOTAGE

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

SANTA PAULA P.D.

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

2 CD'S OF BODY CAMERA FOOTAGE
VALUE QUANTITY RECOVERED

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE 

L17-02491

NOTIFICATION AND RESPONSE
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- Fifteen-round magazine removed from duty weapon and nine cartridges removed from magazine

- Two fifteen-round magazines removed from duty belt and thirty cartridges removed from the magazines

- Duty belt to include five belt keepers, double magazine pouch, double handcuff case with two sets of handcuffs,
Taser holster, gun holster, radio holster, and baton holster with expandable baton

I also received the following from Sgt. Madison of the Santa Paula Police Department:

- Body camera worn by Senior Officer Alonzo during the incident

- Two compact discs of involved officer's body camera footage

Upon returning to the initial scene location, I released the body camera worn by Senior Officer Alonzo to
Detective Zadeh of the Ventura County Sheriff's High Tech Task Force.

COMPLETION

I downloaded 239 images into the Ventura County Sheriff's Imaging Storage Server. I released all items collected
to the Ventura County Sheriff's Property Room.

L17-02491
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OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

10 PRINT CARD
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

705
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

FTA CARD FROM JOSE RENDON

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

FTA CARD
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

706
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

BULLET FRAGMENT FROM RIGHT SHOULDER

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

BULLET FRAGMENT
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

707
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

BULLET FROM LEFT UPPER BACK

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

BULLET FROM LEFT UPPER BACK
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

708
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

BULLET FROM RIGHT LOWER BACK

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

BULLET FROM RIGHT LOWER BACK
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

709
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

BULLET FROM RIGHT PELVIS

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

BULLET FROM RIGHT PELVIS
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

TAG #

710
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

SWABS FROM LEFT AND RIGHT HANDS

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

SWABS FROM HANDS
VALUE QUANTITY

6
RECOVERED
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  REPORTING OFFICER / I.D. # - ORG. UNIT - SUBMIT DATE / TIME 

 CHIPS, RONALD (3392) / Special Services Major Crimes - 05-22-2017 / 1501

  APPROVED BY / ID # - APPROVED DATE / TIME

 LOPEZ, JOSE / 2342 - 05/22/2017 / 1501

  DATE REPORTED

 04-19-2017 

Do Not Duplicate
Ventura County Sheriff's Office - Official Copy

Issued to:________________
Issued by:________________
Issued date:______________

revision:3/13/17

LOCATION BOOKED PROPERTY ADDRESS

VENTURA PROPERTY ROOM,

TAG #

540
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

DIGITAL PHOTOS OF SCENE TAKEN BY OFC. COFFELT

DATE RECOVERED#

04-19-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

100 BLK E. VENTURA STREET SANTA PAULA

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

DIGITAL PHOTOS
VALUE QUANTITY

64
RECOVERED

TAG #

541
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

MEMORY CARD CONTAINING DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS

DATE RECOVERED#

04-19-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

5177 CAMINO RUIZ CAMARILLO

OWNER

SANTA PAULA POLICE DEPARTMENT
RELATED TO

1
ITEM

SANDISK MEMORY CARD
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE 

17-50845

Retrieval of camera memory card from Ofc. John Coffelt

On 04-09-17, I was working as a detective sergeant for the Sheriff's Major Crimes Bureau. I responded to the 100
block of E. Ventura Street in Santa Paula in reference to a fatal officer-involved shooting. The Santa Paula Police
Department had requested the Sheriff's Office take over the investigation of the shooting and I was assigned as
the case agent. On 04-13-17, all Santa Paula Police officers were interviewed by Major Crimes detectives. Refer to
supplemental reports for complete details of the interviews.

During the interview of Officer John Coffelt, he stated that just after the shooting, he took several digital
photographs of the scene with his department issued camera. Coffelt agreed to turn over the memory card in his
camera to Major Crimes investigators.

On 04-19-17, Detective Sergeant Dean Worthy told me he had spoken with attorney Andrew Dawson, Coffelt's
legal representation. Dawson told Sgt. Worthy that Coffelt would bring the memory card to the Sheriff's Special
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Services building in Camarillo. At about 1400 hours, I met with Coffelt in the lobby of the building and he turned
the memory card over to me.

I downloaded 64 photos from the memory card and reviewed them. I confirmed that they appeared to be
the photos Coffelt took of the scene shortly after the incident. I uploaded the photos to the Sheriff's Photolab
database via the LEPARD system. I also booked the memory card as evidence.
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  REPORTING OFFICER / I.D. # - ORG. UNIT - SUBMIT DATE / TIME 

 CHIPS, RONALD (3392) / Special Services Major Crimes - 05-22-2017 / 1511

  APPROVED BY / ID # - APPROVED DATE / TIME

 LOPEZ, JOSE / 2342 - 05/22/2017 / 1511

  DATE REPORTED

 04-20-2017 

Do Not Duplicate
Ventura County Sheriff's Office - Official Copy

Issued to:________________
Issued by:________________
Issued date:______________

revision:3/13/17

INVOLVED PERSONS

ROLE

 WITNESS - #1
NAME - LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE (ALIAS/MONIKER)

HUERTA , FRANK  
RACE

HISPANIC
GENDER

M
AGE D.O.B.

HEIGHT WEIGHT HAIR EYE DRIVER'S LICENSE/STATE

/

ADDRESS

214 S. 10TH STREET   , SANTA PAULA , CA , 93060-
HOME PHONE MOBILE PHONE

OCCUPATION

POLICE OFFICER
EMPLOYER

SANTA PAULA
POLICE

EMPLOYER ADDRESS BUSINESS PHONE

LOCATION BOOKED PROPERTY ADDRESS

VENTURA PROPERTY ROOM,

TAG #

378
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

NOTES WRITTEN ON PAPER

DATE RECOVERED#

04-20-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

214 S. 10TH STREET SANTA PAULA, CA

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

SHEETS OF NOTEPAPER W/ OFC. NOTE
VALUE QUANTITY

3
RECOVERED

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE 

17-50845

Retrieval of notes written by SPPD Officer Frank Huerta

On 04-09-17, I was working as a detective sergeant for the Sheriff's Major Crimes Bureau. I responded to the 100
block of E. Ventura Street in Santa Paula in reference to a fatal officer-involved shooting. The Santa Paula Police
Department had requested the Sheriff's Office take over the investigation of the shooting and I was assigned as
the case agent. During the investigation, it was discovered that Officer Frank Huerta captured a portion of the
incident on body-worn camera.

I reviewed the footage from Huerta's camera and found that he had recorded notes on a handheld notebook just
after the shooting incident. The notes appeared to be related to the recording of the names of on-scene fire and
paramedic personnel and time of death of Rendon.
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On 04-19-17, I spoke with Det. Sgt. Dean Worthy who told me he had spoken with Huerta's legal counsel, Andrew
Dawson. Sgt. Worthy told me that he had requested Dawson speak to Huerta about turning over his notes as
evidence. Sgt. Worthy told me that Dawson called him back and said that Huerta would be available on 04-20-17
and would turn over his notes.

On 04-20-17, at about 1200 hours, I met with Huerta at the Santa Paula Police station. Huerta provided me with
three small sheets of paper from his spiral notebook. Huerta confirmed that the sheets contained the names of
medical personnel who were on scene and the time that Rendon was pronounced deceased. Huerta also explained
that the sheets contained the name of a male subject he contacted after the incident who was possibly a witness
to the incident. Huerta said that this subject was the person depicted in a second video he recorded with his
body-worn camera. Huerta told me that the sheets also contained information from unrelated calls for service. I
allowed Huerta to make a photocopy of the unrelated notes.

I viewed the notes and confirmed the names were consistent with Santa Paula Fire and American Medical
Response personnel who were on scene. I booked the notes as evidence.
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  REPORTING OFFICER / I.D. # - ORG. UNIT - SUBMIT DATE / TIME 

 CHIPS, RONALD (3392) / Special Services Major Crimes - 05-22-2017 / 1521

  APPROVED BY / ID # - APPROVED DATE / TIME

 LOPEZ, JOSE / 2342 - 05/22/2017 / 1521

  DATE REPORTED

 04-24-2017 

Do Not Duplicate
Ventura County Sheriff's Office - Official Copy

Issued to:________________
Issued by:________________
Issued date:______________
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INVOLVED PERSONS

ROLE

 INV PARTY - #1
NAME - LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE (ALIAS/MONIKER)

ALONZO , MATTHEW  
RACE

HISPANIC
GENDER

M
AGE D.O.B.

HEIGHT WEIGHT HAIR EYE DRIVER'S LICENSE/STATE

/

ADDRESS

     
HOME PHONE MOBILE PHONE

OCCUPATION

POLICE OFFICER
EMPLOYER

SANTA PAULA
POLICE
DEPARTMENT

EMPLOYER ADDRESS

214 S. 10TH STREET, SP
BUSINESS PHONE

805-525-4474

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE - REVIEW OF BWC VIDEO-ALONZO

17-50845

Review of Body Worn Camera Video-Sr. Officer Alonzo

On 04-09-17, I was working as a detective sergeant for the Sheriff's Major Crimes Bureau. I responded to the 100
block of E. Ventura Street in Santa Paula in reference to a fatal officer-involved shooting. The Santa Paula Police
Department had requested the Sheriff's Office take over the investigation of the shooting and I was assigned as
the case agent. I arrived on scene at about 0915 hours and took over the investigation.

During my initial briefing of the incident, I was advised that the involved officers had possibly captured the
incident on their body-worn cameras. I directed Det. Cyrus Zadeh to respond to the Santa Paula Police station to
download the officer's cameras. Refer to Det. Zadeh's report for further details related to the video download.

Notes from review of body-worn camera video of Sr. Officer Alonzo:

Det. Zadeh provided me with three compact discs containing the downloaded video files. Det. Zadeh told me
that he had booked copies of the video files as evidence. Det. Zadeh told me that he had determined Sr. Officer
Alonzo had been wearing the body-worn camera identified as "RES2". Det. Zadeh provided me with a compact
disc containing video footage he downloaded from that camera. There were three video files contained on the
compact disc. They were labeled as follows: BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-8CB84899C5; BodyCam-001786-
AMBA0001-783FFE71F6; and BodyCam-001786-AMBA0002-770EE06BD0. I viewed all three video files and
found that the date and time stamp depicted in each of the videos was incorrect. I saw that all three files indicated
the date was 07-04-08. I saw that the time stamp for the video file ending in 71F6 showed it began recording at
17:11:46. I then saw that the video file ending in 99C5 showed it began recording at 20:29:50 and the video file
ending in 6BD0 showed it began recording at 20:29:59. Based on the time stamp, I determined that the file ending
in 71F6 was recorded prior to the other two files.
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After viewing each of the video files, I was able to determine that video files ending in 99C5 and 6BD0 depicted
events occurring after the officer-invloved shooting incident and were unrelated to this investigation. These files
appeared to depict a Santa Paula Police officer who had checked out the body-worn camera after it had been
downloaded by Sgt. Madison at the Santa Paula Police station. Refer to Sgt. Madison's report for further details.

File: BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-783FFE71F6

Date/Time stamp indicates video begins 07-04-08 at 17:11:47. Times are recorded as they appear on the video.

17:11:47
Alonzo is tying crime scene tape to street light pole on north side of E. Ventura Street just west of Palm Avenue.

17:12:37
Alonzo ties the crime scene tape to a stop sign pole on the south side of E. Ventura Street. An unidentified male
with a bicycle asks Alonzo if the incident will be in the newspaper on Wednesday. Alonzo states he does not know
and says that it will probably be sooner than that. The male states that Alonzo is the officer who took him in
a long time ago for a domestic. Alonzo tells the male that he hopes he is doing alright. Alonzo begins to walk
westbound on the south sidewalk of E. Ventura Street.

17:13:23
Alonzo mutters something as he is walking.

17:13:33
Alonzo mutters something as he is walking.

17:14:18
Alonzo receives a phone call. The call appears to be from an automated callout system requesting all available
officers respond to assist.

17:14:32
Alonzo calls out to Coffelt and notifies him of blood trail on north sidewalk of E. Ventura Street.

17:14:47
Coffelt and Alonzo come together. Coffelt tells Alonzo that the knife is covered in blood. Alonzo informs Coffelt
that he blocked off the sidewalk and directs Coffelt to start taking photographs.

17:15:35
Alonzo calls out to a female bystander and tells her that she won't be able to get through the crime scene for a
while. Alonzo apologizes for the inconvenience.

17:16:07
Alonzo keys his radio mic and states his call sign. The dispatcher can be heard stating that there are six deputies
en route and asks Alonzo if they are needed "code." Alonzo replies, "Negative."

17:16:31
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the handcuffs and folding knife on the ground. Huerta tells Coffelt that the items are his. Alonzo says that the
cuff key is his. Huerta says to leave everything in place.

17:23:00
Alonzo asks Coffelt if he got a picture of the suspect's knife. Coffelt says, "Oh, yeah. But, it was right by his hand
when I kicked it away." Alonzo agrees and says they "got it on video." Huerta says that he is going to set up a
perimeter and Alonzo asks that they seal everything off.
17:23:25
Alonzo walks to unit #462 and obtains a role of crime scene tape from the hood. He then walks to his patrol unit.
He reaches into the open driver's door and appears to push a button on the unitrol. Two beeping sounds can be
heard.

17:23:58
Alonzo walks back to unit #462 and talks with Huerta. He asks Huerta if he is still "off" and Huerta confirms he
is. Alonzo tells Huerta to put on some rubber gloves while he is walking around the scene. Alonzo tells Huerta,
"Fucking dude, man." Huerta asks if Alonzo is okay. Alonzo states, "Esta loco." Huerta replies, "I know."
Alonzo says, "Yeah, I mean, that was like textbook, like, you know?" Alonzo stated he was "behind cover, behind
the car. Drop the knife, drop the knife. You know what I mean?" Alonzo then said it was like "that video."

17:24:51
Alonzo says, "There's the sarge." He begins to walk eastbound on E. Ventura Street, stops and walks back
to unit #462. Huerta tells Alonzo, "Don't talk about it with anybody." Alonzo says, "Yeah, I'm not." Huerta
continues to tell Alonzo that he should keep it to himself and "don't give anything." Huerta recommends to
Alonzo that he talk to legal representation before talking to anybody about the incident.

17:25:14
VCSO Sgt. Mario Aguilar and Dep. Dustin Heersche arrive and meet with Alonzo. Sgt. Aguilar asks Huerta and
Alonzo who was involved in the shooting. Alonzo identifies himself as being involved. Alonzo advises Aguilar
that he is the current watch commander and that efforts are being made to secure the scene. Aguilar suggests
to Alonzo that he (Aguilar) take over control so that Alonzo can be removed from the scene. Alonzo asks Dep.
Heersche to assist in sealing off a portion of the crime scene.

17:26:15
Aguilar begins to ask Alonzo question pertaining to public safety. Aguilar asks Alonzo which way they were
going, which way the shots were going, and if there were any outstanding suspects. With his left hand, Alonzo
appears to point in a northeasterly direction toward the city water yard. Alonzo tells Aguilar that the suspect
was coming down the driveway and that there was blood evidence on the north sidewalk of E. Ventura Street.
Alonzo tells Aguilar that they had responded to a call of a man with a knife. Coffelt joins the conversation as
Aguilar asks again which direction the shots were fired. Both Coffelt and Alonzo point in a northerly direction.
Aguilar asks if there was one suspect and Coffelt confirms. Aguilar asks how many shots were fired and Alonzo
initially states he does not know yet. Aguilar asks if both Alonzo and Coffelt shot and Alonzo states, "I did." He
then estimates that he shot "5 or 6" times or "4 or 5." Alonzo then walks to the open driver's door of unit #462.

17:27:04
Alonzo's cell phone rings. He answers and says, "Hey, Scott." He then has a conversation with the caller in which
he provides an update on what is occurring at the scene. The phone conversation ends at 17:27:52.

17:27:57
Alonzo, Coffelt, and Huerta walk to the south sidewalk of E. Ventura Street and stand together. Alonzo receives
a call on the radio from "4C1." He replies "100 block East Ventura." Huerta then says, "Just like I said, don't
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speak to anybody about it." Alonzo then explains to Coffelt and Huerta that they need to answer public safety
related questions. Huerta agrees and says, "Just don't give a statement." Alonzo agrees and says that he has to go
down to the station. Alonzo says that he will contact his "LDF." There is additional conversation which appears
to be between Coffelt and Huerta that is mostly inaudible. Alonzo then asks, "What did you, what did you..."
and then asks if everyone is off. Alonzo reaches up to his body worn camera and initiates the power down of his
camera. Alonzo can be heard saying, "Oh, dude, I was..." right before the camera turns off at 17:28:32.
OFFICER'S NARRATIVE - REVIEW OF BWC VIDEO-HUERTA

Notes from review of body-worn camera footage of Officer Frank Huerta:

Det. Zadeh advised me that he determined Huerta had been wearing the body-worn camera identified by the
serial number #007895. I viewed the CD containing video downloaded from Huerta's camera and found it
contained four individual video files. The files were labeled: BodyCam-007895-AMBA0001-02D9D65CC4;
BodyCam-007895-AMBA0002-A6E3E638EB; BodyCam-007895-AMBA0003-9CE2FE3411; BodyCam-007895-
AMBA0004-7C48DC7140.

Through a review of the video files, I determined that the video files ending in 5CC4 and 38EB depicted events
that occurred on 04-07-17 and were unrelated to this investigation.

Video file ending in 3411:

Date/Time stamp indicates video begins 04-09-17 at 06:49:49. Times are recorded as they appear on the video.

06:49:49
Huerta is approaching Alonzo and Coffelt. Alonzo can be seen with his handgun drawn and pointed at Rendon.
Alonzo is standing approximately 5-6 feet southeast of his patrol vehicle. Coffelt is standing approximately one
foot to the rear of Alonzo's patrol vehicle closest to the passenger side. Coffelt is holding handcuffs which he
attempts to secure to his gun belt. Rendon is lying face down on the ground approximately 4-5 feet east of the
rear of Alonzo's patrol vehicle. Rendon's body is oriented in roughly a north/south direction with his head being
to the south. Rendon's hands are lying near his head. Rendon is wearing a grey shirt, blue jeans, and greyish
socks. Rendon is not wearing shoes. Alonzo says, "I'm on, I'm on." Huerta acknowledges and says, "It's okay."

06:49:52
Rendon emits a soft groan. One of the officers can be heard asking Rendon his name in both English and Spanish.
Huerta approaches Rendon and a large knife with dark colored handle can be seen lying on the ground a short
distance from the right rear (passenger side) corner of Alonzo's patrol vehicle. Huerta walks to Rendon's left side.
Huerta's hands come into camera view and he is wearing black latex gloves. Huerta is holding a pair of handcuffs
which are partially covered in a black, rubber-like material.
06:50:09 Huerta places handcuffs on Rendon beginning with Rendon's left wrist. Coffelt says, "He's dead."
Huerta says, "It's alright, just hold on." Alonzo again says, "I'm on." Huerta cuffs Rendon's right wrist. Both of
Rendon's wrists and hands are covered in blood. There is no independent movement by Rendon observed during
the cuffing procedure.

06:50:29
Huerta begins to roll Rendon over onto his left side. A large amount of blood is visible on the front of Rendon's
shirt. Huerta directs the other officers to get something to put pressure on Rendon's wounds. Alonzo says he has
his "bag right here" and moves to his patrol vehicle. Huerta moves Rendon onto his back.
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06:50:39
Alonzo says they need to block the street off and asks Coffelt to handle it. Huerta starts to lift Rendon's shirt
toward Rendon's head. Rendon is now lying face up on the ground. His left and right hands are visible on the
ground to his right side and his legs appear to be crossed at or near the ankles.

06:50:46
The camera pans up momentarily and then back down. Huerta is now holding a silver-colored folding knife. He
opens the knife and locks the blade in place. He attempts to cut Rendon's shirt. Huerta is able to cutting through
the shirt with the knife but does not successfully slice it open sufficiently to expose Rendon's chest. Huerta
attempts to slice the shirt a second time, this time from the bottom hem of the shirt and is again unsuccessful.

06:50:55
Huerta says, "Amigo. Hey, breathe!. Respira, por favor. Respira, por favor." Rendon's mouth opens and his
chest rises. His chest then falls and a moaning noise can be heard. Simultaneously, a large gush of blood can be
seen flowing from Rendon's upper chest area toward his neck and left shoulder.

06:51:04
Huerta appears to toss his knife and it can be heard striking the ground. Alonzo hands Huerta a large square
piece of gauze and Huerta begins applying direct pressure to Rendon's wounds. Huerta attempts to talk to
Rendon by repeatedly asking him, "Como te llama?" Huerta also taps Rendon on his right shoulder, however
there is no response from Rendon.

06:51:34
Alonzo can be heard manipulating additional first aid equipment packaging. He asks Huerta, "Where else?"
Huerta tells Alonzo that Rendon is gushing blood out. Alonzo acknowledges and reminds Huerta that he is "still
on." Huerta says it is okay and asks Alonzo how he is doing and if he is okay. Alonzo replies that he is "good."
Rendon's stomach expands and he can be heard inhaling. His stomach falls and he can again be heard emitting
a moaning sound. Alonzo says, "As soon as uh....as soon as he saw me he started rushing towards me, man. I
came around the car and I...he got pretty close. He got within twelve feet or even less." Huerta acknowledges by
saying, "Alright." Alonzo can be seen holding another gauze pad while Huerta continues to apply direct pressure
to Rendon's chest.

06:52:12
Alonzo says, "God damn, guy." Huerta says, "Ok." and lifts his left hand slightly. Police radio traffic can
be heard of an officer attempting to confirm that fire and paramedics were en route. The dispatcher states,
"Affirmative."

06:52:23
Huerta tells Alonzo to check Rendon for weapons and states that he is going to remove the handcuffs. Rendon's
stomach again expands and he can be heard inhaling. His stomach falls and another moaning sound can be
heard. Alonzo asks Huerta if Rendon had another knife on him. Alonzo says that there is another knife near
Rendon. Huerta tells Alonzo that the other knife is his and that he used it to try to cut Rendon's shirt. Alonzo
begins to search Rendon for weapons. Huerta says that they need to remove the handcuffs for when EMS arrives.
Huerta points out the kitchen knife which is laying nearby and Alonzo acknowledges it.

06:53:01
Alonzo completes the search for weapons and tells Huerta he is going to start taking photos. Huerta directs
Alonzo to remove the handcuffs.
06:53:20 Alonzo asks Huerta to roll Rendon onto his side. Huerta starts to roll Rendon onto his left side. Another
short moan can be heard coming from Rendon.
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06:53:30
Alonzo removes the handcuffs from Rendon. The sound of handcuffs hitting the ground can be heard.

06:53:55
Huerta removes the gauze pad and says, "Yeah, he's...." Huerta appears to then stand up. Huerta points in the
direction of the ground and says that two items on the ground are his. Alonzo directs Coffelt to start setting up
crime scene tape and to close off the scene. Several individuals can be seen standing in the driveway directly
north of the officers looking in the direction of the shooting scene. Coffelt can be seen looking into the rear area of
Alonzo's patrol vehicle. The rear door of the patrol unit is open.
06:54:21 Huerta moves Rendon's left arm from underneath his body and places it along his left side. Alonzo
requests detectives be dispatched via his police radio.

06:54:32
Huerta's camera pans to the east and a fire engine can be seen stopped on E. Ventura Street east of the police
units.

06:54:49
Huerta checks Rendon's carotid pulse by placing two fingers of his left hand onto the right side of Rendon's neck.

06:55:04
An unidentified pedestrian is visible walking westbound on the north sidewalk of E. Ventura Street toward
the area of the officers. The pedestrian is wearing a dark colored baseball hat, grey hooded sweatshirt and
black pants. The pedestrian appears to be wearing a backpack and carrying a white cup and brown bag. The
pedestrian turns northbound onto the driveway just north of the officers and walks out of view. Huerta calls out
to Coffelt and appears to be upset that the pedestrian had entered the scene. Alonzo says that he is going to put
up crime scene tape and walks away.

06:55:23
Fire/EMS personnel arrive at Huerta's location. He mentions that the knife on the ground is his. An unknown
fire/ems personnel ask Huerta if Rendon is breathing and Huerta states that he is not. Huerta alerts the fire/EMS
personnel to the location of the large kitchen knife and asks them to stay away from it. Several bystanders can be
seen in the background standing near the apartment building to the south of the scene.

06:55:45
Fire personnel ask Huerta, "How many shots does he have?" Huerta replies, "So far, we've got two." Huerta
then asks Alonzo, "How many shots?" Alonzo shakes his head slightly and raises his hands in a gesture that is
consistent with meaning he is not sure. Alonzo can be heard saying, "Five or six. I don't know, dude." Fire and
EMS personnel begin to attend to Rendon and one asks if anyone knew when the incident happened. Alonzo
replies, "Yeah, about five minutes ago. He came at me with a knife." Huerta then tells the Fire/EMS personnel
that Rendon took his last breath about two minutes ago.

06:56:29
A firefighter asks, "Officer involved shooting?" Huerta says yes. The firefighter mentions that he heard the shots
being fired and Huerta tells him that they are not going to discuss the shooting.

06:57:00
Additional EMS personnel arrive with a gurney.
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  REPORTING OFFICER / I.D. # - ORG. UNIT - SUBMIT DATE / TIME 

 CHIPS, RONALD (3392) / Special Services Major Crimes - 06-14-2017 / 1050

  APPROVED BY / ID # - APPROVED DATE / TIME

 FOOTE, JARROD / 4423 - 06/14/2017 / 1050

  DATE REPORTED

 05-31-2017 

Do Not Duplicate
Ventura County Sheriff's Office - Official Copy

Issued to:________________
Issued by:________________
Issued date:______________

revision:3/13/17

LOCATION BOOKED

BOOKED AT VENTURA PROPERTY ROOM
PROPERTY ADDRESS

100 BLK E. VENTURA STREET SANTA PAULA,

TAG #

251
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

CD WITH SPPD 911 CALLS AND RADIO TRAFFIC

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

100 BLK E. VENTURA STREET SANTA PAULA

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

COMPACT DISC W/ AUDIO RECORDING
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE - REVIEW OF SPPD AUDIO FILES

17-50845

Review of 911 Calls to SPPD Dispatch and SPPD Radio Traffic

On 04-09-17, at about 0745 hours, I was working as a detective sergeant for the Sheriff's Major Crimes Bureau.
I was at home when I received a call from Captain Melissa Smith notifying me of an officer involved shooting
that had occurred in the 100 block of East Ventura Street in the city of Santa Paula. Captain Smith told me that
the shooting involved officers from the Santa Paula Police Department (SPPD) and that the suspect had been
pronounced deceased at the scene. Captain Smith told me that SPPD had requested that the Sheriff's Major
Crimes Bureau handle the investigation into the shooting. Captain Smith requested I respond to the scene and
take over the investigation. I arrived on scene at about 0915 hours. I learned that the deceased had been identified
as Jose Gonzalez Rendon.

I was provided a compact disc by SPPD Sgt. Cody Madison which contained audio files of 911 calls, SPPD
radio traffic, and other telephone calls related to the incident. I reviewed the contents of the disc. I found that
it contained a total of 224 individual audio files. Each file was labeled with a numerical code. Sgt. Madison
confirmed that the file name represented the time that the file was created on 04-09-17. (Ex: File "062057" was
created on 04-09-17 at 06:20:57).

Review of 911 calls:

The following is a summary of the two 911 calls made to SPPD dispatch by an anonymous reporting party in
reference to this incident. For complete details, refer to the audio recordings:
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 CHIPS, RONALD (3392) / Special Services Major Crimes - 11-29-2017 / 1257

  APPROVED BY / ID # - APPROVED DATE / TIME

 FOOTE, JARROD / 4423 - 11/29/2017 / 1257

  DATE REPORTED

 11-16-2017 

Do Not Duplicate
Ventura County Sheriff's Office - Official Copy
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LOCATION BOOKED

BOOKED AT VENTURA PROPERTY ROOM
PROPERTY ADDRESS

TAG #

903
EVIDENCE

Y
ITEM STATUS

SEIZED
DESCRIPTION

32 GB THUMB DRIVE W/ SURV VIDEO FROM SP CITY YARD

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

100 BLK E. VENTURA STREET SANTA PAULA

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

32 GB THUMB DRIVE W/ VIDEO
VALUE QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE - REVIEW OF SURV VIDEO FOOTAGE

17-50845

SPPD Officer Involved Shooting Investigation

Review of Surveillance Video

On 04-09-17, I was working as a detective sergeant for the Sheriff's Major Crimes Bureau. I responded to the 100
block of E. Ventura Street in Santa Paula in reference to a fatal officer-involved shooting. The Santa Paula Police
Department had requested the Sheriff's Office take over the investigation of the shooting and I was assigned as
the case agent. I arrived on scene at about 0915 hours and took over the investigation.

Based on information obtained during this investigation, I learned that surveillance video footage was obtained
from various locations around the area of the scene. Refer to reports by Det. Cyrus Zadeh and Det. Sgt. Carlos
Macias for details of the recovery of the video.

Review of Video from Santa Paula City Yard:

The following is a summary of pertinent activity observed during my review of the video footage obtained from
the Santa Paula city yard located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Palm Avenue and E. Ventura
Street. Activity that was determined to be unrelated to this investigation is not noted in this report. For complete
details, refer to the video recording. A copy of the video footage was booked as evidence.
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Two Santa Paula Police officers (likely Coffelt and Alonzo) walk eastbound on E. Ventura Street. One of the
officers is carrying an item consistent with a roll of crime scene tape. They are approached by AMR paramedic
personnel who are pushing a gurney westbound on E. Ventura Street. One of the officers (Coffelt) stops briefly to
talk with the AMR paramedic personnel. The officers continue walking eastbound out of view and the paramedic
personnel continue walking westbound toward Rendon's location.

06:44:57
A third AMR paramedic is seen walking westbound on E. Ventura Street toward Rendon's location. The camera
zooms in slightly.

06:45:54
A Santa Paula Police officer (likely Coffelt) can be seen walking westbound on E. Ventura Street. The officer
appears to be taking pictures.

06:48:13
A Santa Paula Police officer (likely Alonzo) walks westbound on E. Ventura Street toward Rendon's location. He
stops near the middle of the frame and appears to be talking on a cell phone. Note-The video file appears to skip
several seconds worth of footage at this time.

06:49:25
A Santa Paula firefighter walks westbound on E. Ventura Street toward Rendon's location.

06:52:30
Fire and paramedic personnel begin to walk eastbound on E. Ventura Street away from the scene. The camera
begins to pan to the left (east) and appears to be tracking their movement. The camera pauses for a few seconds
on the area where a Santa Paula fire truck is parked and then pans back toward the scene. A Santa Paula Police
officer (likely Alonzo) can be seen standing in the middle of E. Ventura Street talking on a cell phone. The camera
continues to pan around in a 360-degree circle providing views of inside the city yard. The camera then comes to
a stop looking toward the intersection of E. Ventura Street and Palm Avenue. Paramedic personnel can be seen
loading equipment into an ambulance.

06:57:45
Two Ventura County Sheriff patrol vehicles arrive. Two deputies (likely Aguilar and Heersche) approach the fire
and paramedic personnel. They pause briefly and appear to be talking. They then continue to walk westbound on
E. Ventura Street.

06:59:57
Video footage ends.

Review of surveillance video from 76 gas station

I reviewed the video obtained from the 76 gas station located at 206 E. Harvard Boulevard. The camera view
looked northwest toward the intersection of E. Harvard Boulevard at Palm Avenue. This camera view records a
portion of the Rite Aid parking lot and has a partial view north on S. Palm Avenue. The video footage contains a
date/time stamp in the upper left corner. The date displayed was 04-09-2017. The video footage begins at 06:00:59
hours and ends at 06:30:59 hours.
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Officer Hoppin collected the knife and contacted Santa Paula Police Sergenat Madison who contacted the
Ventura County Sheriff's Office.

I seized the knife from Officer Hoppin and obtained a copy of his Supplemental Report (SANTA PAULA
POLICE REPORT # 1700538).

Once I seized the knife, I drove to the West County Property Room where I booked the knife as evidence (ITEM
# 360). Prior to booking the knife, I photographed it. The photos were later uploaded to the Sheriff's Photo Lab.
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from the dumpster. Based on the investigation we believed the blood trails around the dumpster came from the
deceased Jose Gonzalez. We searched the dumpster / enclosure with negative results.

Detective Jauregui took items 500 through 504 from the scene and secured them in the Major Crimes Evidence
Locker. On April 10, 2017, I took the items to the property room in Ventura and booked them as evidence.
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chamber placed the Glock 22 at maximum capacity. Officer Coffelt was given back his handgun and
ammunition. The evidence collection was completed at 1148 hours.
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Officer Huerta was given back his handgun and ammunition and the interview was terminated at 1133
hours.
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I was unable to locate any further witnesses at the scene.



































































SUPPLEMENTAL
REPORT

Page 3 of  4

VENTURA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
AGENCY IDENTIFIER CA0560000

  REPORT NUMBER

 2017 - 50845
 

- Camera labeled RES2 (Officer Matt Alonzo) was assigned to the body camera with serial number 001786.

I also took a digital screen shot of the device user association log, download logs, and other system file system
screen, which was later booked as evidence.

I then examined the download logs associated with the three body cameras associated with Officers Matt Alonzo,
John Coffelt, and Frank Huerta. By examining the download logs, I was able to determine the following video
files were downloaded from the associated body camera:

Body Camera 007895 (Labeled 1047) - Associated with Officer Frank Huerta had a total of 4 video files
downloaded. The file names of these videos are:
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0001-02D9D65CC4
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0002-A6E3E638EB
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0003-9CE2FE3411
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0004-7C48DC7140

Body Camera 001788 (Labeled 1065) - Associated with Officer John Coffelt had a total of 1 video files
downloaded. The file name of the video is:
- BodyCam-001788-AMBA0001-1E81D3C514

Body Camera 00178 (Labeled RES2) - Associated with Officer Matt Alonzo had a total of 3 video files
downloaded. The file names of the videos are:
- BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-783FFE71F6
- BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-8CB84899C5
- BodyCam-001786-AMBA0002-770EE06BD0

It should be noted that it appears that file named "BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-783FFE71F6" was downloaded
and after the download was completed, the remaining two files were created then downloaded.

After discovering the file names of the videos, I accessed the archive folder of the server. The archive folder is the
location where downloaded videos were maintained and stored. I noticed that the organizational method of the
files is based on record date. However, not all of the above files were in the correct folder corresponding to the
current date. This led me to believe the date and time set on the body camera to be incorrect at the time of the
recording.

Below is a list of file names and the corresponding folder they were located in:

- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0001-02D9D65CC4 - Folder 2017-04-07
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0002-A6E3E638EB - Folder 2017-07-08
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0003-9CE2FE3411 - Folder 2017-04-09
- BodyCam-007895-AMBA0004-7C48DC7140 - Folder 2017-04-09
- BodyCam-001788-AMBA0001-1E81D3C514 - Folder 2017-03-13
- BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-783FFE71F6 - Folder 2008-07-05
- BodyCam-001786-AMBA0001-8CB84899C5 - Folder 2008-07-05
- BodyCam-001786-AMBA0002-770EE06BD0 - Folder 2008-07-05
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INVOLVED PERSONS

ROLE

 VICTIM - #1
NAME - LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE (ALIAS/MONIKER)

ALONZO , MATTHEW  
RACE

HISPANIC
GENDER

M
AGE D.O.B.

HEIGHT WEIGHT HAIR EYE DRIVER'S LICENSE/STATE

/

ADDRESS

214 S. 10TH STREET   , SANTA PAULA , CA , 93060-
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  REPORTING OFFICER / I.D. # - ORG. UNIT - SUBMIT DATE / TIME 

 OGONOWSKI, MATTHEW (3996) / Special Services Major Crimes - 05-03-2017 / 1803

  APPROVED BY / ID # - APPROVED DATE / TIME

 CHIPS, RONALD / 3392 - 05/03/2017 / 1803

  DATE REPORTED

 04-12-2017 
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Ventura County Sheriff's Office - Official Copy

Issued to:________________
Issued by:________________
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LOCATION BOOKED

BOOKED IN VENTURA AS EVIDENCE
PROPERTY ADDRESS

100 BLOCK OF E VENTURA STREET, SANTA PAULA,
VENTURA, VENTURA COUNTY

TAG #

900
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Y
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SAFEKEEPING
DESCRIPTION

16 GB "CRUZER" FLASH DRIVE CONTAINING DIGITAL PHOTOS (COPY)

DATE RECOVERED#

04-09-2017
LOCATION RECOVERED

100 BLOCK OF E VENTURA STREET, SANTA PAULA

OWNER RELATED TO

1
ITEM

DIGITAL IMAGES
VALUE

0.00
QUANTITY

1
RECOVERED

Y

OFFICER'S NARRATIVE 

CRIME SCENE REPORT

--17-50845

100 Block of East Ventura Street, Santa Paula, CA

NOTIFICATION AND RESPONSE:

On 04/09/2017, I was working as a Detective in the Ventura County Sheriff's Office Major Crimes Bureau. At
approximately 0745 hours, I received a call from Detective Sgt. Harwood. Harwood requested my assistance and
response in reference to an officer involved shooting in Santa Paula. I learned a Santa Paula Police Officer was
involved in the shooting and there was a deceased male at the scene. The incident was located in the 100 Block of
East Ventura Street. I arrived on scene at approximately 0830 hours.

Due to the ongoing nature of the incident, multiple patrol deputies and supervisors from the Ventura County
Sheriff's Office Headquarters and Fillmore Patrol Stations were on scene. Numerous Santa Paula Patrol Officers
were also on scene. Major Crimes Detective Sgt. Harwood and Sgt. Macias were on scene when I arrived.

When I arrived, the scene was secured by yellow crime scene tape. The exact parameters and measurements of
the crime scene will be listed below. The scene was secured prior to my arrival by Deputies from the Ventura
County Sheriff's Office and Officers from the Santa Paula Police Department who were present and manning
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P. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab) collected

Q. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St.

R. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab) collected

S. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St.

T. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab) collected

U. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St.

V. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

W. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

X. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

Y. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

Z. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

AA. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

BB. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

CC. -- Blood droplets / sidewalk, (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab)
collected

DD. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab) collected

EE. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St., sample(swab) collected

FF. -- Blood droplets / (N) side of E. Ventura St.
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PPP.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk, (W) side of S. Palm Ave.

QQQ.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk, (W) side of S. Palm Ave., sample (swab)
collected

RRR.-- Blood droplets / (W) side of S. Palm Ave., sample (swab) collected

SSS.-- Blood droplets / (W) side of S. Palm Ave.

TTT.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (W) side of S. Palm Ave.

UUU.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (W) side of S. Palm Ave., sample (swab)
collected

VVV.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (W) side of S. Palm Ave.

WWW.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (W) side of S. Palm Ave.

XXX.-- Blood droplets / on E. Ventura St. (W) of S. palm Ave.

YYY.-- Blood droplets / on E. Ventura St. (W) of S. palm Ave. sample (swab)
collected

ZZZ.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (W) side of S. palm Ave., sample (swab)
collected

AAAA.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (W) side of S. palm Ave.

BBBB.-- Blood droplets / (W) side of S. palm Ave., sample (swab)collected

CCCC.-- Blood droplets / middle of S. palm Ave.

DDDD.-- Blood droplets / (E) side of S. palm Ave.

EEEE.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (E) side of S. palm Ave., sample (swab)
collected

FFFF.-- Blood droplets / Sidewalk (E) side of S. palm Ave.

GGGG.-- Blood droplets / (E) side of S. palm Ave.







 

 

 

 

Interviews of Involved Officers 
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hours. The interview was digitally recorded (audio file only). The following is a summary of Senior Officer Matt
Alonzo's statement. For complete details, order and context of statements, refer to the digital audio file and/or the
transcription.

INTERVIEW OF SENIOR OFFICER MATT ALONZO (S.P.P.D.):

At the beginning of the interview, introductions were made identifying those present in the room; which included
myself, Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias, Senior Officer Matt Alonzo and Andrew Dawson (of Dawson & Riley;
Attorneys at Law).

I thanked Senior Officer Alonzo for coming in to speak with us and I went on to say that as I understood it, he
has had some time over the last couple of days to consult with his attorney (Dawson) and ultimately he (Senior
Officer Alonzo) has agreed to provide us with a voluntary statement as to the incident which took place on
Sunday April 9, 2017. Senior Officer Alonzo confirmed that was accurate.

I told Senior Officer Alonzo I wanted to begin the interview by obtaining some basic background information
from him as it pertained to his law enforcement career. Senior Officer Alonzo told us he has been in law
enforcement for ten years and that entire time frame has been as a full time peace officer with the Santa Paula
Police Department. Senior Officer Alonzo told us his current rank is Senior Officer and some of his duties
and responsibilities include the direct supervision of subordinate personnel and at times to act as the Watch
Commander for patrol within the City of Santa Paula. Senior Officer Alonzo added that his primary assignment
is patrol services.

I asked him if he could tell us who is typically the supervisor, or Watch Commander, for the Santa Paula Police
Department during a given patrol shift and he told us it is the patrol sergeant. I asked if that ever changes on
occasion and he said if the sergeant is not at work then the Senior Officer takes on the role of the Patrol Watch
Commander. I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if Sundays are typically a time when the Senior Officer is the acting
Watch Commander and he said it varies.

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo how many officers were on shift Sunday April 9, 2017. Senior Officer Alonzo told
us there were three officers working that day; which included himself, Officer John Coffelt and Officer Frank
Huerta. I asked him if the three of them encompassed the entire patrol shift for the City of Santa Paula that day
and he said yes.

I told Senior Officer Alonzo I wanted to discuss events prior to the incident and I asked him if he remembered
the day before Sunday. Senior Officer Alonzo told us he worked on Saturday from 5:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. I asked
him if he handled any incidents that day of any significance; which might include major disturbances, use of force
encounters, or other incidents that he either had to partake in or supervise and he said, "No, no that I recall." I
asked him if he would categorize that Saturday shift as being busy, slow or simply a regular shift. Senior Officer
Alonzo said, "I would just say nothing out of the ordinary, mundane calls that we went to that day, on Saturday."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo what he did after his shift ended on Saturday and he said he went home. I asked
him if he received plenty of rest Saturday night and he said yes. I asked him if he recalled how many hours,
approximately, he slept that night and he said "six to seven." I asked him if everything was okay, as it pertained
to his home life and family and he said yes, further stating "everything's good." I asked him if his personal life
is going well and he said yes. I then asked him how his professional life was going as an officer with the Santa
Paula Police Department. I further asked if he has been having any troubles at work, to which he replied, "No
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everything's been good lately." I asked him if he had any ailments, physical disabilities or limitations he has been
dealing with and he said no.

Regarding Saturday, I asked him if he attended any public function while assigned as the Watch Commander
for the Santa Paula Police Department and he said yes. I asked him if he could tell us about that. Senior Officer
Alonzo told us he went to an opening of a pool at the Lobero Apartments. He continued to say this apartment
complex had just opened a pool after not having one for eight years. Senior Officer Alonzo said his Chief of Police
had asked him to attend this event in an effort to showcase police presence for the "opening slash barbeque." I
asked him if he knew what time the event took place and he said it was at 1:00 p.m. Senior Officer Alonzo told
us Officer Frank Huerta also went to this event with him and he (Alonzo) estimates the two of them were there
for about 30 minutes. I asked him if he made contact with any citizens while he was there and he said they spoke
with a woman who was the head of the association. Their conversation included speaking about the reopening
of the pool and things the association could do to reduce crime in the area. This woman invited Senior Officer
Alonzo and Officer Huerta to have lunch at the event, which they did. I asked him if there were any incidents or
altercations which occurred at this event and he said no. I asked him if he recognized anyone at the event whom
he might have dealt with during prior police contacts, to which he said "not at all."

I told Senior Officer Alonzo I wanted to start talking about Sunday, the day of the incident. I asked him what
time he got up in the morning and he said he woke up at 4:15 a.m. I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he would walk
us through his morning and how he began his day. Senior Officer Alonzo said after waking up he got out of bed
and took a shower. He then got dressed and drove to work. Once at the station, he went into the locker room and
got dressed into his patrol uniform. From there, he went into the briefing room.

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he put on all of his gear in the locker room; which included being fully dressed
in his uniform with gun belt and he said yes. I told Senior Officer Alonzo I wanted to slow down a little bit, as
it pertained to describing his equipment. I asked him what he had on his gun belt and he said, "I have my duty
weapon, my two magazines, a Taser, baton, two sets of handcuffs, that's it, and my radio." I asked Senior Officer
Alonzo what kind of gun he carries on duty and he said, "It's a Glock 22." I asked him if it was issued to him by
his department and he said yes. I then asked him how many rounds his handgun holds, to which he said, "Total
of 16, so 15 and one in the chamber." For further clarification, I asked, "So, 15 in the magazine and one in the
chamber, if there's a round chambered, for a total of 16?" to which he said "correct." Senior Officer Alonzo
told us he had two spare magazines, each have the capacity to carry 15 rounds a piece. I asked him how many
rounds he had in each magazine that morning when he prepared for his shift. Senior Officer Alonzo said he had
15 rounds in each magazine, for a total of 30 rounds in his spare magazines. I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if
he confirmed how many rounds he had in his gun at the beginning of his shift that day and he said yes. Senior
Officer Alonzo added, "I always, every, every time before I go 10-8 I confirm my, one in the pipe." I said, "I call
it a press-check" to which Senior Officer Alonzo said "yeah." I asked him specifically if that is what he did and
he replied, "Yeah, press check."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he could tell us about briefing that morning. Senior Officer Alonzo thought it
was "Clark's shift" who they were relieving during day shift. I asked if the previous shift provided him with any
information about incidents which occurred during the night. Senior Officer Alonzo said "sometimes they do"
but regarding that morning, there was nothing of significance which they passed along to him or his officers.
Senior Officer Alonzo said the previous shift was excused from briefing and ended their shift. At that point, he
began to read the log from calls which occurred during the night. Senior Officer Alonzo said his briefing for
dayshift usually begins anywhere from 5:45 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.

Senior Officer Alonzo told us he was giving briefing "when the call came out." I asked him if anything was
discussed at his briefing of any significance. Senior Officer Alonzo said there was a stolen vehicle report pending,
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through the windows of his patrol unit while he moved his position to the rear of his vehicle and he said, "No
that's why I quickly went to the back of my car." I said, "You're at the back of your car." (Senior Officer Alonzo
in agreement said "uh-huh") I continued, "With your gun drawn" (Senior Officer Alonzo in agreement said
"right"). I asked him to walk us through what he did next. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "So I come around the
backside of my car, I look up and he's in a full sprint coming straight for me, and he's in a sprint, and he's got
that knife over his head and he's running with it like that, right at me." I spent a moment with Senior Officer
Alonzo clarifying his description of how the suspect was holding onto the knife.

(Note: Senior Officer Alonzo held his right hand out in front of his body making a fist. His right arm {from his
shoulder to his elbow} was extended straight out perpendicular from his body; thus the crook of his armpit
created a near perfect 90 degree angle between his tricep and his torso. His right arm {from his elbow to his fist}
was pointing straight up in the air; thus creating a near perfect 90 degree angle from between his forearm and
bicep area. To further describe his fist; his thumb was positioned closest to his face and the pad of his fist, where
his pinky finger was, was furthest away from his face and directed at me, as I was seated across the table from
him).

To further clarify, I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if the suspect's fist, while holding the knife, was approximately
level with his (suspect's) head and he said yes. Senior Officer Alonzo indicated the blade of the knife was pointed
away from the suspect's body and was pointed toward his (Senior Officer Alonzo's) direction. I asked him if
the suspect was running and he said yes. I asked if he saw anything in the suspect's left hand and he said no. I
asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he could again describe the speed at which the suspect was running, in his opinion.
Senior Officer Alonzo replied, "In my opinion he was in a, he was full sprint."

I explained that I understood his description of the suspect being about halfway up the driveway because I had
been to the scene; however, to provide more clarity on the subject, I provided three aerial photographs of the
scene (which were taken by the Sheriff's Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Unit). The main photograph we utilized
as a reference during the interview encompassed the greatest range of landscape in the area of the scene. This
particular photograph depicted all three of their patrol cars still at the scene in the area of E. Ventura St.
In all three of the photographs; however, the suspect can be seen on the ground to the rear of Senior Officer
Alonzo's patrol unit; though the suspect had a white sheet draped over him at the time the photo was taken.

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if the location in the photograph looked familiar to him and he said yes. I pointed
to the east/west traveling street depicted in the photograph and asked him if he knew what street it was and he
said it was Ventura St. I then pointed to a long driveway that leads to an apartment complex, north of Ventura
St. and asked him if this was the driveway he was referring to as the location he initially saw the suspect and
he replied "correct." I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he would feel comfortable marking the photograph;
specifically, the area of this driveway where he initially saw the suspect. I further stated we simply wanted an
"approximate" location and he said "sure." Using a black Sharpie pen I provided to him, Senior Officer Alonzo
marked an "X" on the driveway to the east of what appears to be a dumpster adjacent to the apartment complex.

I confirmed the "X" he had just marked is the starting point where the suspect began running at him (Senior
Officer Alonzo). I asked, "So, he's running at you starting from this point here?" (I pointed to the "X" and in
agreement he said "uh-huh") I continued, "Okay, that's where you first see him right?" (In agreement, Senior
Officer Alonzo said "right") I continued, "Now when you get out of your car you described that you go around
to the back side of your Tahoe with your gun drawn." (In agreement, Senior Officer Alonzo said "right") I
continued, "And you lost sight of him momentarily." (In agreement, Senior Officer Alonzo said "correct") I
continued, "When you regain sight of him, where is he now?" Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He was in a full
sprint, coming towards me." I asked, "I guess what I'm getting at was did he cover some ground during that
time you put your car in park and got out, had he gained ground on you?" Senior Officer Alonzo said, "Oh yeah,
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yeah I would say he was uh...approximately fifteen to twenty feet from me." I asked if he would mark the photo
again, but I clarified, stating, "And this is to denote where about he was when you had your second visual of him
when you got out of the car with your gun drawn, out, and you see him after losing sight of him." Senior Officer
Alonzo marked an "X" on the photograph, still in the driveway of the apartment complex, but further to the
south; approximately adjacent to a series of parking stalls where four cars are depicted in the photo. To clarify, I
confirmed the second "X" he had just drawn was to illustrate where the suspect was when Senior Officer Alonzo
established his second sighting of him after arriving at the rear of his patrol unit.

I asked him what was going through his mind at the point when he saw the suspect from the rear of his patrol
unit. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "I was like, man this guy's coming to kill me, he had the knife over his head, you
know, so I started shouting at him, 'drop the knife - drop the knife' and uh...he didn't comply." I asked Senior
Officer Alonzo if the suspect said anything, to which he replied, "He said nothing." I asked if the suspect made
any sounds or noises and he said no. I asked him if he recalled how many times he yelled drop the knife and he
said "two to three times" in English. I asked, "Did it appear to you, that he was responding to those commands at
all." Senior Officer Alonzo answered, "Yeah he didn't, he didn't comply with my orders."

I asked him if he would explain for us the point in time when he pointed his gun at the suspect. Senior Officer
Alonzo said, "I came to the back of the Tahoe, I look up, it was kind of the same time as I came around, I mean
I was looking at him at the same time seeing him running as I'm pointing my gun at him." I asked, "Are you
on sight with him with your gun?" to which he said "yes." I asked him what happened next and Senior Officer
Alonzo said, "He didn't comply with my orders and I began to fire my weapon at him." I asked him what was
going through his mind before he made the decision to fire. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He's gonna try to kill me
with that knife, yeah. He had no...he had no deviation of where he was com...going, he was going straight for me."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if there were any other officers present at the scene at this moment in time. He
went on to say when he exited his patrol unit he noticed what he thought at the time was Officer Coffelt's vehicle
pulling in behind his (Alonzo's) patrol unit. Senior Officer Alonzo continued, "But after I looked up to the
driveway, I don't know where anybody was at."

I told Senior Officer Alonzo I wanted to back up to the point in the incident where he was standing at the rear of
his patrol unit looking at the suspect with his gun drawn on him. I asked him if he recalled whether or not Officer
Coffelt was there at that point. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "All I remember is the vehicle pulling up as I was
getting out of the, as I was getting out of my Tahoe and I'm you know, facing east, I see the vehicle pulling up."
I asked, "Coffelt's patrol vehicle" to which he replied "yeah." From that point, Senior Officer Alonzo described
how he turned his body away from Officer Coffelt's vehicle and toward to the north while remaining focused on
the suspect in the driveway. He continued, "I don't know, yeah, after that I don't know where he (Officer Coffelt)
was or what was going on."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he recalled how many rounds he fired, to which he said "yeah six." I asked if his
rounds were in succession or with a pause or break in the action. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "They were, it was
in succession." I asked, "One, two, three, four, five, six in order like that?" Senior Officer Alonzo said, "Yeah
cause he was, he was closing on me quick, and so I fired until he hit the deck and the threat was over and that's
when I stopped firing."

I asked, "Your decision to fire was because?" Senior Officer Alonzo answered, "I was in a lethal situation." I
asked him if he could recall approximately how far away the suspect was from him when he first began firing
his gun, to which he said, "A car length, fifteen to twenty feet, yeah." I began to reference the aerial photograph
which Senior Officer Alonzo had marked earlier in the interview. I briefly discussed the two different locations
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he had already marked pertaining to the suspect's location at different points in time during the event. I then
described how the photograph depicts a sidewalk at the entrance to the driveway which meets up with the actual
roadway or asphalt of E. Ventura St. I asked, "Do you think he was still on the concrete here, on the driveway,
do you think he was on the sidewalk, or do you think he was already in the asphalt here, of the road, when you
first began firing." Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He was on the, the uh...he was near, he was on the driveway
near the sidewalk." I asked him if he would mind marking the photograph to depict, approximately, where the
suspect was when he started firing. Senior Officer Alonzo marked an "X" in the area of the photograph where
the driveway meets up with the sidewalk and/or the apron to the driveway.

I asked him if he recalled specifically shooting six rounds, to which he responded, "At the time I didn't, but I
remember the sound and then, obviously it was later confirmed when I, when we went through the whole process
with the department. But I remember, I remember in my head, like later I was like yeah it was six, that was six
bangs, you know."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo what area he was aiming for, to which he said "center mass." I asked, "So you had
your target?" and he replied "right." I asked him if he was thinking about his backdrop when he was shooting
and he said no. I asked him if he was familiar with the area and he said yes. I asked, "When you start shooting,
do you see that your rounds are hitting?" Senior Officer Alonzo answered, "I saw, I might have saw two hit,
maybe three, but he was, he was, you know he was in a sprint so, he's going up and down and I just...I was just
firing until he stopped and once he fell that's when I stopped."

I retrieved another aerial photograph to reference and explained that it was a much tighter picture of the scene,
unlike the larger scale one we had been using up to this point in the interview. After placing the photograph in
front of Senior Officer Alonzo, without provocation, he stated, "Yeah I mean you can see he made it all the way
to, behind my car." I confirmed with Senior Officer Alonzo that when he was shooting he saw at least two rounds
impact the suspect's body. I asked him if he saw how the suspect reacted to being shot. Senior Officer Alonzo
said, "It seemed like, it seemed like I immediately saw blood you know for whatever reason." I asked him where
he saw blood and he said in the "chest area." I asked, "And just to confirm that the two rounds that you are
pretty confident hit him, was that in the chest area?" to which he said yes.

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if the suspect fell at a certain point after being shot and he said yes. I asked if
he would describe for us his recollection of how the suspect fell. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He, he made it to
somewhere around this point, and he fell head first." (Note: Senior Officer Alonzo pointed to the photograph
while making the aforementioned statement. He pointed at a location in the roadway which appears to be within
several feet {approximately, not to scale} north of where the suspect is depicted). I asked him if he would mark
the photo to denote where he was referring to the suspect beginning to fall down. Senior Officer Alonzo marked
an "X" in the photo and its location is almost in line with the passenger side of his patrol unit. I asked Senior
Officer Alonzo if he could further describe the suspect's movements as he fell to the ground. Senior Officer
Alonzo said, "He, it just looked like, it just looked like his legs buckled and he just went head first into the
pavement and just stopped, you know." I asked if he could describe what the suspect's arms were doing and he
said, "His, his arms were up, I mean, he still had that knife up into that area and um...he just fell forward and
when he ended up falling forward he fell forward with his arm out and let go of the knife and the knife was right,
right by his hand."

I asked, "As he's hitting the ground, what's going through your mind at this point?" Senior Officer Alonzo
replied, "Well I'm, I'm backing up, obviously, well you know, I'm backing up because he's getting close while
I'm firing and uh...I was just like, cool I hit him, threat's over...done, I was like you know, it happened quick, you
know."
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Regarding his statement of "backing up" I asked if he could further describe for us his movements while firing.
To ease in our understanding, I asked if he would mark the photograph in two separate locations; one being the
location where he was when he began firing and the other being where he stood when he stopped firing. Senior
Officer Alonzo began to mark an "X" in the photo at the rear driver's side corner of the vehicle and commented
that the photo shows the rear hatch of his patrol unit being open. Senior Officer Alonzo continued, "I started,
well see this is with the tailgate up, but I started right here because I was using the back of that Tahoe, as that's
my cover, so I'm behind my cover where if I had to go left for whatever reason. So he's closing in, I'm giving him
commands 'drop the knife - drop the knife' you know 'drop the knife' and I'm still letting him run at me and he's
getting close, it comes to the point where I'm like, this is it...I gotta shoot him. I start firing at him and in between
I'm firing at him I'm backing up, I started backing up, you know on the move and cause he's freakin' closing
quick and then once he hit the deck, I just covered...uh...Frank came up, John came up, everyone's good. John
was like, 'hey I'm gonna kick that knife.'"

I told Senior Officer Alonzo we would get to the actions of the other officers momentarily. For now, I asked
him if he would draw an "X" where he was at when he stopped shooting and draw a line connecting the two
points. Senior Officer Alonzo marked an "X" slightly to the south and partially to the east of where his first "X"
was at when he first began firing. While marking the photo, Senior Officer Alonzo stated, "I don't know, I was
somewhere, I was just somewhere in this area here." Senior Officer Alonzo then drew a line connecting the two
"X's" and continued, "This is just approximate; I don't know where I exactly stopped."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if the suspect moved any more after he fell to the ground and he said no. To clarify,
I asked, "After he went down, did he do any moving?" to which he said no. Senior Officer Alonzo confirmed the
suspect let go of the knife when he fell, but stated the knife was still "inches" away from his hand. I asked, "Did
it appear to you that he was making any movements after he went down to either retrieve the knife or anything
else?" and he said, "No, no he stopped moving." Senior Officer Alonzo continued, "It was pretty, the knife was
pretty close to his hand, I mean, from what I remember it was...I mean it was like right next to it."

Senior Officer Alonzo said throughout the entire incident the suspect did not say one word. I asked Senior Officer
Alonzo what he was doing, now that the suspect was down face first on the ground and the knife was no longer in
his hand. Senior Officer Alonzo told us he was standing at about the area where he drew the second "X" in the
photo and he still had his gun drawn on the suspect.

I asked him to tell us what happened next. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "I got on the radio and started...shots
fired - shots fired, dispatch you know, EMS / AMR to our scene um...and then uh...there was a pause there while
I think John (Coffelt) kicked the knife out of his hand in this area (he pointed to the rear passenger side of the
patrol unit) and then I got back on the radio again, I let dispatch know that the subject was down, officers are
Code-4 and we're okay."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he could walk us through anything he said to Officer Coffelt or anything he
saw him (Coffelt) doing. Senior Officer Alonzo said all he can remember is Officer Coffelt saying he was going
to kick the knife out of the suspect's hand once they both determined the suspect was not moving anymore and
Officer Coffelt then did so. I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he would clarify whether or not the knife was still in
the suspect's hand at the point when Officer Coffelt made that statement. Senior Officer Alonzo said the knife
was not in the suspect's hand, but it was still close by as he described earlier; however, he does specifically recall
Officer Coffelt saying, "I'm gonna kick the knife out of the guy's hand." I asked him if he saw where the knife
came to rest after Officer Coffelt kicked it and he said it ended up behind the right rear tire of his (Alonzo's)
patrol unit. I then showed him the photograph pointing out the knife which could be seen in the location he just
described, to which he said, "Yeah that's it."
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I asked Senior Officer Alonzo what he was thinking about once Officer Coffelt kicked the knife away from the
suspect. He said he initially began to consider the fact that they had a scene they needed to deal with when Officer
Huerta arrived and handcuffed the suspect. Senior Officer Alonzo continued, "So he handcuffed him and then
after that, I don't know how many seconds went by and then we started ren...we...we went in, or I would say we
started rendering aid to the suspect, once he wasn't moving anymore or anything. I went in, I patted him down
for any more weapons and um...I un-handcuffed him and then I went and got my medical bag and got some gauze
out and handed em' to Huerta and he started putting pressure on his wounds, and then I put pressure on one
of his, I think there was a...might have been a stomach wound, I did for a while and then finally...fire got there,
EMS."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if we could go back to the part of the incident where he described Officer Huerta
handcuffing the suspect. I asked him if he said anything to Officer Huerta as he (Huerta) approached the suspect,
or if by chance Officer Huerta said anything to him (Alonzo). Senior Officer Alonzo said, "I think he just, I think
he said 'hey let's start rendering aid to the guy.'" I asked him if he saw the suspect making any movements when
Officer Huerta was handcuffing him and he said no. I asked him what Officer Huerta did after handcuffing
the suspect and he said he did not know. I told him earlier he mentioned they started rendering first aid to
the suspect and asked him if he would walk us through that taking place. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "Well I,
like I said there was a pause of I don't know how many seconds and then we just decided, okay well let's just
start, I think he (Huerta) said let's start rendering aid to the guy. So, I patted him down real quick while he
was handcuffed, for any more weapons and then I un-handcuffed him and um...rolled him over and we started
rendering first aid." Regarding the first aid, he said they used "direct pressure" to the bullet wounds on his chest.
I asked who was applying the direct pressure and he said, "Frank, and then I put some pressure for a little bit
onto, I believe there was a wound maybe on his lower abdomen area, somewhere around here (Alonzo pointed to
his stomach area) and then that was it and then EMS got there, from what I recall."

I told Senior Officer Alonzo that we had located a pocket knife at the scene and he said, "Yeah, that's Frank's." I
asked him if he would tell us how the knife became involved in the incident. Senior Officer Alonzo told us Officer
Huerta used the knife to cut the suspect's shirt, so he could get to his chest. Senior Officer Alonzo told us he left
his (Alonzo's) handcuff key at the scene and it had blood on it.

I asked who exposed the suspect's chest by pulling his shirt up and he said Officer Huerta did. I asked if he was
present when that occurred and he said yes. I asked him to describe the injuries he saw to the suspect. Senior
Officer Alonzo said, "I, I only, I could really only see, I could, I just, he was covered in, his chest was covered
in blood and I could really just see an entry wound it looked like on his stomach area and uh...yeah I didn't, I
couldn't physically see entry wounds on his chest...there was just too much blood."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if the suspect appeared to be breathing at this point while Officer Huerta was
pulling up his shirt and he said no. I asked, "Did he appear deceased to you?" and he answered "yes." I asked,
"Immediately upon rolling him over, or after, did some time elapse before you had that thought that he was
deceased?" Senior Officer Alonzo answered, "Well, I believed he was deceased right after, right, right when he
hit the deck, right after he hit the deck, cause he wasn't moving anymore, but, but I'm not a doctor so, I don't
know, so I went in and we went in and tried to render aid."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he reloaded his gun at any point during or following the shooting; which included
a tactical load or speed load and he said no. I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he recalled at which point he
holstered his gun and he said after the suspect was handcuffed.
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Regarding his earlier statement where he felt as though the suspect was deceased, I asked him if he could tell
us what was going through his mind at that particular moment. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "Well, now I'm the
Watch Commander, now is the aftermath, let's get this place secure and shut everything down and I knew, I was
looking down the street at Palm, I'm like man I wish I had a couple units right now so I called dispatch and said
'hey can you see if Station 1 can send one, maybe two units,' and thankfully you guys send six, which was like
awesome. That's where my mindset was now, okay that's over, let's get this scene secure, notify everyone that we
need to notify and you know lock it down, get people out of here, keep people out of the area, as much as we can
cause there's only three of us."

Regarding Senior Officer Alonzo, for a period of time, acting as the Incident Commander following this shooting
event, I asked him if he was ever relinquished of those responsibilities and if so, could he express for us what was
going through his mind, including any emotional feelings he may have experienced. Senior Officer Alonzo did
not answer right away and Dawson asked, "Express what?" I clarified asking, "Were you ever able to relinquish
your Incident Commander and think about what had just occurred?" Senior Officer Alonzo said, "No, I was just
doing the job at hand, what I was trained to do."

Following the shooting, Senior Officer Alonzo requested medical personnel "right away" over the patrol radio. I
asked Senior Officer Alonzo to tell us what was occurring at the point in time when emergency medical personnel
arrived on scene, further asking, "Is first aid still being rendered by Huerta?" Senior Officer Alonzo asked,
"Once they (fire/ems) showed up?" to which I answered yes. He continued, "They took over." I asked, "So they
relieved him?" to which he said, "To my knowledge yeah." I asked him where he was when the medical personnel
arrived on scene and began tending to the suspect. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "I think I went and grabbed some
tape and I'm walking down to Palm St. and trying to tape off Palm St. so no cars could come in and tell...you
know we're just trying to get this scene secure."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he recalled having any conversations with either Officer Huerta or Officer
Coffelt about what had occurred while still at the scene. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "At the scene, yeah, kind of
just, I remember just making some statements to them about what had happened and then you know, what we
gotta do." I asked him if he recalled, specifically, what he might have told them and he said no.

I reminded him how earlier he spoke about the Sheriff's Office sending him six patrol units and I asked if any of
those were sergeants. Senior Officer Alonzo told us Sergeants Aguilar and Sparks showed up and he thought they
arrived at around the same time. I asked him to tell us what happened after they arrived; further inquiring if
they asked him any questions. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "Sergeant Aguilar was like 'hey Matt what's up, what
do we got going on' I told him you know, I let him know kind of like what had happened real quick just so...where
evidence is at and we still need to get certain things taped up and the area secure." I asked him to elaborate when
he said he "let him know what happened." Senior Officer Alonzo said, "I let him know that, you know, we were,
I was in a shooting, I was the shooter and I let him know where the suspect had come from and where the shots
had gone and uh...just to kind of let him know that's the, that's the, that's the scene right there and I let him know
that there was blood up and down the sidewalks um...and um...he was kind of like 'alright, you know just chill
out we'll take over' but I was still like 'hey this is what's going on' you know just to kind of let him know so, and
then finally we...um...finally we, I stopped, my Commander got there." Senior Officer Alonzo said Commander
Cordero arrived on scene. I asked if he had any further exchanges with Sergeant Aguilar other than the basic
public safety questions. Senior Officer Alonzo replied, "Yeah, yeah basic safety stuff from what I recall and I let
him know."

I asked about his department's Body Worn Camera (referred to hereafter as BWC) system and asked him if he
was wearing one that day and he said yes. He explained that he shares his camera with another officer because his
assigned camera went missing a long time ago. Senior Officer Alonzo said prior to briefing that day, he went into
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the records office, retrieved a camera and affixed it to his uniform. I asked if the cameras are maintained in an
area with a docking station to ensure they have a full charge and he said yes. Senior Officer Alonzo commented
that the cameras "should" have a full charge, but he went on to say that they have experienced, "A lot of
malfunctions with those cameras." I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he has received any training on the use of the
BWC's and he said "to some degree."

I asked him if there was a way for the user to determine if the BWC is recording and he said it vibrates when
activated. I asked him if he happened to activate his BWC at any point during the incident. Senior Officer Alonzo
said he thought he had activated it when he was turning left onto E. Ventura St. Senior Officer Alonzo described
how he manipulated a sliding mechanism on his camera to activate it and he was under the impression it was
recording prior to and during the incident. I asked him if Officers Huerta and Coffelt were recording from
their BWC's at any point during the incident, to which he said "I believe they were, I don't know." I said, "If
you didn't know that at the time, did you learn that after the fact?" Senior Officer Alonzo answered, "Yeah, I
didn't know, I mean...I know that now, that they had some video going on, you know." I asked him if he had an
opportunity to sit with his attorney and view the footage from his BWC and he said yes.

Regarding him activating his BWC during the incident, I asked if that was the first time that day he had recorded
anything on the BWC and he said, "That would have been the first recording of the shift, to my knowledge I was
the only one who grabbed that camera so." I asked, "So any prior recordings wouldn't have been from you and
your shift when you were wearing it that day" to which he said "correct."

I asked him how he ultimately ended up leaving the scene and he explained that Sergeant Aguilar transported the
three of them (Huerta, Coffelt and Alonzo) back to the Santa Paula Police Station. He confirmed he still had his
BWC on his person when he arrived at the station. I asked him what took place once they arrived at the station.
Senior Officer Alonzo said the three of them were placed in different areas within the station while they awaited
their attorney's arrival. I asked him what locations they went to within the station and he said, "I remember
briefing room, records room and there's a back office, half our department's freakin' under construction. No
wait, somebody was in the kitchen, so I think Coffelt was in the kitchen." I clarified, "So you guys all went to
different areas, you guys all got separated?" and he said yes.

I asked him if at any point he recalled someone taking his BWC camera from him and, if so, could he tell us who
did that and what they might have done with it. Senior Officer Alonzo said Sergeant Madison (Santa Paula Police
Department) took possession of his BWC while his attorney (Dawson) was present. Sergeant Madison then went
to go download the camera. I asked him if he accompanied Sergeant Madison when he went to go download the
camera and he said yes. I then asked if he was able to view any of the footage from his camera at that time and he
said no, further stating, "Apparently there was some kind of malfunction."

I asked him to tell us what the normal protocol is for the Santa Paula Police Department, as it pertained to
officers downloading BWC footage which contains either pertinent or evidentiary data. Senior Officer Alonzo
said, "So, so say you have something you need to attach to a report, is that kind of what you're asking right?" I
told him yes. He continued, "So we go to the docking station, we put the camera in the docking station, we turn
the camera on, there's a computer connected to it, it will show if it's reading it or not, and if it is it will say how
many files and then you just wait...I mean you could have ten files on there that take five seconds, you could have
ten files that take an hour, you could have one file that takes an hour...I mean, that's just from my experience. So
once you do that and it says it downloaded correctly then we go into our system and you find it." Senior Officer
Alonzo said the system is called Wolf Com and he continued to say once you find the video you can tag it and
correlate it to a suspect or event and it is placed into a file which cannot be erased.
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Detective Macias discussed the other force options/weapons Senior Officer Alonzo earlier described as having
on his gun belt and asked him, "Why didn't you use any of that?" to which he answered, "I was in an immediate
lethal situation."

Detective Macias asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he recalled the suspect's body movements while he was being
shot. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He was just in a full sprint, towards me, looking right at me, and he never
deviated any other direction but that." Detective Macias asked him if he saw the suspect "spin" at all and he said
no.

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he was holding his gun with one hand or two and he said he was holding his gun
with two hands. I asked, "Kind of like a tactical, like we're trained?" to which he said "correct." I asked, "Was
there any other option other than to use deadly force here Matt?" to which he answered, "None, no."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he has any idea who the suspect is and he said "none." I asked, "Have you
learned who he is since the shooting?" to which he answered, "I heard a name from the paper, but I don't even
remember what his name was, other than Jose." I again confirmed Senior Officer Alonzo did not recall having
ever contacted the suspect before the day of the shooting.

(We took an intermission and returned to the interview at approximately 1750 hours).

I had Senior Officer Alonzo sign and date the back of the photographs we had been using to reference. After
doing so, Detective Macias spent a moment describing how Senior Officer Alonzo earlier marked the aerial
photograph with "X's" to depict specific locations the suspect was at. Detective Macias asked Senior Officer
Alonzo if he could describe for us any facial expressions on the part of the suspect and whether or not he saw any
changes as the incident progressed. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He was just locked in on me and he had like that
thousand yard stare coming, you know straight at me that's what I remember from his face."

Detective Macias brought up Senior Officer Alonzo's earlier statement where he indicated he saw at least two
rounds strike the suspect. Detective Macias asked him where the rounds impacted the suspect and he said, "In
his upper chest area." Detective Macias asked, "Did, when you perceived those rounds hitting him, did you see
any movement at all from his body. Did his body go left or right, up or down, side...any...any direction what
did...what did you see in that?" Senior Officer Alonzo said, "I just saw that he was still running at me, he was still
coming forward." Detective Macias asked him where the knife was at this point, to which he said, "Still above
him, around his head area." Detective Macias said, "To your best of your recollection you can't, once again I'm
trying, let me put this...you didn't see any body movements, to the best of your recollection?" Senior Officer
Alonzo asked, "After he hit the deck?" to which Detective Macias clarified, "No, as he's, as he's running toward
you, when the rounds are hitting." Senior Officer Alonzo said, "No, he's still running at me, that's why I was still
shooting at him, until the, until he, the threat was done." Detective Macias asked, "And you didn't see any spin,
any other movement, anything like that?" to which he said "no."

I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if he knows what it means to be "squared up" and/or "shoulder to shoulder" with
someone and he said yes. I asked Senior Officer Alonzo if that is how the suspect was coming at him, or was it
possible that the suspect was at different angles. Senior Officer Alonzo said, "He was squared up, he was squared
up, right at me."

I reiterated how earlier in the interview he described for us how he saw Officer Coffelt's patrol unit pull up, but
he (Senior Officer Alonzo) kept his focus on the subject running at him with a knife. I asked him if he realized,
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I uploaded the digital audio file (containing Senior Officer Alonzo's statement) onto the Major Crimes
Transcription Module (T: Drive) to later be accessible as evidence in this case.

Additionally, I made a Xerox copy of the aerial photograph(s) utilized for reference during Senior Officer
Alonzo's interview, incorporating them into the digitized case file; respectively as Evidence Item # 377. I later
booked the original photograph(s) into the Ventura Property Room for retention and to later be accessible as
evidence in this case.
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For complete details, order and context of statements, refer to the digital audio file and/or the
transcription.

STATEMENT OF SANTA PAULA POLICE OFFICER JOHN COFFELT:

At the beginning of the interview, introductions were made identifying those present in the room;
which included myself, Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias, Officer John Coffelt and Andrew Dawson
(Dawson & Riley; Attorneys at Law).

I spent a moment telling Officer Coffelt that as I understood it, he has had some time over the last
couple of days to consult with his attorney (Dawson) and ultimately he (Officer Coffelt) has agreed
to provide us with a voluntary statement as to the incident which took place on Sunday April 9, 2017.
Officer Coffelt agreed that was accurate.

I told Officer Coffelt that I wanted to begin the interview by obtaining some basic background
information from him regarding his law enforcement career. Officer Coffelt told us this June he will
have worked for 21 years in law enforcement and that entire time frame has been with the Santa Paula
Police Department. His current rank is Police Officer and his assignment is patrol services. I asked
him if he would share with us what some of his responsibilities are as a patrol officer in Santa Paula.
Officer Coffelt said he responds to calls for service; including incidents such as thefts, shootings and
medical calls. Officer Coffelt simply stated, "Whenever people call and need the police."

I told Officer Coffelt that the incident took place on April 9th, which was a Sunday. I asked him who
the supervisor was that day and he said it was Senior Officer Alonzo. I asked Officer Coffelt if it was
common practice at the Santa Paula Police Department for a Senior Officer to be in charge of a patrol
shift and he said yes. Officer Coffelt elaborated and explained that when a sergeant has the day off,
the "Senior Officer" acts as the shift supervisor. Officer Coffelt said the minimum staffing on dayshift
in Santa Paula is two officers and one supervisor, for a total of three officers.

I asked Officer Coffelt how many officers were assigned to work on Sunday April 9th and he said
there were two officers and a supervisor. That day his shift began at approximately 0545 hours and
he arrived to work at about 0525 hours. I asked Officer Coffelt to describe for us how he typically
prepares for a patrol shift. Officer Coffelt said he usually comes to work with his patrol pants and
boots already on, so when he arrives at work he only has to put on his vest, patrol shirt and gun belt.
I asked Officer Coffelt who else was assigned to work patrol on April 9th and he said it was himself,
Officer Frank Huerta and Senior Officer Matt Alonzo. Officer Coffelt confirmed that the three of them
comprised the entire patrol shift assigned to Santa Paula that day.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he was made aware of anything that morning at the start of his shift that
might bear any significance; including any information from calls or incidents that were passed along
from the previous shift and he said "no nothing, nothing that I recall no." I asked if he attended a shift
briefing and he said yes. I asked who provided that briefing and he said it was Senior Officer Alonzo
who gave the briefing to him and Officer Huerta. I asked if Officer Alonzo addressed anything at that
briefing of note or significance and he said "nothing special."

I asked Officer Coffelt to explain for us what took place after briefing. Officer Coffelt explained for us
how Senior Officer Alonzo assigned the officers the beat they would be working that day and gave
Officer Coffelt the discretion to choose which beat he wanted to work. Officer Coffelt continued, "He
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Officer Coffelt said Senior Officer Alonzo pulled out of the station first and he (Officer Coffelt)
followed him to the call. I confirmed with Officer Coffelt that he and Officer Alonzo took the same
route to the call. I asked him what was going through his mind at this particular moment when he
was responding to this man with a knife call. Officer Coffelt said, "Honestly we get so many calls
of subjects disturbing, transients disturbing, it was just uh...to me it was just a typical call in Santa
Paula, it was just 'let's go and see what it is,' it wasn't...nothing stood out." I asked Officer Coffelt
to describe his "Officer Safety Alert Level." Officer Coffelt said, "It was higher than if I was going to
a theft, you know, report, but other than that it was no more higher than any other typical subject
disturbing, person with a knife call."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he had any considerations while responding to this man with a knife call
with one other officer. Officer Coffelt said while responding to the call he noticed that Officer Huerta
was following his patrol unit; which he took into consideration. I asked him if he was surprised to
see Officer Huerta was also responding to the call on E. Ventura St., when it had been discussed just
moments earlier that he (Officer Huerta) was going to handle the stolen vehicle report call. Officer
Coffelt said it did "not really" surprise him, due to the nature of the call they were responding to.
Officer Coffelt described Officer Huerta's decision to pre-empt from the report call and respond to the
man with a knife call as being a "good officer."

I asked Officer Coffelt if Senior Officer Alonzo's patrol unit was ahead of his (Officer Coffelt's) when
they made a left turn onto E. Ventura St. and he said yes, further stating that Senior Officer Alonzo's
patrol unit was, "About, I would say a couple hundred yards in front of me." Officer Coffelt continued
to say that Officer Huerta's patrol unit was closer in proximity to his (Officer Coffelt's) patrol unit
than Senior Officer Alonzo's vehicle was. To illustrate as such, Officer Coffelt explained how he went
"10-97" (police code for arrival on scene) over the patrol radio for both himself and Officer Huerta,
due to their close proximity to one another. I asked him if he heard Senior Officer Alonzo go "10-97"
over the radio and he said yes, further stating Senior Officer Alonzo broadcasted "10-97" over the
patrol radio about "less than five seconds" before he (Officer Coffelt) did.

I asked Officer Coffelt to describe for us what took place once he turned left onto E. Ventura St.
Officer Coffelt said he saw Senior Officer Alonzo's patrol unit driving "slowly, obviously just looking"
westbound on E. Ventura St. Officer Coffelt's patrol unit was "right behind" Senior Officer Alonzo's
patrol unit. Officer Coffelt said Senior Officer Alonzo brought his patrol unit to a stop and at the time
Officer Coffelt did not know why. Officer Coffelt then saw Senior Officer Alonzo exit his patrol unit. In
response, Officer Coffelt also brought his patrol unit to a stop, but "further back" from Senior Officer
Alonzo's vehicle. Officer Coffelt estimated the distance between his patrol unit and Senior Officer
Alonzo's vehicle was about one and a half car lengths "at least."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he saw anyone else at this location, other than Senior Officer Alonzo. Officer
Coffelt said he saw that Officer Huerta had turned his patrol unit left (southbound) into the second
alley of the apartment complex. Officer Coffelt said the area where Officer Huerta turned into the alley
is known as the Lobero Condos.

I asked Officer Coffelt to tell us what happened next and he said after Senior Officer Alonzo stopped,
he (Officer Coffelt) was sitting in his patrol unit waiting for a moment to see what was going on.
Officer Coffelt continued, "And then he got out of his unit and I saw him go like (Officer Coffelt
articulated his head to the left) you know...gesture to the left, which would be north, down an alley
way." I asked Officer Coffelt if Senior Officer Alonzo gestured with his head/face or perhaps with
his hand to draw his (Officer Coffelt's) attention to the north. Officer Coffelt said he does not recall
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exactly, but he remembers Senior Officer Alonzo gesturing in some manner. Officer Coffelt continued,
"The guy's that way, you know, like...him (Senior Officer Alonzo) and I, we work together a lot and we,
I know him well; so he was letting me know the subject was that way, which would have been north of
us. And then I got out of my car and I saw him take his gun out so at that point, since I knew we were
dealing with a subject with a knife, I went Less Lethal and I took my Taser out." I asked Officer Coffelt
if he could see anyone other than Senior Officer Alonzo at this point in time and he said no. I asked
if it was dark outside and Officer Coffelt said it was daylight. I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalls what
time it was when they arrived on E. Ventura St. and he said, "Six thirty-ish, little after six."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he and Senior Officer Alonzo brought their patrol cars to a stop in the middle
of the road and he described how they were on the right side of the roadway and if another motorist
were to have approached from the opposite direction there was room to pass by their patrol vehicles.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled how Senior Officer Alonzo was holding his gun and he said he
is not certain, but he thinks it might have been down at his side. Officer Coffelt continued, "I just
remember seeing him take his gun out." Officer Coffelt said Senior Officer Alonzo was looking to the
north so he (Officer Coffelt) also began looking to the north.

Officer Coffelt described for us how he began to walk toward the front of his patrol unit, while looking
to the north, but he still did not see anyone at this point. Officer Coffelt continued, "And then all of
a sudden, I see a person, Hispanic male, running what to me is a sprint, with a knife over his head,
directly at what I would assume is Officer Alonzo's direction, at a full speed and all I saw was that
knife. I wanna describe him running it kind of looked like uh...like the way Forest Gump would run full
speed, but with a knife over his head and his head just lookin' straight ahead, like as at um...I would
assume he's, he was looking at Officer Alonzo."

I told Officer Coffelt I wanted to back up to the point where he initially saw the suspect. I asked Officer
Coffelt if he could tell us where the suspect came from, or perhaps where he appeared to have come
from when he (Officer Coffelt) first saw him. Officer Coffelt explained how to his right side (north side
of E. Ventura St.) there was a wall obstructing his view. Officer Coffelt said, "I could not, so I could
not, what Officer Alonzo was seeing, I could not see what he was seeing, until he (suspect) broke the
perimeter of that wall, which was and he was at the sidewalk at that point running southbound at a
full, at a, running full, you know, so very fast."

To aid in our understanding of Officer Coffelt's position and vantage point, I provided an aerial
photograph of the crime scene (which was taken by the Sheriff's Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Unit). The
photograph shows the wall Officer Coffelt was referring to; which ran east and westbound along the
north side of E. Ventura St. and appears from the photo to either be covered with, or abutting a hedge
that runs the entire length of the wall.

Using a black Sharpie pen, Officer Coffelt drew a small dot on the photograph where the east-west
wall connects with a north-south wall at the driveway entrance to an apartment complex located
west of the Santa Paula city yard. Officer Coffelt, while describing how Senior Officer Alonzo had a
different vantage point than him, drew an "X" to illustrate where he (Officer Coffelt) was standing in
the roadway. (Note: Where Officer Coffelt drew the "X" one would not be able to see northbound up
this mentioned driveway, rather they would only be able to view a small portion of the driveway apron
near the sidewalk).
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Officer Coffelt confirmed he did not see the suspect until he was approximately at the sidewalk.
I asked Officer Coffelt to continue telling us what his observations were from that point. Officer
Coffelt said he "zeroed in" on the knife the suspect was holding. While describing the suspect's
actions, Officer Coffelt held his right hand up in the air, about level with his head, making a fist as if to
showcase he was holding something. Officer Coffelt said the handle of the knife was enclosed in the
suspect's fist and he could clearly see the shiny metallic portion of the "long blade" protruding out
in front of the suspect's fist; pointing toward Senior Officer Alonzo. I asked Officer Coffelt if he could
elaborate more for us when he described the suspect as running like Forest Gump. Officer Coffelt
said, "The way, just the way he looked, he was running full speed, in a full, full speed, and with his
you know, back straight and just." I asked Officer Coffelt if the suspect said anything and he said he
did not hear the suspect say anything. I asked Officer Coffelt if he said anything at that point. Officer
Coffelt said, "I didn't have a, if I did I didn't, don't recall."

I asked Officer Coffelt what he did upon seeing the suspect running toward Senior Officer Alonzo with
the knife. Officer Coffelt answered, "I had my Taser out, so I went to point with my Taser and as I went
like that (Officer Coffelt brought his hands up together, about level with his chest, as if to demonstrate
he was pointing his Taser at a target) then I heard gunshots." I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled
how many gunshots he heard and he said "four to six it sounded like." I asked Officer Coffelt if he
saw Senior Officer Alonzo firing his gun and he said no. Officer Coffelt described how Senior Officer
Alonzo was to his (Officer Coffelt's) left and to the rear of him. I asked, "So if you're looking to the
north and he's looking to your north, the way you described this, Senior Alonzo is to your left?" to
which Officer Coffelt replied "and back." I asked, "And behind you a little bit?" to which he said yes.

I asked Officer Coffelt what happened after the shots were fired. Officer Coffelt said, "The first volley,
it was a volley of shots and the, the second I heard that shot he immediately started div-diving down,
going down, just immediately, just went down, uh...face first, to the ground." I asked Officer Coffelt
if he recalled whether or not the suspect appeared to have put his hands out in front of him in an
attempt to catch his fall. Officer Coffelt said he did not recall, rather he simply remembered the
suspect "going down."

I asked Officer Coffelt to tell us what happened after he saw the suspect fall down. Officer Coffelt
said, "Um...the knife, he was, he's face first, he was still squirming around, moving around you know
trying to get, it looked like he was trying, I don't know if he was trying to get up or what, but he was
moving and he wasn't saying anything...um...and the knife was like real close to his right hand, it
looked to me like he was still trying to grab, grab, grab at that knife." Officer Coffelt described how
he told Senior Officer Alonzo to cover him and he (Officer Coffelt) kicked the knife away from the
suspect's hand. Officer Coffelt said he kicked the knife with his right boot. Officer Coffelt said, "Cause
I saw his hand still trying to grab at the knife, before I kicked it."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he and Senior Officer Alonzo communicated anything to each other at that
point. Officer Coffelt said he told Senior Officer Alonzo that he (Officer Coffelt) was going to handcuff
the suspect. Officer Coffelt said he put his "gun away" (presumably referring to his Taser gun) and
began to put gloves on when he saw Officer Huerta arrive on scene. Officer Huerta announced that
he would handle handcuffing the suspect. I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled how much time had
elapsed from the time of the shooting to when Officer Huerta arrived on scene, to which he said "less
than 45 seconds I would imagine."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he could describe for us what was going through his mind while all of this
was occurring. Officer Coffelt said, "You know obviously shock, you know, like, just, just happened
so fast, you know, this guy was you know, gonna, gonna kill one, kill you know, Senior Officer Alonzo
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I mean the, with the pace he was coming at him, the speed, and then you know with the, the way his
intent and, and then I was just looking to see if he was, how badly injured he was from the gunshots
and uh...from my tra...my experience, I looked up and I just, I said he's, he's dead, I remember saying
that." I confirmed he remembered saying "he's dead" to Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Huerta. I
asked Officer Coffelt what made him believe the suspect was dead. Officer Coffelt told us prior to his
law enforcement career, he was an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) for three years in Oxnard
and he has been on scene of many gunshot victims and he knew from looking at the suspect that he
was dead. Officer Coffelt said, "I just know that look, I remember his eyes rolling back in his head and
then um...that was it."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he could tell us about anything further Senior Officer Alonzo did after firing
his gun; including any movements he made or any manipulation of his weapon. Officer Coffelt told us
he does not know what Senior Officer Alonzo did with his gun after firing; but he knew Senior Officer
Alonzo was "covering me" when he went to kick the knife away from the suspect. Officer Coffelt
remembered when Officer Huerta arrived to handcuff the suspect they (Senior Officer Alonzo and
Officer Huerta) talked about applying pressure with bandages to the suspect's wounds.

Officer Coffelt said he moved his patrol car further back (to the east) and parked it at an angle to
block off traffic to prevent traffic from entering the scene from westbound E. Ventura St. He does not
recall if he told Senior Officer Alonzo he was going to do it, or if Senior Officer Alonzo directed him to
do so. Officer Coffelt, using the aerial photo I provided earlier, pointed out where he had moved his
patrol unit. The photo depicted a black and white police car parked to the rear (to the east) of Senior
Officer Alonzo's patrol vehicle. Officer Coffelt pointed to that vehicle and told us that was Officer
Huerta's patrol vehicle. Officer Coffelt pointed to where his patrol unit was prior to him moving it
further to the east. Earlier in the interview, Officer Coffelt had placed a small black dot on the photo
to showcase approximately where he was standing during the incident. I asked Officer Coffelt if that
black dot represented where he was standing or if it was intended to depict where his patrol unit
was parked. Officer Coffelt said, "Probably where my vehicle was at, when I think about it now." I
asked Officer Coffelt if he would draw a circle where he believed his patrol unit was parked and an "X"
where he felt as though he (Officer Coffelt) was standing during the shooting. (Note: Officer Coffelt
drew two dots with a circle around them to illustrate where his patrol unit was parked and a small "X"
right beside the circle; in the area where the driver's side front corner would be on his patrol car).

I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled what was occurring while he was moving his patrol unit to block
traffic. Officer Coffelt said while he was moving his patrol unit Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer
Huerta were providing First Aid to the suspect. I asked Officer Coffelt if he was present when First Aid
was initially started and he said no.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he personally had any physical contact with the suspect; other than when he
kicked the knife away, to which he responded, "I never touched him no."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he could back up to the point of the incident when Officer Huerta first arrived
on scene. I asked if he could walk us through anything he observed Officer Huerta say or do. Officer
Coffelt recalled Officer Huerta arrived and told them "calm down guys, relax." Officer Huerta then said
he would handcuff the suspect. Officer Coffelt said "they" rolled him (suspect) over onto his back and
it was at this point that Officer Coffelt made the statement that the suspect is dead. I asked Officer
Coffelt if by "they" he meant that he saw Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Huerta both physically
rolling the suspect over. Officer Coffelt said he was not certain if they both rolled the suspect, or if
only one of them rolled him over. After the suspect was rolled over onto his back, Officer Coffelt went
and moved his patrol unit to block traffic.
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I asked Officer Coffelt to view the aerial photo and in doing so I asked him if his patrol vehicle (as
depicted in the photo) remained in the same position. Officer Coffelt confirmed after he moved his
patrol vehicle diagonally to block traffic it was not moved again. I asked him if Officer Huerta's patrol
car appears to be in the same location as where Officer Huerta initially parked it when he arrived on
scene. Officer Coffelt said he does not know if Officer Huerta's vehicle was moved or not.

I asked Officer Coffelt to tell us what he did after moving his patrol car and he said he walked back to
where Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Huerta were tending to the suspect. It was then that Senior
Officer Alonzo instructed him (Officer Coffelt) to put up crime scene tape west of the location of
the suspect. I pointed to the aerial photograph where crime scene tape can be seen blocking off E.
Ventura St. (west of the location of the shooting) and Officer Coffelt confirmed he put up that tape
from the north side of E. Ventura St. to the south side.

I asked Officer Coffelt to tell us what happened next. Officer Coffelt went on to describe how they
were waiting for fire and ambulance personnel to arrive and he recalled asking his dispatch if they
were enroute. Dispatch confirmed via the patrol radio that emergency medical personnel were
enroute. Officer Coffelt was then instructed by Senior Officer Alonzo to start taking photographs of
the scene.

I asked Officer Coffelt to back up to the point right after the gunshots were fired. I asked him if anyone
broadcasted any radio traffic over the air. Officer Coffelt said, "Yes, I was getting ready to put out
'shots fired' but I saw Senior...Senior Officer Alonzo do it first." I asked Officer Coffelt if he can recall
what Senior Officer Alonzo said over the patrol radio. Officer Coffelt told us Senior Officer Alonzo
said something about "shots fired." I asked Officer Coffelt if he broadcasted any radio traffic after
the shooting and he said he did not, other than asking dispatch if fire and ambulance personnel were
enroute.

I asked Officer Coffelt if any other officers had shown up at the point where he was putting up crime
scene tape and he said no. I asked Officer Coffelt if he knew what Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer
Huerta were doing while he (Officer Coffelt) was putting up crime scene tape. He said he did not know
exactly what they were doing, but he believed they were likely still tending to the suspect. Officer
Coffelt continued, "Then I remember the fire department arriving and I met them and I told them what
we had and then I remember soon after that paramedics arriving and I told them what happened; I just
told them it was an officer involved shooting."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he observed Officer Huerta handcuffing the suspect and he said yes. I asked
if he knew whether or not the suspect was searched and he told us he did not search the suspect, nor
did he see the suspect being searched by either Senior Officer Alonzo or Officer Huerta.

I asked Officer Coffelt if there were any other items, excluding the knife he already mentioned, that
were at the scene which he might recall. Officer Coffelt remembered the suspect was not wearing any
shoes, which he thought was rather odd. Officer Coffelt also recalled the suspect was wearing white
socks. He then mentioned that at one point he walked over to where the knife was that he had kicked
earlier and he described it to us as being "pretty big."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he recognized the suspect and he said no. I asked him if he looked familiar to
him at all and he said no. I asked Officer Coffelt if he later learned who the suspect was and he said
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no. Officer Coffelt said he forgot to mention something earlier and he went on to say that he recalled
asking the suspect what his name was and he believed this occurred prior to Officer Huerta's arrival.
Officer Coffelt continued, "Cause he was still moving around and, and I said it in Spanish 'como se
llama, como se llama' and he wouldn't answer me."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he returned to the location where Senior Officer Alonzo, Officer Huerta and
the suspect were after he put up crime scene tape. Officer Coffelt said, "Actually Senior Officer
Alonzo asked me to take pictures, so I just was, started taking pictures of uh...the suspect when he
was down, I was taking pictures of the cars on the...both side of the street...um I took pictures of the
paramedics after they pronounced him, just taking pictures every."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled having any conversations about the incident with Senior Officer
Alonzo and Officer Huerta at the scene and he said no. I asked him if Senior Officer Alonzo made any
statement to him about what he saw from his (Senior Officer Alonzo's) point of view. Officer Coffelt
said, "Um...that, that the suspect was way down the alley, cause I asked him (Senior Officer Alonzo) I
said 'where was he?' and he said he was 'way down he was down the alley' and uh...I remember him
(Senior Officer Alonzo) saying that." I asked Officer Coffelt when Senior Officer Alonzo made that
statement, to which he replied, "After the shoo...after he was handcuffed and, and he was pronounced
dead." I asked, "Immediately after or five minutes later, or twenty minutes later?" Officer Coffelt said it
occurred "a few minutes" after the suspect was pronounced dead. Officer Coffelt continued, "Cause I
said 'where'd he come from?' you know cause he, just next thing I know he comes at a flash from this,
behind this wall and he (Senior Officer Alonzo) said he was down the alley and he pointed down the
alley."

Getting back to the part of the incident when the shooting occurred; I asked Officer Coffelt if he
recalled where Senior Officer Alonzo was standing. Officer Coffelt said, "After the shots were fired?
Um...yeah he was behind me to my left because I...I made eye contact with him (Senior Officer Alonzo)
first thing I as...first thing I asked him was he okay and then I said well cover me I'm gonna kick...you
know move the weapon away from...from his hand." I asked Officer Coffelt if he could describe for
us where Senior Officer Alonzo was in relation to his (Senior Officer Alonzo's) patrol vehicle. Using
the aerial photograph, Officer Coffelt drew a small black dot to depict where Senior Officer Alonzo
was positioned; which was on the driver's side of Senior Officer Alonzo's patrol vehicle, slightly east
of and to the south of the driver's side corner of the rear bumper. Officer Coffelt pointed out the fact
that in the aerial photograph we were viewing, Senior Officer Alonzo's patrol vehicle appears slightly
closer to where he (Officer Coffelt) was standing and he explained that was because in the photo the
rear trunk hatch is open. (Thus, giving the impression Senior Officer Alonzo's patrol unit is not only
larger in size, but also extends outward further to the east).

I asked Officer Coffelt if he could estimate how long he was at the scene before being asked to go
back to the Santa Paula Police Station. Officer Coffelt thought he was on scene between twenty to
thirty minutes before being driven to his station. Officer Coffelt described how the Sheriff's Office
arrived at the scene and took over control of the incident.

I told Officer Coffelt I wanted to talk about the arrival of the fire department and paramedics. I
confirmed he was still on scene when they arrived. I asked him if he could provide any additional
information about emergency medical personnel arriving. Officer Coffelt said he was taking
photographs along the north side of E. Ventura St., east of where the suspect was, when he saw the
fire department arrive and park their fire truck near his (Officer Coffelt's) patrol unit. Officer Coffelt
said he "briefly" told the fire personnel that there had been an "officer involved shooting." The fire
personnel then walked past Officer Coffelt and continued west on E. Ventura St. until they arrived
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at the location of the suspect. I asked Officer Coffelt if he observed any actions the fire personnel
may have performed and he said no. He further stated that he remained to the east of his patrol
vehicle taking photographs of the scene and of the cars which were present along the north side of E.
Ventura St.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he made any observations while he was taking photographs, to which he
said, "A lot of blood drops, on both sides of the sidewalk." Using the aerial photograph, I provided
Officer Coffelt with a pen with red ink and asked him to mark the photo in the area where he observed
blood drops. Officer Coffelt drew small red dots to depict blood droplets on the photograph. Officer
Coffelt said he saw blood on the north sidewalk of E. Ventura St.; in the roadway along the driver's
side of vehicles parked on the north side of E. Ventura St.; on the south sidewalk of E. Ventura St. and
on Palm Avenue (though Palm Ave. was not illustrated in this aerial photograph) both to the north
and south of E. Ventura St. I asked Officer Coffelt if he actually walked in the areas he was describing
and he said yes. He further stated that residents in the area were pointing out areas to him which
contained blood. Officer Coffelt described these people as "looky-loos" whom were identifying areas
where there was blood. Officer Coffelt recalled seeing blood drops on the ground in the alley where
the suspect came from. Officer Coffelt marked the photograph with red dots in the alley and made a
trail toward E. Ventura St. to the point where the suspect "was engaged."

I asked Officer Coffelt what was going through his mind while he was observing all of the mentioned
blood droplets. Officer Coffelt told us he was asking himself, "What the hell happened here, why is
blood everywhere?" Officer Coffelt went on to say that the blood drops did not make any sense to
him because the suspect "engaged us" in a completely different location.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he also took photographs of the blood and he said he did, but continued
to say, "I am sure I missed some of it, but it's you know...as best as my camera could take, would, I
did." I asked Officer Coffelt what camera he used to take these photographs and he explained it is
his department issued Canon camera. I asked him if he knows about how many photographs he took
using this camera and he said he is not certain of the exact number, but he estimates he took between
50 to 75 photos. I asked if those photographs were retained on some sort of electronic chip or camera
card and he said yes. I asked Officer Coffelt what he did with the camera card and he explained the
camera and the photo card are still in his patrol bag, which is currently at his house. I told Officer
Coffelt that the Sheriff's Office also took many photographs of the scene, but we would very likely
need him to provide us with the camera card. Officer Coffelt told us he understood.

Regarding the blood droplets he observed on Palm Ave, I asked him how far he walked on foot south
of E. Ventura St. and he told us he only walked about ten to fifteen feet.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled seeing any injuries on the suspect. He asked, "From the
gunshots?" I told him I was referring to any injuries he observed. Officer Coffelt answered,
"Obviously, gunsh...you know, I saw a lot of blood, when...when he was turned over, a lot of blood
from the...and the...I remember the, from upp...upper left side of his body, there was a lot of blood and
I was kind of um...kind of shocked you know." (Mr. Dawson interjected and reminded Officer Coffelt
that I had simply asked him if he saw any injuries. Mr. Dawson told Officer Coffelt to tell me if he
observed any other injuries in addition to the gunshots). Officer Coffelt continued, only adding there
was "a lot of blood." I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled what the suspect was wearing and he said he
could not recall.
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I asked him to tell us what happened next. Officer Coffelt continued, "I went into the break-room,
Senior Officer Alonzo volunteered to go into the records room and Officer Huerta stayed in the
squad room." I asked Officer Coffelt if he talked about the incident with any other officers from his
agency and he said no. I asked Officer Coffelt if he spoke anymore about the incident with Senior
Officer Alonzo and Officer Huerta after they left the scene and he said no. I asked Officer Coffelt if
the three of them (Senior Officer Alonzo, Officer Huerta and himself) ever came together as a group
after being separated at the station. (Mr. Dawson commented, "Other than just to have a snack or
eat?" Mr. Dawson advised he would allow some of the questioning, but he voiced his concern that my
questions should be focused on the shooting incident). Ultimately, Officer Coffelt told us he did not
get together after the shooting and discuss the incident with Senior Officer Alonzo or Officer Huerta.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he had a Body Worn Camera (referred to hereafter as BWC) on his person
during the shift. Officer Coffelt said he did have one on his person, but he "did not have a chance" to
turn it on during the incident. I asked Officer Coffelt if he knows what type of BWC his agency uses
and he stated he does not recall the name; however, he knows it is not the same type of camera that
the sheriff's office uses. I asked Officer Coffelt if he checked out a BWC at the beginning of his shift
and he explained how the officers are issued their own BWC's and they are assigned to them. Officer
Coffelt said his BWC is usually kept in his locker at the end of his shift, unless it needs to be charged.
I asked Officer Coffelt if he tested his BWC at the beginning of his shift to see if it was functioning
properly and he said no. I asked Officer Coffelt if he turned the BWC on (to where it was recording) at
any point during the incident; which includes prior to, during and after the shooting event and he said
no. I said, "So there's no footage from your camera in relation to this incident?" to which he said, "As
far as I know, no."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he knew whether or not Senior Officer Alonzo or Officer Huerta had activated
their BWC's, to which he replied, "I know they said they did." I asked, "Did you learn in speaking with
either Huerta or Alonzo whether any of it was captured on their body cams?" Officer Coffelt said he
did not discuss with the other officers whether or not the incident was recorded on anyone's BWC.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he ever turned over his BWC to anyone following the incident when he
returned to the station. Officer Coffelt said he did and he believes he gave his BWC to Sergeant
Madison. I asked Officer Coffelt if he knew what Sergeant Madison did with his BWC and he said no.
I asked Officer Coffelt if he knew the process for downloading pertinent video from the BWC system
and further asked if simply placing it in the charging station subsequently downloads any footage.
Officer Coffelt said he is not "computer savvy" so he is not sure how the process works. He went on
to say when he has footage requiring download he usually asks one of the "more computer savvy
officers" to do it for him.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he had an opportunity to sit down with his attorney and view any of the BWC
footage that was captured that day and he said no.

(Note: At this point in the interview, we took a brief intermission)

At approximately 1410 hours, we continued with the interview with the same individuals present:
Myself, Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias, Officer Coffelt and his Attorney Andrew Dawson.

Detective Macias reminded Officer Coffelt how earlier in the interview he described for us how he
saw Senior Officer Alonzo remove his handgun from its holster and upon seeing as much he (Officer
Coffelt) opted to remove his Taser. Detective Macias went on to reiterate how earlier he (Officer
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Coffelt) said he did not see the suspect approaching initially. Detective Macias asked Officer Coffelt if
he would tell us a little more about the point in time when he drew his Taser. Officer Coffelt said, "It's
pretty much our...our...the way we do things on...you know...on a subject with a knife, um one person
has lethal and one person has less lethal; so we have that option available. I saw that he had, he went
to his gun so I went less lethal and um...so we had that option, but I didn't have the option to use it."

Detective Macias told Officer Coffelt earlier in the interview, when discussing how he had taken hold
of his Taser, he (Officer Coffelt) raised his hands up together in front of him at about eye level. Officer
Coffelt said "correct." Detective Macias asked Officer Coffelt if he could tell us what he was thinking
at that particular moment at the scene. Officer Coffelt said, "I was hoping that I could get a...a shot
off on him, with the Taser, but as I was starting to go, to um...to aim, I heard a volley of shots and he
immediately went out of uh, went down." Detective Macias asked Officer Coffelt if his distance from
the suspect would have been within "Taser range" and he said "yes." Officer Coffelt continued, "But it
was still, it would have been very difficult because I was at an angle, so and he was...he was a running
target so it would have been a very difficult shot with the Taser to make...um...but it happened so fast
that was my only option at that moment."

Detective Macias asked, "If you would have had your gun in your hand, would that have changed
anything?" to which Officer Coffelt said yes. Detective Macias asked him to tell us what would have
changed. Officer Coffelt said, "Um, I've, I would, I would most like, I would think I would have shot,
started sh-shot him." Detective Macias asked, "Why is that?" to which Officer Coffelt said, "Because
he was eh...I saw him running full sp...at a high rate of speed, right at my partner...um saw the knife,
saw the...deadly threat and he was, it was obvious his intent was to try to hurt one of us so I would, at
that point deadly force, to me was justified, but I didn't, cause I didn't have my gun...eh...I didn't use
it."

I told Officer Coffelt that he had used the word "volley" several times during the interview and I
explained that for me when I hear that word I envision a break or pause in the action, or even separate
events occurring. I told Officer Coffelt that I would like to establish whether or not that is the case
here; or perhaps that is simply the word he is using to describe hearing gunshots. I then reminded
Officer Coffelt how earlier he had stated that he heard four to six gunshots. I asked him to describe
whether the gunshots were in succession or if they were separated by a pause or break in the
action. Officer Coffelt said the shots were in "succession." I asked, "Okay, so you're just using the
word volley to describe shooting?" to which Officer Coffelt said yes. I asked, "And it was constant
shooting?" and Officer Coffelt said yes. I continued, "Once it started, it continued until it stopped and
then the shooting never happened again?" to which Officer Coffelt answered "correct."

Regarding the photographs retained on his department's camera card, I asked if the camera card was
currently inside his camera and he said yes. I asked him if he had shown the photos on that camera
card to anyone. Officer Coffelt said other than his attorney he has not shared the photos with anyone.
I again told Officer Coffelt that we would make arrangements to obtain his camera card.

I reminded Officer Coffelt earlier in the interview he described for us how he was walking around the
scene and "looky-loos" were pointing out locations which contained blood evidence. I asked him
if any of these people might have witnessed the incident and further inquired as to whether or not
any of these citizens made any statements to him that they saw the shooting. Officer Coffelt said,
"I remember, I would ask peop...whenever I saw someone I would ask them if they saw something
and uh...they would just say no and I don't know if there was a language barrier or what, but nobody,
everybody would say no." I told Officer Coffelt that if there were additional witnesses to the event that
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we obviously needed to speak with them. I then asked him if there was anyone he either spoke with or
who he felt might have any information about the incident and he said no.

I told Officer Coffelt I wanted to talk about the point in time where he saw the suspect coming at
Senior Officer Alonzo with the knife. I explained I wanted to obtain his (Officer Coffelt's) perception
and how I felt it was important. I asked Officer Coffelt if he felt as though the suspect ever saw him
(Officer Coffelt). Officer Coffelt said, "I do not know, but I, cause I saw that his head was pointed
directly straight ahead." I asked, "When you say straight ahead, directed toward Officer Alonzo?" to
which Officer Coffelt answered "correct."

I asked Officer Coffelt if he heard Senior Officer Alonzo give any commands to the suspect. Officer
Coffelt said, "I heard drop the knife." I asked Officer Coffelt if he could walk us through hearing that
command and if he would describe for us what exactly was occurring when he heard Senior Officer
Alonzo saying it. Officer Coffelt said, "I heard 'drop the knife' and I...was lookin'...and all of a sudden
he popped out, from the, behind the wall." I asked, "Alright so, before the shots are fired, before you
even see the suspect, you heard 'drop the knife' coming out of Officer Alonzo?" to which Officer
Coffelt said yes. I asked him if recalled whether or not it was loud. Officer Coffelt said, "Loud enough
for me to hear it." I asked him if he knew how many times Senior Officer Alonzo said drop the knife, to
which he answered, "More than two."

I asked Officer Coffelt to tell us what happened after he heard Senior Officer Alonzo say drop the
knife. Officer Coffelt said, "Um I see him pop out from behind the wall, with the knife over his head
and then I heard the gunshots." I asked if Senior Officer Alonzo's commands were in Spanish or
English and he told us they were given in English. I asked Officer Coffelt if he recalled hearing any
commands given in Spanish and he said no.

I asked Officer Coffelt if he could estimate, to the best of his ability, how much time had elapsed
from the time he saw Senior Officer Alonzo exiting his patrol vehicle to the time the shots were fired.
Officer Coffelt said, "I would say less than twenty seconds."

Lastly, I asked Officer Coffelt if he could estimate the distance between the suspect and Senior Officer
Alonzo when the shooting occurred. Officer Coffelt said he did not know because he did not see
Senior Officer Alonzo shooting because he (Senior Officer Alonzo) was "behind me and to my left."
I then asked Officer Coffelt if he recalls seeing where the suspect ultimately ended up face down in
the roadway and he said yes. I asked Officer Coffelt if he could provide us with an estimation of how
far away the suspect was (from the location where the suspect ended up face first in the roadway) to
where the suspect was when the shots began. Officer Coffelt, using a red ink pen, began scribbling
marks on the aerial photograph partially on the sidewalk/apron to the driveway and partially in the
roadway of E. Ventura St. In response to his marking, I asked, "So, based on the mark you are putting
on the photo, he's southbound down the driveway, he's already stepped off the curb and into the
roadway, by the time the shots are fired?" Officer Coffelt responded, "That's what it appeared to me,
yes." At Detective Macias' request, Officer Coffelt, using a blue ink pen, marked the aerial photograph
with an "A" enclosed in a circle to depict the location he was referring to; which ended up being right
next to the earlier described red scribbling marks.
Officer Coffelt signed and dated the aerial photograph we used as a reference during the interview.
The interview was concluded at approximately 1430 hours.

EVIDENCE:
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I uploaded the digital audio file (containing Officer Coffelt's statement) onto the Major Crimes
Transcription Module (T:Drive) to later be accessible as evidence in this case.

I made Xerox copies of the aerial photograph utilized for reference during Officer Coffelt's interview,
incorporating it into the case file; respectively as Evidence Item # 375. I later booked the original
photograph into the Ventura Property Room for retention and to later be accessible as evidence in
this case.
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statement. For complete details, order and context of statements, refer to the digital audio file and/or
the transcription.

INTERVIEW OF SANTA PAULA POLICE OFFICER FRANK HUERTA:

At the beginning of the interview, introductions were made identifying those present in the room;
which included myself, Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias, Officer Frank Huerta and Andrew Dawson
(of Dawson & Riley; Attorneys at Law).

I thanked Officer Huerta for coming in to speak with us and I went on to say that as I understood it, he
has had some time over the last couple of days to consult with his attorney (Dawson) and ultimately
he (Officer Huerta) has agreed to provide us with a voluntary statement as to the incident which took
place on Sunday April 9, 2017. Officer Huerta said, "That is correct, I do."

I told Officer Huerta I wanted to begin the interview by obtaining some basic background information
from him as it pertained to his law enforcement career. Officer Huerta told us he has been in law
enforcement full time for about eleven and a half years and prior to that he was a Reserve Police
Officer for the City of Port Hueneme for three years. I confirmed Officer Huerta has been a full time
peace officer with the Santa Paula Police Department for over eleven years. Officer Huerta's current
rank is a Police Officer and his current assignment is the patrol division. In that function, Officer
Huerta explained his duty is to respond to all calls for service within the City of Santa Paula provided
to him by dispatch.

I asked Officer Huerta who the supervisor is in the City of Santa Paula for patrol officers on a regular
work day. Officer Huerta said Alan Macias is a Senior Officer currently acting as a sergeant. I asked
Officer Huerta who is typically the patrol supervisor in Santa Paula on Sundays and he told us he
was not sure because "that was my first week on patrol." I asked Officer Huerta what his most recent
assignment was prior to the patrol division and he explained he was assigned to the Detective
Division working Major Crimes. He continued to explain that he was reassigned from detectives back
to patrol and he had only worked three patrol shifts prior to his shift on Sunday (April 9, 2017). I asked
Officer Huerta if it is possible for a Senior Officer to be in charge of a patrol shift and he said yes.

I asked Officer Huerta how many officers were on shift for the Santa Paula Police Department's Patrol
Division on April 9, 2017. Officer Huerta told us there were three officers on shift that day; which
included himself, Officer John Coffelt and Senior Officer Matt Alonzo, whom was acting as the Watch
Commander that day. I asked him what duties were bestowed upon the Watch Commander and he
told us that meant Senior Officer Alonzo was the supervisor in charge of the patrol shift and he is the
one the officers report to.

I asked him what time his shift started on April 9, 2017 and he said his shift began at 0545 hours and
he arrived at the station at about 0530 hours. I asked Officer Huerta if he would mind explaining to us
how he started off the beginning of his shift once he arrived at work. Officer Huerta told us he went
into the locker room and put on his uniform and "got ready for briefing." Officer Huerta said once
"B-Watch" cleared (ended their shift) he and Officer Coffelt waited for their Watch Commander to
begin briefing and go over calls for service conducted by the previous shift. I asked Officer Huerta if
the previous shift handled anything of significance which was passed along to his shift and he said
"nothing that I can remember."
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because the apartment complex kind of muffled it, so I actually heard it just north of me." I confirmed
Officer Huerta had all four of his patrol unit's windows rolled up at the time.

I asked Officer Huerta if he recalled how many shots he heard and he said, "I vaguely remember,
I'd say at least three, at least three." I asked Officer Huerta what was going through his mind at this
particular moment. Officer Huerta said, "Oh at that time I'm like 'oh shit' I mean that's my reaction,
so then right after the shots were you know fired, then that's when I heard, you know, Officer Alonzo
on the radio, you know... 'shots fired - shots fired' and by that time I already had my car in reverse so
what I did is I just went reverse, on the alley towards Ventura St. and when I went reverse in my unit
then I ended up going west and that's where I saw them."

I asked Officer Huerta to tell us what he saw. Officer Huerta told us from the alley he had just pulled
out of, to the location where Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Coffelt were, is only about twenty
yards. Officer Huerta described how he pulled his patrol unit up to and directly behind Officer
Coffelt's patrol unit. Officer Huerta continued, "And I see Matt Alonzo you know I see a subject lying
face down, I see Officer Alonzo directly behind his SUV on the driver's side and he has a guy at gun
point, and then I see John Coffelt on the opposite side of Alonzo on the passenger side of the Tahoe
(Alonzo's SUV) and then at that point I already knew what needed to be done. So that's what I saw,
and the guy was face down with blood."

I asked Officer Huerta if he could estimate how much time had elapsed from the time he heard the
gunshots to the time he arrived at their location. Officer Huerta estimated it took "30 seconds, max."

To aid in our understanding of Officer Huerta's description of the scene and the location of the
officers involved, I provided aerial photographs of the scene (which were taken by the Sheriff's
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Unit). Though three photographs were produced during the interview, we
only used one photo to reference, which encompassed the greatest range of landscape in the area
of the scene. This particular photograph depicted all three of their patrol cars still at the scene in the
area of 100 E. Ventura St. In the photograph, the suspect can be seen on the ground to the rear of
Senior Officer Alonzo's patrol unit; though the suspect had a white sheet draped over him at the time
the photo was taken.

I asked Officer Huerta if the area depicted in the photograph looked familiar to him and he said yes,
further describing the location at the 100 block of E. Ventura St. Officer Huerta pointed out the dirt
lot to the north of E. Ventura St. which he told us is the city yard and officers refer to it as "the yard."
I asked Officer Huerta if he could see the alley he described for us earlier and he said yes. Using a
black Sharpie pen, Officer Huerta marked an "X" in the alley where he drove his patrol unit. I asked
Officer Huerta if he could tell us how far he drove into the alley prior to backing out of it. Officer
Huerta drew a circle to depict approximately how far he drove his patrol unit southbound into the
alley before driving in reverse out of the alley.

I pointed to the patrol unit in the photograph (which was located on E. Ventura St. furthest to the
west) and asked Officer Huerta if he knew whose patrol unit it was. Officer Huerta said that was the
vehicle Senior Officer Alonzo was driving. I pointed to the next marked patrol unit to the rear of Senior
Officer Alonzo's SUV and Officer Huerta told us that was his (Officer Huerta's) patrol unit.

I asked Officer Huerta if he could mark the photograph to illustrate for us where, approximately, he
saw Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Coffelt standing when he (Officer Huerta) arrived on scene.
Officer Huerta marked a small "X" within close proximity to the driver's side rear bumper of Senior
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Officer Alonzo's patrol unit (SUV) and then wrote an "A" beside this "X" to denote that location was
where he saw Senior Officer Alonzo standing. Regarding Officer Coffelt's position, Officer Huerta
said, "Okay, alright this is going to be the passenger side on the rear corner." Officer Huerta then
marked a small "X" within close proximity to the passenger side rear bumper of Senior Officer
Alonzo's patrol unit (SUV). Beside the "X" Officer Huerta wrote "C" to denote the location where
Officer Coffelt was standing when he (Officer Huerta) arrived on scene.

I asked Officer Huerta if he could explain for us what he saw taking place once he arrived on scene.
Officer Huerta said, "Senior Officer Alonzo had the subject at gunpoint." I asked Officer Huerta if he
could describe how Senior Officer Alonzo was standing. Officer Huerta told us Senior Officer Alonzo
had his arms extended with his gun pointing toward the suspect, whom was lying face down. I asked
about Officer Coffelt and he said, "He was just standing there." I asked if he observed Officer Coffelt
holding any weapons, which could include a baton or Taser and Officer Huerta said he does not recall
seeing anything in Officer Coffelt's hands.

I asked him if he overheard any conversation or anything being said by either Senior Officer Alonzo
or Officer Coffelt when he arrived on scene. Officer Huerta said, "Um there was a lot of talk, a lot of
mumbling but I don't remember exactly what was said. My main focus was on the, on the suspect on
hand." I asked Officer Huerta what he did next. Officer Huerta told us he put black rubber gloves on,
handcuffed the suspect and then started First Aid.

I asked, "Let's back up just a second, you just show up on scene, you see a suspect down on the
ground, you had heard shots fired a moment ago." (Officer Huerta said "that's correct") I continued,
"Less than 30 seconds ago." (Officer Huerta in agreement said "uh-huh") I continued, "You see
Officer Alonzo with his gun drawn." (Officer Huerta in agreement said "uh-huh") I continued, "And
Coffelt is standing on the passenger side of the car." (Officer Huerta agreed stating "uh-huh"). I asked
him to tell us what was going through his mind after seeing all of this. Officer Huerta said, "Well first
of all, I'm happy to see that my officers are okay, well the officers are okay and then I see this, I mean
I know this subj...I assume that this suspect was shot, you know, by one of the officers, not knowing
at the time if it was Alonzo or Coffelt, so you know, it's obvious that this person needed first aid. One
of my concerns was the officer safety, that he wasn't gonna continue to harm myself or the officers.
So at that time, you know, this person still needed to be checked and cleared, so by doing that safely I
made sure that I put handcuffs on him and then um...and that's what I did."

I asked Officer Huerta if he saw anything within close proximity to the suspect, prior to placing
handcuffs on him. Officer Huerta said, "Yes, I noticed a large kitchen knife, where Coffelt was
standing at." I asked Officer Huerta if he could estimate how far away this knife was from the suspect
and he said it was about eight feet in a northwest direction from where the suspect was near the
passenger side of the SUV.

I asked Officer Huerta if he could provide us with any additional observations he made of the suspect;
which might include his positioning or what he looked like. Officer Huerta said when he first arrived
on scene the suspect was face down. He described one of the suspect's arms as being tucked
underneath his torso; though he does not recall which arm. Officer Huerta continued, "And there was
a big ole, I mean there was this, he was lying on top of a puddle of blood." I asked Officer Huerta if the
suspect was moving, to which he replied, "He was breathing, I don't recall if he was moving, but I do,
I do remember hearing him breathing, like agonal breathing." I asked, "Now what did that indicate to
you?" to which Officer Huerta stated, "That he was choking in his blood, that he was having a hard
time breathing."
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I asked Officer Huerta if he could go back to the point in the incident where he was handcuffing
the suspect and asked him if he could walk us through that event. Officer Huerta said, "Okay, so I
grabbed his left hand, put the handcuffs on his left hand, and then I don't know if I ran over his body,
but I ended up grabbing his right hand and handcuffing his um...his right hand, I mean I placed em'
both behind his back and then I tipped him to the side and, and at that time...um...I, you know I didn't
at that time, I didn't check him for weapons...um...I visually checked him but not like, I didn't take the
time to go into his pockets so my main concern at that time is render first aid, so then I contacted
Senior Officer Alonzo for a first aid kit."

I brought up his recent statement where he indicated he rolled the suspect onto his side; and further
inquired as to whether or not he ever rolled the suspect all the way onto his back to where he was
face up. Officer Huerta said, "Yes I did. Okay so when I placed handcuffs behind his back, I actually
tipped him from the left to the right so that way he could face up, and at that time that's when I
rendered first aid."

I asked Officer Huerta if the suspect ever said anything and he said no. I then asked Officer Huerta
if he recognized the suspect. Officer Huerta said, "Um, yes but not my name." I asked him if he
recognized his face and he said, "Yes I've seen him before."

I asked Officer Huerta if the suspect was still breathing when he rolled him over onto his back and
he said yes. I told Officer Huerta that he mentioned earlier he performed first aid on the suspect. I
asked him if he could explain for us exactly what he did. Officer Huerta said, "Officer Alonzo gave me
the cloth, I placed, well first I grabbed my knife and I attempted to cut his shirt, his shirt was soaked
with blood so then I just grabbed my knife, I tried cutting his shirt...um...I failed, it was a dull knife or
something, I just couldn't cut it. So I put the knife down and I picked up his shirt and I grabbed the
cloth that Alonzo gave me and I placed it directly on his chest right on the center, where the blood
was coming out, and applied pressure."

I asked Officer Huerta where he retrieved the pocket knife from and he said he had it in the right
side cargo pocket of his patrol pants. I asked him if he could describe the knife he used to cut the
suspect's shirt. Officer Huerta described the knife as being "all silver," sharp on one side and jagged
on the end, with the blade being approximately two inches in length and the handle also being two
inches in length. Officer Huerta said he attempted to cut the suspect's shirt, though he is not sure if
he succeeded in doing so. To save on time, he stopped trying to cut it and instead pulled the shirt up
to expose the suspect's chest. He explained how he "threw" his knife off to the side when he decided
to stop trying to cut the shirt. I asked Officer Huerta if it is possible that his knife had blood on it,
to which he replied, "Oh there was a lot of blood on the knife, that's why I didn't put it, that's why I
didn't fold it and put it back in my pocket." I asked Officer Huerta if he could explain for us how the
suspect's blood got onto his knife and he went on to describe how the suspect's shirt was "drenched
in blood" so as he was attempting to cut the shirt blood ended up soaking onto his knife. Additionally,
Officer Huerta got blood all over his hands (while wearing rubber gloves) which also contributed to
the blood transferring onto the knife.

I asked Officer Huerta if he removed the suspect's shirt at any point and he said no, rather he simply
pulled the suspect's shirt upward toward his (suspect's) neck to expose his bare chest. Immediately
after doing so, Office Huerta placed the cloth on the suspect's wound and applied "direct pressure."
I asked Officer Huerta to tell us what he saw prior to placing the bandage on the suspect's body.
Officer Huerta said, "I saw two gunshots, ones that I was applying first aid to, the hole in his chest,
there was...blood was gushing out and I also saw a gunshot to the right...um...abdominal area, but
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more on the right side, more like on the thigh, so on the stomach area. So I observed two different
gunshot wounds."

I asked Officer Huerta if he was receiving any direction from either Senior Officer Alonzo or Officer
Coffelt while he (Officer Huerta) was handcuffing the suspect and later providing first aid. Officer
Huerta said, "Nothing from Coffelt, I know that Alonzo was mumbling certain things that probably
would happen or not happen, but at that time I wasn't, my main concern was the, the victim itself,
or the suspect itself...um...but I know that Alonzo did, he was saying things but I vaguely remember
what he was saying, or regarding the incident." I asked Officer Huerta if recalled anything Senior
Officer Alonzo might have "mumbled" about the incident, to which he said, "Nothing specific, nothing
regarding."

I asked him if Senior Officer Alonzo was still present at the scene when he (Officer Huerta) was
providing first aid to the suspect and he said yes. I then asked if Officer Coffelt was also still present
and he responded, "Yes, but I was giving first aid for a few, so they were stepping out of the area and
in the area, cause I know they were, they were doing other stuff." I asked Officer Huerta if he knows
specifically what Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Coffelt were doing. Officer Huerta said, "I know
that Officer Coffelt was taking photos and doing a perimeter and I believe Alonzo was doing the same
thing, doing a perimeter as well."

I asked Officer Huerta if he had any information about a request for medical care being made. Officer
Huerta said he does not know who made the request, but he assumed it was Senior Officer Alonzo.

I reminded Officer Huerta how earlier in the interview he mentioned that he recognized the suspect
and I asked him if he could tell us how he was familiar with him. Officer Huerta said, "Oh, I've been
working for Santa Paula for eleven and a half years and, and during my career I've made contact with
a lot of different individuals; whether they're victims or suspects and there's times I can recognize a
person by first name and there is times when I'll just remember, yeah remember talking to him, but
not connect the name so, specifically...um...I don't recall where I actually seen, I know for a fact that
I've dealt with him, I just don't know at what capacity I had made contact with him, or how recent."
Officer Huerta followed up by saying he is "certain" he has seen the suspect before.

I asked Officer Huerta if he ever removed his handgun or any other weapons from his gun belt and he
said no. I asked Officer Huerta if he observed any other weapons at the scene, excluding the knife he
described earlier as being near where Officer Coffelt was standing. Officer Huerta said other than his
personal knife that he used to try and cut the suspect's shirt and the knife near Officer Coffelt, he did
not see any other weapons at the scene.

I asked Officer Huerta if he touched or moved any items at the scene, other than his earlier described
manipulation of the suspect's body during handcuffing and first aid. Officer Huerta told us he did not
touch or move any additional items at the scene. I asked Officer Huerta if he recalled what he did with
the rubber gloves he was wearing while providing first aid to the suspect. Officer Huerta said he does
not recall what he did with them. I asked him if they would likely be contaminated with the suspect's
blood if found and he said "absolutely."

I asked if Senior Officer Alonzo or Officer Coffelt gave him any directives out at the scene as far as
tasks to perform, in addition to him (Huerta), of his own volition, providing First Aid to the suspect
and he said no.
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I asked Officer Huerta if he activated his BWC at any point during the incident and he said yes. I
asked him if he recalled, approximately, where he was at when he activated it. Officer Huerta said he
believed he turned it on after backing out of the alley and proceeding to drive west on E. Ventura St.
after hearing the gunshots. Officer Huerta said he was still in his patrol car when he turned his BWC
on.

I asked Officer Huerta if he is familiar with his department's BWC system, further inquiring if he knew
the name of the system. Officer Huerta said he is "vaguely" familiar with the system and he knows
the program is called Wolf Pack. I confirmed with Officer Huerta that he was speaking about the same
camera he earlier described having to go back into the station to retrieve.

I asked Officer Huerta if he can recall the point in time where he turned his BWC off and he told
us he does not remember. I asked him if he knew whether or not Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer
Coffelt were also recording from their BWC's and he told us he assumed that they were. I asked if any
conversation amongst them ever took place, such as, "Hey I'm recording" to which he said "multiple
times."

As it related to the point in the incident where Officer Huerta was applying the bandage to the
suspect, I asked him if he ever discontinued applying pressure or if he was ever relieved by someone
else who took over first aid. Officer Huerta said, "I noticed that the suspect stopped bleeding so, at
that point there was, no necessity for me to continue putting direct pressure on the wound because
there was no more blood coming out, but probably a minute prior to, before that I already had
observed uh...it was Engine #82 already pull up. So I already knew that they were already on scene
to start to continue first aid on the, but I also checked the person's pulse and at that point I didn't, I
didn't appear to feel any pulse. But at that time that's already when EMS already arrived so, this is
what they specialize in for them to continue the first aid on this person."

I brought up the fact that he had just told us there was a point where he recognized the suspect
was no longer bleeding. I asked him if he would further describe making that observation. Officer
Huerta said, "I believe that he had stopped breathing at the time, at the same time when I was putting
pressure, I removed the cotton, the cotton...you know, from the, the bandage and there was no more
blood coming out. Because I remember when I first started the First Aid, each time that he would, you
know inhale and exhale that's when blood was coming out so I knew that he had a, it was a trauma,
major, you know, injury that he had, but I'm not a doctor so, at this point, I just continued rendering
first aid and then when I believe he stopped breathing and no more blood was coming out that's when
I stood up. By that time EMS was already on scene, but at that same time I tried checking his pulse,
on his neck and I didn't feel any pulse by that time. EMS was already walking toward the person."

Major Crimes Detective Sergeant R. Chips had just sent a photograph, via text message, to Detective
Sergeant Macias' cell phone. The photograph depicted the small silver colored pocket knife which
was found at the scene within close proximity to the suspect. I told Officer Huerta I was going to
show him a photograph and asked him to tell us if he recognized the object in the photograph. Officer
Huerta viewed the photograph and said, "That's my knife, that's the one that I used when I attempted
to cut his shirt." I asked, "And then you discarded it near the scene?" to which he answered, "That's
correct, just to um...to the right of him, probably about two to three feet."

I asked Officer Huerta if he could describe for us what occurred upon the arrival of fire and
ambulance personnel. Officer Huerta said he told EMS personnel about the knife nearby and
cautioned them about disturbing any items of evidence. Officer Huerta said EMS personnel began
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their evaluation of the suspect. Officer Huerta continued, "And I just stood back and let them do what
they needed to do with him to treat him."

I told Officer Huerta I wanted to back up to the point in the incident where Senior Officer Alonzo
and Officer Coffelt were in their patrol units driving west on E. Ventura St. and he (Officer Huerta)
was making a left turn to head south into the earlier mentioned alley. I asked him how much time,
approximately, had elapsed from the time he separated from them and turned into the alley to the
point in time where he heard gunshots. Officer Huerta said, "I can only provide an estimate. I would
say within a minute, within a minute, it couldn't be any more than a minute."

I asked Officer Huerta if he remained present when the paramedics were treating the suspect and he
said yes. I asked him what he observed and he told us he saw AMR personnel placing patches on the
suspect and checking his blood pressure. Officer Huerta continued, "That's when I heard the, one
of the AMR paramedics say that he, his blood pressure was low and at that point, you know shortly
thereafter that's when they called it. You know when, he had a certain limit, I don't know what their
criteria is but when they called it, it was just pretty soon, it was real soon." I clarified with Officer
Huerta that when he used the term "called it" he was referring to medical personnel pronouncing the
suspect deceased. Officer Huerta said also he "noted the time" the suspect was pronounced.

I asked Officer Huerta if he knew what Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Coffelt were doing while the
suspect was being treated by medical personnel and he said Officer Coffelt was taking photographs
and Senior Officer Alonzo was either securing the scene or putting up a perimeter. Officer Huerta told
us he was not really focused on what they were doing; rather he was paying attention to AMR treating
the suspect. Officer Huerta added, "But I do remember Coffelt just east of me taking photos during
that time."

I asked Officer Huerta if he was aware of anyone, excluding himself, Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer
Coffelt, who might have witnessed the incident and he said no. I asked, "Do you have any information
that anybody came out of the woodworks and, 'hey I saw it' or 'hey I got cell phone video' did anybody
ever say that?" to which he said no.

I asked Officer Huerta if he could walk us through what transpired following AMR pronouncing the
suspect deceased. Officer Huerta told us shortly after the suspect was pronounced deceased, he
obtained the contact information for all of the responding medical personnel. I asked him to tell us
what happened next and he explained how Sergeant Mario Aguilar (Ventura County Sheriff's Office)
arrived on scene and made contact with him (Huerta), Senior Officer Alonzo and Officer Coffelt.
Officer Huerta said Sergeant Aguilar took over command of the incident. I asked him if Sergeant
Aguilar gave him any directives and he explained his (Sergeant Aguilar's) request was that they
(Huerta, Alonzo and Coffelt) discontinue their involvement in the incident. Officer Huerta went on to
tell us Sergeant Aguilar provided direction to his deputies (Sheriff's Deputies) though he does not
know exactly what he tasked them with doing. Sergeant Aguilar instructed Senior Officer Alonzo and
Officers Huerta and Coffelt to stand "off at the side" while he (Sergeant Aguilar) began coordinating
resources.

I asked Officer Huerta if he saw, or has knowledge of, Senior Officer Alonzo making any phone calls
or notifications to anyone about the incident. Officer Huerta told us he knew Senior Officer Alonzo
was on the phone at some point, but he was not close by to hear who he was talking to or what was
being discussed. Officer Huerta said he assumed Senior Officer Alonzo was on the phone speaking
with their commander.
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I asked, "Did either you, or Alonzo, or you and Coffelt, or the three of you collectively ever discuss the
incident, what happened, while out at the scene?" Officer Huerta replied, "No, I made it clear to them
not to talk about it because I've been in this before so I kind of had an idea, kind of like the protocol,
so I specifically remember telling Alonzo and Coffelt not to speak to anybody about this incident, it
was probably still when I was being recorded when I said it. As well as and I specifically told Alonzo
'even if the commander asks you do not speak to him about it' so several times I made that clear to
them, not to speak to anybody about it."

I asked Officer Huerta if he could explain for us how he ultimately left the scene. Officer Huerta told
us Sergeant Sparks (Ventura County Sheriff's Office) came to all of them (Huerta, Alonzo and Coffelt)
and provided them "instructions" which included telling them not to speak with anyone about the
incident. Shortly thereafter, Sergeant Aguilar transported all three of them to the police station in his
(Sergeant Aguilar's) patrol unit.

Once at the station, Sergeant Aguilar told them to come to him if they needed anything. Officer Huerta
said they waited at the station until their counsel arrived. I asked Officer Huerta if his BWC was still
attached to his person at this point and he said yes, but he thought he had already turned it off.
Officer Huerta told us he thought he turned off his BWC while still at the scene, but he could not recall
at which point he did so. I asked him to tell us the process of downloading his BWC once he was back
at the station. Officer Huerta said, "Well, I ended up, I took it upon myself to just put it back into the
loading dock, where we actually, whenever the end of shift, we place our camera in the actual loading
dock in the records department and um...and we just make sure that the camera is being uploaded to
the main system, and that's what I did."

I asked Officer Huerta if he ended up taking any photographs at the scene, which included any photos
taken with a department issued camera or even a camera from his personal cell phone and he told us
he did not.

Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta if he was aware of any surveillance camera systems in the area
of 100 E. Ventura St. and he said yes. Officer Huerta told us there is a camera located at the city yard,
to the east of the location of the incident. Officer Huerta then offered to show us where the camera
is affixed on the aerial photograph. Officer Huerta circled several buildings contained within the city
yard, north of E. Ventura St. He explained the camera was attached to one of the structures within the
circle he had just drawn. He said the camera has the ability to face any direction, but at the time of
the incident it was facing south. Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta if he by chance viewed any
footage from this surveillance camera he just described to us. Officer Huerta said he was going to the
restroom at the station in dispatch and he saw the large television screen where several people were
viewing it; whom he assumed were detectives. While walking to and from the bathroom in dispatch
he saw his patrol unit (while viewing the television screen) traveling southbound through the alley.
To clarify, Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta if he saw any surveillance footage from that camera
prior to responding to the call of the man with the knife and he told us he did not.

Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta if he was aware of any social gatherings which might have
recently taken place in the general area of the call. Officer Huerta said, "Yes I know exactly what
you're talking about, if you're talking about when they did a grand reopening of the swimming pool, is
that what you are referring to?" Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta to tell us about that particular
event. Officer Huerta told us the event happened on Saturday, the day before the incident. Officer
Huerta said he was asked by Senior Officer Alonzo to attend the event, as the Chief has expressed
he wanted officers to attend. Officer Huerta said the area is known as the Lobero Apartments and
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the complex had a swimming pool that has not been open for over eight years. According to Officer
Huerta, the board apparently raised enough money to open the pool and they held a pot-luck event
on Saturday. Officer Huerta told us he and Senior Officer Alonzo both attended the event. Detective
Macias asked Officer Huerta if this pool area he is referring to is depicted anywhere in the aerial
photograph and he said no, further describing its location as being southwest of where the shooting
occurred. Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta if the suspect was present at this pool reopening
event and he did not recall seeing him there.

Detective Macias asked Officer Huerta if he has any knowledge whether or not Senior Officer Alonzo
or Officer Coffelt knew the suspect to which he said, "I don't know that answer."

Lastly, I had Officer Alonzo sign and date the back of the aerial photograph we used as a reference
throughout the interview. We concluded the interview at approximately 1535 hours.

EVIDENCE:

I uploaded the digital audio file (containing Officer Huerta's statement) onto the Major Crimes
Transcription Module (T: Drive) to later be accessible as evidence in this case.

Additionally, I made a Xerox copy of the aerial photograph(s) utilized for reference during Officer
Huerta's interview, incorporating them into the digitized case file; respectively as Evidence Item # 376.
I later booked the original photograph(s) into the Ventura Property Room for retention and to later be
accessible as evidence in this case.
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     STATE OF CALIFORNIA – COUNTY OF VENTURA 
 

SEARCH WARRANT AND AFFIDAVIT 
                    (AFFIDAVIT) 
 
 
 
Dillan Alvarez swears under oath that the facts expressed in the attached and 
incorporated Statement of Probable Cause are true and based thereon there is 
probable cause to believe and does believe that the property described below is lawfully 
seizable pursuant to California Penal Code section 1524, as indicated below, and is 
now located at the locations set forth below.  Wherefore, affiant requests that this 
Search Warrant be issued. 
 
 
_________________________, NIGHT SEARCH REQUESTED: YES     NO  
Signature of Affiant 
 
 

(SEARCH WARRANT) 
 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ANY SHERIFF, POLICEMAN OR 
PEACE OFFICER IN THE COUNTY OF VENTURA: Proof by affidavit having been 
made before me by Dillan Alvarez that there is probable cause to believe the property 
described herein may be found at the locations set forth herein and that it is lawfully 
seizable pursuant to Penal Code section 1524 and 1524.2 as indicated below by "X" (s) 
in that it: 
 

 was stolen or embezzled; 
 was used as the means of committing a felony; 
 is possessed by a person with the intent to use it as means of committing a 

public offense or is possessed by another, to whom he or she may have 
delivered it for the purpose of concealing it or preventing its discovery; 

 tends to show that a felony has been committed or that a particular person has 
committed a felony; 

 tends to show that sexual exploitation of a child, in violation of P.C. 
section 311.3, has occurred or is occurring; 

 there is a warrant for the person’s arrest. 
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YOU ARE THEREFORE COMMANDED TO SEARCH: 
 
The following location(s): 
 
Location #1 

 Santa Paula, Ca.  
 
The residence at  is located within a two story apartment 
complex.  The walls consist of beige stucco with green wooden trim around the eaves 
and windows.  The roof consists of wood shingles.  There is a set of cement tread stairs 
with green metal hand rails on the south side of the building.  Apartment "D" is located 
on the second story of the apartment complex.  The door to apartment "D" faces south, 
is green in color and has a black raised metallic "D" on the side of the door.       
 
The location is to include all rooms, attics, basements and other parts therein, the 
surrounding grounds, any vehicles associated with the addresses

Santa Paula, Ca., any garages, storage rooms, trailers and o
ted thereon, as well as any combination safes or locked boxes therein.   

 
FOR THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY: 
 

1. Any papers, documents and effects which tend to show possession, dominion 
and control over the aforementioned premises, vehicles and vessels; including 
vehicle/vessel keys, premises keys, delivered/cancelled mail, bills, utility bills, 
telephone bills, rent receipts, club memberships, business cards, court 
documents, prescription bottles, vehicle/vessel registration, insurance papers, 
address and telephone books, governmental notices, documents or clothing of 
any kind that bear a person’s name, telephone number, or address, safe deposit 

box keys and receipts, purchase or sale receipts, keys and receipts for rental of 
storage space, keys for luggage, keys for a desk of file cabinet, keys for a gate, 
garage, or other storage container, voice transmissions or recordings on 
telephone answering machines, audio tapes and telephone message receipt 
books, written telephone messages, and photographs tending to show 
occupation of the residence and connection between and co-conspirators, 
whether identified or unidentified. 

2. Firearms of any caliber, including, but not limited to, handguns, rifles and 
shotguns, ammunition of any caliber, gunshot residue, bullet holes or fragments, 
gun pieces, gun cleaning items of kits, firearm operating manuals, expended 
bullets, expended pieces of lead, empty shell casings, holsters, zippered gun 
pouches, boxes designated for firearms, any photographs of firearms or 
photographs of people in possession of firearms, ammunition containers and any 
paperwork showing the purchase, storage, disposition, or dominion and control of 
any firearm.   
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3. Letters, writings, notes, or recordings of any kind (including computer or cellular 
cell phone stored or generated video or audio recordings) which tend to establish 
criminal activity of Jose Gonzalez or which tend to show a motive for attempting to 
kill police officers or others, or which tend to show other incidents or behavior by 
Jose Gonzalez providing a motive to assault, harm, and/or kill police officers or 
others.   

4. All clothing, particularly clothing or objects bearing blood or bloodstains, human 
hair, human tissue or parts thereof.   

5. Finger, palm, foot and shoe prints, latent or otherwise, from the interior and 
exterior of the residence or any property/items attached to or stored within said 
residence.   

6. Any/all cellular telephones, smart phone, electronic mobile devices, ipads, 
tablets, which are suspected to belong to Jose Gonzalez, which are capable of 
storing various forms of electronic data including text messages, call logs, 
multimedia messages, videos and photographs, and any computers or digital 
media storage devices. 
 
Search of all of the above items for files, data, images, software, operating 
systems, deleted files, altered files, system configurations, date and time, and 
unallocated space for evidence between the dates of 12-1-16 to 4-9-17. 
 
With respect to the cellular telephones listed above found during the execution 
with this Search Warrant, the searching Peace Officers are authorized to seize 
and book said cellular telephones and any other electronic storage items listed 
above and transfer them to a Law Enforcement Agency location prior to 
commencing the search of the items.  Furthermore, said search may continue 
beyond the ten-day period beginning upon issuance of this Search Warrant, to 
the extent necessary to complete the search on the computer systems and any 
items listed above. 
 
The court authorizes the use of employee(s) of the Southern California High 
Technology Crimes Task Force (S.C.H.T.T.F.) to accompany the Peace Officers 
during the execution of this Search Warrant for the purpose of assisting in the 
examination of computers and any other electronic storage devices as provided 
for under California Penal Code section 1530.  Expert assistance is needed in 
the examination of the computers and other electronic storage devices for the 
identification of illegal activities.  
 
Specifically, this warrant includes seizure and removal of the above items to 
facilitate off premises forensic examination of any seized media for evidence of 
described above. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any information obtained through the execution of the 
warrant which is unrelated to the objective of the warrant shall be sealed and not 
subject to further review, use, or disclosure without further order of this court. 

 
 
 

 

Location #2 

Hillmont Inpatient Psychiatric Unit (IPU) 

Also known as Psychiatric Observation Services 

Also known as Assessment and Referral Department 

Located at 200 North Hillmont Avenue, Ventura, Ca. 93003 

 

(Above mentioned records are stored or maintained at the following location):  

Ventura County Medical Center (VCMC):  

Records Department 

3291 Loma Vista Road  

Ventura, Ca. 93003 

 

FOR THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY / MEDICAL RECORDS: 
 
Any and all medical / mental health records, be it in paper or electronic form for patient Jose 
Gonzalez; with a date of birth of:  Information obtained revealed  Gonzalez was a 
patient at this facility in and around October 1, 2016 through April 9, 2017.  Further inquiry 
disclosed Hillmont IPU, Ventura, Ca. may have some or all of the medical records associated with 
Gonzalez's stay at this facility.  It is understood that Mental Health Administration may also have 
some or all of the patient records associated with Gonzalez and they will be receiving a search 
warrant for records as well.  
  
To further include, any and all notes, medical documents or hospital forms completed by doctors 
and/or nurses, psychiatric doctors or other staff members; including lab reports, mental health 
evaluations and/or treatments administered and any documentation involving toxicology regarding 
any blood or urine specimens which may have been tested while Jose Gonzalez was a patient at 
Hillmont IPU, Ventura, Ca.  This includes any and all reports or other documents which contain 
the results or findings of any such toxicology lab work/tests which may have been performed on 
Jose Gonzalez's blood or urine specimen(s).       
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
 
That the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office is ordered to pay Ventura County Medical Center, or 

whichever entity is responsible for maintaining and collecting the aforementioned medical 
records, and for who performs the search and supplies the records sought in this search warrant, 
reasonable costs for retrieving such records.     
 
 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that there is reason to believe notification pursuant to 
California Penal Code section 1546.2(b) may have an adverse result upon this 
investigation and therefore notification is delayed for a period of 90 days from the date 
of this order. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any information obtained through the execution of the 
warrant which is unrelated to the objective of the warrant shall be sealed and not 
subject to further review, use, or disclosure without further order of this court. 
 
 
AND TO SEIZE IT IF FOUND and bring it forthwith before me, or this court, at the 
courthouse of this court.  This Search Warrant and incorporated Affidavit was sworn to 
and subscribed before me on the date of: ___ ___ .   The oath of the 
affiant was administered orally over the telephone.  Wherefore, I find probable cause for 
the issuance of this Search Warrant and do issue it. 
 
___________________________, NIGHT SEARCH APPROVED: YES       NO  
Judge of the Superior Court,  
Ventura Judicial District 
 

X
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SEALING ORDER 

The Court has read and considered the search warrant affidavit submitted by 

Detective Dillan Alvarez of the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office.  The Court makes 

the following factual findings pursuant to California Rules of Court 2.550: 

 

1.  There exists an overriding interest that overcomes the right of public access to 

the record; 

2.  The overriding interest supports sealing the record; 

3.  A substantial probability exists that the overriding interest will be prejudiced if 

the record is not sealed; 

4.  The proposed sealing is narrowly tailored; AND 

5.  No less restrictive means exist to achieve the overriding interest. 

 

It is hereby ordered that the attached search warrant affidavit remain sealed by 

order of this court until such time as the Court directs otherwise. The said search 

warrant affidavit may not to be released without further order of this court. 

This order has been requested by the search warrant affiant pursuant to 

Evidence Code section 1040 et seq., as well as California Rules of Court section 2.550.  

 

 

 

 

DATED:     _________________________ 
     Judge of the Superior Court 
     County of Ventura 
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possibly ran toward her vehicle before she was able to drive away from the area 

unharmed.   

 Santa Paula Police Officer Matt Alonzo arrived on scene shortly after, and 

confronted a subject, later identified as Jose Gonzalez, in the street mid block of  E. 

Ventura Street, west of Palm Avenue, which resulted in Officer Alonzo shooting 

Gonzalez.  Gonzalez was pronounced deceased at the scene at 0648 hours, by AMR 

paramedic    At this time of the investigation, Officer Alonzo has not 

provided a statement and no actual witnesses as to what occurred during the 

confrontation between Officer Alonzo and Gonzalez were located. 

 As Santa Paula police officers and Ventura County Sheriff's deputies continued 

to arrive on scene, Ventura County Sheriff Deputy Camacho was approached by a 

Hispanic male claiming to be a roommate of Gonzalez.  The roommate handed Deputy 

Camacho a Mexican national ID containing Gonzalez's name and photo.   

 I obtained the phone number of the reporting party who reported the original 911 

call to Santa Paula Police Dispatch.  I called the number and spoke with a female who 

wished to remain anonymous due to her being concerned for her safety.  The 

anonymous female will be referred to as "RP" for reporting party.  The RP told me the 

following in summary:  The RP was riding in the front passenger seat of her sister's 

vehicle while the two prepared to drive to work.  As they exited the driveway to their 

apartment and their vehicle arrived at Ventura Street, the RP saw a Hispanic male 

standing across the street (south side of Ventura street) in a driveway near a mailbox.  

The male had a goatee, was wearing a gray shirt and blue pants.  This male held a 

kitchen knife in his left hand.  As the RP's vehicle began to turn west onto Ventura 

Street, the male began to "rush" toward the RP's vehicle.  The RP told her sister to 

hurry up and drive away.  The RP called 911 to report a man with a knife as her sister 

drove away west on Ventura Street.  The RP could not recall the color of the knife, did 

not see the expression on the male's face as he "rushed" toward her vehicle, and could 

not estimate how close the male was to her vehicle when he began to "rush" toward 

her.  I asked the RP if the male appeared to run toward them.  The RP said she 

believed the male was walking in a hurried manner toward her vehicle.  The RP did not 

hear this male yell or say anything, and had nothing further to offer.   
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 While the scene was being preserved, Ventura County Sheriff's Office Detectives 

Harwood and Chavez located and spoke with witnesses.  Detective Chavez spoke with 

Gonzalez's roommates   and     told Chavez the 

following in summary:  Gonzalez has a history of being suicidal and has stabbed himself 

in the past in a possible attempt suicide.  On 4-9-17, was asleep when he awoke 

to Gonzalez battering an unknown Hispanic male that was also inside of the apartment.  

 ran to Gonzalez and attempted to calm him.  Gonzalez went to the kitchen and 

picked up two kitchen knives.  Gonzalez walked toward the door of the apartment as 

 backed away from him, fearful of the knives.  Gonzalez made a swiping motion 

with one of the knives in the direction of  before exiting the apartment.   

last saw Gonzalez walking toward Ventura Street before he lost sight of him.   

 told Detective Chavez the following in summary:  On 4-9-17, 

was awakened by a loud fight occurring in his apartment.  saw 

Gonzalez exit the apartment holding two kitchen knives.  heard Gonzalez 

say he was going to kill himself.  Velazquez lost sight of Gonzalez who was last seen 

running toward Ventura Street. 

 said Gonzalez has a history of being suicidal.  Gonzalez has told 

he hears voices telling him to kill himself and others.  Gonzalez checked 

himself into the Hillmont mental health facility approximately three months ago due to 

being suicidal.   

 Detective Harwood spoke with witness  who told him the following in 

summary: On 4-9-17, at approximately 0615 hours,  heard loud noises and 

banging occurring outside of his apartment.   went outside and saw a Hispanic 

male, later confirmed as Gonzalez, involved in a physical fight with another unknown 

Hispanic male.   saw Gonzalez was holding a "large knife" during this fight.  

During the fight, the unknown Hispanic male suddenly ran off south toward Ventura 

Street, holding his body in the area of his ribs.   thought the unknown male  

possibly suffered a stab wound to his ribs by the way he was holding himself in that 

area.  Gonzalez chased after the unknown male south toward Ventura Street.   

 At approximately 0630 hours,  was in his vehicle driving to work, when he 

saw Gonzalez standing in front of the "Rite Aid" on Harvard Boulevard at Palm Avenue.  
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 stopped his vehicle to ask Gonzalez if he was alright.  Gonzalez said he was 

looking for the unknown male he fought, and said he was going to kill him if he found 

him.   saw Gonzalez's arms, hands and body were covered in blood.  

drove away from the area without further incident.  At this time, the possible victim of 

this stabbing has not been identified. 

 Detectives have identified a large crime scene in the area this incident occurred, 

with a significant amount of blood trail extending from the area outside of Gonzalez's 

apartment, east on Ventura Street to Palm Avenue, then south on Palm Avenue toward 

"Rite Aid."  The evidence located at the crime scene is consistent with statements 

provided by witnesses. 

        

  

III. Opinions and Conclusions 

 Based on the facts and opinions set forth below, I have probable cause to believe 

that the felony crimes of; Penal Code section 664/187 (attempt murder); Penal Code 

section 245(a)(1) (assault with a deadly weapon); have occurred and that evidence 

thereof is located at the location identified in the accompanying search warrant, based 

on the following facts: 

Based on statements by witnesses claiming to be roommates of Gonzalez, I 

believe Gonzalez resides in the apartment located at  in Santa 

Paula.  I believe Gonzalez was involved in a physical fight inside of the apartment, 

where he grabbed two kitchen knives from the kitchen, prior to exiting the apartment 

stating he was going to kill himself.   

I believe Gonzalez was involved in a physical fight with an unknown male whom 

he possibly stabbed, in violation of 245 PC, prior to being confronted by Santa Paula 

Police Officers.   stated it was his opinion Gonzalez stabbed the unknown male 

he fought with, based on the way the unknown male ran from the location holding his 

ribs.  There was also large amounts of blood drops on the ground in the area  

saw Gonzalez fight the unknown male, as well as throughout this crime scene.  

I believe a search of Gonzalez's residence will assist detectives in locating 

evidence that will assist in showing Gonzalez's mental state, such as possible notes 
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which may show Gonzalez had a pre-meditated plan to hurt others and confront Santa 

Paula Police Officers .  

I believe a search of Gonzalez's residence will reveal evidence related to 

Gonzalez's suicidal history, such as anti-depressant medications or medical paperwork.  

 I believe a seizure of all cell phones or electronic devices associated to 

Gonzalez, and accessing those devices will assist detectives with obtaining evidence 

related to his mental state and any pre-meditated plan to hurt police officers or others.  

Based on the fact stated Gonzalez was admitted to Hillmont IPU 

approximately three months ago, I am requesting to access these devices for evidence 

for the time period of 12-1-16 to 4-9-17.   

 

GONZALEZ'S 5150 W&I MEDICAL RECORDS 

 Based on statements of Gonzalez's roommates  and  Gonzalez 

stated he hears voices telling him to kill himself as well as others.  Gonzalez has also 

attempted suicide in the past, and has voluntarily admitted himself into Hillmont IPU. 

 I believe the medical / psychiatric records from Gonzalez's recent stay at Hillmont 

IPU will provide further evidence Gonzalez suffered from a mental disorder in which he 

heard voices telling him to hurt people.  This evidence could quite simply be in the form 

of doctor or psychiatric notes documenting statements Gonzalez might have made 

regarding wanting to kill himself and others.  Such information could also illustrate a 

plan or premeditated statements Gonzalez might have made in reference to 

threatening, harming or killing police officers.      

 It is important that investigators be allowed to obtain the medical records 

associated with Gonzalez’s recent stay at the Hillmont IPU, Ventura.  I know from my 

training, education and experience that medical facilities, including psychiatric facilities, 

maintain records of their patients; which can include doctor’s notes, mental health 

evaluations and any treatment(s) that may have been rendered.  Such information may 

shed some light into whether or not Gonzalez may have been planning to threaten, 

harm or kill police officers, himself or others.  It is important that investigators attempt to 

learn or establish Gonzalez's mental state of mind in the months prior to the incident.  It 
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is equally important for investigators to learn or attempt to understand the reasons why 

Gonzalez acted without regard for human life.  Documented psychiatric records and 

mental health evaluations could potentially contain items of evidentiary value in this 

case and could also contain a motive for why Gonzalez tried to hurt people on 4-9-17.  

Wherefore it is respectfully requested that a search warrant for the above 

property be issued.  I swear under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 

correct to the best of my information and belief. 

 

REQUEST FOR SEALING ORDER 
  

 I respectfully request that this warrant be sealed pending further order of the 

Court.  Without sealing, the affidavit and supporting documentation and warrant become 

a matter of public record within 10 days pursuant to Penal Code section 1523(a).  

Sealing is justified even against discovery by the defendant based on the governmental 

privilege that allows for the protection of the identity of the citizen and confidential 

informants pursuant to Evidence Code section 1041 [Swanson v. Superior Court, (1989) 

211 Cal.App.3d 332].  I request the search warrant be sealed to protect the integrity of 

this investigation for the following reasons:  (1) Release of the contents of this affidavit, 

warrant, and/or returns in this matter could reveal investigative techniques, sensitive 

witness and suspect statements and disclosures, investigative findings and evidence 

that would jeopardize the ongoing investigation and possible issuance of additional 

search warrants.  (2) Disclosing the contents of this Affidavit to the public, press and the 

suspect(s) attorney(s) could result in witnesses and the suspects being tipped off 

concerning the investigation because it is still ongoing.  Such information could result in 

the destruction of important evidence, such as crucial witness and other potential 

suspect(s) statements.  It is therefore necessary for law enforcement to withhold the 

information contained within this Affidavit from the public.  Furthermore, this particular 

attempt murder case may end up involving confidential reliable informants, citizen 

informants and members of the general public or “tipsters.”  The disclosure of their 

cooperation with law enforcement investigators will no doubt put their lives and the lives of 

their family members and associates in jeopardy, which could potentially result in the loss 
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of human life.  As a result, I am requesting this entire search warrant and affidavit be 

sealed pursuant to Rule 2.550 of the California Rules of Court. 

 

Wherefore it is respectfully requested that a search warrant for the above apartment, 

medical records, DNA collection and electronic data extraction be granted.  I swear 

under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

information and belief. 

 

 

 

 

 

 











STATE OF CALIFORNIA - COUNTY OF VENTURA

SEARCH WARRANT AFFIDAVIT

(DISTRICT ATTORNEY REVIEW)

The attached warrant and affidavit have been reviewed for legal sufficiency by the undersigned

Deputy District Attorney. The contents, if sworn to by the affiant, are legally sufficient to justify

presenting the affidavit and warrant to a court for review. This document consists of 11 pages,

including the search warrant, declaration of probable cause, and this review form.

______________________________________
Deputy District Attorney (Printed Name)

______________________________________
Deputy District Attorney (Signature)

8/29/2017
_________________
Date

Search Warrant Affidavit DA Review
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     STATE OF CALIFORNIA – COUNTY OF VENTURA 
 

SEARCH WARRANT AND AFFIDAVIT 
                    (AFFIDAVIT) 
 
 
 
Ronald Chips swears under oath that the facts expressed in the attached and 
incorporated Statement of Probable Cause are true and based thereon there is 
probable cause to believe and does believe the property described below is lawfully 
seizable pursuant to 18 United States Code sections 2703, subds. (c), (d); 3122; and 
3123 and California Penal Code sections 1524, 1524.2, and 1546.1 as indicated below, 
and is now located at the locations set forth below. Wherefore, affiant requests that this 
Search Warrant be issued. 
 

 
_________________________, NIGHT SEARCH REQUESTED: YES     NO  
Signature of Affiant 
 
 

(SEARCH WARRANT) 
 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO ANY SHERIFF, POLICEMAN OR 
PEACE OFFICER IN THE COUNTY OF VENTURA:  Proof by affidavit having been 
made before me by Ronald Chips that there is probable cause to believe the property 
described herein may be found at the locations set forth herein and it is lawfully seizable 
pursuant to Penal Code sections 1524, 1524.2, and 1546.1, as indicated below by (s) 
in that: 
 

 it was stolen or embezzled; 
 it was used as the means of committing a felony; 
 it is possessed by a person with the intent to use it as means of committing a 

public offense or is possessed by another, to whom he or she may have 
delivered it for the purpose of concealing it or preventing its discovery; 

 it tends to show that a felony has been committed or that a particular person has 
committed a felony; 

 it tends to show that sexual exploitation of a child, in violation of P.C. 
section 311.3, has occurred or is occurring; 

 there is a warrant for the person’s arrest; 
 it tends to show, through information to be received from the use of a tracking 

device, that a felony has been or is being committed, tends to show that a 
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

I. Affiant Training and Experience 

 I am currently employed as a Sergeant for the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office.  I 

have been employed by the Sheriff’s Office for over twenty years.  I am currently 

assigned to the Major Crimes Bureau as a Robbery/Homicide Detective Sergeant.  I 

have been assigned to the Major Crimes Bureau for about 1 ½ years. 

During my employment with the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office, I have worked 

multiple assignments including custody, patrol, gang enforcement, narcotics, and jail 

classification unit Sergeant.  As part of my current and past assignments, I have 

conducted or assisted in conducting numerous investigations for violent crimes, 

including assaults with firearms.  I have personally authored search warrants and 

assisted in search warrants and probation / parole searches of residences, vehicles, 

and persons whom were named as suspects to these violent crimes.  I have 

investigated or been involved in numerous investigations resulting in the arrest of 

suspects of violent crime. 

Most of my formal training and experience has been focused in the area of gang 

and narcotics enforcement.  I have received numerous hours of training in the 

investigation of these crimes, to include violent crime such as assaults with firearms.  

This training was provided by the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office, the Drug Enforcement 

Administration, the California Department of Justice, the California Narcotics Officers 

Association, the Western States Information Network, the North American Drug 

Diversion Investigators Association and the California Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement. 

II. Investigation 

On 04-09-17, at about 0621 hours, the Santa Paula Police Department received 

an anonymous report of a suspicious subject in the 100 block of E. Ventura Street in the 

city of Santa Paula.  The female reporting party stated a Hispanic male armed with a 

knife had charged at her vehicle as she drove on E. Ventura Street.  The reporting party 

described the male as 5’3”, with a thin build.  The male had a goatee and was wearing a 

gray shirt and blue jeans.  The female reporting party also stated the male had been 

loitering around the apartment complex while holding the knife. 
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At about 0632 hours, Santa Paula Police officers Matt Alonzo, John Coffelt, and 

Frank Huerta were dispatched to the call.  The officers arrived on scene at about 0636 

hours.  At about 0637 hours, officers on scene put out radio traffic of “shots fired.”  Fire 

and paramedic personnel were requested and responded to the scene.  The suspect, 

later identified as Jose Rendon Gonzalez, was declared deceased by AMR Paramedic 

  (  at about 0648 hours.  Gonzalez was observed with multiple 

gunshot wounds to his chest and abdomen. 

Deputies from the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office responded to assist the on 

scene Santa Paula Police officers.  Sgt. Mario Aguilar, patrol supervisor for the Sheriff’s 

Headquarters Station, arrived and spoke with Officer Alonzo.  Officer Alonzo told Sgt. 

Aguilar that he was the sole shooter and estimated that he shot 4-5 times.  Officer 

Alonzo stated that he had observed Gonzalez armed with a large knife and that 

Gonzalez had charged toward him in an aggressive and threatening manner. 

The Santa Paula Police Department requested mutual aid from the Ventura 

County Sheriff’s Office in the investigation of the officer involved shooting.  The Sheriff’s 

Major Crimes Bureau responded and took over the investigation. 

Detectives interviewed Alonzo and learned that upon his arrival in the area of the 

100 block of East Ventura Street, he observed Gonzalez standing in a driveway leading 

to the apartment building at  East Ventura Street.  Alonzo saw Gonzalez was 

holding a large kitchen knife in his hand.  Alonzo saw Gonzalez look in his direction and 

begin to sprint toward Alonzo’s patrol vehicle. 

Alonzo exited his patrol car, drew his firearm, and moved to the rear driver’s side 

corner of his patrol vehicle.  Alonzo said when he next saw Gonzalez, he was still 

running toward Alonzo and had raised the knife over his head.  Alonzo said he gave 

multiple commands for Gonzalez to drop the knife, which Gonzalez ignored.  Alonzo 

fired his weapon six times at Gonzalez, striking Gonzalez five times.  Gonzalez fell to 

the ground several feet from Alonzo’s location. 

Santa Paula Fire and American Medical Response (AMR) personnel were 

requested and responded to the scene to provide aid to Gonzalez.  At about 0648 
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hours, Gonzalez was pronounced deceased by AMR Paramedic  .  An 

autopsy of Gonzalez conducted by Dr. Manny Montez of the Santa Barbara Coroner’s 

Office on 04-12-17 confirmed his cause of death was multiple gunshot wounds. 

It was discovered Gonzalez possibly lived in a nearby apartment located at 

 Officers went to that location and contacted two individuals 

identified as   and     and confirmed they 

were roommates of Gonzalez.   

During an interview of  he stated Gonzalez had been exhibiting bizarre 

behavior throughout the night.   stated Gonzalez was a heavy drinker and was 

currently detoxing from alcohol.   said Gonzalez would become aggressive when 

he detoxed from alcohol.   said he shares a bedroom with Gonzalez and knew 

that Gonzalez did not sleep all night.   described Gonzalez as sick, nervous, and 

anxious all night long. said he heard Gonzalez talking to himself. 

 said Gonzalez exited the bedroom at approximately 0600 hours and 

 heard him assaulting another roommate who was asleep in his bed in a different 

room. stepped out of the bedroom and saw Gonzalez swinging his fists at the 

roommate. The roommate managed to block Gonzalez's strikes with his arms and was 

not injured.  stated this was an unprovoked attack on the roommate. 

 said he saw Gonzalez grab two kitchen knives from the kitchen area.  He 

said Gonzalez attempted to “swipe” at  with one of the knives but did not make 

contact with .  Gonzalez then left out the front door of the residence.  Once 

Gonzalez left,  said he immediately closed the front door.  He went into another 

room in the apartment and looked outside.  He saw Gonzalez running away from the 

apartment down a nearby driveway.   said Gonzalez reappeared in the area 

several minutes later and began to walk back toward the apartment.  said he 

saw police arrive and saw Gonzalez approach them and was shot. 

 told detectives he knew Gonzalez had spent about two to three weeks in 

a hospital near Loma Vista Road in Ventura approximately four months ago.   
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said he was not sure what was wrong with Gonzalez, but said Gonzalez had received 

medication and was taking it. 

Detectives spoke with who said he had been living in the apartment 

with Gonzalez for about four or five months.  He said he heard commotion coming from 

the kitchen area of the apartment today at about 0600 hours.  He got up and saw 

Gonzalez grab two kitchen knives and run out of the apartment.  As Gonzalez ran down 

the stairs outside the apartment, said he yelled at Gonzalez through the 

window and told him to leave the knives.  said he remembered hearing 

Gonzalez say, “I’m going to kill myself.” 

told detectives when he initially moved into the apartment about three 

months ago, Gonzalez told him he heard voices, saw things, had attempted suicide in 

the past, and the “Devil” would tell him to hurt others.  said Gonzalez asked 

him to drive him to the hospital because he would not be able to control himself and 

“would be capable of doing lots of things.”  said he drove Gonzalez to a 

hospital in Ventura where Gonzalez remained for approximately three weeks.  

could not recall what Gonzalez was diagnosed with. knew 

Gonzalez had been recently drinking, and stopped for the past three days. 

stated Gonzalez knew he would have problems once he stopped drinking. 

Based on the information obtained from  and that Gonzalez had 

possibly spent several weeks at a hospital near Loma Vista Road in Ventura, Detective 

Dillan Alvarez authored a search warrant for the Ventura County Medical Center 

(VCMC) for any medical records related to Gonzalez.  On 04-09-17, the Honorable 

Judge Kevin McGee of the Ventura County Superior Court reviewed the search warrant 

and signed it.  Detective Alvarez served the search warrant to VCMC on 04-10-17, and 

received records related to Gonzalez. 

A review of the records revealed on 01-20-17, Gonzalez admitted himself into the 

Hillmont Inpatient Psychiatric Unit.  Gonzalez told Hillmont staff he was experiencing 

auditory hallucinations commanding him to kill himself and/or kill others.  Gonzalez also 

told Hillmont staff he had attempted to commit suicide on at least two prior occasions.  
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Gonzalez told Hillmont staff he had attempted suicide approximately seven months ago 

by jumping off the Santa Monica pier.  This suicide attempt resulted in his first inpatient 

psychiatric hospitalization in the city of Pasadena. 

On 08-24-17, I spoke with Captain   of the Santa Monica Fire 

Department.  I provided Captain  with Gonzalez’s name and asked him to 

check for any documentation pertaining to Gonzalez attempting to commit suicide by 

jumping off the Santa Monica pier.  Captain  informed me that there was an 

incident that Santa Monica Fire personnel responded to that matched my inquiry.  

Captain  told me the incident occurred on 06-03-16 and had been documented 

under Santa Monica Fire incident number SM829809.  Captain told me that 

records related to this incident would only be provided pursuant to a subpoena or other 

legal instrument. 

 

III. Opinions and Conclusions 

Based on evidence obtained in this investigation, I believe Gonzalez intentionally 

attempted to murder an on-duty peace officer, a felony violation of P.C. 664/187-

Attempted Murder.  I believe at the time of this incident, Gonzalez may have been 

influenced by auditory hallucinations which may have contributed to his homicidal 

ideations.  Additionally, I believe Gonzalez may have been influenced by suicidal 

ideations also brought about by the auditory hallucinations.  I believe the records 

requested by this search warrant will assist detectives in developing further evidence of 

Gonzalez’s motive for this crime. 

Based on my training and experience, I know that public safety agencies, such 

as the Santa Monica Fire Department, maintain records of calls for service they respond 

to.  I know that these records often contain specific details of the incident, statements 

made by involved parties, and other pertinent information.  I know that these records 

sometimes contain sensitive information that may be protected by law.  I believe that the 

records described in this search warrant are currently maintained by the Santa Monica 

Fire Department and that this search warrant is necessary in order to obtain copies for 

this investigation. 
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Request for Sealing Order/Request for Notification Delay 

I respectfully request that this warrant be sealed pending further order of the 

Court.  Without sealing, the affidavit and supporting documentation and warrant become 

a matter of public record within 10 days pursuant to Penal Code section 1523(a).  

Sealing is justified based on the governmental privilege pursuant to Evidence Code 

section 1041 [Swanson v. Superior Court, (1989) 211 Cal.App.3d 322].  As a result, 

your affiant is requesting the entire search warrant and affidavit be sealed pursuant to 

Rule 2.550 of the California Rules of Court.   

I request the search warrant be sealed to protect the integrity of this investigation 

for the following reason:  (1) Release of the contents of this affidavit, warrant, and/or 

returns in this matter could reveal sensitive witness statements and disclosures, 

investigative techniques, investigative findings and evidence that would jeopardize the 

ongoing investigation. It is therefore necessary for law enforcement to withhold the 

information contained within this Affidavit from the public. 

Wherefore it is respectfully prayed that a search warrant for the aforementioned 

items be issued.  I swear under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct 

to the best of my information and belief. 
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SEALING ORDER 

 
Good cause showing, it is further ordered that this entire Search Warrant and 

Affidavit be sealed because disclosure could irremediably harm the ongoing criminal 

investigation. In accordance with California Rules of Court Rule §2.551, this court finds 

that: 

 

1.   There exists an overriding interest that overcomes the right of public 

access to the record; 

2.   The overriding interest supports sealing the record; 

3.   A substantial probability exists that the overriding interest will be 

prejudiced if the record is not sealed; 

4.   The proposed sealing is narrowly tailored; AND 

5.   No less restrictive means exist to achieve the overriding interest. 

 

It is hereby ordered that the attached search warrant affidavit remain sealed by 

order of this court until such time as the Court directs otherwise. The said search 

warrant affidavit may not to be released without further order of this court. 

 

This order has been requested by the search warrant affiant pursuant to 

Evidence Code section 1040 et seq., as well as California Rules of Court section 2.550.  

 
 
 
DATED:_     _________________________ 

     Judge of the Superior Court 
     County of Ventura 
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AFFIDAVIT PURSUANT TO PC 1524.2 and 1546.1 
 
 
Business Receiving Search Warrant:       
 
 
 
I,     , the undersigned, say: 
 
1. I am the duly authorized custodian of the records and I have authority to certify the records 

of the above-named business. 
 
2. With respect to the records described in the search warrant issued pursuant to PC 1524.2: 

 
(Affiant must check either (a) or (b)) 
 
(a)  The copies transmitted herewith are true and correct copies of all the original 

records described in the above-mentioned search warrant, in so far as the 
above-named business has such records. 

 
(b)  No copies are transmitted herewith because the above-named business has 

none of the records described in the above-named search warrant. 
 

3. The records referred to above were prepared by the personnel of the above-named 
business in the ordinary course of business at or near the time(s) of the act(s), condition(s) 
or event(s) to which the records pertain. 

 
4. The records provided herewith are identified as follows (Affiant must describe records):  
   
   
   
 
5. The records provided herewith were prepared in the following manner: 
 

(Affiant must check one or more of the following  
 

(a)  Photocopying or duplication of original paper or other tangible records. 

(b)  Retrieval and printing of original records or data maintained in electronic 
form. 

(c)           Other:  

 
Executed on _____________________, at________________________, _________________ 
 (Date) (City)                   (State) 
 
I swear and affirm under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that the information 
contained in this declaration is true and correct. 
 
 
   

(Signature of Affiant) 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA HIGH TECH TASK FORCE 
SCHTTF Ventura County 

             
EXAMINATION REPORT 

April 21, 2017 
 

HTTF Case No.: HT17-00323 
Submitting Agency: Ventura County Sheriff’s Office 
Agency Case Number: 17-50845 
Case Agent: Cyrus Zadeh 
Examiner: Cole Gibson 
Violation: Officer Involved Shooting 
 
To access hyperlinked reports and files, click on the blue, underlined links. 

 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Office (VCSO) Detective Cyrus Zadeh requested 

assistance examining a Wolfcom body camera. Detective Zadeh requested that 
any video files be recovered from the camera. District Attorney Investigator (DAI) 
Kimo Hildreth acquired the camera’s internal microSD memory card using 
EnCase. On April 10, 2017, I received the Wolfcom body camera, in an evidence 
bag, from DAI Hildreth. I was also provided with the EnCase files containing the 
camera’s memory card’s data. I was informed by Detective Zadeh that the 
camera’s date and time settings were not accurate. Detective Zadeh told me that 
on 4/9/2017 the camera’s date showed 7/4/2008. On April 11, 2017 at 6:07PM, 
Detective Zadeh picked up the body camera, which was sealed in an evidence 
bag. On April 12, 2017 at about 8:30AM, I received another Wolfcom body 
camera from the Santa Paula Police Department (SPPD) Sergeant Cody 
Madison to be used for testing. 

 

Inventory 
Description Device ID 

SPPD Wolfcom Vision Body Camera (Evidence) 001786 
SPPD Wolfcom Vision Body Camera (Testing) 001781 

 

Examination Results 
Unless otherwise noted, the following versions of software were used during this 
examination: EnCase1 v6.19.17 and 8.04, PhotoRec v7.12 and Recuva 
v1.53.10873. 

                                                 
1
 EnCase, a forensic application created by Guidance Software, gives the user the ability to forensically 

acquire and examine digital storage media using an array of tools; some of which allow the user to recover 

deleted files, view system information, display files, and search for specific keywords and file types. 
2
 PhotoRec is a data recovery tool, capable of recovering several different types of files. 
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1786 – SPPD Wolfcom Vision Body Camera (Evidence) 
I attempted to view the camera’s settings by connecting the camera, via 

USB, to my forensic computer using a hardware write-block device4. Due to 
Wolfcom’s requirement that Wolfcom’s software5 needs to be used in order to 
communicate with the camera and that a special USB driver (see Wolfcom’s 
Manual), I was unable to use a write-blocker. I installed the provided software 
and driver and connected the camera following the user’s manual. 

 
Hash6 

The link contains an EnCase Hash report. The hash report shows 
that the original evidence and the duplicated data have matching hash 
values. 
 
User Manuals 

The link contains user manuals for the body camera, which came 
with the software.  

 
Settings 

The link contains a screen shot of the camera’s settings shown in 
Wolfcom’s software. The camera was in “Easy Mode”7 and had a device 
ID of, “001786.” A portion of the image can also be seen in Figure 1 
below, showing the current settings of the device. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
3
 Recuva is a data recovery tool, capable of recovering several different types of files. 

4
 A write-block device prevents any changing of data on the device being acquired or examined. 

5
 I received Wolfcom’s software, Wolfcom Vision Setup Manager (Law Enforcement Edition), from 

Wolfcom’s technical support Michael Moreno via email. 
6
 Hash values are also called "digital fingerprints" in computer forensics. The hash values in this report are 

hexadecimal values. Each hash report contains four hash values, two for the acquisition hash (evidence 

data) and two for the verification hash (duplicated data). The hash value process is completed by EnCase 

during the acquisition process. EnCase uses two separate algorithms (MD5 and SHA-1) to create two hash 

values for both the evidence data and the duplicated data. Hash values only match when every bit of data 

being compared is identical. 
7
 According to the manufacturer’s user’s manual, Easy Mode is, “Also known as Dummy Mode or Simple 

Mode, This mode disables all the switches on the unit except the One Touch Record (OTR) switch turning 

the unit into a very simple and easy to operate body camera. Recommended for Beginners or for those 

desiring an easy to use and operate body worn camera. Just press the OTR switch down to start recording, 

and press it up to stop. Battery life will be longest in this mode.” 
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Figure 1 

 
EnCase 
 The link contains an EnCase report. The report shows the only two 
video files that the file system showed in the folder, “DCIM\100MEDIA.” 
Both files are marked in the file system as deleted and contain the created 
dates of 7/4/2008.  
 
Video Recovery 

Using the data acquired by DAI Hildreth, EnCase .E01 files, I 
attempted to recover missing/deleted video files8. I was provided with a 
sample video file that I was able to view using my computer. The sample 
video file showed that the camera records in the .MOV video format, using 
the AVC1 video codec and the AAC audio codec9. I attempted to recover 
video files using PhotoRec and Recuva. Both tools were able to recover 
over 20 possible video files. Many of the recovered video files contained 
apparent .MOV file headers; however, the headers appeared to be 
incomplete, corrupt or damaged. I found a trial version of software that 
repairs .MOV file headers. With this software I was able to preview up to 
one minute of the video file. Some of the recovered video files were found 
to be too corrupt for any recovery. The previews of the files appeared to 
show a single frame resembling the camera’s video. The single frames 
displayed the camera’s ID and a timestamp.  

 
Photos 

The link contains five photos I took of the video 
previews mentioned above. The images appear to have date 
time stamps between 2/28/2008 and 5/19/2008. 
 

                                                 
8
 High definition videos files, even short in length, tend to contain numerous pieces of data and are difficult 

to recover in their entirety. 
9
 Common video and audio codecs 
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Testing Results 
1781 - SPPD Wolfcom Vision Body Camera (Testing) 
 On the morning of April 12, 2017, I received a Wolfcom body camera to 
test from Santa Paula Police Department Sergeant Cody Madison, along with the 
specialized Wolfcom USB cable. The camera had a label with the number, 
“1120” on it. I connected the camera to my computer and compared its settings 
with those of the 001786 camera. 
 

Settings 
The link contains a screen shot of the camera’s settings shown in 

Wolfcom’s software. The image can also be seen below in Figure 2. I was 
able to set the camera’s settings to similar settings found on the 001786 
camera. The testing camera showed a Device ID of, “001781.” The 
001786 camera showed, “Pre-record Audio: On;” whereas, 001781 
showed, “Pre-record Audio: Off.” The setting was greyed out and I was 
unable to active this option. For testing purposes, the setting was left off, 
as I could not active the setting. The 001786 camera showed, “One Touch 
Record: ON”; whereas, 001781 showed, “One Touch Record: Normal.” 
The other option for this setting was, “Advance.” For testing purposes, the 
setting was left on, “Normal.” Also, the date and time settings, including 
the Time zone offset, were left at their current setting.  

 

 
Figure 2 
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Creating a Video with Wolfcom Body Camera 
The link contains a video showing how a video is initiated and 

ended using the Wolfcom Body Camera; as well as how the device looks 
during the recording. The device had similar settings to those of the 1786 
Wolfcom Body Camera (Evidence). 

The switch that initiates the recordings (Wolfcom’s manual calls, 
“One Touch Record (OTR) Switch), when in the top position, recording is 
off, with the switch in the bottom position, recording is on. In the video you 
see that when the OTR switch is placed in the on position (bottom 
position), the camera vibrates three times. To end the video, the OTR 
switch is returned in the top position and the camera vibrates once. 

There is also a small light at the top of the camera that turns red 
(Wolfcom’s manual calls, “Hidden Status LED). There is a light with the 
letter, “REC” on the front of the camera (Wolfcom’s manual calls, “Public 
Awareness Light (PAL)”). In the video, while recording is active, the PAL 
light can be seen flashing red.    

 
Test Recordings – Series01 

With the, “DCIM” folder empty, I initiated three video recordings. I 
plugged the camera into my computer and removed the video files from 
the camera. I previewed the camera’s data using EnCase. EnCase was 
able to show three deleted video files named, “AMBA0001.MOV,” 
“AMBA0002.MOV” AND “AMBA0003.MOV.” I attempted to recover the 
three video files using EnCase. I was able to export their data; however, I 
was unable to play back the video. This result matched the attempted 
recover of the two deleted video files on 1786 – SPPD Wolfcom Vision 
Body Camera (Evidence). 

 
Test Recordings – Series02 

With the, “DCIM” folder empty, I initiated three video recordings. I 
plugged the camera into my computer and copied the video files from the 
camera. The files were named, “AMBA0001.MOV,” “AMBA0002.MOV” 
AND “AMBA0003.MOV.” I left the files on the camera and initiated another 
recording. I plugged the camera into my computer and copied the video 
files from the camera. The last video recorded was named, 
“AMBA0004.MOV.” 
 
Test Recordings – Series03 

With the four video files remaining on the camera from the Series02 
testing above, I pressed the camera’s Reset button. The camera rebooted 
and the files remained on the camera. I turned the camera off and left it 
overnight. The next morning I confirmed the camera still contained the four 
video files. I initiated a recording, which was subsequently given the 
name, “AMBA0005.MOV.” I pushed the camera’s reset button. The 
camera rebooted. The video files still remained on the device. 
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Test Recordings – Series04 
With the, “DCIM” folder empty, I initiated four video recordings. This 

created four videos named, “AMBA0001.MOV,” “AMBA0002.MOV,” 
“AMBA0003.MOV” and “AMBA0004.MOV.” I plugged the camera into my 
computer and deleted all but the last file name, “AMBA0004.MOV.” I 
initiated a new recording which was subsequently named, “AMBA0005.” 

 
Test Recordings – Series05 

With the, “DCIM” folder empty, I initiated three video recordings. 
This created three videos named, ““AMBA0001.MOV,” “AMBA0002.MOV” 
and “AMBA0003.MOV.” I plugged the camera into my computer and 
deleted the video named, “AMBA0002.MOV.” I initiated a new recording 
which was named, ““AMBA0004.MOV.” I plugged the camera into my 
computer and deleted the videos named, “AMBA0001.MOV” and 
“AMBA0003.MOV,” leaving on the video named, “AMBA0004.MOV.” I 
initiated a new recording which was named, ““AMBA0005.MOV.” 

 

Observations 

1786 – SPPD Wolfcom Vision Body Camera (Evidence) 
The EnCase acquisition of the camera’s memory card shows that the 

media card had 0 read errors. Read errors tend to be present when media cards 
are not functioning properly. I was able to connect the camera to my computer, 
using the camera manufacturer’s software. I was able to view and document the 
camera’s current settings. Using EnCase, I was able to see file names for two 
deleted videos named, “AMBA0001.MOV” and “AMBA0002.MOV” within the 
folder, “DCIM\100MEDIA.” Using EnCase, PhotoRec and Recuva, I was unable 
to recover any viewable video files, including the previously mentioned, 
“AMBA0001.MOV” and “AMBA0002.MOV” video files. 

 
1781 - SPPD Wolfcom Vision Body Camera (Testing) 

The camera names video files starting with the letters, “AMBA” then a 
numerical value consisting of four digits starting from, “0001.” If previously 
recorded video files exist on the camera, then any new recordings will be name, 
in sequence, after the highest enumerated file on the camera. For example, if 
there are four video files on the camera with the file names of, “AMBA0001,” 
“AMBA0004,” “AMBA0006” and “AMBA0008,” then the next video file generated 
will be named, “AMBA0009.MOV.” The video file naming conventions did not 
appear to be based on dates or times, but specifically on the files resident on the 
camera at the time of the initiation of a new video recording. 

The reset button was found to reboot the device. No device settings were 
found to be changed or video files deleted when the Reset button is pushed. 

Recently deleted video files were possibly recovered using EnCase, 
PhotoRec and Recuva; however, were not viewable. 

To access the camera’s internal memory card, you need to use a special 
screw drive. 
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Cole Gibson 
Computer Forensic Examiner 
Ventura County District Attorney's Office 
Southern California High Technology Task Force 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA HIGH TECH TASK FORCE 
SCHTTF Ventura County 
Regional Computer Forensic Laboratory 

             
EXAMINATION REPORT 

April 11, 2017 
 

HTTF Case No.: HT17-00323 
Submitting Agency: Ventura County Sheriff’s Office 
Agency Case Number: RB 17-50845  
Case Agent: Detective Cyrus Zadeh 
Examiner: Kimo Hildreth 
Suspect:  
Violation: Officer Involved Shooting 
 
To access hyperlinked reports and files, click on the blue, underlined links. 

 
On April 9, 2017, Ventura County Sheriff’s Office Detective Cyrus Zadeh 

requested assistance from the Ventura County branch of the Southern California 
High Tech Task Force (SCHTTF).  Detective Zadeh requested that one body 
camera, worn by a Santa Paula Police Officer during an Officer Involved 
shooting, be forensically imaged and analyzed.   

I responded to 214 South 10th street, Santa Paula and met with Detective 
Zadeh. At 1505 hours, Detective Zadeh gave me the “RES 2” body camera in a 
brown paper Sheriff evidence bad. I immediately returned to the Ventura County 
Computer Lab to process the device. Exam Photos linked here. 

 
Device Examinations 
 
RES 2 – Wolfcom body camera 

A Wolfcom body camera with label “RES2” was received, powered off, in a 
brown evidence bag. The body camera contained a 32 GB Micros SD HC I Class 
10 memory card (Serial Number E532G1436 TP2KA49013A04 S23SBLZCR). I 
removed the memory card, physically write-protected it utilizing a Tableau write 
blocker, and imaged the contents with Encase 6. I located two deleted video files 
(mov). I was unable to get either deleted video file to play. Research indicated 
that Wolfcom uses a standard video format and videos created by a similar body 
camera played without incident. 

Next I ran a specialized video recovery software (PhotoRec) on the data I 
had forensically extracted from the body camera memory card. PhotoRec 
recovered 30 videos from the memory card. I attempted to view the recovered 
videos with three different video players (VLC, Quicktime and Windows Media 
Player) and was unsuccessful.  
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I then placed the memory card back into the camera and attached it to the 
Tableau USB write block device installed in my forensic lab computer with the 
Wolfcom USB cable provided. Attempts to have my computer recognize the body 
camera device were unsuccessful. Research indicated that there may be special 
hardware drivers required and that those drivers exist on an install disk 
distributed with the purchase of the Wolfcom products. Wolfcom tech support 
was not reachable as it was Sunday and their offices are closed on the 
weekends. 

On April 10, 2017, I requested the assistance of Computer Forensic 
Examiner Cole Gibson. I provided Cole a copy of the data I had extracted and 
the evidence item. CFE Gibson was able to get a copy of software needed from 
Wolfcom but was still unable to view the recovered videos. See CFE Gibson’s 
report for additional detail. 
 
Summary 
 Ventura County Sheriff’s Department requested assistance on video 
recovery from a body camera worn by a Santa Paula Police Officer in an Officer 
Involved Shooting. I responded to the scene and recovered the device. I was 
able to recover 30 deleted videos from the device but at the time of this writing, 
have not been able to get the videos to play. 
 
 
Kimo Hildreth 
Computer Forensic Examiner 
Ventura County District Attorney's Office 
Southern California High Technology Task Force 
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     Ventura County Sheriff’s Office Memorandum 

 

 

 

  To:    Major Crimes    Date:  April 18, 2017 

      

   

  From:  Sergeant Ron Chips 

 

   

  Subject:  Matt Alonzo / Santa Paula PD OIS 

 

   

  Re:       17-50845 

 

   

  Date of Interview:  April 13, 2017 

 

   

  Time of Interview:  1615 hrs 

 

 

 

  Case Catalyst Operator:    

 

  Reviewed for Accuracy by Sgt. R. Chips #3392 

 

  Legend:  DW = Dean Worthy 

  CM = Carlos Macias 

  MA = Matt Alonzo 

  AD = Andrew Dawson 

 

    



CONFIDENTIAL 

1 

 

 

        Interview with Matt Alonzo 1 

  Major Crimes / Special Services Building 2 

        4-13-17 / 1615 hrs 3 

  4 

DW:  Okay.  You on?   5 

CM:  Yeah.   6 

DW:  This is Detective Dean -- Sergeant 7 

Dean Worthy with Ventura County Sheriff's Major 8 

Crimes with my partner.   9 

CM:  Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias.   10 

DW:  And Officer --  11 

MA:  Matt Alonzo.  12 

AD:  And attorney Andrew Dawson.   13 

DW:  Okay.  It is April 13th, 2017, 14 

approximately 1615 hours.  We are about ready to 15 

speak with Senior Officer Matt Alonzo regarding 16 

the incident that took place on Sunday in Santa 17 

Paula.   18 

Matt, thank you for coming in.  I 19 

understand you've had a couple days to speak with 20 

your attorney here, Mr. Andrew Dawson, and in 21 

doing so you've agreed to come here and provide us 22 

with a -- a voluntary statement as to the incident 23 

that occurred on Sunday?   24 

MA:  Right.   25 

DW:  Okay.  I'd like to just start off by 26 
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just getting a little bit of basic background 1 

information from you as far as your law 2 

enforcement career is concerned.  How many years 3 

have you been in law enforcement?   4 

MA:  Ten.  5 

DW:  Ten years.  And how many of those ten 6 

years have you been with the Santa Paula Police 7 

Department?   8 

MA:  All of them.  9 

DW:  All of them, okay.  No prior agencies 10 

then?   11 

MA:  No.  12 

DW:  Okay.  What's your current rank?   13 

MA:  Senior officer.  14 

DW:  Okay.  And as a senior officer with 15 

Santa Paula Police Department, what are some of 16 

your duties and responsibilities?   17 

MA:  To supervise subordinates and at times 18 

be the watch commander for our city, for patrol.   19 

DW:  For patrol?   20 

MA:  Yeah.  21 

DW:  Okay.  So your assignment, is that in 22 

patrol?   23 

MA:  Yeah, I'm assigned to patrol right 24 

now.   25 

DW:  Okay.  That's your primary area of 26 

assignment?   27 
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MA:  Yes.  1 

DW:  Okay.  On Sundays, more -- let me ask 2 

you this.  Who's typically the -- the supervisor 3 

or -- or watch commander, if you will, for Santa 4 

Paula PD on a given patrol shift?   5 

MA:  The patrol sergeant.  6 

DW:  Okay.  On occasion, is that different?   7 

MA:  Yeah.  If he's not there that day for 8 

whatever reason, then the senior officer takes the 9 

role of the watch commander.  10 

DW:  Okay.  And on a -- on a regular basis, 11 

on Sundays for instance, is that typically a day 12 

that the -- the two striper, the senior, will be 13 

the watch commander or does it vary?   14 

MA:  It varies.  15 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Regarding the -- the 16 

day in question, last Sunday, which is April 9th 17 

if I'm not mistaken, how many officers were on 18 

shift that day?   19 

MA:  Three.  20 

DW:  Three.  Can you name them for us?   21 

MA:  Myself, John Coffelt, and Frank 22 

Huerta.  23 

DW:  Okay.  And that's a full shift?   24 

MA:  It is.  25 

DW:  Okay.  For the -- for the whole city 26 

of Santa Paula though, right?  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

4 

 

MA:  Yeah.   1 

DW:  Okay.  Let's -- let's back up from the 2 

day of the incident, was on a Sunday morning.  3 

Let's try to back up a little bit to the day 4 

before that.  Do you recall the day before the 5 

incident?   6 

MA:  Saturday?   7 

DW:  Yeah, Saturday.  8 

MA:  Yeah.   9 

DW:  Okay.  Did you work that day?   10 

MA:  Yes.  11 

DW:  Okay.  Can you tell us a little bit 12 

about that shift on Saturday, the day before?  13 

Anything occur during that shift of significance?   14 

MA:  No.   15 

DW:  How about, let's start with your 16 

hours.  What were the hours you were assigned to 17 

work on Saturday?   18 

MA:  5:45 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Did you handle any -- any 20 

incidents take place that day, any -- for 21 

instance, major disturbances, incidents or use of 22 

force incidents that you either had to partake in 23 

or -- or supervise as the supervisor?   24 

MA:  No.   25 

DW:  No?   26 

MA:  Not that I recall.   27 
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DW:  Would you call it a regular shift or 1 

would it -- was it a busy shift on Saturday or a 2 

slow shift or --  3 

MA:  I -- I would just say nothing out of 4 

the ordinary, mundane calls that we went to that 5 

day.  6 

DW:  Okay.   7 

MA:  On -- on Saturday.   8 

DW:  Okay, all right.  So you got off work 9 

Saturday at -- after 5:00?   10 

MA:  Yeah, 6:00.  11 

DW:  Okay.  What happened after your shift 12 

ended, did you go straight home or did you do 13 

anything?   14 

MA:  I went home.  15 

DW:  Went home?  Okay.  Did you -- did you 16 

get plenty of rest that night?   17 

MA:  Yeah.  18 

DW:  Okay.  Do you recall how many hours 19 

approximately you might have slept?   20 

MA:  Six to seven.  21 

DW:  Six to seven hours?   22 

MA:  Yeah.  23 

DW:  Okay.  And I -- I have to ask this, 24 

you know, everything okay at home, nothing going 25 

on --  26 

MA:  Yeah.  27 
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DW:  -- that --  1 

MA:  Everything's good.  2 

DW:  Okay.  Home life's okay?   3 

MA:  Yeah.  4 

DW:  Okay.  Personal life's going well?   5 

MA:  Yeah.  6 

DW:  Okay.  How about your professional 7 

life as a police officer with Santa Paula, is 8 

there -- is there any troubles you're having at 9 

work?   10 

MA:  No, everything's been good lately, 11 

yeah.   12 

DW:  Everything's been good?  Okay.  13 

Medically speaking, any ailments or physical 14 

disabilities, limitations you have?   15 

MA:  No.  16 

DW:  Okay.  Back on Saturday, did you 17 

attend any functions that Saturday anywhere in the 18 

city of Santa Paula while assigned as a patrol 19 

watch commander?   20 

MA:  Yes.  21 

DW:  Could you tell us about that?   22 

MA:  I went to a --  23 

DW:  I'm sorry, I don't even know what that 24 

noise is.  I apologize.  25 

MA:  I went to an opening of a -- of a pool 26 

at the Lobero apartments.  They opened up a pool 27 
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after eight years of not having one.  And my chief 1 

of police asked me to attend the opening, slash, 2 

little barbecue that they had just to show police 3 

presence in place of him.   4 

DW:  Okay.  What time was that at?   5 

MA:  1:00 o'clock I think.  Something like 6 

that.  7 

DW:  Okay.  Did you go there with anybody 8 

else from your department?   9 

MA:  Yeah, with Frank Huerta.   10 

DW:  With Frank, Officer Frank Huerta?   11 

MA:  Uh-huh.   12 

DW:  Okay.  How long were you guys there?   13 

MA:  Thirty minutes maybe.   14 

DW:  Did you make contact with any 15 

civilians while you were there?   16 

MA:  Yeah.  We contacted their association, 17 

the female head of their association and talked 18 

about the pool, things that they could do to maybe 19 

reduce crime, let us know, you know, things like 20 

that.  And then she invited us to have lunch with 21 

them, which we did, and that was it.  22 

DW:  Okay.  Any -- any incidents occur at 23 

that event?  Any --  24 

MA:  No.  25 

DW:  Any altercations?   26 

MA:  No.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  Did you by chance recognize any 1 

people of the criminal element that you had to 2 

deal with in the past that --  3 

MA:  Not at all.  4 

DW:  While at this incident?  Okay.  All 5 

right.  Okay, now let's -- let's go to Sunday, the 6 

day of the incident.  What time did you get up in 7 

the morning?   8 

MA:  4:15.  9 

DW:  4:15.  So I'm just going to let you 10 

talk a little bit.  I don't know if that's easy to 11 

just answer yes-or-no questions but walk me 12 

through your morning when you wake up and how you 13 

started your day before you went to work.   14 

MA:  Alarm goes off, got up, got out of 15 

bed, took a shower, got ready, came to work, went 16 

in the locker room, got dressed, went to briefing.  17 

DW:  Okay, all right.  So in the locker 18 

room, do you load up all your gear in the locker 19 

room as far as like full uniform, vest, gun belt, 20 

all that stuff?   21 

MA:  Yeah, yeah.   22 

DW:  Okay.  Let's -- let's slow down a 23 

little bit and talk about that.  So you're loading 24 

up your -- let's say you're -- you're putting on 25 

your gun belt.  26 

MA:  Uh-huh.  27 
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DW:  What do you have -- what do you have 1 

on your gun belt?  Talk about the -- the different 2 

use of force tools you have on your gun belt?   3 

MA:  I have my duty weapon, my two 4 

magazines, a taser, baton, two sets of handcuffs.  5 

That's it.   6 

DW:  Okay.  7 

MA:  And my radio.   8 

DW:  Okay.  Your duty weapon, what kind is 9 

it?   10 

MA:  It's a Glock 22.  11 

DW:  And that's issued by the department?   12 

MA:  Yes.  13 

DW:  Okay.  How many rounds does that 14 

particular handgun hold?   15 

MA:  A total of sixteen.  So fifteen and 16 

one in the chamber.   17 

DW:  So fifteen in a magazine and then one 18 

in the chamber if there's a round chambered?   19 

MA:  Correct.   20 

DW:  For a total of sixteen?   21 

MA:  Correct.  22 

DW:  How about, how many spare magazines 23 

did you have?   24 

MA:  Two.   25 

DW:  And what's the capacity in those?   26 

MA:  Fifteen each.  27 
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DW:  And how many load -- how many rounds 1 

did you have in each magazine at the time you 2 

prepared for your shift that day?   3 

MA:  Fifteen.   4 

DW:  So, okay.  In each one?   5 

MA:  Yes.  6 

DW:  For a total of thirty in your extra 7 

magazines?   8 

MA:  Yes.  9 

DW:  And then in your duty gun you had --  10 

MA:  Fifteen in the magazine and then one 11 

in the pipe.  12 

DW:  Okay.  Did you confirm that at all --  13 

MA:  Yeah.  14 

DW:  -- your sh- -- you did?   15 

MA:  Yeah.  I c- -- I always c- -- every 16 

time before I go 10-8, I confirm my --  17 

DW:  Okay.  18 

MA:  -- one in the pipe.   19 

DW:  We call -- I call it a press check.  20 

Is --  21 

MA:  Yeah.  22 

DW:  Is that what you did?   23 

MA:  Yeah, press check.   24 

DW:  So you did a press check to confirm 25 

there's one --  26 

MA:  Uh-huh.  27 
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DW:  -- in the pipe?  Okay.  We -- most 1 

cops do that.  2 

MA:  Right.  3 

DW:  So I get it.  So after you load your 4 

gear up in your locker, you said you head -- 5 

headed to briefing.  6 

MA:  Right.  7 

DW:  Okay.  Walk us through that.  Who was 8 

in briefing, what was discussed, things of that 9 

nature.   10 

MA:  God, the shift before us.  I -- I 11 

can't even remember at this time who was in there.  12 

Believe it was Clark's shift.  Yeah, I don't --  13 

DW:  That's okay.  How about --  14 

MA:  Clark's shift.  I think it's Heather 15 

Van -- Heather Van Hemert and Justin Cortez was on 16 

the shift.   17 

DW:  So do they -- do they provide you with 18 

any information about the -- the prior shift?   19 

MA:  Sometimes they do.  A little 20 

highlight, like highlight an incident that 21 

happened during the night or hey, we made an 22 

arrest of so-and-so.  To that effect.     23 

DW:  Okay. 24 

MA:  Yeah.  25 

DW:  To -- to your recollection, anything 26 

of note that occurred in the city of Santa    27 
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Paula --  1 

MA:  No.  2 

DW:  -- that they briefed you on?   3 

MA:  No.   4 

DW:  Okay.  So what -- what happens next?  5 

Do -- do they get -- do they get excused and go 6 

home?   7 

MA:  Yeah.  They'll get excused and then we 8 

just, we'll have briefing, we'll go over the -- 9 

we'll go over the log of the night before, 10 

highlight, I'll read it, highlight any areas of -- 11 

of interest; you know, wanted subjects, 10851's, 12 

things of that nature.  And we'll just go through 13 

stuff like that and --  14 

DW:  Okay.   15 

MA:  -- talk.   16 

DW:  What time does your briefing start?  17 

Your briefing for that Sunday that you gave?   18 

MA:  Anywhere between 5:45 and 6:00, 6:00 19 

a.m. 20 

DW:  Okay.  And did you give a briefing to 21 

your shift that day?   22 

MA:  Yes.  I was in -- I was giving a 23 

briefing.  24 

DW:  Okay.  Any --  25 

MA:  When the call came out, so --  26 

DW:  Okay.  Anything discussed at your 27 
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briefing of any significance?   1 

MA:  I think we got a call that Station 1, 2 

that you guys had a -- recovered a 10851 and it 3 

was -- there was a pursuit.  And we had just got 4 

the call at the same time of the RP reporting that 5 

their vehicle had been stolen so we were going to 6 

send an officer over there to confirm the vehicle 7 

was stolen.   8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

MA:  And assist with Station 1's call.  10 

DW:  Now, is this something you hear going 11 

on over the radio or is -- is -- how do you learn 12 

this information?   13 

MA:  Dispatch walked in and let us know, 14 

hey, this is what's going on right now.  15 

DW:  Okay.  Who was the dispatcher?   16 

MA:   .  17 

DW:   ?   18 

MA:  Yeah.   19 

DW:  Okay.  So she tells you about the 20 

10851?   21 

MA:  Uh-huh.  22 

DW:  So what's -- a report call?   23 

MA:  Yes.  24 

DW:  Right?  So, she have any other 25 

information of any other calls pending?   26 

MA:  Not at that moment, no.  27 
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DW:  Not at that moment.  Okay.  What -- at 1 

what point in your briefing did she come in with 2 

that paper call on the 10851?  Was it beginning?   3 

MA:  It's during.  4 

DW:  During your briefing?   5 

MA:  Yeah.  6 

DW:  Okay.  Anything else transpire?   7 

MA:  No.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Now, did you -- were you made 9 

aware of another call that was pending --  10 

MA:  Yeah, short --  11 

DW:  -- during this briefing?   12 

MA:  Shortly after we got the call of a man 13 

with a knife down on Ventura Street.  14 

DW:  Okay.  Same dispatcher?   15 

MA:  Yes.  16 

DW:  Came in --  17 

MA:  Yes.  18 

DW:  -- to your briefing?   19 

MA:  Yes.  20 

DW:  Okay.  Walk -- walk me through ex- -- 21 

if you -- to the best of your recollection, what 22 

she said was going on.   23 

MA:  From what I remember, she came in and 24 

said hey, we have a man with a -- we got a -- we 25 

just got a call with a man with a knife down on 26 

Ventura Street and he's acting erratic in some way 27 
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she said.  And so we were like all right.     1 

So we -- we began to get up and go get our 2 

bags and we're going to go to our cars and go to 3 

the call.  During that time, a second call came in 4 

and so I told Frank -- 'cause Frank was going to 5 

go handle that paper call, the 10851, I said 6 

Frank, hey, go -- come with us over to Ventura 7 

Street, there's a second RP for that call.   8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

MA:  So we hurried up, got in the cars and 10 

went down there.   11 

DW:  Okay.  Could you tell us any further 12 

information the dispatcher might have said about 13 

the -- the man with the knife call?  Maybe a -- a 14 

description?   15 

MA:  Yeah.  She put out a description, male 16 

with a knife, wearing a T-shirt and jeans.  17 

DW:  Okay.  Could you tell us about any 18 

information she might have provided you about the 19 

reporting party information, if there was any?   20 

MA:  I want to say she told me something 21 

about, he might have -- he might have challenged 22 

somebody with the knife that was in a car but they 23 

left the area.  But I -- I can't really remember 24 

what exactly --  25 

DW:  Okay.  26 

MA:  -- was said by her at that moment.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  Are you still in the briefing 1 

room when she's providing you with this 2 

information?   3 

MA:  The second time she -- she told me.  4 

The first time I was, the second time I was 5 

already in the hallway, like grabbing my bag and 6 

we're heading out to the parking lot to get in our 7 

cars.  8 

DW:  Okay.  So, tell me what's going 9 

through your mind.  As the -- the patrol 10 

supervisor, you -- you get this call or you hear 11 

about this call from your dispatcher and you plan 12 

on sending you and another officer.  And then you 13 

tell Officer Huerta to join you and in the call 14 

after the second R- -- report comes in.  15 

MA:  Uh-huh.  16 

DW:  What's going through your mind as a 17 

supervisor, on your decision-making to have a 18 

third officer go?   19 

MA:  Well, a lot of times when we get 20 

calls, say, like you know, shot heard in the area 21 

of wherever, one RP at this time.  So usually for 22 

the most part, not that it's not a high priority 23 

call, but for the most part it -- it turns out to 24 

be a firework or something like that.  Usually 25 

when we start getting multiple calls for 26 

something, it's -- okay, this is really happening, 27 
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you know, just through experience.      So 1 

that's why I told Frank, hey, let's go to this 2 

call.  Let's all three of us, plus there's only 3 

three of us in the whole city.  I mean, that's not 4 

too safe, but whatever.  It is what it is.   5 

DW:  Okay, okay.  Let's talk about how   6 

you -- when you -- when you leave the station to 7 

go into your unit.  Walk me through that.  8 

MA:  I got in the unit, I didn't even log 9 

in on the computer or anything.  I just got in the 10 

unit, made sure all my stuff was on and took off 11 

to the call.  12 

DW:  Can you tell us if any of the other 13 

officers were also loading up or if they were 14 

following you?   15 

MA:  After I left the parking lot, they 16 

were behind me at some point.  17 

DW:  Okay.  Could you notice that they were 18 

behind you?   19 

MA:  Yeah.  20 

DW:  Okay.  Is your car already loaded up 21 

with   your -- all your gear at this point when 22 

you're heading out?   23 

MA:  Yeah.  I threw my duty bag in the 24 

passenger seat and I left.  25 

DW:  Okay.  Is this a -- a Code 3 response 26 

or just a -- a regular non-code response to this 27 
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call?   1 

MA:  I wasn't rolling Code 3 but I was 2 

driving   fast --  3 

DW:  Okay.  4 

MA:  -- down there.  5 

DW:  Okay.  6 

MA:  Yeah.   7 

DW:  You're on -- I'm -- I'm going to 8 

assume you're familiar with the area of Santa 9 

Paula --  10 

MA:  Right.  11 

DW:  -- and -- and the location of the 12 

incident in relation to your station.  Is it a far 13 

drive --  14 

MA:  No.  15 

DW:  -- to the incident?   16 

MA:  No.   17 

DW:  Okay.  18 

MA:  Not too far.   19 

DW:  Do you recall the route you took to 20 

get there?   21 

MA:  Yes.  22 

DW:  Could you walk us through the route 23 

you took to get there?   24 

MA:  I exited our rear parking lot, I went 25 

south on Mill, west on Harvard, north on Palm, and 26 

then west on Ventura Street.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  1 

MA:  To the location.  2 

DW:  Okay.  What vehicle were you driving?   3 

MA:  A Chevy Tahoe.  4 

DW:  Okay.  Do you know the vehicle number 5 

or --  6 

MA:  421.  7 

DW:  421?  Okay.  It's an SUV?   8 

MA:  Uh-huh.  9 

DW:  Okay, all right.  As you're -- as 10 

you're driving up I guess that'd be Palm, 11 

approaching Ventura --  12 

MA:  Uh-huh.  13 

DW:  -- doesn't have to be that particular 14 

location, but while you're responding to this 15 

call, you kind of told me your thought process   16 

on -- on why you wanted to bring three units.  But 17 

what's going through your mind now as you're 18 

getting closer to the call?  What are you thinking 19 

about?   20 

MA:  I just had a feeling like this call 21 

was going to be pretty real.  And just the -- just 22 

to have a, you know, heightened awareness.  23 

DW:  Uh-huh.  24 

MA:  Like a really heightened awareness of 25 

what was going on.  26 

DW:  Can you tell us what -- why you 27 
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thought maybe that this call would be a real one?   1 

MA:  No.  I don't know, I just felt that 2 

way.  3 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Walk us through and 4 

describe for us how -- I imagine you take a left 5 

turn onto Ventura?   6 

MA:  Correct.  7 

DW:  Walk us through that.   8 

MA:  So I make a left onto Ventura Street 9 

and the call -- the location was at  East 10 

Ventura.  So that's, like the apartment's right on 11 

my left as I -- as I make a left.  And I remember 12 

looking right at the number and I looked on the 13 

driveway and this is the Lobero apartments, didn't 14 

see anyone down that driveway matching the 15 

description, didn't see anybody down the driveway.  16 

So I kept driving west to hopefully maybe go 17 

around the back side of  and check that area.    18 

So in between that time, I passed on my 19 

right the location of where I saw the suspect in 20 

that long driveway.  I don't know the address 21 

right now.  But, so I slowed down, I'm creeping, I 22 

pull up, I'm looking to my right.     23 

Then I see the suspect about halfway down 24 

the driveway.  And he's wearing a T-shirt and  25 

blue jeans and he's got a big knife in his hand.  26 

And --  27 
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DW:  At what point do you first see him?  I 1 

mean, as you're driving, do you --  2 

MA:  So I'm -- I'm --  3 

DW:  Are you --  4 

MA:  I'm driving up, creeping past that 5 

driveway.  6 

DW:  Uh-huh.  7 

MA:  And I'm looking to my right and I see 8 

him immediately as I make view into that driveway.  9 

I see him about halfway down the driveway.  10 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Are your windows up 11 

at this point in your patrol car?   12 

MA:  Yes.  13 

DW:  It's daylight or is it --  14 

MA:  It was daylight.   15 

DW:  Okay.   16 

MA:  Yeah.  17 

DW:  Did you, in your mind, do you -- were 18 

you thinking that's the guy associated with the 19 

call?   20 

MA:  Oh, yeah.  21 

DW:  Okay.  And describe again what he was 22 

doing.  You described it as -- his clothing, but 23 

what was he doing?   24 

MA:  He was walking from east to west in 25 

that driveway and then he -- he turned and looked 26 

right at me.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  Okay.   1 

MA:  And right when he looked right at me, 2 

he started running towards me.  3 

DW:  Okay.  4 

MA:  So --  5 

DW:  Are you still in your police car when 6 

you're making these observations?   7 

MA:  Yes.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Describe for me what you see in 9 

his hand again.  10 

MA:  A big knife.  11 

DW:  Okay.  12 

MA:  Big blade on it.   13 

DW:  Can you --  14 

MA:  And I remember thinking that's a big 15 

knife.   16 

DW:  Okay.  What hand was he holding in, do 17 

you recall?   18 

MA:  His right.  19 

DW:  His right hand?   20 

MA:  And he had it kind of holding out, 21 

kind of out in front like this when he was 22 

walking.  You know?   23 

DW:  Uh-huh.  So you just said you  24 

remember --  25 

MA:  With the blade -- with the blade down.  26 

DW:  With the blade down?   27 
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MA:  Yeah.  So he's holding the handle and 1 

the blade's coming down underneath the --  2 

DW:  Okay.  Does he -- did he say anything 3 

at this point?   4 

MA:  I didn't hear him say anything.  5 

DW:  Okay.  So you pull up, you look down 6 

the driveway, you see the suspect with a knife?   7 

MA:  Right.  8 

DW:  You already described what he's 9 

wearing.  Do you stop your car at this point?   10 

MA:  I -- once he started running towards 11 

me, I stopped my car.  12 

DW:  Okay.  Let's back up before he starts 13 

running.  Let's go to this time you first see him 14 

and you realize he has a knife in his hand.  15 

What's going through your mind right now?   16 

MA:  That's a big knife.  17 

DW:  Okay.  18 

MA:  Like --  19 

DW:  Okay.  20 

MA:  Yeah.   21 

DW:  Anything else you're considering?   22 

MA:  No, not at that moment.  23 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  So you're still 24 

sitting in your car, you're looking to your right?   25 

MA:  Right.  26 

DW:  You see him?   27 
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MA:  Uh-huh.  1 

DW:  And you see him start running toward 2 

you?   3 

MA:  Right.  4 

DW:  What do you do next?   5 

MA:  I put my car in park, I get out of my 6 

vehicle, I unholster my weapon, and I come around 7 

the back side of the Tahoe.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Is your weapon just unholstered 9 

or do you remove your weapon?   10 

MA:  No.  I mean, I remove my weapon.  11 

DW:  Okay.  12 

MA:  It's in my hand.  13 

DW:  Okay.  You removed your weapon --  14 

MA:  Yeah.  15 

DW:  -- from its holster?   16 

MA:  I got out of my vehicle and removed my 17 

weapon and I'm walking towards the back of my 18 

vehicle.   19 

DW:  Okay.  20 

MA:  Quickly.   21 

DW:  While you're doing -- while you're 22 

making these movements, can you see him?   23 

MA:  No.  24 

DW:  Through -- through your window?   25 

MA:  No.   26 

DW:  No.  27 
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MA:  That's why I quickly went to the back 1 

of my car.  2 

DW:  Okay, all right.  And you're at the 3 

back of your car --  4 

MA:  Uh-huh.  5 

DW:  -- with your gun drawn?   6 

MA:  Right.  7 

DW:  Walk me through what you do then.  8 

MA:  So I come around the back side of my 9 

car, I look up and he's in a full sprint, coming 10 

straight for me.  And he's in a sprint and he's 11 

got that knife over his head and he's running with 12 

it like that right at me.   13 

DW:  Okay.  So since we're recording with 14 

just a digital --  15 

MA:  Right.  16 

DW:  -- people that listen to this won't be 17 

able   to --  18 

MA:  Okay.  19 

DW:  We'll slow -- that's okay, no.  I 20 

could see exactly what you're saying --  21 

MA:  Yeah.  22 

DW:  -- 'cause I'm here with you.  But 23 

you're describing, he's holding the knife with his 24 

right hand.  25 

MA:  Yeah.  26 

DW:  Holding his -- like with a fist around 27 
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the handle?   1 

MA:  Correct.  2 

DW:  You're saying?  With the blade coming 3 

out?   4 

MA:  Yes.  5 

DW:  Toward you, your direction?   6 

MA:  Yes.  7 

DW:  He's holding it, where, about head 8 

level?  Could you ball- --  9 

MA:  Yeah.  10 

DW:  Is that about right?   11 

MA:  Yeah.  12 

DW:  Okay.  And -- and he's running?   13 

MA:  Right.  14 

DW:  Okay.  You see anything in his -- his 15 

other hand?   16 

MA:  No.  17 

DW:  His left hand?   18 

MA:  No.  19 

DW:  Okay.  And -- and the speed in which 20 

he was running, in your opinion?   21 

MA:  In my -- in my opinion, he was in a -- 22 

his full sprint.  23 

DW:  Okay.  And I know you said he was 24 

about midway up the driveway.   25 

MA:  Right.  26 

DW:  And I'm familiar with the driveway.  27 
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And you know what, just to help illustrate, we -- 1 

we have a aerial photo, which was taken the day of 2 

the incident.  So the patrol cars are -- are here.  3 

This was a still shot from one of our drone 4 

flyovers we did.  And is this familiar, look -- 5 

does this location look familiar to you?   6 

MA:  Yes.  7 

DW:  Okay.  This street right here, do you 8 

know what street that is?   9 

MA:  Ventura Street.  10 

DW:  Okay.  And this driveway, slash, 11 

roadway, is this what you're referring to when you 12 

say you first see the suspect?   13 

MA:  Correct.  14 

DW:  Okay.  It -- would you be comfortable 15 

putting a mark on this piece of paper to kind of 16 

pinpoint for us where he was when you first saw 17 

him, when you first made your observation of him?   18 

MA:  Sure.  19 

DW:  Okay.  And this is just an 20 

approximation, okay?  Okay.  For the recording, he 21 

drew an "X" in -- on the (INAUDIBLE). 22 

MA:  Yeah, somewhere approximately in that 23 

area.  24 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Okay.  So -- so he's 25 

running at you from -- starting from this point 26 

here?   27 
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MA:  Uh-huh.  1 

DW:  Okay.  That's where you first see him, 2 

right?  3 

MA:  Right.  4 

DW:  Now, when you get out of your car, you 5 

describe that you go around to the back side of 6 

your Tahoe with your gun drawn.  7 

MA:  Right.  8 

DW:  And you lost sight of him momentarily.  9 

MA:  Correct.  10 

DW:  When you regain sight of him, where is 11 

he now?   12 

MA:  He was in a full sprint coming towards 13 

me.   14 

DW:  Right.  I guess what I'm getting at, 15 

was did he -- did he cover some ground during that 16 

time you put your car in park and got out?   17 

MA:  Oh, yeah.  18 

DW:  Had he gained ground on you?   19 

MA:  Yeah.  I would say he was -- he was 20 

approximately fifteen to twenty feet from me.  21 

DW:  Oh, okay.  Could you, again with the 22 

marker, and this is to denote where about he was 23 

when you had your second visual of him when you 24 

get out of the car with your gun dra- --  25 

MA:  Uh-huh.  26 

DW:  Out.  And -- and you see him after 27 
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you're losing sight of him.  So if you wouldn't 1 

mind.   2 

MA:  He was somewhere -- he was somewhere 3 

right here.  4 

DW:  Okay.  So you -- you see him here, you 5 

get out of your car, you reestablish your visual 6 

sight of him when he's about here?   7 

MA:  Right.  8 

DW:  Okay, all right.  What's going through 9 

your mind right now?   10 

MA:  I was like, man, this guy's coming to 11 

kill me.  He had that knife over his head, you 12 

know?  So I started shouting at him, drop the 13 

knife, drop the knife.  And --  14 

DW:  Did --  15 

MA:  -- he didn't comply.  16 

DW:  Okay.  Did -- did he say anything?   17 

MA:  He said nothing.  18 

DW:  Nothing?  Did he make any sounds or 19 

noises or --  20 

MA:  No.  21 

DW:  -- anything?  Okay.  Your commands to 22 

drop the knife, do you recall -- I -- how many 23 

times you might have said it, do you recall?   24 

MA:  Two to three times.  25 

DW:  Two to three times?   26 

MA:  Yeah.  27 
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DW:  In English or Spanish?   1 

MA:  English.  2 

DW:  Okay.  And did it appear to you that 3 

he was responding to those commands at all?   4 

MA:  He didn't re- -- he didn't comply with 5 

my orders.  6 

DW:  Okay, all right.  So are you -- if you 7 

are -- at what point do you start pointing your 8 

gun at him?  Can you walk us through that?  So you 9 

come to the back of the Tahoe, you --  10 

MA:  I come to the back of the Tahoe, I 11 

look up at -- it's kind of the same time as I came 12 

around.  I mean, I was looking at him at the same 13 

time, see him running around as I'm -- as I'm 14 

pointing my gun at him.   15 

DW:  Okay.  So you -- you have -- he -- are 16 

you -- are you on sight with him with your gun?   17 

MA:  Yes.  18 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  What -- what 19 

happens then?   20 

MA:  He didn't comply with my orders and I 21 

began to fire my weapon at him.  22 

DW:  Okay.  As you're firing or right 23 

before you make the decision to fire, what -- 24 

what's going on in your head right now?   25 

MA:  He's going to try to kill me with that 26 

knife.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  1 

MA:  Yeah.  He had no -- he had no 2 

deviation of where he was come -- going.  He was 3 

going straight for me.  Yeah.  4 

DW:  Were there any officers there at this 5 

moment in time?   6 

MA:  Well, when I got out of my vehicle, I 7 

noticed, I believe it was Coffelt's car pulling 8 

up, but after I -- I looked up to the driveway, I 9 

don't know where anybody was at.  10 

DW:  Okay.  Let's back up a little bit.  11 

Where -- before you're firing and you see him 12 

running at you with the knife up and you're at the 13 

back of the Tahoe with a visual on him, is Coffelt 14 

there at that point, do you recall?   15 

MA:  All I remember is -- is the vehicle 16 

pulling up as I was getting out of the -- as I was 17 

getting out of my Tahoe and I'm, you know, facing 18 

east.  19 

DW:  Yeah.  20 

MA:  I see the vehicle pulling up.   21 

DW:  Coffelt's patrol vehicle?   22 

MA:  Yeah.  23 

DW:  Okay.   24 

MA:  And then I turned from him and I 25 

looked up the driveway.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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MA:  Yeah.  1 

DW:  And then your focus was?   2 

MA:  Right.  I don't know.  Yeah, after 3 

that, I don't know where he was or what was going 4 

on.  5 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Do you recall how 6 

many rounds you fired?   7 

MA:  Yeah, six.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Were they in succession or were 9 

they -- was there a break in the action?  Was 10 

there a -- a pause or --  11 

MA:  There -- it was a succession.   12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

MA:  Yeah.  14 

DW:  So one, two, three, four, five, six, 15 

in order like that?   16 

MA:  Yeah.  'Cause he was -- he was closing 17 

on me quick.   18 

DW:  Okay.  19 

MA:  And so I fired until he hit the deck 20 

and the threat was over.   21 

DW:  Okay.  22 

MA:  And that's when I stopped firing.  23 

DW:  Okay.  Now, we're -- you explained for 24 

us earlier when I asked you and what's going 25 

through your mind?  You're like this guy's going 26 

to kill me with the knife.   27 
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MA:  Yeah.  1 

DW:  So I'm going to -- I have to ask, your 2 

decision to fire was because --  3 

MA:  I was in a lethal situation.  4 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.  When you first started 5 

firing, do you recall approximately how far the 6 

suspect was from you when you first started    7 

your -- your -- your first round came out of your 8 

gun?  Do you recall?   9 

MA:  A car length, fifteen to twenty feet.   10 

DW:  Okay.  11 

MA:  Yeah.   12 

DW:  Okay.  Well, let me ask you this and I 13 

know this is just approximations, but so you have 14 

him here where you first see him --  15 

MA:  Right.  16 

DW:  -- on the driveway.  You lose sight of 17 

him as you're getting out of your car and 18 

retrieving your gun from its holster.  19 

MA:  Right.  20 

DW:  You regain sight of him, he's about 21 

here.  22 

MA:  Okay.  23 

DW:  And he's at a sprint toward you.  24 

MA:  Yeah.  25 

DW:  Okay.  And then there's a sidewalk 26 

here and then the -- the roadway, the asphalt.  27 
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MA:  Uh-huh.   1 

DW:  Ab- -- do you think he was still on 2 

the concrete here or the driveway, do you think he 3 

was on the sidewalk, or do you think he was 4 

already in the -- in the asphalt here of the road 5 

when you -- when you first began firing?   6 

MA:  He was on the -- the -- he was near 7 

the -- he was on the driveway near the sidewalk.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Want to just, if you wouldn't 9 

mind, putting an "X" for me where you think he 10 

might have been when you first started firing?  11 

Okay.  All right, thank you very much.  Okay.  You 12 

start -- you start firing, you say you fired six 13 

rounds?   14 

MA:  Uh-huh.  15 

DW:  Do you recall specifically?   16 

MA:  At the time I didn't.  17 

DW:  Okay.  18 

MA:  But I remember the sound and then 19 

obviously it was later confirmed when I -- when we 20 

went through the whole process with the 21 

department.  22 

DW:  Right.  23 

MA:  But I remember, I remember in my head 24 

like later, I was like yeah, that was six -- that 25 

was six bangs.   26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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MA:  You know?   1 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what area were you 2 

shooting for?   3 

MA:  Center mass.  4 

DW:  Center mass, okay.  So you had your 5 

target?   6 

MA:  Right.  7 

DW:  Were you thinking about your backdrop 8 

or anything like that while you were shooting?   9 

MA:  No.   10 

DW:  Okay.  You -- you're familiar with the 11 

area though?   12 

MA:  Right.   13 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  When you -- when 14 

you start shooting, do you see that your rounds 15 

are hitting?   16 

MA:  I saw -- I might have saw two hit, 17 

maybe three.  But he was -- he was -- you know, 18 

but he was in a sprint so he's going up and down.  19 

And I just -- I was just firing until he stopped 20 

and he once he fell, that's when I stopped.  You 21 

know?   22 

DW:  Okay.  23 

MA:  So --  24 

DW:  Okay.  This -- this overhead photo is 25 

pretty high off the ground so we'll grab -- this 26 

one's a little closer to the ground.     27 
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 So, and Mr. Dawson, take a look at that 1 

too.   2 

         So --  3 

MA:  Yeah, I mean, you can see, he made it 4 

all the way to behind my car.   5 

DW:  Okay.  So, that's -- this is what I 6 

wanted to -- to show you.  So you start shooting, 7 

you see at least, did you say two rounds at least, 8 

impact his body?   9 

MA:  Yeah.  10 

DW:  Okay.  Well, what -- what did he do 11 

once -- once you shot at him, did you see him 12 

react to -- to being shot?   13 

MA:  I -- it seemed like -- it seemed like 14 

I immediately saw blood, you know, for whatever 15 

reason.  But --  16 

DW:  Where was that?   17 

MA:  In his chest area.  18 

DW:  Okay.  On the -- and then -- and just 19 

to confirm, that -- that two rounds that you were 20 

pretty confident hit him --  21 

MA:  Uh-huh.  22 

DW:  -- was that in the chest area?   23 

MA:  Yes.  24 

DW:  It was?  Okay.  Okay.  So you said 25 

that you stopped firing when -- let's back up.  26 

You're shooting at -- at him, you were -- and he's 27 
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running at you, and does he fall at a certain 1 

point?   2 

MA:  Yes.  3 

DW:  Can you describe for us how that -- 4 

your -- your recollection of how that happened?   5 

MA:  He -- he made it through somewhere 6 

around this point and he -- he fell headfirst.  7 

DW:  Okay.  For the audio recording,  8 

you're -- you're -- when you say somewhere around 9 

this point, you're pointing to the area of the 10 

roadway.  11 

MA:  Right.  12 

DW:  If you wouldn't mind, putting an "X" 13 

on the photo where you think where he fell.  14 

MA:  Where he began to fall?   15 

DW:  Where he began to fall, yeah.  Okay.  16 

Could you describe for us in your words because, 17 

you know, you were there and you lived it --  18 

MA:  Uh-huh.  19 

DW:  -- and -- and I can go and look at a 20 

scene, but people fall different ways, you know 21 

what I'm saying?  Some people fall and they try to 22 

brace their fall, they put their hands out, some 23 

people go face first.  Can you kind of just walk 24 

us through how he went down?   25 

MA:  He -- it just looked like -- it just 26 

looked like his legs buckled and he just went 27 
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headfirst into the payment and just stopped.   1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

MA:  You know?   3 

DW:  What --  4 

MA:  So --  5 

DW:  What were his arms doing?   6 

MA:  His -- his arms were up.  I mean,   7 

his -- he still had that knife up -- 8 

DW:  Uh-huh.  9 

MA:  -- into that area and he just fell 10 

forward.  And when he -- when he ended up falling 11 

forward, he fell forward with his arm out and let 12 

go of the knife and the knife was right -- right 13 

by his hand.  14 

DW:  Okay.  As he's hitting the ground, 15 

what -- what's going through your mind at this 16 

point?   17 

MA:  Well, I'm -- I'm backing up obviously.  18 

Well, you know, I'm backing up because he's 19 

getting close while I'm firing.  And I was just 20 

like cool, I hit him, threat's over, done.  I was 21 

like, you know --  22 

DW:  Thank -- and thank you for bringing --  23 

MA:  It happened quick, yeah.  So I was -- 24 

I was like cool, it's done.  25 

DW:  Thank you for bringing that up 'cause 26 

I was just going ask.  My next question was going 27 
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to be, were you -- did -- did you remain at the 1 

back of your Tahoe, did you move and if so, could 2 

you maybe make an "X" where you started and an "X" 3 

where you ended and connect them with a line in 4 

between in the two.   5 

MA:  Okay.  6 

DW:  If you were -- if you were in fact 7 

moving and if you weren't, that's fine.  So --  8 

MA:  I started -- well, see, this is with 9 

the -- with the tailgate up.  But I started right 10 

here because I was using the back of that Tahoe as 11 

that's my cover.   12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

MA:  So I'm behind my cover.  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

MA:  Where if I had to go left for whatever 16 

reason.  17 

DW:  Uh-huh.  18 

MA:  So he's -- he's closing in, I'm giving 19 

him the commands, drop the knife, drop the knife, 20 

you know, drop the knife, and I'm still letting 21 

him run at me and he's getting close.  It comes to 22 

the point where I'm like this is it, I -- I got to 23 

shoot him.  I start firing at him and -- and in 24 

between I'm firing at him, I'm backing up.  I 25 

started backing up, you know, on the move.  26 

DW:  Uh-huh.  27 
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MA:  And, 'cause he's frickin' closing 1 

quick.  And then once he hit the deck, I just 2 

covered, Frank came up, John came up, everyone's 3 

good.  John was like hey, I'm going to kick that 4 

knife.   5 

DW:  Hold -- hold on a sec.  We're going to 6 

get to that --  7 

MA:  Okay.  8 

DW:  -- in -- in a second.  So, you have -- 9 

you have an "X" here where you started your 10 

shooting.  11 

MA:  Right.  12 

DW:  And then put another "X" where you 13 

ended up with -- if you went to any movement; 14 

whether it's back or to the side or --  15 

MA:  Uh-huh.  I -- I was somewhere, I was 16 

just somewhere in this area here.   17 

DW:  Okay.  And maybe just a line 18 

connecting the two and -- and I'll know what that 19 

denotes.  Thank you.   20 

MA:  Just approximate.  I don't know where 21 

I exactly stopped or --  22 

DW:  Okay.  So -- so when you're done, 23 

you're no more -- you're not firing anymore and 24 

you're here approximately?   25 

MA:  Yes.  26 

DW:  Is that correct?  Okay.  Suspect's 27 
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right here.  Did he move anymore?   1 

MA:  No.  2 

DW:  Okay.  After he went down, did he do 3 

any moving?   4 

MA:  No.   5 

DW:  And you said the knife, he let go of 6 

the knife when he fell?   7 

MA:  Yes.  8 

DW:  But how far away was it from his hand?   9 

MA:  Inches.  10 

DW:  Inches.  Did it appear to you that he 11 

was making any movements after he went down to 12 

either retrieve the knife or -- or anything else?   13 

MA:  No.   14 

DW:  No?   15 

MA:  No.   16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

MA:  He stopped moving.  18 

DW:  Okay.  Could you -- did he say 19 

anything?   20 

MA:  It was pretty -- the knife was pretty 21 

close to his hand.  I mean, from what I remember, 22 

it was -- I mean, it was like right next to it.  23 

DW:  Okay.  Inches?   24 

MA:  Yeah, I guess.  I think I just said 25 

that.   26 

DW:  Okay.  Fair.  Well, does it -- does 27 
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this suspect say anything at all?  Did you 1 

remember him say --  2 

MA:  Said nothing.   3 

DW:  The whole incident, never a word?   4 

MA:  Never a word.   5 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  So he's on the 6 

ground, knife's within inches of his hand.  He's 7 

not saying anything.  Is he moving at all?   8 

MA:  No.  9 

DW:  And what are you doing?   10 

MA:  I'm -- I'm still holding him with my 11 

weapon --  12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

MA:  -- pointed at him.  14 

DW:  Okay.  From this position right here 15 

where this "X" is?   16 

MA:  Correct.  17 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what happens then?   18 

MA:  I got on the radio and started shots 19 

fired, shots fired.  Dispatch, you know, EMS, AMR 20 

to our scene.  And then there was a pause there 21 

while I think John kicked the knife out of his 22 

hand into this area.  And then I got back on the 23 

radio again, I let dispatch know that subject was 24 

down, officers are Code 4 and we're okay.   25 

DW:  Okay.  So you -- earlier you mentioned 26 

as you're getting out of your car, you make a 27 
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visual observation of Coffelt pulling up his car 1 

and bringing it to a stop.  2 

MA:  Yes.  3 

DW:  So you know, so you're aware of he -- 4 

he's there.  But you're focusing on the suspect.  5 

Earlier you mentioned that, I'm not putting words 6 

in your mouth, that's what you said.  So, but now, 7 

the shooting's already occurred, he's down.  Walk 8 

me through either anything you said to Coffelt or 9 

anything you saw him do and just kind of slowly go 10 

through that, if you remember.  11 

MA:  All I remember is, and -- is Coffelt 12 

saying I'm going to kick the knife out of his 13 

hands.  Once we were like -- we looked and he -- 14 

the guy wasn't moving anymore and -- and then 15 

that's what he did.   16 

DW:  Okay.  But --  17 

MA:  And then -- okay.   18 

DW:  Well, the knife wasn't in his hand, it 19 

was near his hand then when he kicked it?   20 

MA:  Yes.   21 

DW:  Okay.  22 

MA:  But I -- but what Coffelt said is I'm 23 

going to kick the knife out of his hand.  24 

DW:  Got it.  Understand.  Okay.  And he 25 

did as much?   26 

MA:  Yes.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  Did you see where the knife 1 

ended up after he kicked it?   2 

MA:  Yeah.  Behind the right rear tire, 3 

somewhere over here.   4 

DW:  Yeah.  In fact, yeah, that's it in the 5 

photo.  You can see it plain as day.   6 

MA:  Yeah, that's it.  7 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Now, after he 8 

kicked the knife, what -- what's going through 9 

your -- what's going through your mind?  What are 10 

some of your considerations, what are you thinking 11 

about?   12 

MA:  I was just like thinking -- no, I was 13 

thinking okay, we got a scene here, what are we 14 

going to do?  But then Frank went in to handcuff 15 

the suspect.  So he handcuffed him and then after 16 

that, I don't know how many seconds went by, but 17 

then we started re- -- we -- we went in or 18 

(INAUDIBLE) start rendering aid to the suspect 19 

once he wasn't moving anymore or anything.  I went 20 

in, I patted him down for any more weapons, and I 21 

unhandcuffed him and then I went and got my 22 

medical bag and got some gauze out and handed them 23 

to Huerta and he started putting pressure on his 24 

wounds.   25 

DW:  Okay.   26 

MA:  I mean, and then I put on pressure on 27 
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one of his -- I think there was a -- might have 1 

been a stomach wound.  I did for a while and   2 

then --  3 

DW:  Okay.  4 

MA:  -- finally fire got there, the EMS.  5 

DW:  Okay.  I'm just going to back up a 6 

little bit and slow it down just a hair on -- on 7 

Frank --  8 

MA:  Uh-huh.  9 

DW:  -- Huerta coming into the picture.  10 

And, 'cause you mentioned he handcuffed him.  Did 11 

-- did you say anything to Officer Huerta as he 12 

approached or did he say anything to you?  Do you 13 

recall any conversation?   14 

MA:  I think he just -- I think he said 15 

hey, let's start rendering aid to the guy.  16 

DW:  Okay.  And then you mentioned that 17 

Officer Huerta handcuffed him.  18 

MA:  Yeah.  19 

DW:  Did -- did the suspect make any 20 

movements when he was handcuffing -- handcuffing 21 

him?   22 

MA:  No.  23 

DW:  Okay.  After Officer Huerta handcuffed 24 

him, what did Officer Huerta do then?   25 

MA:  I don't know.   26 

DW:  Okay.  Well, you mention that you guys 27 
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start rendering aid.  1 

MA:  Yeah.  2 

DW:  How did that -- how did that process 3 

take place and --  4 

MA:  Well, like I said, there was a pause 5 

of I don't know how many seconds and then we said 6 

okay, well, just  start -- let's -- I think he 7 

said let's start rendering aid to the guy.  So I 8 

patted him down real quick while he was handcuffed 9 

for any more weapons.  Then I unhandcuffed him and 10 

rolled him over and we started rendering aid.   11 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Walk me through  12 

the -- the aid that was rendered to the guy.  13 

MA:  Just pressure on his chest wounds from 14 

the bullets.  15 

DW:  Who was doing that?   16 

MA:  Frank and then I put some pressure a 17 

little bit onto, I believe there was a wound maybe 18 

on his lower abdomen area, somewhere around here.  19 

And then that was it and then EMS got there.   20 

DW:  Okay.   21 

MA:  From what I recall.   22 

DW:  All right.  We found a -- a 23 

pocketknife at the scene.   24 

MA:  Uh-huh.  25 

DW:  That -- do you know anything about 26 

that?   27 
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MA:  Yeah, that's Frank's.  1 

DW:  Can -- can you walk us through what -- 2 

how that was used in the scene?   3 

MA:  Frank used it to cut the guy's shirt I 4 

believe.   5 

DW:  Okay.   6 

MA:  So we can get to his chest.   7 

DW:  Okay.   8 

MA:  And then I left my handcuff key there.  9 

DW:  Okay.  10 

MA:  'Cause they were all bloody.  11 

DW:  I saw -- I saw it at the scene.   12 

MA:  So --  13 

DW:  Okay.  When -- so who exposed his 14 

chest by pulling his shirt up?   15 

MA:  Frank.  16 

DW:  Were you there --  17 

MA:  Yeah, I was there.  18 

DW:  -- when he did that?  Did you --   19 

what -- what kind of injuries did you see to the 20 

suspect?   21 

MA:  I -- I only -- I could really only  22 

see -- I could -- he was covered in -- he was just 23 

covered in blood.  And I could really just see an 24 

entry wound that looked like on his stomach area.  25 

And yeah, I didn't -- I couldn't physically see 26 

entry wounds on his chest.  27 
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DW:  Yeah.  1 

MA:  There was -- there was too much blood.   2 

DW:  Okay.  Did he appear to be breathing 3 

to you?   4 

MA:  No.  5 

DW:  He didn't?   6 

MA:  No.  7 

DW:  Okay.  Did he appear deceased to you?   8 

MA:  Yes.  9 

DW:  Okay.  Immediately upon rolling him 10 

over or after, did some time elapse before you had 11 

that thought that he was deceased?   12 

MA:  Well, I -- I believed he was deceased 13 

right af- -- right -- right when he hit the deck, 14 

right after he hit deck 'cause he wasn't moving 15 

anymore.  But --  16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

MA:  But I'm not a doctor so I don't know.  18 

So I went in and we went in and tried to render 19 

aid.   20 

DW:  Okay.  Just a small housekeeping item 21 

back after the -- the shooting.  Did you do a tac 22 

load or anything?  Or any --  23 

MA:  No.  24 

DW:  -- type of reload or speed load?   25 

MA:  No.  26 

DW:  After you were done firing?   27 
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MA:  No.  1 

DW:  At what points did -- at what point 2 

did you holster your gun, do you recall that?   3 

MA:  After he was handcuffed.  4 

DW:  Okay.  And does your Glock require a 5 

decock of any kind or --  6 

MA:  No.  7 

DW:  No?  You just holster?   8 

MA:  Uh-huh.  9 

DW:  Okay.  I'm not very familiar with 10 

Glocks.  We carry Sigs.  So, all right.  Okay.   11 

So -- so no -- no ammunition change, you holster 12 

up right as he's being handcuffed.  And what -- so 13 

after the -- the first aid's going on, you know --  14 

MA:  Uh-huh.  15 

DW:  -- and you -- you have the mind -- you 16 

already told me, you -- you have the belief he's 17 

deceased?   18 

MA:  Right.  19 

DW:  What's going -- now what's going on 20 

through your mind?  What are you thinking?   21 

MA:  Well, now I'm the watch commander, 22 

now's the aftermath.  Let's get this place secure 23 

and shut it -- everything down and I need -- I was 24 

looking down the street at Palm.  I'm like, man, I 25 

wish I had a couple of units right now.  So I 26 

called dispatch.  I said hey, can you see if 27 
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Station 1 could send one, maybe two units?  And 1 

thankfully, you guys sent six, which was like 2 

awesome.  And that's where my mindset was now.  3 

Okay, that's over.  Let's get the scene secure.  4 

We'll notify everyone that we needed to notify 5 

and, you know, lock it down.   6 

DW:  Okay.   7 

MA:  Get people out of here, keep people 8 

out of   the area as much as we can 'cause there's 9 

only three of us.  So --  10 

DW:  Yeah.  Okay.  No, I -- I get it.  11 

You're -- you've just been involved in this 12 

incident and you're also the -- the --  13 

MA:  Yeah.   14 

DW:  For a time -- for a period of time, 15 

you're the incident commander.   16 

MA:  Totally.  Yeah, exactly.  17 

DW:  So is there ever a point in time   18 

when -- when that, those responsibilities were 19 

relieved of you and -- and I guess what I'm asking 20 

at is you’re, emotionally, what was going on 21 

through your head?  And at that -- at any point 22 

could you kind of express that to -- to us so we 23 

know what was -- what was going on through your 24 

head after being involved in this?   25 

MA:  Well --  26 

AD:  Express what?   27 
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DW:  Well, I mean, what was going -- what 1 

was going through your head?  Did you ever -- were 2 

you ever able to relinquish your incident 3 

commander and think about what just occurred?   4 

MA:  No.  I was just doing the job at hand.  5 

DW:  Okay.  6 

MA:  What I was trained to do.  7 

DW:  Okay, understood.  After he's 8 

handcuffed and first aid's rendered, what happens 9 

next?  Who re- -- who requests the medics?   10 

MA:  I did.  11 

DW:  You did, on the radio?  12 

MA:  I requested right away after I -- when 13 

I first put out shots fired, right after I put out 14 

shots fired, I  had -- I requested medics.  15 

DW:  Okay.  Thank you for explaining that.  16 

MA:  Right away.  17 

DW:  Okay.  And at -- at some point they 18 

show up?   19 

MA:  Yes.  20 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what's occurring at the 21 

time they show up?  Is first aid still being 22 

rendered by Huerta?   23 

MA:  Once they showed up?   24 

DW:  Yeah.  25 

MA:  They took over.   26 

DW:  Okay.  So they’re- -- relieved him?   27 
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MA:  To my knowledge, yeah.  1 

DW:  Okay, okay.  Where -- where are you 2 

when that's occurring?  When the medics are 3 

showing up and tending to the suspect?   4 

MA:  I think I went and grabbed some tape 5 

and I'm walking down to Palm Street and trying to 6 

tape off Palm Street so no cars would come in.  7 

And --  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

MA:  -- I'm telling you, we're just trying 10 

to get this scene secure.   11 

DW:  Okay.  Did you have any conversations 12 

with either Huerta or Coffelt at the scene about 13 

what had happened?  And do you recall any 14 

conversations you had with them?   15 

MA:  At the scene, yeah.  Kind of just, I 16 

remember just making some statements to them about 17 

what had happened.  And then, you know, what we 18 

got to do.   19 

DW:  Okay.  Do you recall what -- what 20 

specifically you might have said?   21 

MA:  No.  22 

DW:  Okay.  So earlier you mention that the 23 

Sheriff's Office sent a bunch of units.   24 

MA:  Yeah.  25 

DW:  Six, I believe.   26 

MA:  Uh-huh.  27 
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DW:  Any of those supervisors, any 1 

sergeants show up?   2 

MA:  Yeah.  Sergeant Aguilar showed up and 3 

Sergeant Sparks.   4 

DW:  Did they show up at the same time?   5 

MA:  I think so.  6 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what happened then?  7 

Did -- were you asked any questions?  Did you give 8 

any responses?  Did you --  9 

MA:  Sergeant Aguilar was like hey, Matt, 10 

what's up?  What do we got going on?  I told him, 11 

you know.  I let him know like kind of what had 12 

happened real quick just so, you know, where 13 

evidence is at and we still need to get certain 14 

things taped up and get it secured.  15 

DW:  When you say you let him know what 16 

happened, specifically what do you --  17 

MA:  I let him know that, you know, we  18 

were -- I was in a shooting, I was the shooter, 19 

and I let him know where the suspect had come from 20 

and where the shots had gone.   21 

DW:  Okay.  22 

MA:  And just to kind of let him know 23 

that's the -- that's the -- that's the scene right 24 

there.  25 

DW:  Okay.  26 

MA:  And I let them know there was blood up 27 
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and down the sidewalks.  And he was kind of like 1 

all right, you know, just chill out.  We'll take 2 

over.   3 

DW:  Okay.  4 

MA:  But I was still like hey, this is 5 

what's going on.  You know, just kind of let him 6 

know.  So, and then finally we -- finally we -- I 7 

stopped and my commander got there and then --  8 

DW:  Who's your commander?   9 

MA:  Cordero.  10 

DW:  Cordero?   11 

MA:  Yeah.  12 

DW:  Okay.  Any other exchange between   13 

you and Sergeant Aguilar?  I -- I get it, he gave 14 

you -- he asked you the basic safety --  15 

MA:  Yeah.  16 

DW:  -- question -- public safety 17 

questions?   18 

MA:  Yeah.  Basic safety stuff, from what I 19 

recall.  And I let him know.  20 

DW:  Okay.  Now, you -- you guys have a 21 

Body-Worn Camera system on your department, right?  22 

MA:  Yes.   23 

DW:  Did -- did you have one on that day?   24 

MA:  Yes.   25 

DW:  Okay.  26 

MA:  Yeah.   27 
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DW:  Did you -- as I understand it, they're 1 

assigned to each individual officer.  You don't 2 

share them or do you share them?   3 

MA:  I share one 'cause mine's -- mine's 4 

gone, I don't know what happened to it.   5 

DW:  Okay.  6 

MA:  A long time ago, so --  7 

DW:  Got lost?   8 

MA:  Yeah.   9 

DW:  Okay.  So that morning, tell -- tell 10 

us through the process of how you acquired one and 11 

how you set it up.   12 

MA:  I just -- just during briefing, before 13 

you go into briefing, you just go into our records 14 

office and grab a camera.   15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

MA:  And put it on.  Put it on your 17 

uniform.  18 

DW:  Okay.  19 

MA:  You know?   20 

DW:  Is it maintained in an area where it's 21 

kept -- got a full charge and all that stuff?   22 

MA:  Yes.  23 

DW:  Okay.  Is that the area where you 24 

retrieved it from?   25 

MA:  It should be.  It should have a full 26 

charge.  There's a lot of malfunction with those 27 
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cameras.  1 

DW:  Okay.  You -- are you -- do you -- 2 

have you received training in how to use the 3 

camera to some degree?   4 

MA:  To some degree.   5 

DW:  Okay.  Did you turn the camera on?  I 6 

don't know how your camera system works so on 7 

could mean two different things; on can be on 8 

standby mode or on can mean it's recording.  Do 9 

you -- does it have to be like how --  10 

MA:  It's just, it's on or off.   11 

DW:  It's on or off?   12 

MA:  It's -- yeah.   13 

DW:  Okay.  Is there like a way to test it 14 

at the beginning of the shift to see if it's 15 

working or that it has a full battery or any of 16 

that?   17 

MA:  No.  18 

DW:  There's no way to do that?   19 

MA:  No.  I just believe there's a light 20 

on, a red light goes on I think if it has no 21 

battery.  22 

DW:  Okay.  23 

MA:  But then again, I think there's a red 24 

light that's almost -- I don't know.   25 

DW:  What about if it -- if you turn it on 26 

to record it, does it do anything to prompt a --  27 
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MA:  Oh, it vibrates like a -- like a 1 

little pager, it vibrates.  2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

MA:  You know?   4 

DW:  Okay.  Did you ac- -- happen to 5 

activate the camera at -- at all, at any point 6 

during the incident?   7 

MA:  Yeah.  I thought I activated it when I 8 

was turning onto Ventura Street.   9 

DW:  Okay.  10 

MA:  When we first went 10-97.  11 

DW:  Okay.  12 

MA:  Yeah.  13 

DW:  So you -- you have recollection of  14 

ac- -- trying, at least attempting?   15 

MA:  Yeah.  16 

DW:  Where in your mind you thought you 17 

activated it when you turned onto Ventura?   18 

MA:  Yes.  19 

DW:  Is it -- is it just a button you push 20 

right in the center?   21 

MA:  -- it's -- it's a little -- it's a -- 22 

it's got a little slide on the side that goes up 23 

or down.  24 

DW:  Okay.  25 

MA:  And I have it here on my shoulder and 26 

I'm -- you just kind of flip it or turn it on.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  So as you're turning onto 1 

Ventura, you -- in your mind, you turned it on?   2 

MA:  I thought I did, yeah.  3 

DW:  Okay.  And were any of the other 4 

officers recording to your knowledge at any part 5 

of the incident or after the incident?   6 

MA:  I believe --  7 

DW:  And if you -- and if you --  8 

MA:  -- they were.  I don't know.  9 

DW:  If you didn't know it at the time, did 10 

you learn that after the fact?   11 

MA:  Yeah, I didn't -- I mean, I know that 12 

now that they had --  13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

MA:  -- some video going on, you know?   15 

DW:  Okay.  So --  16 

MA:  So --  17 

DW:  -- you had been given a chance to sit 18 

with your attorney and watch whatever -- what 19 

footage we did have from your camera.  20 

MA:  Correct.  21 

DW:  And there was other footage from the 22 

other officers, all capturing different portions 23 

of the -- the incident after the shooting.  Did 24 

you get a chance to view your footage?   25 

MA:  Yes.   26 

DW:  Okay, all right.  We'll get to that in 27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

59 

 

a second, but after -- I mean, I just want to get 1 

the, what happened to your device after that.   2 

Did -- so after Aguilar talks to you, did you -- 3 

did you leave the scene at any point?  Did you get 4 

transported away from the scene, I guess is my 5 

question, by anybody?   6 

MA:  Oh, later?   7 

DW:  Yeah.  8 

MA:  Yeah.  Sergeant Aguilar transported 9 

the -- the three of us; me --  10 

DW:  Okay.  11 

MA:  -- Coffelt, and Huerta back to our 12 

police department.  13 

DW:  Okay.  And once at the police station, 14 

do you still have your camera on you when you get 15 

transported back to the station?   16 

MA:  Yes.  17 

DW:  You still wearing it?   18 

MA:  Yes.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Once you get back to the 20 

station, what happens back at the station?   21 

MA:  We were taken to the department and -- 22 

and put in different areas of our department.  And 23 

we were waiting -- we were waiting -- waiting the 24 

arrival of our attorney.   25 

DW:  Okay.  I got a recording question back 26 

on when you turned onto Ventura Street and you 27 
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thought you turned it on?   1 

MA:  Uh-huh.  2 

DW:  Was that the first recording of the 3 

shift that day, would there -- or would there be 4 

another recording on -- prior from that shift?   5 

MA:  That would have been the first 6 

recording on the -- of the shift.  7 

DW:  Okay.  Understood, okay.   8 

MA:  To my knowledge, I was the only one 9 

that grabbed that camera, so --  10 

DW:  Okay.  So any act- -- any prior 11 

recordings wouldn't have been from you and your 12 

shift when you were wearing it --  13 

MA:  Correct.  14 

DW:  -- that day?   15 

MA:  Correct.  16 

DW:  Okay.  So you're -- I'm sorry, we'll 17 

go back to, you get transported to the station by 18 

Sergeant Aguilar?   19 

MA:  Uh-huh.  20 

DW:  You, Huerta, and Coffelt.  21 

MA:  Uh-huh.  22 

DW:  Where -- where do you guys go from 23 

there and what part of the station do you guys go 24 

to?   25 

MA:  I remember briefing room, records 26 

room, and there's a back office.  Half our 27 
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department's frickin' under construction.   1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

MA:  So --  3 

DW:  At any --  4 

MA:  No, wait.  Somebody went in the 5 

kitchen.  Somebody was in the kitchen.  6 

DW:  Somebody --  7 

MA:  I think Coffelt was in the kitchen.  8 

DW:  Okay.  So you guys all went different 9 

areas?   10 

MA:  So ridiculous, yeah.  11 

DW:  You guys all got separated?   12 

MA:  Yeah.   13 

DW:  Okay.  At any point, did someone take 14 

your Body-Worn Camera from you and if so, could 15 

you walk us through who did that and what they 16 

said or what they did to it, with it?   17 

MA:  It was -- it was Sergeant Madison had 18 

taken the body camera with our attorney -- my 19 

attorney present.  And we went to download the 20 

camera.  21 

DW:  Okay.  Did you go with him for that 22 

process?   23 

MA:  Yes.   24 

DW:  Were you able to see any footage?   25 

MA:  No.  Apparently there was some 26 

malfunction.  27 
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DW:  Okay, all right.  Is it -- what's the 1 

normal Santa Paula PD protocol when you --     2 

when you capture footage of an event and -- and 3 

whether -- whether it's -- if it's evidentiary 4 

that is, whether it's a use of force incident    5 

or -- or a statement from a suspect, what do you 6 

do with that camera?   7 

MA:  So -- so say you have something you 8 

need to attach to a report, kind of like what 9 

you're asking, right?  10 

DW:  Yeah.  11 

MA:  So we go to the docking station, we 12 

put the camera in the docking station, we turn the 13 

camera on.  There's a -- there's a computer 14 

connected to it, it'll show if it's reading it or 15 

not.  And if it is, it'll say how many files and 16 

then you just wait.  17 

DW:  Uh-huh.  18 

MA:  I mean, you could have ten files on 19 

there that take five seconds, you got ten files 20 

that take an hour.  21 

DW:  Uh-huh.  22 

MA:  You got one file that takes an hour.  23 

I mean --  24 

DW:  Right.  25 

MA:  -- it -- just from my experience.  So 26 

once you do that and it says it downloaded 27 
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correctly, then we go into our system and you find 1 

it.  2 

DW:  What system is that?   3 

MA:  It's called Wolfcom.  4 

DW:  Okay, okay.  5 

MA:  So you find it and then you find the 6 

video and they call it tagging it.  You tag it 7 

with the report number, suspect's name, victims, 8 

anything like that; it's always easier to locate 9 

later.  And once it's tagged, it's put in a file 10 

and it won't be erased anymore.  It can't be 11 

erased so it's saved.   12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

MA:  'Cause obviously you need it.  So if 14 

you need it -- if you need it later, two years 15 

from now, it's there.  If you don't, then it's, 16 

you know --  17 

DW:  Okay.  18 

MA:  -- it's gone.   19 

DW:  Okay.  Have you guys ever had any 20 

issues with the camera system or -- or with --  21 

MA:  S- -- all kinds of issues.   22 

DW:  What are some of those?   23 

MA:  Not recording, not functioning, not 24 

working on scenes.  You think you -- you know, you 25 

turn it on, record something, it didn't record.  26 

Lot of -- lot of issues with it.  27 
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DW:  Is there a technician who's designated 1 

to work on those?   2 

MA:  There was to my knowledge, but he 3 

recently left to another agency or another city.  4 

We have I think a couple new people doing it.  But 5 

yeah, there's been -- there's been issues with 6 

that system.  7 

DW:  Okay, all right.  So I viewed the -- 8 

the footage.  9 

MA:  Uh-huh.  10 

DW:  And you had a chance to view it too.  11 

MA:  Right.  12 

DW:  Okay.  So now I'd just like to ask  13 

you a couple questions about some of the things 14 

that -- that -- that we saw on the video that day.  15 

Obviously the -- the shooting incident is not -- 16 

was not captured.  You thought you were recording 17 

but it -- well, we don't -- we don't have it.    18 

So it appears that we have at some point 19 

after the shooting, a recording starts on your 20 

body camera.   21 

MA:  Right.  22 

DW:  And if you saw right at the beginning, 23 

it appears you're putting up crime scene tape.   24 

MA:  Right.  25 

DW:  Okay.  So -- so there was a period of 26 

time where you were putting up crime scene tape?   27 
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MA:  Yeah.  1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

MA:  Yeah.  Like I said there was only 3 

three cops there.  4 

DW:  Okay.  So since you viewed the camera 5 

the   same -- we're talking about the same video 6 

that you -- you know, from your camera.  Do you 7 

recall having a conversation with somebody on the 8 

phone?   9 

MA:  My wife.  10 

DW:  That was your wife?   11 

MA:  Yeah.   12 

DW:  Okay.  And why'd you call her?   13 

MA:  Two reasons I guess; I mean, I knew -- 14 

you know, social media reasons.  Obviously she's 15 

going to find out right away and, you know, just 16 

make me feel better to call my wife and let her 17 

know what had just happened to me.  You know?   18 

DW:  Okay.  19 

MA:  So, and just for her not to worry and 20 

--  21 

DW:  Okay.   22 

MA:  And that was it.   23 

DW:  Okay.   24 

AD:  Did you intend to have that recorded 25 

when you'd called your wife?   26 

MA:  I don't know.  I don't -- I don't 27 
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think so, but it doesn't -- doesn't matter either 1 

way to me, whatever.   2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

MA:  I called my wife.   4 

DW:  That was actually my next question.  5 

Did you know you were recording at that time or 6 

did you think you had turned it off?   7 

MA:  I -- in hindsight, I probably -- I 8 

don't even really remember what I was thinking.  9 

But in hindsight I would -- I would think I 10 

probably wouldn't record that, calling my wife on 11 

the phone.   12 

DW:  Uh-huh.  13 

MA:  But, you know?   14 

DW:  Okay.  In viewing the video, nobody 15 

can hear what your wife's saying on the phone, we 16 

can only hear your -- your side --  17 

MA:  Right.  18 

DW:  -- of the conversation, so --  19 

MA:  Right.  20 

DW:  -- did she -- I'm sure she had some 21 

questions, like what --  22 

MA:  Yeah, she had some just quick 23 

questions like -- well, at first she's like -- she 24 

said something like, really?  You know, like 25 

really, like no way.  Like did that really happen?  26 

And I'm like, yeah.  And I remember she asked like 27 
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who it was, you know?  And --  1 

AD:  This is privileged what you're asking.  2 

DW:  Okay, okay.  3 

AD:  This is -- it is husband-and-wife 4 

communications.  I'm being as lenient as I can.  5 

DW:  I never asked what she said if you 6 

listen.   7 

AD:  No, no, no, I get it.  I'm just --  8 

DW:  He's volunteering it, but --  9 

AD:  I get it.   10 

DW:  Okay, all right.   11 

AD:  I'm not trying to put my lawyer hat 12 

on.  13 

DW:  Okay, all right.  But --  14 

AD:  I'm just saying, let's -- let's be 15 

careful and --    16 

DW:  Okay.     17 

AD:  -- meet some privacy issues here.  18 

DW:  Okay, yeah.   19 

AD:  And still get the information that you 20 

need.  21 

DW:  Sure.     22 

You -- I -- so I, like I said, I can't hear 23 

what she said so I imagine she's asking you 24 

questions and you're probably responding to those 25 

questions.  So --  26 

MA:  Right.  27 
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DW:  -- but I imagine one of those 1 

questions is who was it or do you know who it was?  2 

And you -- you respond, you know, some paisita.  3 

MA:  Yeah.  4 

DW:  What's that?   5 

MA:  A Mexican National.  6 

DW:  Okay, okay.  And -- and you say -- 7 

yeah, I'll just quote -- quote you.  Alonzo 8 

states, the person he has called:    9 

"Hey, I just shot and killed a guy.  Yeah, 10 

he came at me with a knife out of nowhere.  Yeah, 11 

crazy."   12 

        And you call -- you say it was a paisita.  13 

"Yeah, he was coming at me with the knife up."  14 

And then it's inaudible, we can't understand what 15 

you're saying for a second and I think you're 16 

trying to describe to her your commands to him.  17 

'Cause it says, "went running with the knife up" 18 

and then it's inaudible and it's "Drop the knife.  19 

And he wouldn't do it and frickin' running at me."   20 

          Do you recall what you said to clear up 21 

the inaudible part or --  22 

MA:  Whatever I said there.  I mean, it 23 

sounds pretty much, I was just quickly trying to 24 

explain to her what had happened to me.  25 

DW:  Okay, okay.  And then later on in the 26 

video, a unknown female walks up to you, she 27 
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enters the scene.  I don't know if tape's already 1 

been put up yet, I -- you can't tell.  I couldn't 2 

tell in the video so it might not even have been 3 

secured yet.  But a female walks up, obviously she 4 

knows you and you know her.   5 

MA:  Yeah.  6 

DW:  Based on the video.  Who is she?   7 

MA:  That's  .  She's one of 8 

our ex-dispatchers.   9 

DW:  Okay.  So she used to work for your 10 

agency?   11 

MA:  Right.  12 

DW:  Okay.  And she -- she -- she asks you 13 

what's up and you asked her how'd you get in here?  14 

So maybe she went through the crime scene tape, 15 

who knows.  Anyhow, you --  16 

MA:  Yeah, she had called.   17 

DW:  She --  18 

MA:  She like called me over to her.  19 

DW:  Okay.  And then you explain to her 20 

that you got a call of a guy with a knife and you 21 

say, you -- you say, quote, "He came at me with a 22 

knife so -- so I dumped him."  And she says, "Shut 23 

the fuck up."   24 

MA:  Yeah.   25 

DW:  And, "You swear to God?"  And you say, 26 

"Yeah."  And she -- she consoles you and get -- 27 
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gives you a -- a hug.     1 

Now, she's a -- a former dispatcher.  2 

MA:  Right.  3 

DW:  So she's probably used to being around 4 

law enforcement officers and such.   5 

MA:  Yeah.  That's why I spoke to her in 6 

the way I did.  And she was involved with Ramirez' 7 

shooting prior and she's on -- she ended up 8 

leaving the law enforcement because of the 9 

shooting, so --  10 

DW:  Okay, all right.   11 

MA:  But I think I've worked with her for 12 

like seven, eight -- seven years I think.   13 

DW:  Okay.   14 

MA:  So --  15 

DW:  So you -- you -- you touched on it 16 

earlier, but this -- on this, the video recording, 17 

you're talking to one of the firefighters that -- 18 

that you guys had received a call with a man with 19 

a knife and you said on the way to the call, you 20 

had that "feeling."  You know, this is that time 21 

right now.  And you mentioned that earlier.   22 

MA:  Yeah.  23 

DW:  That -- that kind of like a gut 24 

feeling you had.  25 

MA:  Yeah.  It was just --  26 

DW:  Anymore on that, on why you just --  27 
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MA:  I don't know.  It's like I just had 1 

that feeling like something was going to happen, 2 

you know?   3 

DW:  Okay.   4 

MA:  So I can't explain it.   5 

DW:  Okay.  Later in the video, you walk 6 

back to Unit 462, you talk with Huerta.  You guys 7 

discuss, you know, you ask Huerta if he's still 8 

off and he confirms he is.   Mean -- I'm guessing 9 

that means the camera is still off?  Is that what 10 

that means?   11 

MA:  Yeah.  12 

DW:  Are you -- are you still off?  Does 13 

that mean is your camera off?   14 

MA:  Yeah.  15 

DW:  Okay.  And you just -- you tell him to 16 

put on rubber gloves and you tell Huerta, "Fuckin' 17 

dude, man.  Esta loco."  That's your -- you're 18 

saying, esta loco.  What does that mean?   19 

MA:  I was just talking about the suspect.  20 

I was like, man, that dude was crazy.  Like --  21 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.   22 

MA:  You know?   23 

DW:  And then you say quote:     24 

"Yeah, I mean that was like textbook, like, 25 

you know?"  Alonzo stated he, "was behind cover, 26 

behind the car, drop the knife, drop the knife.  27 
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You know what I mean?"  And then you said, "It was 1 

like that video."   2 

        What do you -- what do you -- when you 3 

talk about textbook and that video, what -- what 4 

are you referring to?   5 

MA:  The FOS LEDS in our training at the 6 

academy that we go through every -- we just went 7 

through it.  You know?  You stand in the front of 8 

the video and, you know, whatever happens, 9 

happens.  It was just like that.   10 

DW:  So, and I've been to that class.   11 

MA:  That what -- I mean, that's what it 12 

felt like.  You know, and so to speak.   13 

DW:  Have you seen scenarios similar to 14 

that in   the -- in our FOS LEDS training?   15 

MA:  Yeah.  Oh, yeah.   16 

DW:  A man with a knife --  17 

MA:  Uh-huh.  18 

DW:  -- coming at you?   19 

MA:  Right.  20 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.     21 

Partner?   22 

CM:  Yeah, I got a couple questions for 23 

you, Matt.  24 

MA:  Uh-huh.  25 

CM:  First of all, do you -- do you speak 26 

Spanish?   27 
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MA:  Spanglish.  1 

CM:  Spanglish?   2 

MA:  Yeah.  3 

CM:  Is it a -- a -- 4 

MA:  I'm not like fluent.  5 

CM:  So you're fluent?   6 

MA:  Some days I'm better than others, I 7 

guess you could say.   8 

CM:  Okay.  9 

MA:  But yeah, I don't -- you know, some -- 10 

I'm not fluent, I guess you could say.  So --  11 

CM:  Okay.  Can --  12 

MA:  Like my -- like my parents were fluent 13 

in Spanish but I wasn't.  So at times when --  14 

CM:  Okay.  15 

MA:  -- when I speak, you know, sometimes 16 

with people that speak Spanish, you know?   17 

CM:  So paisita, to you is that a -- is 18 

that a derogatory term --  19 

MA:  No.  20 

CM:  -- in any way?   21 

MA:  No, not at all.  It's -- it's just 22 

someone to me, and then when I grew up in the 23 

family like, they're -- they're from Mexico, 24 

they're not from here, you know?   25 

CM:  Did you give any commands at all in 26 

Spanish or was it all in English?   27 
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MA:  All in English.  1 

CM:  All in English.  Okay.  I'm going to 2 

take you back to, a little bit on the front here.  3 

That -- at the pool party, that social event --  4 

MA:  Uh-huh.  5 

CM:  -- that you guys attended the day 6 

before --  7 

MA:  Right.  8 

CM:  -- did you guys, either to the best of 9 

your knowledge, did you see the -- the suspect at 10 

that -- that function --  11 

MA:  No.  12 

CM:  -- that (INAUDIBLE).  No?  Okay.  And 13 

then are there any cameras in the area that you 14 

know of?   15 

MA:  I know that the department has a 16 

camera of -- over by the city yard.   17 

CM:  By the city yard.  18 

MA:  That's right there.  19 

CM:  Okay.   20 

MA:  On Palm and Ventura.  21 

CM:  Did -- did you happen to see any 22 

footage?   23 

MA:  No.  24 

CM:  No?  Did you see any -- when you were 25 

in the station, did you see any footage of --  26 

MA:  I did not.  27 
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CM:  Okay.  On your belt, you describe that 1 

you had your weapon, your service revolver -- or 2 

I'm sorry, your service weapon.  3 

DW:  Revolver.  4 

CM:  Oh, I gave my age away.  5 

AD:  That's what I used to carry. Ok, 6 

that’s what --  7 

CM:  I gave my age away right now.  Man, I 8 

apologize for you -- to you.  9 

DW:  The old guy.  10 

CM:  You had a taser and baton.  Why didn't 11 

you use any of that?   12 

MA:  I was in the immediate lethal 13 

situation.   14 

CM:  Okay.  When you fired that volley -- 15 

I'm sorry, you didn't call it a volley.  When you 16 

fired that series of -- of rounds, did -- you said 17 

the su- -- the suspect was coming straight at you?   18 

MA:  Yes.  19 

CM:  Did -- do you remember his body 20 

movements in any way?  Did -- did he turn, did he 21 

go forward, did he -- I know you --  22 

MA:  No, he was just --  23 

CM:  -- described it a little bit.  But --  24 

MA:  He was just in a full sprint towards 25 

me, looking right at me and he never deviated in 26 

any other direction but that.   27 
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CM:  Did he -- did you see him spin at all 1 

or anything like that?   2 

MA:  No.  3 

CM:  Okay.  Okay.     4 

Let's give them a chance to see if they 5 

have any --  6 

DW:  No.  I got a couple.  Sorry.     7 

CM:  Okay.     8 

DW:  Getting back to the -- the actual 9 

shooting.  10 

MA:  Yes.  11 

DW:  When you're holding your pistol, are 12 

you holding it with one hand or two?   13 

MA:  Two.   14 

DW:  Like a tactical, like we're trained?  15 

Okay.  16 

MA:  Correct.  17 

DW:  Okay.  Was there any other option 18 

other than to use deadly force here --  19 

MA:  No.  20 

DW:  -- Matt?   21 

MA:  No.   22 

DW:  Okay.  I don't think I already asked 23 

you this.  Have you ever dealt with this guy 24 

before?  Do you know him?   25 

MA:  No.  26 

DW:  Any idea who he is?   27 
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MA:  None.  1 

DW:  Have you learned who he is since the 2 

shooting?   3 

MA:  I heard a name from the paper, but I 4 

don't even remember what his name was other than 5 

Jose.   6 

DW:  No contact with him ever before?  7 

Okay.   8 

MA:  No.  9 

DW:  All right.     10 

All right, gentlemen.     11 

Yeah, take an intermission and put this on 12 

pause.  We'll come back in a couple minutes, okay, 13 

guys?  14 

 15 

        (BREAK TAKEN) 16 

 17 

CM:  I’m going on --  18 

DW:  Okay.  We are back from our brief 19 

intermission.  Detective Sergeant Dean Worthy with 20 

my partner.  21 

CM:  Carlos Macias.   22 

DW:  With Officer --  23 

MA:  Matt Alonzo.  24 

DW:  From Santa Paula Police Department.  25 

And his attorney --  26 

AD:  Attorney Andrew Dawson.   27 
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DW:  It is 1750 hours approximately.   1 

And Matt, I just have a few more questions 2 

for you.   3 

MA:  All right.  4 

DW:  Okay?  Before I forget though, we had 5 

you mark a couple of these.  If you wouldn't mind, 6 

just signing or initialing and date and time on 7 

the back of both these documents for me, please.  8 

Appreciate you doing that.  9 

MA:  Uh-huh.  10 

DW:  I didn't want to forget.  All right.  11 

Carlos is going to go ahead and begin.   12 

CM:  All right, Matt.  On those photos,  13 

you -- you drew some "X's" where you initially saw 14 

him, where he was running to, and then the third 15 

"X" is where you believe he was when you -- when 16 

you fired your first initial shot.   17 

MA:  Uh-huh.  18 

CM:  Okay?  First of all, could you talk 19 

about maybe his facial expressions?  Did you -- 20 

did you see a change at all?  Was it a -- tell me 21 

what -- how -- what -- how you saw his face.  22 

MA:  He was -- he was just locked in on me 23 

and he had like that thousand yard stare coming, 24 

you know, straight at me is what I remember from 25 

his face.   26 

CM:  Okay.  27 
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MA:  Yeah.  1 

CM:  You also talked about how when you 2 

initially fired, you think you saw two rounds into 3 

him?   4 

MA:  I think so.  5 

CM:  You -- you said -- you pointed, and 6 

I'm pointing right now, one by the --  7 

MA:  Some --  8 

CM:  The shoulder or --  9 

MA:  Well, I think they were in    10 

somewhere --  11 

CM:  (INAUDIBLE).  12 

MA:  -- his upper chest area.  13 

CM:  Upper chest?  And then you pointed 14 

also earlier to the -- the lower one I think?   15 

MA:  Yeah.  That was -- I saw that later 16 

when --  17 

CM:  Okay.   18 

MA:  -- after his shirt was cut open.  19 

CM:  Okay.  Then I don't want to put words 20 

in your mouth.  Where were the two that you saw?   21 

MA:  In his upper chest area.  22 

CM:  Upper chest?  Okay.  Did -- when you 23 

perceived those rounds hitting him, did you see 24 

any movement at all from his body?  Did -- did his 25 

body go left or right, up or down, side, any -- 26 

any direction?  What did -- what did you see in 27 
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that?   1 

MA:  I just saw that he was still running 2 

at me.   3 

CM:  And --  4 

MA:  He was still coming forward.  5 

CM:  And where was the knife when he was 6 

still running at you?   7 

MA:  It was still above him.  It was around 8 

his head area.   9 

CM:  Okay.  And to your best of your 10 

recollection, you can't -- once again, I'm   11 

trying -- let me put this, you didn't see any body 12 

movements to the best of your recollection?   13 

MA:  After he hit the deck?   14 

CM:  No.   15 

DW:  Before?   16 

CM:  As he's -- as he's running towards 17 

you?   18 

MA:  The body movement is --  19 

CM:  When the rounds are hitting.   20 

MA:  No.  He's still running at me.  That's 21 

why I was still shooting at him until the -- until 22 

he -- the threat was done.   23 

CM:  And you didn't see any spin, any -- 24 

any other movement, anything like that?   25 

MA:  No.  26 

CM:  Okay.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  Just one last on that.  So he 1 

talked about movement.  You know what it means to 2 

be squared up with someone, shoulder-to-shoulder?   3 

MA:  Right.  4 

DW:  Like fa- -- is it --  5 

MA:  Yeah.  6 

DW:  Is that how he's coming at you or    7 

is -- is it possible maybe he was at different 8 

angles or do you know?   9 

MA:  He was squared up.  He was squared up, 10 

running at me.  11 

DW:  Okay.   12 

MA:  Yeah.  13 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Officer Coffelt, he 14 

was there but you're -- as you already explained 15 

to us, you were focused on the suspect who was 16 

running at you with a knife in his hand.  And I 17 

asked you earlier, did you see what Coffelt was 18 

doing?  Your answer was no, you were -- after the 19 

shooting incident, did you by then, by chance then 20 

did you realize what Coffelt was doing or if he 21 

had any use of force tool out; be it a handgun, a 22 

taser, a baton, or pepper spray or anything?  Did 23 

you happen to notice that?   24 

MA:  No.  25 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Your -- your video 26 

shows you walking around, setting up crime scene 27 
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tape and we talked about what was discussed in the 1 

video.  2 

MA:  Right.  3 

DW:  Are there any witnesses that you're 4 

aware of that might have seen the event or be it 5 

people that we haven't identified that we need to 6 

talk to?  Did you identify any witnesses out there 7 

while you were walking around?   8 

MA:  I just remember there was some old man 9 

that was behind me from where I shot from.  And I 10 

don't know where he went.  And I remember later my 11 

commander asked me the same question.  I said hey, 12 

there was some old man back here.  I don't know 13 

where he went.  And then I don't know if we 14 

located him or not.   15 

DW:  Okay.  So regarding the old man, do 16 

you -- let's back up to the part where you're 17 

driving down Ventura Street.  Is there anybody out 18 

and about?   19 

MA:  No.  20 

DW:  Do you see anybody?   21 

MA:  No.   22 

DW:  At what point do you notice the old 23 

man?   24 

MA:  After the -- after the shooting had 25 

occurred.   26 

DW:  Okay, okay.  27 
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MA:  Yeah.  1 

DW:  That -- okay.  So, while you're 2 

shooting, the old man isn't behind you?   3 

MA:  I -- I -- I didn't -- I don't -- he 4 

could have been, I don't know.  I don't --  5 

DW:  At what --  6 

MA:  -- believe so.  7 

DW:  At what point do you first notice him?   8 

MA:  At some point during the rendering 9 

aid.  10 

DW:  Okay.   11 

MA:  (INAUDIBLE).  12 

DW:  So when say behind you, I'm going    13 

to -- do you mean on the south side of the street?   14 

MA:  Yeah.  He was somewhere in this grass 15 

area here, directly behind me.   16 

DW:  Okay.  Kind of parallel there with 17 

where your patrol car is?   18 

MA:  Correct.  19 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Okay.  You know, 20 

throughout this interview, I -- I've asked you a 21 

bunch of questions and so has my partner.  I -- 22 

you see me, hear me reference a lot, you know, 23 

what was going through your head or what were you 24 

thinking?  And a lot of incident command stuff was 25 

going.  So I apologize for not asking it in this 26 

way.  How are you feeling?  I mean, you just had 27 
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to shoot somebody.  How are you feeling at that 1 

point in time when you have to make this decision?   2 

MA:  Well, after -- I mean, afterwards, I 3 

felt -- I felt it was -- obviously it's an 4 

unfortunate thing that happened.  But you know, I 5 

had to do what I had to do.  That's what I'm 6 

trained to do and I didn't get hurt and my 7 

partners didn't get hurt.   8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

MA:  You know, so that -- yeah.   10 

DW:  Okay.  Let me ask you this, Matt, if 11 

you didn't fire, what would have happened?   12 

MA:  I would have been stabbed and probably 13 

killed.  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

MA:  Yeah.  16 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  The old man, if we 17 

were to track this guy down, do you think you'd be 18 

able to identify him?   19 

MA:  Identify who?   20 

DW:  The old -- I'm sorry, the old man, 21 

wit- -- that could potentially be a witness to 22 

some degree?  If we were able to find him, would 23 

you be able to identify him if you saw him again?   24 

MA:  Probably.  25 

DW:  You think so?   26 

MA:  Yeah.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  Just a brief description of 1 

him; age approximately or what do you -- what do 2 

you think he looked like?   3 

MA:  I just remember he was a taller 4 

Hispanic male, probably about 6 foot, 6'1.  5 

Sixties.  He had gray hair, short gray hair.  And 6 

I think he had -- he was like unshaven, beard 7 

maybe.   8 

DW:  Okay.  Did it appear like he fit in 9 

the area?   10 

MA:  It's -- it appeared like he lived at 11 

the -- somewhere right there.  That's what I'm 12 

thinking.  13 

DW:  How was he dressed?   14 

MA:  I don't know.   15 

DW:  It -- and I'm sorry to ask it.  16 

MA:  I don't know.  I don't remember.  17 

DW:  It may -- it may matter.  18 

MA:  He had a -- he had a T-shirt on.  19 

DW:  Okay.  20 

MA:  Collared shirt.  I --  21 

DW:  Okay.  22 

MA:  But pants.  I know he wasn't wearing 23 

sho- --  24 

DW:  Was his hair short, receding?   25 

MA:  Short.   26 

DW:  Short gray hair?   27 
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MA:  Yes.   1 

DW:  Okay.  Did you have any conversation 2 

with him?   3 

MA:  No.   4 

DW:  Okay.  5 

CM:  I'm going to -- oh.   6 

DW:  Go ahead.  7 

CM:  I'm going to show you a photo and this 8 

could or could not be the man.  So can you -- can 9 

you just let me know what you think?   10 

MA:  Yeah, I think that's him.  11 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.   12 

CM:  All right.  13 

MA:  I don't see the top of his head, but  14 

I -- I --  15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

MA:  I mean, he's sitting.   17 

DW:  Okay.  I'll give it a couple of 18 

seconds for any future, potential texts coming in.   19 

Partner, you got anything?   20 

CM:  No.   21 

DW:  Okay.     22 

I'm going to give it a twenty second count, 23 

see if no texts come in.     24 

Okay, I -- I have one last question to ask 25 

you.  This question is -- is something that the 26 

District Attorney's office wanted me to ask you 27 
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and -- and they want to know the answer to this 1 

question.     2 

So, later on after the incident, had -- 3 

did, by chance you, Alonzo, and Coffelt get 4 

together at any point and discuss this incident?   5 

MA:  No.  6 

DW:  No?  Okay.  All right.  Then I think 7 

we're done here.  Thanks for coming in, Matt.  8 

MA:  All right.  9 

DW:  All right?  Let me just shut down this 10 

recorder now.  11 

MA:  Thank you.  12 

DW:  It is 1800 hours, straight up.    13 

 14 
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        Interview with John Coffelt  1 

  Major Crimes / Special Services Building 2 

      4-13-17 / 1300 hrs 3 

  4 

DW:  Okay.  We're good?     5 

All right, this is Detective Dean Worthy, 6 

sergeant with the Ventura County Sheriff's Office 7 

Major Crimes unit.  I'm with my partner, Detective 8 

Sergeant Carlos Mike Macias, also of Major Crimes, 9 

homicide.  I'm here with Officer John Coffelt.  10 

Did I pronounce that correctly?   11 

JC:  Yes, sir.   12 

DW:  From the Santa Paula Police 13 

Department.  And his attorney --  14 

AD:  Andrew Dawson from Dawson & Riley.  15 

DW:  Andrew Dawson from Dawson & Riley.  16 

Okay.     17 

It is April 13th, 2017, just after 1:00 18 

o'clock in the afternoon.  And I just want to make 19 

sure you had some time, a few days has gone since 20 

the incident.  You've had time to discuss the -- 21 

the matter with your attorney.   22 

JC:  Yeah.  Yes, I have.  23 

DW:  And you've agreed to voluntarily come 24 

down here and provide us with a statement, a 25 

voluntary statement --  26 
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JC:  Yes.   1 

DW:  -- as to the facts and -- of the 2 

incident that occurred --  3 

JC:  Yes.  4 

DW:  -- on Sunday?  Okay.  All right.   5 

I'd like to just start off getting some 6 

real preliminary basic background information 7 

about you and your law enforcement career.  How 8 

many years have you been in law enforcement?   9 

JC:  This June will be twenty-one.  10 

DW:  Twenty-one years?  And the entire time 11 

with the Santa Paula PD?   12 

JC:  Yes, sir.  13 

DW:  Okay.  What's your current rank?   14 

JC:  Police officer.   15 

DW:  Police officer.   16 

JC:  Yes, sir.  17 

DW:  Okay.  What's your assignment?   18 

JC:  Patrol.  19 

DW:  Patrol?   20 

JC:  Yes.  21 

DW:  Okay.  What are some of your duties 22 

and responsibilities as a patrol officer in Santa 23 

Paula?   24 

JC:  To respond to calls for service, from 25 

thefts to -- to shootings to medical calls.   26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  Whenever people call and need the 1 

police.  2 

DW:  Okay.  So this incident occurred on 3 

April 9th, which was a Sunday.  Who was the 4 

supervisor that day?   5 

JC:  Senior Officer Alonzo.  6 

DW:  Okay.  And how many -- is that --    7 

is -- is that typical for a senior officer to be 8 

the -- in charge of a patrol shift?   9 

JC:  Yes, it is.  10 

DW:  Okay.  Is that -- is that every day or 11 

just on Sundays?   12 

JC:  It depends on when the -- the 13 

sergeant's off.  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

JC:  So it just depends on --  16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

JC:  -- if he wants to take the day off or 18 

not.  19 

DW:  So in the absence of a sergeant at 20 

Santa Paula PD, the senior officer is the -- the 21 

supervisor?   22 

JC:  Yes, sir.  23 

DW:  For -- okay.  How many officers do you 24 

typically have on a given dayshift?   25 

JC:  The minimum staffing on dayshift is 26 

two officers and a supervisor.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  And the Sunday in question, 1 

April 9th, how many officers were on shift that 2 

day?   3 

JC:  Two officers and a super- -- 4 

supervisor.  5 

DW:  Okay, okay.  Your beginning of your 6 

patrol shift that Sunday, what time did your shift 7 

start?   8 

JC:  0545 hours.   9 

DW:  Okay.  What time do you arrive to 10 

work?   11 

JC:  Oh, about 5:25.  12 

DW:  Okay.  Tell me about how you usually 13 

prepare for your shift, when you get in the locker 14 

room, gear up...    15 

JC:  I come to work with my boots and pants 16 

on already and all I got to do is put vest on and 17 

my -- my -- my shirt and my gun belt.   18 

DW:  Okay.  Who -- who were the other 19 

officers working that day?   20 

JC:  Officer Frank Huerta and Senior 21 

Officer Matt Alonzo.   22 

DW:  And yourself?   23 

JC:  And myself.   24 

DW:  And that's the whole shift?   25 

JC:  Yes.  26 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Anything occur that 27 
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morning as far as your shift change or briefing?  1 

Any items of note from the night before that were 2 

passed on to you?   3 

JC:  No, nothing.  Nothing that -- that I 4 

recall, no.  5 

DW:  Okay.  Did you attend the shift 6 

briefing?   7 

JC:  Yes, I did.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Who -- who provided that 9 

briefing?   10 

JC:  Senior Officer Alonzo.  11 

DW:  Okay.  To you and Officer Huerta?   12 

JC:  Yes, sir.  13 

DW:  Okay.  Anything discussed at briefing 14 

of note?   15 

JC:  Nothing special.  16 

DW:  No?  Nothing of significance?   17 

JC:  No.  18 

DW:  Okay.  That briefing is at 5:45 in the 19 

morning?   20 

JC:  Yes, sir.   21 

DW:  Okay.  Go ahead and tell me from 22 

there, after briefing, what takes place?   23 

JC:  He just assigns patrol units.  He -- 24 

he asked me what beat I wanted because I was the 25 

most senior officer.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  So I get to pick my beat.  I told him 1 

I didn't care, so I took Beat 2.   2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

JC:  And Frank took Beat 1 obviously.  4 

DW:  Okay.  So the city's split in half?   5 

JC:  Yes.  6 

DW:  Beat 1, Beat 2?   7 

JC:  Yes, sir.  8 

DW:  And you chose Beat 1?   9 

JC:  I -- I chose Beat 2.  10 

DW:  Beat 2, I'm sorry.   11 

JC:  Yes.  12 

DW:  Well, any particular reason?   13 

JC:  Because there's -- all the shoplifting 14 

happens at Von's and Kmart and that's in Beat 1.  15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

JC:  And so this is less, I guess less 17 

paper calls in Beat 2.   18 

DW:  Okay.  Got it, got it.  Okay.   19 

JC:  To be honest with you.   20 

DW:  All right.  So after you're assigned 21 

your beat, you -- I imagine you load up a patrol 22 

unit?   23 

JC:  That morning it was kind of different.  24 

DW:  Okay.  How so?   25 

JC:  The dispatcher came into the briefing 26 

at about -- after 6:00.  27 
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DW:  Uh-huh.  1 

JC:  And said she had two calls pending.  2 

DW:  Okay.  What were they?   3 

JC:  She said she had a 10851 where there 4 

was -- from the Sheriff's Department where the 5 

108- -- the victim's car was stolen from Santa 6 

Paula.  It was involved in a pursuit with you, 7 

with the Sheriff's Department.  They had the 8 

suspect in custody and they wanted us to go out 9 

and take the 10851 report to help them in their 10 

booking process.   11 

DW:  Okay.   12 

JC:  And she had a -- a subject disturbing 13 

with a knife in the 100 block of East Ventura.   14 

DW:  Okay.  So are you in the dispatch 15 

center when you hear this?   16 

JC:  No.  We're in briefing.  17 

DW:  You're in briefing?   18 

JC:  Yes.  19 

DW:  I'm not -- I went to your station but 20 

I'm not super, super familiar with it.  Can she 21 

holler that from the briefing center?   22 

JC:  No, she --  23 

DW:  Or does she walk in?   24 

JC:  She came into briefing.  25 

DW:  Okay.   26 

JC:  And she just said I got two calls 27 
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pending and she told us which calls.   1 

DW:  Okay.   2 

JC:  And --  3 

DW:  Regarding the man with the knife call, 4 

what else did she have to say to you guys?   5 

JC:  She said a female called and said that 6 

some guy chased her to her -- her car with a knife 7 

and she fled the area.  And she doesn't want, you 8 

know, us to contact her but she's concerned for 9 

other people in the -- and they -- in the complex.  10 

So that's why she called.  11 

DW:  Okay.  12 

JC:  But she wasn't hurt.  She was able to 13 

flee.  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

JC:  So Senior Officer Alonzo said okay, 16 

Frank, you go and handle the 10851 report and John 17 

and I will handle the call on Ventura Street.  18 

DW:  Okay.  19 

JC:  The man with the knife.  20 

DW:  Okay.  And that -- I was just going to 21 

get to that, the location.  That's on Ventura 22 

Street?  Can -- can you tell me a little bit more 23 

about the vicinity?   24 

JC:  It's, 100 block Ventura Street is, I 25 

would say condos, apartment complexes, a lot of 26 

Section -- Section 8 housing.  27 
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DW:  Uh-huh.  1 

JC:  We get a lot of calls for service 2 

there.   3 

DW:  Right.  Okay.  So you -- so you're 4 

familiar with that area?   5 

JC:  Yes.  6 

DW:  Okay.  So it's my understanding, so 7 

you and Senior Alonzo decided to go to the -- the 8 

man with the knife call?   9 

JC:  Yeah.  The last thing I recall Senior 10 

Officer Alonzo saying is John will handle the call 11 

on Ventura Street and I'll back him.  12 

DW:  Okay, okay.  But you're, all three of 13 

you are in briefing when the dispatcher's 14 

discussing these two calls?   15 

JC:  When she -- yes.  16 

DW:  Yeah, okay.  And then you leave the 17 

station in a patrol car?   18 

JC:  Yes.  I went and got my bag -- my bag 19 

and put it in the patrol car and logged on the 20 

computer and then --  21 

DW:  You went and got your what?  I'm 22 

sorry.   23 

JC:  My patrol bag.  24 

DW:  Your bag, okay.   25 

JC:  I'm sorry.  26 

DW:  Okay, okay.   27 
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JC:  And logged onto the computer on the -- 1 

in the MDT.  2 

DW:  Uh-huh.  3 

JC:  And then I saw off- -- Senior Officer 4 

Alonzo driving out of the parking lot and I 5 

followed him.  6 

DW:  Okay.  Regarding the dis- -- did she 7 

give you a description of the guy or --  8 

JC:  Hispanic male is -- with -- is what I 9 

recall.   10 

DW:  Was there --  11 

JC:  With a knife.  12 

DW:  Was there a clothing description?   13 

JC:  She -- it was on the MDT but I don't 14 

recall what it was exactly.  15 

DW:  Okay.  Is this a high crime area?  Are 16 

you familiar, is this a --  17 

JC:  Yeah.  Yes, it is.   18 

DW:  It is a high crime?   19 

JC:  Yes.  20 

DW:  What kind of crimes, like property 21 

crimes or crimes against persons?   22 

JC:  Both.   23 

DW:  Both?   24 

JC:  Yeah.  We had a homicide there last 25 

year in that -- in the 100 block of East Ventura.  26 

And we get a lot of -- lot of theft calls, a lot 27 
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of subject disturbing.  You know, so -- so we had 1 

a lot of calls for service in that area.  2 

DW:  Okay.  Do you remember what car you 3 

were driving?   4 

JC:  461.  5 

DW:  Unit Number 461?  Okay.  Is that a 6 

regular unit you drive?   7 

JC:  Yes.  8 

DW:  Okay.  So no other prior calls.  You 9 

went straight into this call the day of the 10 

incident?   11 

JC:  Yes, sir.  12 

DW:  Okay.  How far is that from the 13 

station about, ballpark?   14 

JC:  Oh, as --  15 

DW:  It -- if you don't know how many miles 16 

it is, how many minute of a drive would that take?   17 

JC:  Oh, less than three.  18 

DW:  Okay.  Did you have to get on the 19 

freeway?   20 

JC:  No.  21 

DW:  Do you recall the route you took?   22 

JC:  Yes.  23 

DW:  Could you tell me?   24 

JC:  Turned le- -- left out of the back 25 

parking lot, which would be south on Mill.   26 

DW:  Uh-huh.  27 
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JC:  Turned west on Harvard.   1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

JC:  Turned north on Palm and then west on 3 

Ventura Street.  4 

DW:  Okay, all right.  When you pulled out 5 

of the station, could you see Officer Alonzo's 6 

patrol unit?   7 

JC:  Yes.  8 

DW:  Who was pulling out first?   9 

JC:  He was.  10 

DW:  He was.  So did you follow him to the 11 

call?   12 

JC:  Yes.  13 

DW:  You guys took the same route?   14 

JC:  Yes.  15 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  What -- what's 16 

going through your mind at this time as you're 17 

responding to a man with a knife call?  I imagine 18 

you've responded to something similar in the past?   19 

JC:  Honestly, we get -- we get so many 20 

calls of subjects disturbing, transients 21 

disturbing, it was just -- to me, it was just a 22 

typical call in Santa Paula, was just let's go and 23 

see what it is.   24 

DW:  Okay.  25 

JC:  It wasn't -- nothing stood out.  26 

DW:  Okay.  So you're -- I guess you say 27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

13 

 

your officer safety alert level is -- is not any 1 

higher than -- than normal on this call?   2 

JC:  It was -- it was higher than if I was 3 

going to a theft -- 4 

DW:  Okay. 5 

JC:  -- you know, report.   6 

DW:  Okay.   7 

JC:  But other than that, it was no more 8 

higher than any other typical subject disturbing 9 

or person with a knife call.  10 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  I understand.  So 11 

any considerations you had in mind when you're -- 12 

when you're responding to this; knowing you're 13 

going with one other officer, were you thinking 14 

about anything else?   15 

JC:  One of the things I did notice, is I 16 

noticed that Officer Huerta was following me.  So 17 

I did take that into consideration.  18 

DW:  Okay.  Officer Huerta was following 19 

you?   20 

JC:  Yes.  21 

DW:  To the call?   22 

JC:  Yes.   23 

DW:  On -- on Ventura?   24 

JC:  Yes.  25 

DW:  The man with the knife call.  Prior it 26 

had been discussed that he was going to go handle 27 
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a paper call, the 10851?   1 

JC:  Yes.  2 

DW:  So did that surprise you that he was 3 

going to this call?   4 

JC:  Not really.  Because of the type of, 5 

the nature of the call we were going on.  So --  6 

DW:  Right.  7 

JC:  -- I figured, you know, that was --  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

JC:  -- you know --  10 

DW:  Okay.  11 

JC:  -- he was just being a good -- a good 12 

officer.  13 

DW:  Okay.  So you're making that left turn 14 

onto Ventura --  15 

JC:  Yeah.  16 

DW:  -- from Palm.  Walk me through that.  17 

Is Officer Alonzo's vehicle in front of you?   18 

JC:  Yes.  19 

DW:  So he made the left turn first?   20 

JC:  Yes, he did.   21 

DW:  How far ahead of you was he?   22 

JC:  He was about, I would say a couple 23 

hundred yards in front of me.  24 

DW:  Okay.   25 

JC:  'Cause Officer -- Officer Huerta was 26 

closer behind my unit than I was in -- behind him, 27 
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Senior Officer Huerta's unit.   1 

DW:  Okay.   2 

JC:  If that makes any sense.  3 

DW:  Yeah, it does.  I understand what 4 

you're saying.  5 

JC:  'Cause when I went 10-97, I went 10-97 6 

for both myself and Officer Huerta.   7 

DW:  Okay.  8 

JC:  'Cause I knew he was right there.    9 

So --  10 

DW:  Okay.  Well, speaking of radio 11 

traffic, did -- did you hear Senior Alonzo go 12 

10-97?   13 

JC:  Yes, I did.   14 

DW:  Okay.  Because he arrived on scene 15 

before you?   16 

JC:  Yes.  17 

DW:  Okay.  How much time had elapsed from 18 

the time he checks out on the radio as 10-97 to 19 

the time you check out on the radio?   20 

JC:  I would estimate less than five 21 

seconds.  22 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Continue on as 23 

you're -- as you're going down Ventura.  24 

JC:  We turn -- turn onto Ventura Street.  25 

I saw Offic- -- Senior Officer Alonzo's unit 26 

driving slowly, you know, obviously just looking.  27 
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I was right behind him.  And then he came to a 1 

point where his vehicle initially stopped.  He 2 

stopped and -- and I didn't know why he had 3 

stopped.  4 

DW:  Uh-huh.  5 

JC:  So I just thought -- and I didn't know 6 

why.  And then I saw him get out of -- out of his 7 

unit.  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

JC:  And I stopped my unit.  10 

DW:  Okay.   11 

JC:  Behind his, but further back.   12 

DW:  Okay.  About how far back, do you --  13 

JC:  Um --  14 

DW:  I don't need the exact, be ballpark.  15 

I mean --  16 

JC:  I would say a li- -- a car -- car 17 

length and a half.  18 

DW:  Okay.  19 

JC:  At least.  20 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Did you see anybody 21 

else other than Off- -- Senior Officer Alonzo?   22 

JC:  I saw that Officer Huerta had turned 23 

left into one of the alleys of the complex, the 24 

first -- the second alley.  There's -- there's -- 25 

you -- you could turn left into one alley and then 26 

he took the second left.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  So he went south?   1 

JC:  He went south --  2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

JC:  -- into the complex.  4 

DW:  Okay.  5 

JC:  It's called Lobero condos.     6 

DW:  Okay.    7 

JC:  So he went that way.   8 

DW:  Okay.  What happened next?   9 

JC:  So I kind of is -- was, when he 10 

stopped, I was sitting in my unit like what, okay, 11 

what's going on?  And then he got out of his unit 12 

and I saw him go like, you know, gesture to the -- 13 

to the left, which would be north.  14 

DW:  Uh-huh.   15 

JC:  Down an alleyway.  And then I saw --  16 

DW:  With the -- with his hand, did he 17 

point or with his --  18 

JC:  I don't recall.  I just remember him 19 

letting me know -- gesturing in some way.  20 

DW:  Okay.  21 

JC:  The guy's that way.  You know, like 22 

him and I, we work together a lot.  23 

DW:  Yeah.  24 

JC:  We -- I know him well.   25 

DW:  Okay.  26 

JC:  So he -- he was letting me know the 27 
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subject was that way, which had been north of us.   1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

JC:  And then I got out, out of my car and 3 

I saw him take his gun out.  So at that point 4 

since I knew we were dealing with a subject with a 5 

knife, I went less lethal and I took my taser out.  6 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.  Can you see anybody 7 

other than Officer Alonzo at this point?   8 

JC:  At that point, no.  9 

DW:  Okay.  Is it dark out or is it 10 

daylight?   11 

JC:  It's daylight.  12 

DW:  About what time was this?   13 

JC:  Oh, 6:30-ish, a little after 6:00.  14 

DW:  Okay.  Now, are you guys in the middle 15 

of the road on Ventura (INAUDIBLE).  16 

JC:  No.  We're in the -- we're in the 17 

southbound -- south -- westbound on -- on Ventura 18 

Street, but if somebody was coming in the opposite 19 

direction, they had room to --  20 

DW:  Okay.  21 

JC:  -- go in the -- in the opposite 22 

direction.  23 

DW:  Okay.  24 

JC:  So we were on the right side of the 25 

road.   26 

DW:  Okay.  So Senior Officer Alonzo has 27 
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his gun out.  Is --  1 

JC:  And gestures to me like he's down --  2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

JC:  Down the -- the alleyway.  4 

DW:  How's he holding his gun?   5 

JC:  I don't rem- -- down by his side if    6 

I --  7 

DW:  Okay.  8 

JC:  I just remember him, seeing him take 9 

his gun out.  10 

DW:  Okay, okay.  You're recor- -- we're on 11 

recording, so it's hard for the recorder to pick 12 

up.  You had one hand, so he's holding his gun 13 

with one hand down at his side?   14 

JC:  Yeah.  I just saw him remove his gun 15 

from his holster.   16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

JC:  And at that point I see him looking 18 

north.  19 

DW:  Okay.   20 

JC:  And I'm looking that way too.   21 

DW:  Okay, all right.  And what happened 22 

then?   23 

JC:  I start to walk toward -- you know, I 24 

start walking to the front of my unit looking that 25 

way, north.  I still don't see nothing.  And then 26 

all of a sudden I see a person, Hispanic male, 27 
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running in what to me, is a sprint with the knife 1 

over his head.   2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

JC:  Directly at what I would assume was 4 

Officer Alonzo's direction --  5 

DW:  Okay.  6 

JC:  -- at a full speed.  And --  7 

DW:  Okay.  8 

JC:  -- all I saw was that knife.  It was 9 

like -- I want to describe him running.  It kind 10 

of looked like a -- like the way Forrest Gump 11 

would run, full speed.  But with the knife over 12 

his head.   13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

JC:  And his head just looking straight 15 

ahead like as -- at I would assume he's -- he's 16 

looking at Officer Alonzo.   17 

DW:  Okay.  Let's back up.  And did you  18 

see -- you said he came from the north.  Did you 19 

see where he came from or where he appeared when 20 

you first saw him?   21 

JC:  You have to understand, to my right 22 

there was a wall.  23 

DW:  Uh-huh.  24 

JC:  I could not see -- so I could not -- 25 

what Officer Alonzo was seeing, I could not see 26 

what he was seeing.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  1 

JC:  Until he broke the perimeter of that 2 

wall.   3 

DW:  Okay.  4 

JC:  Which was -- and he was at the 5 

sidewalk at that point, running southbound.   6 

DW:  Okay.   7 

JC:  At a full -- at a running full -- you 8 

know, full, very fast.   9 

DW:  Okay.  Just so I have a better 10 

understanding, I'm going to use some photographs 11 

here.  So, for the recording, we're looking at an 12 

aerial photograph, which was taken from one of our 13 

drones and it shows the 100 block of East Ventura 14 

Street and city yard I presume to the north?   15 

JC:  Yeah.  16 

DW:  And then this long driveway to an 17 

apartment complex.  Now, you described a wall, 18 

which obstruct your vision.  Can you point to that 19 

for me?  Yeah, and I got you a Sharpie here.   20 

JC:  Right there.   21 

DW:  That's what you're referring to?   22 

JC:  Yeah.  23 

DW:  And it's covered, looks like it's 24 

covered with a hedge.   25 

JC:  Yes.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  So I could not s- -- Officer Alonzo 1 

had this vantage point right here.  I could not 2 

see what he was seeing.  3 

DW:  Uh-huh.  4 

JC:  From my --  5 

DW:  Okay.   6 

JC:  My spot was about, probably about 7 

there.   8 

DW:  Okay.  So you're kind of in between 9 

the rear of Officer Alonzo's vehicle, which is a 10 

black-and-white SUV and the front bumper of your 11 

car?   12 

JC:  Yes.  13 

DW:  Ballpark?  Okay.  So he comes from 14 

this driveway here and he comes into your view?   15 

JC:  Yes.  16 

DW:  And I'm not putting words in your 17 

mouth, from what you said was you didn't see    18 

him until he was about to the sidewalk; is that 19 

what --  20 

JC:  Correct.  21 

DW:  Okay, all right.  That's -- that's 22 

very helpful.  How about from there, what 23 

happened?   24 

JC:  I see he's got -- I just zero in on 25 

that knife and the fact he -- he's -- he --  26 

DW:  Now, you're holding it above your 27 
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head.   1 

JC:  He's -- he --  2 

DW:  Is that --  3 

JC:  It was --  4 

DW:  -- to demonstrate?   5 

JC:  It was like that.   6 

DW:  Okay.  7 

JC:  It was that high.  It wasn't -- and 8 

he's just running full speed with his head looking 9 

straight ahead.  10 

DW:  He's -- you're making a fist with your 11 

hands.  So is he holding the handle of the knife 12 

with --  13 

JC:  That's what it looked to me like.  14 

DW:  -- his fist?   15 

JC:  Yeah.  16 

DW:  Could you see the shiny part of the 17 

knife?   18 

JC:  Yes, I can.  Yes, I could.   19 

DW:  Okay, all right.   20 

JC:  Yes.  21 

DW:  Could you tell which direction, 22 

whether it was up -- up or down?   23 

JC:  Looked -- it was like this.   24 

DW:  Okay, all right.   25 

JC:  And just r- --  26 

DW:  Okay.  Now, most knives are metallic 27 
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and they have a shiny metal.  1 

JC:  Yes.  2 

DW:  Is that -- is that -- were you able to 3 

see that?   4 

JC:  I saw that it was a silver color 5 

knife.  6 

DW:  Okay.  7 

JC:  Long blade.  8 

DW:  Okay.  And earlier you describe like 9 

Forrest Gump.  Is that -- the --  10 

JC:  The way -- it's the way he looked.  He 11 

was running full speed.  12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

JC:  In a full -- full, full speed.  14 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.   15 

JC:  And with his -- you know, in a -- it's 16 

back straight and just --  17 

DW:  Okay.  Did he say anything?   18 

JC:  I didn't hear him say anything.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Did you say anything?   20 

JC:  I -- I didn't have it.  If I did, I 21 

didn't -- don't recall.  22 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what did you do upon 23 

seeing this?   24 

JC:  I had my taser out so I went to -- to 25 

point with my taser and as I went like that, then 26 

I heard gunshots.  27 
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DW:  Okay, okay.  Could you hear how many 1 

shots were fired?   2 

JC:  Four to -- four to six is -- sounded 3 

like.  4 

DW:  Okay.   5 

JC:  And --  6 

DW:  Okay.  Did -- you didn't see Officer 7 

Alonzo firing though?   8 

JC:  No.  9 

DW:  Okay.  So if you're looking to the 10 

north and he's looking to your north the way you 11 

describe this, Senior Alonzo's to your left?   12 

JC:  And back.  13 

DW:  And behind you a little bit?   14 

JC:  Yes.  15 

DW:  He is?  Okay.  All right.  What 16 

happened after the shots were fired?   17 

JC:  The -- the first vol- -- it was a 18 

volley of shots.  And then the second I heard that 19 

shot, he -- he immediately started dive -- diving 20 

down, going down.  And just immediately.   21 

DW:  Okay.  22 

JC:  And just went down face first.  23 

DW:  He fell face first?   24 

JC:  To the ground, yeah.   25 

DW:  Okay.  Did it appear as though the 26 

suspect put his hands out in front of him to    27 
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ca- -- catch his fall or did he just go down?   1 

JC:  I don't recall if he did that.  I just 2 

remember him going down.  3 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  So after the 4 

suspect falls face first, what happened then?   5 

JC:  The knife, he was -- he's face first, 6 

he was still squirming around, moving around,   7 

you know, trying to get -- it looked like he was 8 

tr- -- I don't know if he was trying to get up or 9 

what, but he was moving.  And he wasn't saying 10 

anything.  And the knife was like real close to 11 

his right hand.  It looked --  12 

DW:  Uh-huh.  13 

JC:  -- to me like he was still trying to 14 

grab -- grab -- grab at that knife.   15 

DW:  Okay.   16 

JC:  So I told Officer -- Senior Officer 17 

Alonzo to cover me and, you know, I'm going to get 18 

the knife, you know, kick the -- move the knife.  19 

So I kicked the knife away from his hand.   20 

DW:  Okay.  Earlier, and since we're 21 

recording, I should have asked this, but you're 22 

holding your right hand above your head --  23 

JC:  Yes.  24 

DW:  -- just to demonstrate.  25 

JC:  Yes.  He had it over his -- right hand 26 

over his head just like -- like that.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  All right.  Do you recall, when 1 

you kicked the knife, which -- which shoe -- boot 2 

you used to kick it?   3 

JC:  My right boot.  4 

DW:  Okay.  And can you walk me through 5 

that process a little bit?  Did -- did you have to 6 

kick it more than once or --  7 

JC:  No.  No, I just told Officer Alonzo 8 

cover me, I'm going to get the -- move the knife 9 

and then, you know, he did and I just kicked the 10 

knife away from his hand.  And then, 'cause I saw 11 

his hand still trying to grab at the knife.  12 

DW:  After you kicked it?   13 

JC:  No, before I kicked it.  14 

DW:  Before you kicked it.  Okay.  Did you 15 

and Officer Alonzo -- Senior Officer Alonzo 16 

communicate at all?  If so, what were you --  17 

JC:  Yeah, at that --  18 

DW:  -- guys saying to each other?   19 

JC:  At -- after I kicked it, I put my   20 

gun -- I said I'm going to -- you know, I'm going 21 

to cuff him.  I put my gun away.  I started to get 22 

gloves out and then that's when senior -- when 23 

Officer Huerta arrived.  And he said I'll handle 24 

it.  You know, cuffing him.   25 

DW:  Okay.  Do you recall how much time had 26 

elapsed before Officer Huerta arrived on scene?   27 
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JC:  Oh, less than forty-five seconds I 1 

would imagine.   2 

DW:  Okay.   3 

JC:  Wasn't very long.  4 

DW:  Okay.  What's going through your mind 5 

while all this is happening?   6 

JC:  You know, obviously shock.  You know, 7 

like a -- like just it happened so fast.  You 8 

know, this guy was, you know, going -- going to 9 

kill -- and kill, you know, Senior Officer Alonzo.  10 

I mean, the -- with the -- the pace he was coming 11 

at him, the speed.  And then, you know, with    12 

the -- the way his intent.     13 

And -- and then I was just looking to see 14 

if he was -- you know, how bad -- badly injured he 15 

was from the gunshots.  And from my -- my 16 

experience, I looked up and I just, I said he's -- 17 

he's dead.  I said -- I remember saying that.   18 

DW:  You remember saying that to the other 19 

two officers?   20 

JC:  Yes.  21 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what made you believe 22 

he was dead?   23 

JC:  Well, before I became a cop, I was an 24 

EMT in Oxnard for three years.   25 

DW:  Okay.  26 

JC:  I just -- I've just been on many 27 
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gunshot victims as to -- and I just know that 1 

look.  I remember his eyes rolling back in his 2 

head and then that was it.   3 

DW:  Okay.  Can you kind of describe for me 4 

what Officer Alonzo did after his -- any movements 5 

he made or any motions he did or anything he did 6 

with his weapon after firing?   7 

JC:  I don't remember what he -- I didn't 8 

see what he did with his weapon after firing.  I 9 

know -- I know he was covering me when I went to 10 

kick the knife away.  And I remember him, when 11 

Frank came -- Officer Huerta came over to say he 12 

would -- he would cuff him, they talked about 13 

applying pressure bandages to his wounds.     14 

And -- and then I don't remember if I asked 15 

Senior Officer Alonzo or if he told me to block 16 

traffic with my unit 'cause I remember I then went 17 

and moved my unit back and parked it at an angle 18 

to block -- so nobody can come west on -- on 19 

Ventura Street.   20 

DW:  So --  21 

JC:  Which you will see right here.  22 

DW:  Okay.  So looking --  23 

JC:  My unit was originally by here.  24 

DW:  So that's not your unit in this photo?   25 

JC:  No, that's Frank's unit.  26 

DW:  So he moved his up?   27 
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JC:  Yes.  That's where he came when he 1 

came to back us up.  But my unit was originally 2 

about right here, but I backed it up here to 3 

block, so people couldn't come this way.   4 

DW:  Okay.  5 

JC:  After the shooting.  6 

DW:  Okay.  So this -- this black dot you 7 

put here earlier is representative of you or where 8 

your vehicle was at?   9 

JC:  Probably where my vehicle was at when 10 

I -- when I think about it now.   11 

DW:  Okay.  Let's take that Sharpie then 12 

and maybe put a little circle around, a little 13 

circle around that and then an "X" where you think 14 

you were at.  Okay.  And this -- this is 15 

approximate.  So --  16 

JC:  Yeah.  17 

DW:  Okay.  So you backed your car up and 18 

parked it just like that?   19 

JC:  Uh-huh.   20 

DW:  To block off traffic?   21 

JC:  Yes.  22 

DW:  When did that occur?  When did you 23 

move the car?   24 

JC:  When they were applying -- applying 25 

first aid to the victim, to the suspect.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  I'm sorry.  1 

DW:  So were you not -- were you not 2 

present to see the initial first aid?   3 

JC:  No.  4 

DW:  Okay.  Was the -- was the -- what, 5 

other than kicking the knife away, did you have 6 

any physical contact with the suspect?   7 

JC:  I never touched him, no.  8 

DW:  You never did?  Okay.  Let's -- let's 9 

back up to the part where Officer Huerta arrives 10 

on scene.  Walk me through what he does again that 11 

you see.   12 

JC:  I remember him coming -- coming in and 13 

saying okay, guys, you know, calm down, relax, 14 

something like that to -- and he just said I'll 15 

cuff him.  And he handcuffed him.  They rolled him 16 

over.  That's right, they rolled him over on his 17 

back.  And that's when I said he -- you know, he's 18 

dead, you know?   19 

DW:  So when you say "they," officer --  20 

JC:  Off- --  21 

DW:  Senior Officer Alonzo and Huerta 22 

physically rolled him over?   23 

JC:  I -- I -- one of the two did.  I don't 24 

know, or maybe both of them did.  I don't know.  25 

DW:  Okay, okay. 26 

JC:  I don't recall.  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

32 

 

DW:  Okay.   1 

JC:  And then that's when I went and 2 

blocked my unit.   3 

DW:  Okay.  After parking your car and 4 

blocking off the street like at this angle that I 5 

see in the photo, did it get moved again after 6 

that?  Are these photos represent, pretty accurate 7 

in the --  8 

JC:  Yes, it did not get --  9 

DW:  The vehicles weren't moved again?   10 

JC:  It -- did it -- yeah, they were not 11 

moved.  My unit was not moved.  I don't know about 12 

the others.  13 

DW:  How about Officer Huerta's car in this 14 

photo?  Do you think that's where it remained when 15 

he first got on scene and it hasn't been moved 16 

from this photo?   17 

JC:  I do not know if -- if it was moved or 18 

not.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.  So after you park your 20 

car, what did you do then?   21 

JC:  I went back to where they were 22 

attending to the suspect and Senior Officer Alonzo 23 

asked me to put up crime scene tape west of where 24 

we -- where we were at.  So I put up crime scene 25 

tape about this area here.  26 

DW:  Okay.  We can see tape in the 27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

33 

 

photograph.    That -- is that it?   1 

JC:  Yes.  2 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  What happened then?   3 

JC:  Then I went back -- back.  We were 4 

still waiting for fire and ambulance and I 5 

remember asking if they were en route, asking 6 

dispatch.  She -- she confirmed it.  And then I 7 

went back to where Senior Officer Alonzo was and 8 

he told me to start taking pictures of the scene.   9 

DW:  Okay.  Let's back up to the point 10 

right after the shots are fired.  Does any radio 11 

communication go out over the air?   12 

JC:  Yes.  I was getting ready to put out 13 

shots fired but I saw Senior Off- -- Senior 14 

Officer Alonzo do it first.   15 

DW:  Okay.   16 

JC:  So I stop.  17 

DW:  Do you remember -- do you remember 18 

what he put out on the radio?   19 

JC:  I just remember something about shots 20 

fired is all I -- it's all I re- -- all I recall.   21 

DW:  Okay.  How about you, did you put out 22 

any radio traffic?   23 

JC:  Other than ask -- then later on, 24 

asking if fire and ambulance was en route, no.  25 

DW:  Okay.  And they were?   26 

JC:  She confirmed, yes.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  So you're putting up crime 1 

scene tape.  Is anybody else on scene yet?  Any 2 

other officers?   3 

JC:  No.   4 

DW:  Okay.  5 

JC:  Just the three of us.   6 

DW:  Okay.  After -- so when you're putting 7 

up crime scene tape, what -- what's Officer Alonzo 8 

and Huerta doing?   9 

JC:  They're -- they're attending to the 10 

suspect.  I don't -- I don't know exactly what 11 

they were doing.  Then I remember the fire -- fire 12 

department arriving and I met them and I told them 13 

what we had.  And then I remember soon after that, 14 

paramedics arriving.  I told them what -- what 15 

happened.  I just told them it was an officer 16 

involved shooting.   17 

DW:  Did you see Officer Huerta handcuff 18 

the suspect?   19 

JC:  Yes.   20 

DW:  Do you know if the suspect was 21 

searched?   22 

JC:  I didn't see if he was searched,    23 

not -- I didn't see him, if it happen -- I didn't 24 

search him.  25 

DW:  Okay.  Other than the knife that you 26 

described earlier, could -- is there anything else 27 
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at the scene that -- that sticks out in your mind 1 

that you recall being present?   2 

JC:  I remember the guy wasn't wearing any 3 

shoes.  And so that's -- I thought that was kind 4 

of odd.  He had just -- just white socks on.  And 5 

I remember going back and looking at the knife 6 

that I kicked away and it was pretty big.  But 7 

nothing that unusual, I --  8 

DW:  Okay.  Did you recognize the suspect?   9 

JC:  No, I did not.  10 

DW:  Didn't look familiar to you at all?   11 

JC:  No.   12 

DW:  Okay.  Have you later learned who    13 

he -- who he is?   14 

JC:  No.   15 

DW:  So you have no idea who the suspect 16 

is?   17 

JC:  No, I do not.  18 

DW:  Okay, all right.  19 

JC:  I might -- I -- I might add something 20 

I   forgot -- forgot to tell you.  I remember 21 

asking -- when -- asking him, I think it's before 22 

Frank got there, I was asking him what his name 23 

was 'cause he was still -- I -- he -- he was still 24 

moving around and then -- and I -- I said it in 25 

Spanish, como se llama, como se llama?  And he 26 

wouldn't answer me.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  Okay.  So after you put up the 1 

crime scene tape, did you go back to where the 2 

suspect was and the two officers, Alonzo and 3 

Huerta?   4 

JC:  Actually Senior Officer Alonzo asked 5 

me to take pictures so I just was -- started 6 

taking pictures of the suspect when he was down, I 7 

was taking pictures of the cars on the both side 8 

of the street.  I took pictures of the paramedics 9 

after they pronounced him, just -- just taking 10 

pictures every -- you know.   11 

DW:  Okay.  Did you have any conversations 12 

with Huerta or Alonzo at the scene regarding the 13 

incident, that you recall?   14 

JC:  No.   15 

DW:  No?  Okay.  Did Officer Alonzo make 16 

any statements to you about what he saw from his 17 

point of view?   18 

JC:  He -- that -- that the suspect was way 19 

down the alley.  'Cause I asked him, I said where 20 

was he?  And said he was way down, he was down the 21 

alley.   22 

DW:  Uh-huh.  23 

JC:  And I remember him saying that.   24 

DW:  When did that conversation take place?  25 

Was that --  26 

JC:  After the sho- -- after he was 27 
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handcuffed and -- and he was pronounced dead.   1 

DW:  Immediately after or five minutes 2 

later or --  3 

JC:  Um --  4 

DW:  -- twenty minutes later?   5 

JC:  It -- I -- a couple of minutes, few 6 

minutes after he was pronounced dead.  I -- 'cause 7 

I said where did he -- where did he, you know, 8 

where did he come from, you know?  'Cause he   9 

just -- next thing I know he comes at a flash from 10 

this, behind this wall.  And he said he was down 11 

the alley and he pointed down the alley.  12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

JC:  Uh-huh.  14 

DW:  All right.  After -- getting back to 15 

the   shoot -- after the shooting, did you see 16 

where Officer -- Senior Officer Alonzo was 17 

standing?   18 

JC:  I -- I -- after the shots were fired?  19 

Yeah, he was behind me to my left because I --    20 

I -- I made eye contact with him.  First thing    21 

I -- I asked him was he okay?  And then I said 22 

well, cover me, I'm going to kick -- you know, 23 

move the weapon away from -- from his hand.  24 

DW:  Okay.  Well, what I mean by that is, 25 

did you see where he was in relation to his 26 

vehicle?   27 
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JC:  I would say probably back here when I 1 

first -- just estimate.  2 

DW:  Okay.   3 

JC:  'Cause the -- the vehicle looks like 4 

it's -- it's closer to me because this -- the -- 5 

the hatch is up.  6 

DW:  Right.  Okay.  So he's on the driver's 7 

side at the rear of the vehicle?   8 

JC:  Yeah.  And -- and --  9 

DW:  But offset a distance?   10 

JC:  In the eastbound lane of --  11 

DW:  Right.  12 

JC:  Of Ventura Street.   13 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.  Now I know at some 14 

point, how long did you stay on the scene before 15 

you were asked to go back to the station?   16 

JC:  I would say probably between twenty 17 

and thirty minutes at the most because I -- you 18 

know, the Sheriff's Department arrived and they -- 19 

you know, they took over -- over the scene for us 20 

and they were really good about that.  And yeah, 21 

about twenty to -- twenty to thirty minutes at the 22 

most.  23 

DW:  Okay.  I hate to jump around, but I'm 24 

going to go back to you said the fire department, 25 

fire and EMS showed up.   26 

JC:  Yes.  27 
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DW:  Were you present for that?   1 

JC:  Yes.  2 

DW:  Can you explain how that occurred?   3 

JC:  Well, I was -- I was walking down this 4 

area taking pictures and -- and they arrived.  And 5 

you know, they parked their -- their fire engine 6 

behind -- behind my -- my car.  7 

DW:  Uh-huh.  8 

JC:  And I just told them what happened, 9 

was going on briefly, just officer involved 10 

shooting.   11 

DW:  Right.  And did they go past you?   12 

JC:  Yes.   13 

DW:  To the body?   14 

JC:  Yes.  15 

DW:  Okay.  Did you see what -- any 16 

activity that they performed?  Did you --  17 

JC:  No, I did not.  18 

DW:  Were you witness to any of that?   19 

JC:  No, I --  20 

DW:  You were where now when that was 21 

occurring?   22 

JC:  I was down here taking photographs 23 

when -- when the fire department and then -- and 24 

then paramedics went up and attended to the -- to 25 

the suspect.   26 

DW:  Okay.  So you're pointing in the photo 27 
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here, you were --  1 

JC:  I was --  2 

DW:  When the fire department got there, 3 

you were --  4 

JC:  Yeah, I was east of my unit.  5 

DW:  Okay.  6 

JC:  Taking pictures of the -- of the -- 7 

all the cars here.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Anything you saw while you were 9 

taking photographs?   10 

JC:  A lot of blood drops on both sides of 11 

the sidewalk.  12 

DW:  On the north side and the south side 13 

of the sidewalk?   14 

JC:  Um --  15 

DW:  Here, you know what, I got -- I got a 16 

red pen.  17 

JC:  Def- -- I'm definitely north side.  18 

DW:  So use that where -- if you can mark 19 

where you think you might have saw --  20 

JC:  Definitely all north side -- sidewalk, 21 

there was blood drops.  There was blood drops in 22 

the street, just on the other side of these parked 23 

cars.   24 

DW:  Uh-huh.  25 

JC:  There was blood drops up around in 26 

here.  There was blood drops on the south side of 27 
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the Ventura Street.  There was even blood drops  1 

on -- on Palm.  2 

DW:  Uh-huh.  3 

JC:  Just south of Ventura Street.  I -- if 4 

I recall, I rem- -- there was some blood drops 5 

around here too.   6 

DW:  Did you walk this whole area?  Is that 7 

how   you --  8 

JC:  Yes, I -- and -- and I remember there 9 

was some people pointing.  There was blood, look 10 

at the blood in the area.  Just lookie-loos and 11 

then -- but there was blood drops all up and down 12 

the str- -- Ventura Street.  I remember seeing a 13 

lot of blood drops in this alley where he came 14 

from.  15 

DW:  Uh-huh.  16 

JC:  There was a lot of blood drops there.  17 

All the way up to where he was engaged.   18 

DW:  Okay.  What's going through your mind 19 

when you're seeing all this blood?   20 

JC:  What the hell happened here, you know?  21 

Is -- why is blood everywhere?  You know, I  22 

didn't -- it just wasn't making any sense.  23 

Because we hadn't -- and he engaged us over here 24 

and I couldn't understand why there was blood on 25 

both sides of the street; even on Palm.  It was 26 

just like, you know, what's -- I was just 27 
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wondering what the hell happened?   1 

DW:  Okay.  Earlier you mentioned you were 2 

taking -- you were walking up and down taking 3 

photos of cars.  And did you take photos of the 4 

blood?   5 

JC:  Yes.   6 

DW:  Is it --  7 

JC:  I am sure I missed some of it, but --  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

JC:  -- it's, you know, as best as my 10 

camera could take, what I did.   11 

DW:  What -- what camera are you using?   12 

JC:  I don't -- it -- it's a department 13 

issued camera.  It's a little red Canon I believe.  14 

DW:  Okay.  Do you know about how many 15 

photos you took?   16 

JC:  Oh, probably fifty to seventy-five.   17 

DW:  Okay.  18 

JC:  I don't know the exact amount.  19 

DW:  And were those maintained on like a 20 

chip?   21 

JC:  Yes.  22 

DW:  And what did you do with that?   23 

JC:  It's -- the camera's in my patrol bag.   24 

DW:  It's still in your patrol bag right 25 

now?   26 

JC:  Yes.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  So you have the memory card for 1 

that camera in your patrol bag?   2 

JC:  Yes, I do.  3 

DW:  Where's that at?   4 

JC:  My patrol bag, it's -- I took it home 5 

so it should be -- it's in my office at home.  6 

DW:  Okay, all right.  We took a lot of 7 

photos out there too, as you can imagine.  So --  8 

JC:  Yes.  9 

DW:  -- we may end up needing that later 10 

from you.  11 

JC:  Yeah, I understand.   12 

DW:  Okay.  As you're -- as you're drawing 13 

these blood droplets on the photograph here,   14 

they -- they continued on, on Palm also?   15 

JC:  Yeah, I didn't --  16 

DW:  Is that --  17 

JC:  I didn't go that far south on Palm.  I 18 

just --  19 

DW:  How -- how far did you go?   20 

JC:  Probably ten to fifteen feet, you 21 

know.  22 

DW:  Uh-huh.  23 

JC:  I just, you know --  24 

DW:  To the south or the north?   25 

JC:  South.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  And I -- and -- and I just kept seeing 1 

more blood drops.  So I just -- I just assume I 2 

would just let the investigators know, you know, 3 

that we had blood drops everywhere.  So I'm sure, 4 

I just assumed they would find them.   5 

DW:  Did you see any injuries to the 6 

suspect while you were out here?   7 

JC:  You know, from the gunshots?   8 

DW:  Any injuries.   9 

JC:  Obviously would be gun -- you know,   10 

I -- I saw a lot of blood when -- when he was 11 

turned over.   12 

DW:  Uh-huh.  13 

JC:  A lot of blood from up -- I remember 14 

the up -- upper left side of his body was a lot of 15 

blood.  I was kind of -- kind of shocked, you 16 

know?  I --  17 

AD:  He just asked you if there's any 18 

injuries.  19 

JC:  Okay.   20 

AD:  Okay?  That's all he asked you.   21 

JC:  Okay.  22 

AD:  And did you see anything other than 23 

the gunshots?   24 

JC:  Yeah.  There was a lot of blood.  25 

AD:  Okay.  26 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  'Cause, do you 27 
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recall what he was wearing?  Earlier you mentioned 1 

no shoes, but how about the rest of his --  2 

JC:  I don't recall.   3 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Did -- did you move 4 

or touch any other items at the scene at all?   5 

JC:  No.   6 

DW:  Other than kicking the knife away, 7 

taking photographs, and putting up crime scene 8 

tape, did you do anything else?   9 

JC:  No.   10 

DW:  Did you talk with anybody else?   11 

JC:  I talked to one of your sergeants, two 12 

of your sergeants.  13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

JC:  And just brief -- briefly talking with 15 

Officer Alonzo and Huerta but really --  16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

JC:  -- just our -- asking each other if 18 

we're okay.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Regarding your conversations 20 

you had with Alonzo and Huerta, did anybody make 21 

any statements that you can recall maybe knowing 22 

who this guy was or having dealt with him in the 23 

past or anything like that?   24 

JC:  I remember ask -- asking Senior 25 

Officer Alonzo, do you know who he is and he said 26 

no.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  All right.  When the Ventura 1 

Sheriff sergeants showed up, did you know who they 2 

were?   3 

JC:  I knew one of them.  We were in canine 4 

together, Sparks, Sergeant Sparks.  5 

DW:  Okay.  6 

JC:  And the other one, he gave us a ride 7 

back to the station, Sergeant Aguilar?   8 

DW:  Correct.  9 

JC:  I don't know him personally but I know 10 

him from -- from around the county.  11 

DW:  Okay.  Did you make any statements to 12 

them when they showed up or any other law 13 

enforcement personnel about the incident, about 14 

maybe --  15 

JC:  Ser- --  16 

DW:  -- what you observed or what you saw 17 

or what you did?   18 

JC:  Sergeant Sparks just wanted to know 19 

which direction we fired.  20 

DW:  Uh-huh.  21 

JC:  And you know, who fire -- I mean, 22 

that's all he wanted to know.  And it -- are -- 23 

were there any other outstanding suspects.   24 

DW:  Uh-huh.  25 

JC:  And he said that's all he wanted to 26 

know.   27 
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DW:  And who -- who answered that question?   1 

JC:  Actually both of us.   2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

JC:  You know, I -- I said I didn't fire 4 

but we both said shots went north.  5 

DW:  Okay.   6 

JC:  Senior Officer Alonzo and I both 7 

answered.  8 

DW:  Okay.  At -- at some point, did a 9 

member of your department of a higher rank either 10 

call you or show up on scene?   11 

JC:  Yes.  12 

DW:  Can you tell me about that?   13 

JC:  Commander Cordero arrived on scene.  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

JC:  And just -- just -- he didn't ask what 16 

happened.  He just asked us if we were okay and 17 

that's about it.   18 

DW:  Did he -- did he approach all you, all 19 

three of you officers?   20 

JC:  Yes, he did.   21 

DW:  Any statements made then?   22 

JC:  Not -- not -- not that I recall.  I 23 

remember him ask -- asking him if the Sheriff's 24 

Department was going to investigate this and he 25 

said he didn't know at that point.   26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  But nothing, other than that, I   1 

don't -- nothing that stands out.  2 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  What happened then?   3 

JC:  Sergeant Aguilar said I'm going to 4 

take you -- you guys back to the station and I 5 

went and got my patrol bag and the three of us 6 

went back to the station in Sergeant Aguilar's 7 

SUV.  8 

DW:  Okay.  He transported all three of you 9 

in his vehicle?   10 

JC:  Yes.  11 

DW:  Okay.  Did you guys discuss the 12 

incident while you were in his vehicle?   13 

JC:  No.  14 

DW:  Okay.  And he drove you guys back to 15 

the station?   16 

JC:  Yes.   17 

DW:  Where did you guys go once you got to 18 

the station?   19 

JC:  I went into dispatch and -- and -- and 20 

asked the Dispatcher  if she was okay.  She 21 

told me yeah, and she -- she ask -- she wanted to 22 

know if we were okay and I told her yes.  And then 23 

I went into the squad room.  24 

DW:  Okay.  Is that the -- the briefing 25 

room?   26 

JC:  Yes.  27 
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DW:  It is?  They call it the squad room?   1 

JC:  Yes.  2 

DW:  Okay.  What about Officer Alonzo and 3 

Huerta, where did they go?   4 

JC:  They came -- came to the -- the squad 5 

room with -- also and then -- then we were told  6 

to -- to separate.   7 

DW:  Who -- who told you that?   8 

JC:  I don't recall at who, I just remember 9 

we were told by someone to sep- -- to go in 10 

different rooms.  I don't remember exactly who it 11 

was.   12 

DW:  Somebody from your department?   13 

JC:  I -- yes, I believe.  14 

DW:  Okay.  And what happened?   15 

JC:  I went into the break room.  I -- 16 

Senior Officer Alonzo volunteered to go into the 17 

records room and Officer Huerta stayed in the 18 

squad room.   19 

DW:  Okay.  And at -- did you talk about 20 

the incident with any of the other officers from 21 

your agency?   22 

JC:  No.   23 

DW:  How about with the two officers that 24 

were out with you at the scene, Huerta and Alonzo?  25 

Did you -- did you speak with them again about the 26 

matter?   27 
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JC:  No.  1 

DW:  When you guys were separated, did you 2 

ever come back together as a group, the three of 3 

you in -- in the same room while you were at Santa 4 

Paula PD that day?   5 

AD:  Other than just to have a snack or 6 

eat?  I mean, I think they came at you and ate, 7 

but I'm going to allow some of this questioning.  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

AD:  But I'm going to shut it down pretty 10 

soon.  11 

DW:  Okay, all right.   12 

AD:  Okay.  So, I mean, we can talk about 13 

the shooting, we can talk about all these --  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

AD:  -- things.   16 

DW:  All right.  17 

AD:  But you're going astray.  18 

DW:  Okay.  I just want to --  19 

AD:  In my opinion.  20 

DW:  He mentioned that they had -– they   21 

had --  22 

AD:  They never --    23 

You guys never --  24 

DW:  -- separated.  25 

AD:  -- got together and talked about this 26 

incident?   27 
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JC:  No.   1 

AD:  Okay.  2 

DW:  That was going to be my next question.  3 

So, okay.  All right.     4 

Do you -- you have a -- did you wear a 5 

Body-Worn Camera during that shift?   6 

JC:  I -- I had it on me, but I didn't have 7 

a chance to turn it on.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Just to familiarize myself with 9 

it, do you know what kind of camera it is?   10 

JC:  I don't recall the exact of -- name of 11 

the camera that we use.  It's not the ones that 12 

your department uses.  It's a different brand.  13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

JC:  But it's -- it looks like a pager type 15 

cam- -- camera, size.   16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

JC:  It's smaller.   18 

DW:  Did you -- did you check one out at 19 

the beginning of that shift that day?   20 

JC:  I was issued one when they -- we first 21 

got them so I just, I had it with me.   22 

DW:  Okay.  See, everybody just use 23 

different -- with us, we do check them out I 24 

think.   25 

JC:  Uh-huh.  26 

DW:  At the beginning of the shift.  So  27 
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you -- you -- it's like a piece of equipment you 1 

take home with you or put it in your locker?   2 

JC:  It stays in my locker unless need -- 3 

unless it needs charging.  4 

DW:  Okay.  But you were wearing one that 5 

shift?   6 

JC:  Yes.  7 

DW:  Did you test it prior to your shift to 8 

see if it worked?   9 

JC:  No.  10 

DW:  No, okay.  Did you have it on at any 11 

point during this in- -- either before the 12 

incident, during the incident, or after the 13 

incident?   14 

JC:  No.   15 

DW:  So there's no footage from your camera 16 

in relation to this incident?   17 

JC:  As far as I know, no.   18 

DW:  Okay, all right.  With regard to the 19 

other two officers, do you know if they had their 20 

cameras on?   21 

JC:  I -- I know they said they did.   22 

DW:  Okay.  Did you learn in speaking with 23 

either Huerta or Alonzo whether any of it was 24 

captured on vi- -- their body cams?   25 

JC:  I did not, no.  26 

DW:  Okay.  So I guess I'm saying, maybe in 27 
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discussion afterwards, did -- did it ever come up, 1 

hey, were you recording?  Hey, were you recording?  2 

Or yeah, I got that to tape or no, I didn't get 3 

that on tape.  Did that ever come up?   4 

JC:  No.   5 

DW:  Okay.  Did you ever turn over your 6 

Body-Worn Camera to anybody after the incident 7 

when you get back to the station?   8 

JC:  Yes, I did.  9 

DW:  You did?  Okay.  Who did you give that 10 

to?   11 

JC:  I -- I believe -- I believe it was 12 

Sergeant Madison.  13 

DW:  Okay.  And do you know what he did 14 

with it?   15 

JC:  No.   16 

DW:  Okay.  What's the normal process for 17 

downloading that camera?  Does -- does it get -- 18 

when you put it in the charger, is that -- does 19 

that download it, do you know?   20 

JC:  I don't know the -- I'm not computer 21 

savvy so   I don't know the exact -- exactly how 22 

it's done.  I usually ask one of the more computer 23 

savvy officers to do it for me.  So --  24 

DW:  Okay.  Have you had an opportunity 25 

with your attorney to view any of the footage that 26 

was captured that day?   27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

54 

 

JC:  No.  1 

DW:  Okay.  All right.     2 

Partner?   3 

CM:  No.  No. 4 

DW:  No?  Okay.  5 

CM:  Want to take a short break?   6 

DW:  Take a short break?  All right.   7 

We're going to take a break.  8 

JC:  Okay.   9 

DW:  And then we'll come back in.  Pause 10 

the --  11 

 12 

        (BREAK TAKEN)  13 

 14 

        DW:  Okay.  It is approximately 1410 15 

hours.  We just took a short intermission from the 16 

interview and we are back; same people in the 17 

room; Detective Sergeant Dean Worthy, Detective 18 

Ser- --  19 

CM:  Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias.   20 

JC:  Officer Coffelt.  21 

AD:  And attorney Andrew Dawson.   22 

DW:  Okay.     23 

Carlos here has a question for you.   24 

CM:  Hey, you were talking about earlier, 25 

that you saw Officer Alonzo remove his weapon so 26 

you removed your -- your taser.  Tell me about 27 
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that.  You said that you didn't see -- originally 1 

see the suspect coming.  So tell me about when you 2 

re- -- drew your taser, tell me about that again.  3 

JC:  It's pretty much our -- our -- the way 4 

we do things on -- you know, on a subject with a 5 

knife.  One person has lethal and one person has 6 

less lethal.  So we have that option available.  I 7 

saw that he had -- he went to his gun, so I went 8 

less lethal and so we had that option.  But I 9 

didn't have the option to use it.  10 

CM:  Okay.  You described earlier that when 11 

you did have your taser out in your hand, you made 12 

a motion that you made it like you brought up -- 13 

brought up the taser at about eye level?   14 

JC:  Correct.  15 

CM:  How you did before?  Tell me what -- 16 

what you were thinking right then?   17 

JC:  I was hoping that I could get a -- a 18 

shot off on him with the taser.  But as I was 19 

starting to go to -- to -- to aim, I heard a 20 

volley of shots and he immediately went out of -- 21 

went down.   22 

CM:  Okay.  So were you within taser --  23 

how -- how do I want to say, reach or --  24 

JC:  Range?   25 

CM:  -- aim or of the --  26 

JC:  Range?     27 
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AD:  Distance. 1 

CM:  Range, taser range?   2 

JC:  Yes.  But it was -- it was still -- it 3 

would have been very difficult because I was at an 4 

angle so -- and he was a running target so it 5 

would have been a very difficult shot with a taser 6 

to make.   7 

CM:  Uh-huh.  8 

JC:  But it happened so fast, that was my 9 

only option at that moment.  10 

CM:  Okay.  If you would have had your gun 11 

in your hand, would that have changed anything?   12 

JC:  Yes.   13 

CM:  What would that have changed?   14 

JC:  I -- I would -- I would most like -- I 15 

would think I would have shot, start -- shot him.   16 

CM:  Why is that?   17 

JC:  Because he was a -- I saw him running 18 

full -- at a high rate of speed right at my 19 

partner.  I saw the knife, saw, you know, the 20 

deadly threat and he was -- was obvious his intent 21 

was to try to hurt one of us.  So I would -- at 22 

that point deadly force to me was justified.  But 23 

I -- 'cause I didn't have my gun and I didn't use 24 

it.   25 

CM:  Okay, all right.   26 

DW:  You good?   27 
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CM:  Yes.  1 

DW:  Okay.   2 

  You mention the word "volley" a couple of times.  3 

So for me when I hear volley, I think of a break 4 

in the action or a pause or two different events.  5 

JC:  Okay.  6 

DW:  And -- and I need to just kind of 7 

outline whether that is the case or that's just a 8 

word you're using to describe gunshots.  'Cause 9 

you said you heard four to six shots.  Were they 10 

in succession, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom 11 

or was it a couple shots, then a pause, then a 12 

couple more shots?   13 

JC:  It's suc- -- in succession.  14 

DW:  Okay.  So you're just using the word 15 

volley to describe shooting?   16 

JC:  Yes.  17 

DW:  Okay.  And it was constant shooting?   18 

JC:  Yes.   19 

DW:  Once it started, it continued till it 20 

stopped and then the never shoot -- the shooting 21 

never happened again?   22 

JC:  Correct.  23 

DW:  Understood, got it.  Okay.  The photos 24 

that are in your camera, in your -- your war bag 25 

or whatever you call it that's at home.  26 

JC:  Patrol bag.   27 
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DW:  Patrol bag.  Is the -- the -- the card 1 

for that still in the camera?   2 

JC:  Yes.   3 

DW:  Have you showed those photos from that 4 

camera to anybody?   5 

JC:  No.  I showed them to -- I believe I 6 

showed one to you.   7 

AD:  Yeah.  He's not including 8 

attorney/client stuff, but --  9 

JC:  Okay.  Just --  10 

DW:  Yeah.  That's between you and him.  11 

So, okay.  We're going to need to get that from 12 

you eventually.  So we'll make arrangements for 13 

that.   14 

        Earlier you brought up that, how you were 15 

walking around the area, putting up crime scene 16 

tape and lookie-loos were pointing out to you 17 

other locations of blood?  Do you think any of 18 

these lookie-loos were actually witnesses to the 19 

incident or did anybody make any statements to 20 

you, citizens that is, I saw it or did that occur?   21 

JC:  I remember, I would ask people 22 

whenever I saw someone, I would ask them if they 23 

saw something.  24 

DW:  Okay.  25 

JC:  And they would just say no.   26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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JC:  And I don't know if there was a 1 

language barrier or what but nobody -- everybody 2 

would say no.  3 

DW:  Okay.  'Cause obviously if it's a 4 

witness, we want to talk to those people.   5 

JC:  Correct.   6 

DW:  Are you aware of anybody that you 7 

spoke with that might have knowledge of the 8 

incident that saw it or -- or --  9 

JC:  No.  10 

DW:  During the time period when you were 11 

walking around?   12 

JC:  No.  13 

DW:  Okay.  Getting back to the suspect 14 

coming at -- in the direction of Officer Alonzo 15 

with the knife, do you -- and this is just your -- 16 

your perception of it, which is important.  I'm -- 17 

which we want to get.  Do you -- do you think he 18 

ever saw you?   19 

JC:  I -- I do not know but I -- 'cause I 20 

saw that his head was pointed directly straight 21 

ahead.   22 

DW:  Okay.  When you say straight ahead, 23 

directed toward Officer Alonzo?   24 

JC:  Correct.  25 

DW:  Okay.  Did you at any point hear 26 

Officer Alonzo give any commands?   27 
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JC:  I heard drop the knife.  1 

DW:  Okay.  Walk me through hearing that, 2 

exactly what was occurring when you heard that.  3 

JC:  I heard drop the knife and I look -- 4 

was looking, and all of a sudden he popped out 5 

from the -- behind the wall.  6 

DW:  Okay, okay.  All right.  So before the 7 

shots are fired, before you even see the suspect, 8 

you heard drop the knife coming out of Officer 9 

Alonzo?   10 

JC:  Yes.  11 

DW:  Do you know, was it loud?   12 

JC:  I -- loud enough for me to hear it.  13 

DW:  Okay.  Do you know how many times he 14 

said that?   15 

JC:  More than one -- more than two.   16 

DW:  Okay.  And it -- after you hear that, 17 

what happens?   18 

JC:  I see him pop out from behind the 19 

wall.  20 

DW:  Okay.  21 

JC:  With the knife over his head and then 22 

I heard the gunshots.  23 

DW:  Okay.  Was it in English or Spanish 24 

that he gave those commands?   25 

JC:  English.  26 

DW:  It was in English?  Okay.  Did you 27 
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ever hear in Spanish?  Or was --  1 

JC:  I did not hear.  So -- 2 

DW:  Okay.  And I -- one last question 3 

unless anything pops up.  From the time Alonzo, 4 

that you see gets -- he gets out of his patrol 5 

car, to the time of the shots are fired, how much 6 

ballpark time are we talking about?  It's the time 7 

he gets out of his unit to the time the shots are 8 

fired.   9 

JC:  I would say less than twenty seconds.  10 

DW:  Less than twenty seconds?   11 

JC:  Uh-huh.  12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

JC:  Definitely.  14 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Anything?     15 

You got anything, partner?   16 

CM:  No, sir.   17 

DW:  Okay, Officer Coffelt, I really 18 

appreciate you coming in.  Before we leave, do you 19 

mind -- we're going to book these obviously so 20 

would you mind just signing and initialing or a 21 

signature is fine and the -- it's 4-13-2017 at 22 

1420 hours.   23 

Are you still, are you off?   24 

AD:  I'm off, I turned off.  25 

JC:  What's the date today?  14th?  What's 26 

the date?   27 
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DW:  All right, they're --  1 

AD:  13th.   2 

DW:  They're throwing me another question, 3 

man.  I'm sorry.  4 

JC:  That's all right.   5 

DW:  I apologize.   6 

AD:  Ah.   7 

DW:  I'm sorry.  I know.   8 

AD:  I am a very patient person here.  9 

Killing me.  10 

DW:  Well, I -- I was hoping they'd send in 11 

another text, realize it, but --  12 

AD:  Back on?   13 

DW:  Yeah.  You good?   14 

AD:  Go ahead.  15 

DW:  I'm sorry.     16 

Okay.  So ballpark distance between  17 

Officer -- Senior Officer Alonzo and the suspect?   18 

AD:  At what time?   19 

DW:  When the shooting occurs.   20 

JC:  When the shooting occurs?  I don't 21 

know because I didn't see Officer Alonzo shooting 22 

because he was behind me and to my left.  23 

DW:  Uh-huh.  24 

JC:  I could only -- so I don't know.   25 

DW:  Okay.  Well, the -- let -- then I'll 26 

put it this way:  Did you see where the suspect 27 
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ultimately ended up facedown?   1 

JC:  Yes.  2 

DW:  That location?  How much further back 3 

was he before he fell when the shots were fired?   4 

JC:  Mean, where he was at --  5 

DW:  So --  6 

JC:  -- when the shots, first shot was 7 

fired?   8 

DW:  App- -- approximately.   9 

JC:  I would say right about there.  10 

DW:  Okay.  So he --  11 

JC:  Somewhere in that area.  12 

DW:  So based on the mark you're putting on 13 

the -- the photo, he's southbound --  14 

JC:  He --  15 

DW:  -- down the driveway.  He's already 16 

stepped off the curb and into the roadway by the 17 

time the shots are fired?   18 

JC:  That's what it -- what it appeared to 19 

me, yes.  20 

DW:  Okay, okay.   21 

CM:  Hey, I'm sorry.  Just so that way I'm 22 

clear later, do you -- do you mind just marking 23 

that with like an "A" or something like that or --  24 

DW:  Here, use this blue one here.  25 

JC:  "A"?   26 

CM:  Yeah, 'cause --  27 
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DW:  Okay.  And believe that's it.  It -- 1 

I'm going to give them ten seconds to send us a 2 

text.   3 

AD:  Dude, the clock is ticking.   4 

DW:  Yeah, yeah.  5 

CM:  I have no other questions.  6 

DW:  Is that what it says?   7 

CM:  Yeah.  8 

DW:  Okay.  Thank you guys very much.  9 

AD:  Okay.   10 

DW:  I appreciate it.   11 

AD:  No problem.   12 

DW:  We're going to go ahead and shut the 13 

recording off right now at 1420 hours.    14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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     Interview of Officer Frank Huerta  1 

  Major Crimes / Special Services Building  2 

         4-13-17 / 1435 hrs 3 

  4 

CM:  Going on.   5 

DW:  I'm recording and (INAUDIBLE).  6 

Okay.  Today's date is April 13th, 2017.  7 

It's approximately 1435 hours.  We're here at the 8 

Major Crimes Special Services building and -- in 9 

Camarillo.  Myself present is Detective Sergeant 10 

Dean Worthy, with my partner.   11 

CM:  Detective Sergeant Carlos Macias.   12 

FH:  Officer Frank Huerta.   13 

AD:  And attorney Andrew Dawson from Dawson 14 

& Riley.   15 

DW:  Okay.  Now that we're all here on the 16 

record, Officer Huerta, thank you for coming in.  17 

I understand that you've had some time to talk 18 

with your attorney the last couple of days and you 19 

have agreed to come and give us a voluntary 20 

statement as to the incident that took place on 21 

Sunday?   22 

FH:  That is correct, I do.  23 

DW:  Okay.  Right -- right off the bat, I'd 24 

just like to get a little bit of preliminary 25 

questions, a little basic, your law enforcement 26 
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background and your experience.     1 

Let's start with how many years have you 2 

been in law enforcement?   3 

FH:  Full time, about eleven and a half 4 

years.   5 

DW:  Okay.   6 

FH:  As a reserve, for three years for the 7 

city of Port Hueneme.  8 

DW:  Okay.  So you've been with Santa Paula 9 

for eleven and a half?   10 

FH:  Eleven and a half years with Santa 11 

Paula.  12 

DW:  And then three-plus years as a reserve 13 

with Hueneme?   14 

FH:  That's correct.   15 

DW:  Okay.  What's your current rank right 16 

now?   17 

FH:  I am a patrol officer.  18 

DW:  Okay.  And your assignment?   19 

FH:  Is the patrol division.  20 

DW:  What are some of your duties and 21 

responsibilities in your current assignment?   22 

FH:  Just handle all call for services --  23 

DW:  Okay.  24 

FH:  -- provided by dispatch.  25 

DW:  With -- within the city of Santa 26 

Paula?   27 
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FH:  Santa Paula.  1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

FH:  That's correct.  3 

DW:  All right.  Who -- who is the 4 

supervisor in Santa Paula on -- on a regular 5 

workday for patrol?   6 

FH:  I would say Macias, Allen Macias.   7 

DW:  What is his rank?   8 

FH:  He's a -- he's a senior officer at -- 9 

acting as a sergeant.  10 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  So let -- let's go 11 

to Sundays.  On your average Sunday in Santa Paula 12 

PD, who is the supervisor or what rank I should 13 

ask, what rank is the supervisor?   14 

FH:  I -- I would -- I don't know that 15 

answer, only because that was my first week on 16 

patrol.  17 

DW:  Sunday --  18 

FH:  Sunday.  19 

DW:  -- was your first week on patrol?   20 

FH:  That is correct.  That was my first 21 

Sunday working on patrol since I've been back from 22 

detectives.  23 

DW:  Oh, okay.  So you've been in 24 

investigations?   25 

FH:  Yes.  26 

DW:  Well, let's go to there.  Run me 27 
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through that.  What was your last assignment?   1 

FH:  I was assigned to the detective 2 

division.  3 

DW:  With Santa Paula PD?   4 

FH:  With Santa Paula, working Major 5 

Crimes.  6 

DW:  Okay, all right.  And Sunday was your 7 

first shift on patrol or your first Sunday?   8 

FH:  First Sunday.  9 

DW:  Okay.  You had been back to patrol a 10 

couple shifts prior to that?   11 

FH:  Three shifts prior.  12 

DW:  Three shifts?  Okay.  Okay.  So if you 13 

don't know the answer -- let me ask you this, is 14 

it possible a senior officer, someone with two 15 

stripes, could be in charge of the patrol shift?   16 

FH:  Yes, that's very possible.   17 

DW:  Okay.  Regarding the day, last Sunday 18 

was April 9th, the day of the -- the incident, how 19 

many officers were on shift that day?   20 

FH:  There was a total of three of us.  21 

DW:  Okay.  Yourself?   22 

FH:  Myself.  23 

DW:  Uh-huh.  Who else?   24 

FH:  Officer John Coffelt.  25 

DW:  Uh-huh.  26 

FH:  And acting senior, Matt Alonzo, who 27 
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was acting as a watch commander.   1 

DW:  Okay.  So Alonzo was the watch 2 

commander that day?   3 

FH:  That is correct.  4 

DW:  What does that mean?   5 

FH:  That means that he acts as a 6 

supervisor.  He's the one that's in charge of us.  7 

He's the one that we report to.  8 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Let's talk about  9 

the -- the start of your -- your shift of that 10 

day, April 9th.  What time does your shift start 11 

on that Sunday?   12 

FH:  0545 hours.   13 

DW:  And what time did you arrive at work?   14 

FH:  I would say about 0530 hours.   15 

DW:  Okay.  Walk me -- walk us through   16 

the -- the process of you arriving at work and, 17 

you know, kind of the -- what you did to prepare 18 

that day for your shift.   19 

FH:  Oh, I walk inside the locker room, put 20 

on my uniform and just start ready for briefing.  21 

Once B-watch cleared, then you know, we sit down 22 

and we wait for our watch commander to start 23 

discussing the actual call for service that was 24 

conducted by the previous shift.   25 

DW:  Okay.  Anything of note that they 26 

passed along to you guys?   27 
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FH:  Nothing that I could remember.   1 

DW:  Nothing of significance that --  2 

FH:  No.  3 

DW:  Okay.  That would have impacted your 4 

day that day?   5 

FH:  That is correct.  6 

DW:  Either negatively or positively?   7 

FH:  No.  I don't remember anything --  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

FH:  -- they do.   10 

DW:  All right.  So who -- who gave the -- 11 

the shift briefing?   12 

FH:  It was Matt Alonzo.  13 

DW:  Okay.  Did he have anything to provide 14 

information wise to -- to you and Officer Coffelt 15 

during briefing?   16 

FH:  No.  He was just reading the CFS log 17 

provided to him by dispatch.  18 

DW:  What's CFS?   19 

FH:  Call for service.  20 

DW:  Okay.  21 

FH:  From the previous night.  22 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Did -- were you 23 

made aware of some information while at this 24 

briefing?   25 

FH:  Yes, I was.  26 

DW:  Why don't you tell us about that.   27 
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FH:  Well, as we were -- as Matt Alonzo was 1 

conducting briefing,  , who's our 2 

dispatcher, walks in with two call for services 3 

that needed to be addressed.     4 

One of them was a stolen vehicle.  It was 5 

an unreported stolen -- stolen vehicle that 6 

Ventura County Sheriff's had gone in pursuit with 7 

and at that time the -- the owner of the vehicle 8 

had noticed that his vehicle had been taken, so 9 

that needed to be addressed.  And the second one 10 

was a guy with a knife.   11 

DW:  Okay.  Let's talk about the guy with 12 

the knife call.  13 

FH:  Uh-huh.  14 

DW:  What information did she tell you guys 15 

about that?   16 

FH:  That she was received a call that 17 

there was a -- a male subject in the 100 block of 18 

East Ventura that was walking around with a knife 19 

or was seen with a knife.  20 

DW:  Uh-huh.  21 

FH:  And that's -- they -- that was all the 22 

information that was provided that I remember.   23 

DW:  Okay.  Did she provide any information 24 

about the -- the reporting party?   25 

FH:  No.  26 

DW:  Okay.  You mentioned your shift 27 
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started at 5:45, what time approximately do you 1 

think this occurred when she walked into the 2 

briefing room and told you guys about the two 3 

calls?   4 

FH:  I don't remember what time.  5 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  So it -- does she 6 

have any other information to provide you about 7 

the -- this -- this man with a knife call?   8 

FH:  Nothing, not that I can remember.   9 

DW:  Okay.  Do you recall perhaps her 10 

giving a description or the location of the call?   11 

FH:  I remember the location being 100 East 12 

Ventura only because it's my beat area that I --  13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

FH:  That I was assigned to.  15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

FH:  She probably gave a description but at 17 

that time I don't remember if she did or did not.  18 

I don't recall.  19 

DW:  Understood, okay.  Tell me about that 20 

location.  Are you familiar with the area?   21 

FH:  Yes, I am.  22 

DW:  What -- what can you tell me about 23 

that area?  Is it --  24 

FH:  Oh, it's -- the 100 block East Ventura 25 

is comprised of multiunit single family like, I 26 

don't know if they call them town homes or condos.  27 
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DW:  Right.  1 

FH:  But it's -- you know, it dead ends at 2 

the end of the 100 block East Ventura.  There's 3 

probably about sixty units throughout the  East 4 

Ventura Street.  5 

DW:  Right, okay.  6 

FH:  And -- and I know it's a area known to 7 

a lot of violence.  8 

DW:  Okay.  9 

FH:  And it's known as the Crimies 10 

apartments 'cause it's effectuated with a lot of 11 

them; street gangs, especially specifically to the 12 

Crimies.  13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

FH:  That's how I'm familiar with that 15 

place.  16 

DW:  Okay.  For someone who is listening to 17 

this recording and is not familiar with Santa 18 

Paula, is Crimies one of the local gangs there?   19 

FH:  That is correct.  20 

DW:  Okay.  And so you've been to that 21 

location   ma- -- I'm sure in the past before?   22 

FH:  Multiple times.  23 

DW:  Multiple times.  Okay.  Is there 24 

anything going on in your head as you -- as you -- 25 

she's briefing you on the call for service and the 26 

location?  You know the area, you hear the call, 27 
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are there some considerations that's going on in 1 

your head at this point?   2 

FH:  No.   3 

DW:  Okay.  At some point tell me about how 4 

the -- you and the other two officers leave the 5 

station and who's going to what call, what's 6 

decided upon?  Can you walk me -- walk us through 7 

that?   8 

FH:  Yeah.  Well, initially I was going to 9 

go to a different call, to the -- to the stolen 10 

vehicle call.  But at that time, I was -- I was 11 

told by Watch Commander Alonzo for me to go to the 12 

stolen vehicle call.  And then Alonzo and Coffelt 13 

were going to handle the guy with the knife.     14 

But then a second call came in at that 15 

time, reference a second reporting party call that 16 

there was a guy with a knife.  At that time Alonzo 17 

had me to assist them with the guy with the knife 18 

and the stolen vehicle could pend, which, you 19 

know, I agreed with him.   20 

DW:  Okay.  Had -- had you guys left the 21 

station yet when the second call came in or were 22 

you still at the station?   23 

FH:  We were still at the station.   24 

DW:  Okay.  And the -- the dispatcher tells 25 

you this information?   26 

FH:  Alonzo.  27 
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DW:  Alonzo did?   1 

FH:  Yeah.  2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

FH:  Told me it was --  4 

DW:  And then it's decided upon by him that 5 

you're all going to go?   6 

FH:  That is correct.   7 

DW:  Okay.  What happened then?   8 

FH:  Then from there we end up -- I end up 9 

walking outside, I remember forgetting my camera 10 

so what I did is, I actually, I ran back.  I mean, 11 

I ran outside and then I ended up leaving my bag 12 

outside the front door, then I ended up going back 13 

inside the station, retrieving my camera because 14 

we're supposed to have our cameras regardless.  It 15 

had nothing to do with the situation, it was 16 

just--  17 

DW:  Uh-huh.  18 

FH:  -- we're assigned cameras.  So then I 19 

go outside, Alonzo leaves.  Go ahead.  20 

DW:  Are you -- what camera are you --  21 

FH:  It's a body camera.  22 

DW:  The body camera, Body-Worn Camera.  23 

FH:  Sorry.  24 

DW:  Okay.  That's okay.  I was just 25 

wondering if it was a --  26 

FH:  Yeah.  27 
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DW:  One of these kind of cameras.   1 

FH:  No.  It's a body camera.  2 

DW:  Okay, go ahead.  I apologize.   3 

FH:  So then as I'm walking out, Matt 4 

Alonzo leaves in his SUV and then -- and then John 5 

Coffelt leaves behind Alonzo and then I follow 6 

behind John.  So then we end up heading towards 7 

the location.   8 

DW:  Okay.  Being familiar with the area --  9 

FH:  I'm very familiar with the area.  10 

DW:  -- and -- and the layout of Santa 11 

Paula, what -- is it a far drive from the station?   12 

FH:  No.   13 

DW:  Okay.  Nothing you had to get on the 14 

freeway for?   15 

FH:  No.  16 

DW:  Do you recall the route you took to 17 

get there?   18 

FH:  Yes, I do.  19 

DW:  Could you tell us?   20 

FH:  Yes.  I made a -- exiting the rear 21 

parking -- the west parking lot of the police 22 

department towards Mill Street.  Then we end up 23 

going south on Mill and then we end up going west 24 

on Harvard and then we end up going north on Palm.  25 

And from Palm, end up going west on Ventura 26 

Street.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  Is this a -- a code response, a 1 

Code 3 response or no?   2 

FH:  No.  3 

DW:  Okay.  Now, you mention the other two 4 

officers, Senior Alon- -- Alonzo and Officer 5 

Coffelt had already left as you're loading up 6 

'cause you forgot your camera; is that correct?   7 

FH:  Um --  8 

DW:  Did they already drive out of the 9 

parking lot?   10 

FH:  No.  They were leaving as I walked out 11 

the second time.  12 

DW:  Okay.  With your camera?   13 

FH:  With my camera.  14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

FH:  Correct.  16 

DW:  All right.  So they had a head start 17 

on you?   18 

FH:  That's correct.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Walk us through what you're 20 

thinking as you're -- as you're driving to this 21 

call, man with a knife call.   22 

FH:  Just -- just trying visualize the 23 

area --  24 

DW:  Yeah.  25 

FH:  -- where this person was at.  I wasn't 26 

too sure exactly where this person was at because 27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

14 

 

at that time I don't remember exactly what area, 1 

other than the 100 East Ventura that dispatch had 2 

provided.  3 

DW:  Uh-huh.  Did -- did dispatch either in 4 

person or on the radio provide a description of 5 

the suspect?   6 

FH:  I requested that information once I 7 

arrived on scene.  8 

DW:  And did you receive that information?   9 

FH:  Yes, I did.  10 

DW:  Could you tell us about that?   11 

FH:  Yeah.  So Alonzo went 10-97 and then 12 

Officer Coffelt arrived on scene and he used my 13 

call sign as well, you know, that he arrived on 14 

scene.  He also said that I -- that he arrived, 15 

that I arrived as well.   16 

DW:  Okay.  17 

FH:  So at that time, I end up contacting 18 

dispatch and advising last known of -- I contacted 19 

dispatch advise me description --  20 

DW:  Okay.  21 

FH:  -- of the suspect as well as last seen 22 

location.  23 

DW:  Uh-huh.  24 

FH:  So dispatch provided a description as 25 

well as the last location of the suspect.  And at 26 

that time I proceeded to go to that direction 27 
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where that suspect was last seen.  1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

FH:  That was in the  east alley of 3 

Ventura Street.  4 

DW:  Okay.     5 

Yes?   6 

AD:  Can we just go off the record for one 7 

second?   8 

DW:  Yeah, yeah.  9 

 10 

        (BREAK TAKEN)  11 

 12 

AD:  We're back on.   13 

DW:  Okay, we're back on.   14 

FH:  So anyways, so dispatch provided the 15 

description as well as last known location, which 16 

was the 100 blo- --  East Ventura Street.  So 17 

then I observed Alonzo and Coffelt proceed west on 18 

Ventura Street, passing the east alley of .    19 

So when you come at a situation like that, 20 

you separate, you don't just caravan.  21 

DW:  Right.  22 

FH:  So the logic thing for me to do is 23 

check the area of  where he was last known, 24 

where he was last seen so that's what I did.  I 25 

turned left, proceeded south in the east alley of 26 

 East Ventura Street and just proceeded moving 27 
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forward, looking for the suspect.   1 

DW:  Okay.  Did you see anything when you 2 

went into that alley?   3 

FH:  No, I did not.  4 

DW:  Okay.  What -- what'd you do next?   5 

FH:  Just proceeded heading south, just 6 

very slow, looking to my left, looking to my 7 

right.  Left is carports but there's trash cans 8 

between the carports, but they're closed garages.  9 

DW:  Uh-huh.  10 

FH:  And the right is the complex, the 11 

entrance.  I was just going super slow and just 12 

looking for a guy that matched the description 13 

provided by dispatch.  14 

DW:  Okay.  And what was that description?   15 

FH:  It was gray shirt, dark jeans,  16 

regular -- that's --  17 

DW:  Gray shirt, dark jeans?   18 

FH:  And dark jeans, yeah.   19 

DW:  Did --  20 

FH:  That's what I vaguely remember.  21 

DW:  Sex, ethnicity?   22 

FH:  I think it was a Hispanic male, but I 23 

vaguely remember at the time.  24 

DW:  Okay.  25 

FH:  What I knew at that time.  So I was 26 

looking for him.   27 
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DW:  What were Senior Officer Alonzo and 1 

Officer Coffelt doing while you were down in the 2 

alley?   3 

FH:  I don't know.   4 

DW:  You don't know?   5 

FH:  No.  6 

DW:  Okay.  The last time you saw their 7 

patrol   cars --  8 

FH:  They were just going -- they were 9 

going westbound on Ventura Street.  10 

DW:  Okay.  11 

FH:  Yeah.   12 

DW:  What -- what happens next?   13 

FH:  As I'm, you know, looking for the -- 14 

for the person matching the description, that's 15 

when I hear, you know, shots fired in rapid 16 

successions.   17 

DW:  Was your window down on your patrol 18 

car?   19 

FH:  My window was actually up 'cause of -- 20 

yeah.  So that's what the first time I didn't -- I 21 

wasn't too sure if they were actually shots, but 22 

they were like consec- -- rapid concessions   so 23 

-- so then that's when I realized that's    what 24 

-- and I heard them to the -- to the rear of me.   25 

DW:  Okay.  26 

FH:  So --  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

18 

 

DW:  Which would have been to the north of 1 

you?   2 

FH:  It would have been to the north more.  3 

It would have been more the north, not so much 4 

northwest because the apartment complex kind of 5 

muffled it.  6 

DW:  Uh-huh.  7 

FH:  So I actually heard it just north of 8 

me.  9 

DW:  Okay.   10 

FH:  And start --  11 

DW:  And you had all four windows rolled up 12 

in your car?   13 

FH:  I actually had all windows rolled up, 14 

that's correct.   15 

DW:  Do you recall how many hot -- shots 16 

you heard?   17 

FH:  I vaguely remember, say, at least 18 

three.  19 

DW:  Okay.  20 

FH:  At least three.   21 

DW:  Okay.  What was going through your 22 

mind now?   23 

FH:  Well, I -- at that time, I'm like, oh 24 

shit.  I mean, that's my reaction.  So then right 25 

after the shots were fi- -- you know, fired, then 26 

that's when I heard, you know, Officer Alonzo on 27 
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the radio, you know, shots fired, shots fired.    1 

And by that time, I already had my car in 2 

reverse so what I did is I just went reverse on 3 

the alley towards Ventura Street.  And when I went 4 

in reverse in my unit, then I ended up going west 5 

and that's where I saw them.   6 

DW:  Okay.  7 

FH:  Uh-huh.  8 

DW:  Tell me what -- what you saw.  9 

FH:  Okay.  So as I'm heading west, I mean, 10 

where the alley's at and where they're located, 11 

it's only probably about twenty yards so I'm right 12 

there.   13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

FH:  And then I just pulled up directly 15 

behind Coffelt's vehicle and I see Matt Alonzo.  16 

You know what, I see a subject lying facedown.  I 17 

see Officer Alonzo directly behind his SUV on the 18 

driver's side and he has the guy at gunpoint.  And 19 

then I see John Coffelt on the opposite side of 20 

Alonzo on the passenger side of the Tahoe.  And 21 

then at that point I already knew what needed to 22 

be done.  So that's what I saw.  And the guy was 23 

facedown with blood.  24 

DW:  Let's -- let's back up to the time you 25 

hear the shots to the time you arrive where 26 

they're at, in your car, how much time had gone 27 
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by?   1 

FH:  From the time I heard the shots, from 2 

the time I get there, thirty seconds, max.  3 

DW:  Okay.   4 

FH:  Thirty -- say thirty seconds, max.  5 

DW:  Okay.  And you're describing for me   6 

a -- for us, I'm sorry -- earlier, where they were 7 

standing.  I have a photograph here, which will 8 

help us with this conversation, for you to 9 

illustrate what you're talking about.  So first, 10 

take a look at this photo, kind of familiarize 11 

yourself with it, get your bearings first.     12 

Does --  13 

FH:  Uh-huh.  14 

DW:  -- this look familiar to you?   15 

FH:  Yes, it does.  16 

DW:  Okay.  What street is this we're 17 

looking at?   18 

FH:  That's the 100 block of East Ventura 19 

Street.  20 

DW:  Okay.  And this location right there?   21 

FH:  That's going to be the -- the -- what 22 

do you call it, the -- the yard, city yard.  23 

DW:  Okay.  The alley you referred to 24 

earlier, can you see it in this photograph?   25 

FH:  Yes, I could.   26 

DW:  Could you point to it for me?   27 
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FH:  It's right here.  1 

DW:  Okay.  Can you just put a -- an "X" 2 

where as -- where you put your -- exactly, okay.  3 

How far into that alley did you go before you had 4 

to come back out?  Is it outside the scope of this 5 

photo?   6 

FH:  Yeah.  I would say probably about 7 

somewhere in this area.  8 

DW:  Okay, all right.  That -- that circle 9 

will work fine.  10 

FH:  Yeah.  11 

DW:  Okay.  12 

FH:  Approximate.   13 

DW:  Okay.  And, yeah, that's exactly what 14 

this is.  You said they were approximate?   15 

FH:  Uh-huh.  16 

DW:  And that's what I'm looking for too.  17 

So this is not scale, you know what I mean?  This 18 

is an --  19 

FH:  Uh-huh.  20 

DW:  -- overhead snapshot from our -- our 21 

drone.  And -- and you could see here, do you 22 

recognize that vehicle?   23 

FH:  Yes.  24 

DW:  Whose vehicle is that?   25 

FH:  That's the vehicle that Matt Alonzo 26 

was driving.  27 
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DW:  Okay.  And this vehicle?   1 

FH:  That's actually my vehicle.  2 

DW:  That's your vehicle?   3 

FH:  Uh-huh.  4 

DW:  So you went from this driveway to 5 

here?   6 

FH:  No.  That vehicle was moved.  7 

DW:  Your vehicle was moved?   8 

FH:  That's correct.  9 

DW:  Okay.  We'll get into the vehicle 10 

being moved later.  11 

FH:  Okay.  12 

DW:  Let's stay on what we're talking about 13 

here.  Is, when you pull up, you saw Senior 14 

Officer Alonzo and you saw Officer Coffelt.  Can 15 

you do me a favor?   16 

FH:  Uh-huh.  17 

DW:  Can you grab that Sharpie for me and 18 

kind of put a -- put a "A" for Alonzo where you 19 

think the vicinity you saw him.  20 

FH:  Okay.  So --  21 

DW:  Approximately.  22 

FH:  So this is going to be the corner of 23 

the SUV.  24 

DW:  Okay.  25 

FH:  The back end.  26 

DW:  Uh-huh.  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

23 

 

FH:  Driver side.  Alonzo was here.  1 

DW:  Okay.  And then a "C" for Coffelt 2 

where you think you -- you think he might have 3 

been.  4 

FH:  Okay.  5 

DW:  Appro- -- this is approximate.   6 

FH:  All right.  And this is going to be 7 

the passenger side on the rear corner, is going to 8 

be right here and that's going to be "C" for 9 

Coffelt.  10 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Thank you, sir.  So 11 

when you pull up, you see -- now you tell me where 12 

they were at, tell me what you saw them doing or 13 

what you saw occurring.   14 

FH:  Officer Alonzo -- Senior Officer 15 

Alonzo had the subject at gunpoint.   16 

DW:  Okay.  How was -- how was he standing?   17 

FH:  He had his arms extended with the gun 18 

pointing towards the suspect that was lying 19 

facedown.   20 

DW:  Okay.  And Officer Coffelt, how about 21 

him?   22 

FH:  He was just standing there.  23 

DW:  Okay.  Any weapons out?   24 

FH:  Not that I recall.  25 

DW:  That could --  26 

FH:  That, I didn't -- I -- 27 
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DW:  That could -- that could include a 1 

taser or a baton or --  2 

FH:  Yeah.  3 

DW:  -- anything?   4 

FH:  I don't recall seeing --  5 

DW:  (INAUDIBLE).   6 

FH:  -- anything -- 7 

DW:  Okay.  8 

FH:  -- in his hands.  9 

DW:  Okay.  Did you hear any discussions, 10 

was anything being said by either Alonzo or 11 

Coffelt when you -- when you got there?   12 

FH:  There was a lot of talk, a lot of 13 

mumbling, but I don't remember exactly what was 14 

said.  15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

FH:  Uh-huh.  My main focus was on the -- 17 

on the suspect on hand.  18 

DW:  Okay.  What did you do?   19 

FH:  What I did, I mean, put my gloves on 20 

and handcuffed him.  I placed handcuffs on the 21 

subject, on the suspect.  22 

DW:  Okay.  23 

FH:  And continue -- and then started  24 

first -- immediately first aid.   25 

DW:  You put rubber gloves on?   26 

FH:  I put rubber glove -- black rubber 27 
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gloves.  1 

DW:  Okay.  Let's back up just a second.  2 

You're -- you just show up on scene.  3 

FH:  Uh-huh.  4 

DW:  You see a suspect down on the ground.  5 

You had heard shots fired a moment ago.   6 

FH:  That's correct.  7 

DW:  Less than thirty seconds ago?   8 

FH:  Uh-huh.  9 

DW:  You see Officer Alonzo with his gun 10 

drawn?   11 

FH:  Uh-huh.  12 

DW:  And Coffelt standing on the passenger 13 

side of the car?   14 

FH:  Uh-huh.  15 

DW:  What's going through your mind?   16 

FH:  Well, first of all, I wouldn't -- 17 

well, I'm happy to see that my officers are   18 

okay, well, the officers are okay.  And then I see 19 

this -- I mean, I know this sub- -- I assume that 20 

the suspect was shot, you know, by one of the 21 

officers; not knowing at the time if it was Alonzo 22 

or Coffelt.  So you know, it's obvious that this 23 

person needed first aid.  24 

DW:  Uh-huh.  25 

FH:  Well, my concern was the officers' 26 

safety, that he wasn't going to continue to harm 27 
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myself or the officers.  1 

DW:  Uh-huh.  2 

FH:  So at that time, you know, this person 3 

still needed to be checked and cleared.  So by 4 

doing that safely, I made sure that I put 5 

handcuffs on him.  6 

DW:  Okay.  7 

FH:  And then that's what I did.   8 

DW:  Okay.  Anything you saw either on or 9 

near the suspect before you put handcuffs on him?   10 

FH:  Yes.  I noticed a -- a large kitchen 11 

knife where Coffelt was standing at.  12 

DW:  Okay.  How far away was it from the 13 

suspect?   14 

FH:  It's approximately eight feet north.  15 

About eight feet northwest, directly behind the -- 16 

the passenger side, SUV.  17 

DW:  Okay.  Can you describe the suspect 18 

for me and what you saw?  I mean, his positioning, 19 

what he looked like?   20 

FH:  When I first arrived on scene?   21 

DW:  Sure, yes.  22 

FH:  The suspect was facedown, I know that 23 

one of his arms was -- it was underneath his 24 

torso.  I don't recall if it was his left or his 25 

right.  But I do remember that one of his arms was 26 

underneath his torso and there was big old -- I 27 
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mean, there was this -- he was lying on top of a 1 

puddle of blood.  Describe him -- do you want me 2 

to describe him how he looks like or just what I 3 

saw?   4 

DW:  Well, we'll get to that.  5 

FH:  Okay.   6 

DW:  So was the suspect moving?   7 

FH:  He was -- he was breathing.  I don't 8 

recall if -- if he was moving but I do -- I do 9 

remember hearing him breathing.  10 

DW:  Okay.  11 

FH:  I don't know, like agonal breathing.  12 

DW:  Okay.  13 

FH:  Uh-huh.  14 

DW:  And what did that indicate to you?   15 

FH:  Um --  16 

DW:  That --  17 

FH:  That he was choking in his blood, that 18 

he was having a hard time breathing.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Walk us through the handcuffing 20 

process.  21 

FH:  Okay.  So I grabbed his left hand, put 22 

the handcuffs in his left hand and then I don't 23 

know if I ran over his body, but I ended up 24 

grabbing his right hand and handcuffing his -- his 25 

right hand -- I mean, I placed them both behind 26 

his back.    27 
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And then I tipped him to the side and -- 1 

and at that time, I -- you know, I didn't -- at 2 

that time I didn't check him for weapons.  I 3 

visually checked him but not like -- I didn't take 4 

the time to go into his pockets.  So my main 5 

concern at that time is render first aid.  So then 6 

I contacted Senior Officer Alonzo for our first 7 

aid kit.  8 

DW:  Uh-huh.  Okay.  Did you -- you 9 

describe how you handcuffed and put the suspect on 10 

his side.  Did you ever roll him all the way over 11 

to where he was face up?   12 

FH:  Yes, I did.   13 

DW:  Okay.  Walk me through that.  14 

FH:  Okay.  So when I -- when I place 15 

handcuffs behind his back, I actually tipped him 16 

from the left to the right so that way he could 17 

face up.  And at that time that's when I rendered 18 

first aid.  19 

DW:  Okay.  Did the suspect ever say 20 

anything?   21 

FH:  No.  22 

DW:  Did you recognize him?   23 

FH:  Yes, but not by name.   24 

DW:  You recognized his face?   25 

FH:  Yes, I've seen him before.   26 

DW:  You have?  Okay.  27 
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FH:  Uh-huh.  1 

DW:  All right.  Was the suspect still 2 

breathing?   3 

FH:  Yes.   4 

AD:  Well, wait a moment.  5 

DW:  Sorry.  6 

AD:  At what point?   7 

DW:  I'm sorry.     8 

When you rolled him over and he's 9 

handcuffed, is he still breathing?   10 

FH:  Yes, he was.  11 

DW:  Okay.  You mentioned you rendered 12 

first aid.  Could you tell us what you did?   13 

FH:  Officer Alonzo gave me the cloth.  I 14 

placed -- well, first I grabbed my knife and I 15 

attempted to cut his shirt.  His shirt was soaked 16 

with blood.  So then I just grabbed my knife and I 17 

tried cutting his shirt.  I failed, it was a dull 18 

knife or something.  I just couldn't cut it.  So I 19 

put the knife down and I picked up his shirt and I 20 

grabbed the cloth that Alonzo gave me and I placed 21 

it directly on his -- on his chest, right in the 22 

center.   23 

DW:  Okay.  24 

FH:  Uh-huh.  Where the blood was coming 25 

out.   26 

DW:  Okay.   27 
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FH:  And applied pressure.   1 

DW:  Where did you have that pocketknife?   2 

FH:  Right pant pocket on the cargo --  3 

DW:  Can you --  4 

FH:  -- sir.  5 

DW:  Can you describe it for us?   6 

FH:  Yeah.  It's -- it's -- it's going to 7 

be a silver, it's all silver.  8 

DW:  Okay.   9 

FH:  Has a -- it's sharp on one side and it 10 

has a jagged on the -- I think on the back end and 11 

it's just probably approximately -- the blade's 12 

probably about two inches in length and the handle 13 

is probably about two inches in length, 14 

approximate.  15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

FH:  Two inches.  17 

DW:  Okay.  You mentioned you tried to cut 18 

it, his shirt off.  19 

FH:  Yeah.  I tried cutting his shirt, I 20 

don't know if I succeeded or not, but I didn't 21 

want to waste my time trying to cut it 'cause the 22 

shirt was loose enough for me to lift it up.   23 

DW:  So --  24 

FH:  So I -- I threw the knife to the side.  25 

DW:  Okay.  Is it -- is it possible that 26 

there's some blood on that knife?   27 
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FH:  Oh, there was a lot of blood on that 1 

knife.  That's why I didn't put it -- that's why I 2 

didn't fold it and put it back in my pocket.   3 

DW:  Can you walk us through how the blood 4 

got on the knife?   5 

FH:  Because his shirt was drenched in 6 

blood.  It was soaked in blood.  So as I'm trying 7 

to cut his -- the shirt, the knife -- well, my -- 8 

my hands were filled with glove (sic) so the blood 9 

got on the knife from my hands as well as from the 10 

shirt.  11 

DW:  Okay, okay.  It's -- at any point, did 12 

you take his shirt off?   13 

FH:  No, I did not.  14 

DW:  Or -- or manipulate it to expose --  15 

FH:  Yes.   16 

DW:  -- his chest?   17 

FH:  Yes, I did.  I raised it.  I believe I 18 

used my left hand and raised it up to his chin and 19 

at that time that's when I got my right hand and 20 

put direct pressure with the cloth on his -- the 21 

wound.  22 

DW:  Which was provided to you by Senior 23 

Alonzo?   24 

FH:  By Senior Officer Alonzo.   25 

DW:  Prior to putting the -- the bandage or 26 

cloth, as you put it --  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

32 

 

FH:  Uh-huh.  1 

DW:  -- on -- on his body, what did you 2 

see?   3 

FH:  I saw two -- two gunshots; ones that I 4 

was applying the first aid to, the hole in his 5 

chest, there was blood was gushing out.  And I 6 

also saw a gunshot to the right abdominal area but 7 

more on the right side, more like on the thigh.   8 

DW:  Okay.   9 

FH:  So in the stomach area.  So I -- I 10 

observed two different gunshot wounds.  11 

DW:  Okay, all right.     12 

They're working on that?   13 

CM:  Uh-huh.  14 

DW:  Okay.  That's not that huge of a deal.  15 

   16 

Okay.  Is Senior Alonzo saying anything 17 

right now  or get -- or at this point while you -- 18 

during the handcuffing or during the first aid, 19 

was there any direction coming your way from him 20 

or Officer Coffelt?   21 

FH:  Nothing from Coffelt.  I know that 22 

Alonzo was mumbling certain things that probably 23 

would happen or not happen.  But at that time I 24 

wasn't -- my main concern was the -- the -- the 25 

victim itself, or the suspect itself.  But I -- I 26 

know that Alonzo did -- I mean, he was saying 27 
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things but I vaguely remember what he was saying 1 

or -- regarding the incident.  2 

DW:  Okay.  If he had mumbled something 3 

about the incident, do you recall anything he 4 

might have said?   5 

FH:  Nothing specific.  Nothing spe- -- 6 

regarding.   7 

DW:  Okay.  While you're giving first aid, 8 

are -- is Officer Alonzo still present?   9 

FH:  Yes, he's still present.  10 

DW:  Okay.  And Coffelt?   11 

FH:  Yes.  But I was giving him first aid 12 

for him -- so they were stepping out of the area 13 

and in the area 'cause I know they're -- and they 14 

were doing other stuff.   15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

FH:  Uh-huh.  17 

DW:  Do you know what they were doing?   18 

FH:  I know that Officer Coffelt was taking 19 

photos and doing a perimeter and I believe Alonzo 20 

was doing the same thing, doing a perimeter --  21 

DW:  Okay.  22 

FH:  -- as well.   23 

DW:  Okay.  If -- if a request was made for 24 

medical care, could you tell us about that?   25 

FH:  No.  I -- I assumed already that -- I 26 

don't know anything about that, who made it.  I 27 
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assumed that Alonzo, being the watch commander, 1 

would have already done that.   2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

FH:  Uh-huh.  4 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Earlier you 5 

mentioned that you recognized the suspect.  Can 6 

you tell us how -- how -- how he was familiar to 7 

you?   8 

FH:  Oh, I've -- I've been working for 9 

Santa Paula for eleven and a half years and -- and 10 

during my career I've made contact with a lot of 11 

different individuals; whether they're victims or 12 

suspects and there's times that I could recognize 13 

a person by first names and there's times where 14 

I'll just really remember in talking to him but 15 

not connect the names.   16 

       So specifically I don't recall where I 17 

actually   see -- I know for a fact that I've 18 

dealt with him, I just don't know at what capacity 19 

I've made contact with him or how recent.  20 

DW:  Okay.  But he -- you -- you're saying 21 

he was familiar looking?   22 

FH:  Yes.  I definitely, I've seen him 23 

before, there's no -- I'm certain with that.  24 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Did you -- did you 25 

ever have to remove your handgun or any other 26 

weapons up -- besides removing your handcuffs?   27 
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FH:  I'm sorry?  Did I remove my handcuffs 1 

or my handgun?  I'm sorry.   2 

DW:  Did you ever have to remove your 3 

handgun or any other weapons?   4 

FH:  No, I've never touched my handgun.  5 

DW:  Okay, all right.  Other than the -- 6 

the knife that you described as being about eight 7 

feet away and near Officer Coffelt, did you see 8 

any other weapons at the scene?   9 

FH:  Other than my knife being on the 10 

floor, the one that I put down, no, I did not see 11 

any other weapons.  12 

DW:  Okay.  Did you -- other than having 13 

physical contact with the suspect, did you touch 14 

or move any other items at the scene?   15 

FH:  No, I did not.  16 

DW:  The rubber gloves you were wearing 17 

when you were providing first aid to the suspect, 18 

do you recall what you did with those?   19 

FH:  No, I don't rem- -- I don't know if   20 

I -- I don't recall what I did with them.  21 

DW:  Okay.  If we located them, would they 22 

likely have the suspect's blood on them?   23 

FH:  Absolutely.   24 

DW:  Okay.  Did Officer Alonzo or Coffelt 25 

give you any directives out there at the scene as 26 

far as things to do?   27 
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FH:  No.   1 

DW:  I mean, in addition to you, of your 2 

own volition of providing the first aid to the 3 

suspect?   4 

FH:  No.  5 

DW:  Okay.  This incident, at any point did 6 

you activate your Body-Worn Camera?   7 

FH:  Yes, I did.   8 

DW:  Do you recall approximately where you 9 

were at when you turned it on?   10 

FH:  I -- I believe when I got into either 11 

Ventura Street, when I reversed it and -- and 12 

started driving west on Ventura Street.  13 

DW:  Okay.  So -- so I understand this 14 

correctly, after the -- you heard the shots --  15 

FH:  Uh-huh.  16 

DW:  -- and you backed up the driveway --  17 

FH:  That's correct.  Backed up northbound 18 

but in reverse.  19 

DW:  Okay.  20 

FH:  And then I went like this, backed in 21 

east and then I ended up going west.   22 

DW:  And what -- what you're telling us is 23 

when you started heading west, that's the point in 24 

which -- so you're still in your car when you 25 

turned it on?   26 

FH:  That is correct.   27 
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DW:  Okay.  Do -- do you know, are you 1 

familiar with the camera system you guys have?   2 

FH:  Yes, vaguely --  3 

DW:  Do you know what kind?   4 

FH:  -- I am.  But I'm -- I'm --  5 

DW:  Do you know what kind of camera it is?   6 

FH:  I know the program's Wolf pack (sic) 7 

but --  8 

DW:  Wolf, okay. 9 

FH:  -- I think it's Wolf pack is the 10 

program, but vaguely.  11 

DW:  And this is the same camera you 12 

mentioned earlier that you went back in the 13 

station for?   14 

FH:  That is correct.  15 

DW:  Okay.  Do you remember at what -- at 16 

what point you turning the camera off?  You know 17 

approximately how much footage you capture... 18 

captured?   19 

FH:  No.  I don't remember at what point I 20 

turned off the camera.  21 

DW:  Okay.  Were any of the other officers, 22 

Alonzo or Coffelt recording from their Body-Worn 23 

Cameras?   24 

FH:  I assume that they were.   25 

DW:  You assume?  Was any conversation ever 26 

discussed like hey, I'm recording, hey, I'm 27 
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recording?   1 

FH:  Multiple times.  2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

FH:  Uh-huh.  4 

DW:  Okay.  After the incident -- well, 5 

let's -- let's back up.  After you're providing 6 

first aid, you have the -- the bandage or towel or 7 

whatever you used on the suspect, what happens 8 

then?  At what point were you relieved by somebody 9 

else, by medical personnel?  Can you walk us 10 

through that process?   11 

FH:  I noticed that the -- the suspect 12 

stopped bleeding so at that point there was no 13 

necessity for me to continue putting direct 14 

pressure on the wound because there was no more 15 

blood coming out.  But probably a minute prior   16 

to -- before that, I already had observed, it was 17 

Engine 82 already pull up.   18 

DW:  Uh-huh.  19 

FH:  So I already knew that they were 20 

already on scene to start, to continue first aid 21 

on that.  But I also checked the person's pulse 22 

and at that point I didn't -- I didn't appear to 23 

feel any pulse.  24 

DW:  Uh-huh.  25 

FH:  But at that time, that's starting -- 26 

EMS already arrived.  So this is what they 27 
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specialize in, for them to continue the first aid 1 

on this person.   2 

DW:  Okay.  You mention a second ago that 3 

there was a point where you realize he wasn't 4 

bleeding anymore.   5 

FH:  That's correct.  6 

DW:  Can you walk us through how you 7 

identified that occurred?   8 

FH:  Well --  9 

DW:  Was he bleeding up to a certain point 10 

or --  11 

FH:  Yes.  12 

DW:  -- did you hear breathing or anything?   13 

FH:  You know, he stopped -- well, I 14 

believe that he had stopped breathing at the time, 15 

in the same time when I was putting pressure.  I 16 

removed the cotton -- the cotton, you know, from 17 

the -- the bandage and there was no more blood 18 

coming out.  Because I remember when I first 19 

started the first aid, each time that he would, 20 

you know, inhale and exhale, that's when blood was 21 

coming out.  22 

DW:  Uh-huh.  23 

FH:  So I knew that he had a -- it was a 24 

trauma, major, you know, injury that he had.  But 25 

I'm not a doctor so at this point I just continue 26 

rendering first aid.  And then when I believe he 27 
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stopped breathing and no more blood was coming 1 

out, that's when I stood up.  By that time EMS was 2 

already on scene.  But at that same time I tried 3 

checking his pulse on his neck and I didn't feel 4 

any pulse.  By that time   EMS was already walking 5 

towards the person.   6 

DW:  Okay.  Can you unlock for me?    7 

I'm going to show you a photograph and just 8 

tell me if you recognize the object in this 9 

photograph.   10 

FH:  Yes.   11 

DW:  Can you tell us what it is?   12 

FH:  That's my knife.  13 

DW:  Okay.  14 

FH:  That's the one that I used when I 15 

attempted to cut his shirt.  16 

DW:  Okay.  And then you discarded it near 17 

the scene?   18 

FH:  That's correct.  Just to -- to the 19 

bottom and probably about two to three feet.  20 

DW:  Okay, thank you.   21 

FH:  Yeah.  22 

DW:  After fire personnel show up, can you 23 

walk us through what happens then?   24 

FH:  I -- I mean, they're the EMS, so I -- 25 

they did what they needed to do.  But at the same 26 

time I told them that we have a knife there, just 27 
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'cause I didn't want them disturbing the evidence.   1 

DW:  Uh-huh.  2 

FH:  And -- and at that time I just  3 

allowed -- I mean, you know, they started doing 4 

the -- their eval on the person to see --  5 

DW:  Uh-huh.  6 

FH:  -- what his condition was.  7 

DW:  Okay.  8 

FH:  And I just stood back and let them do 9 

what they needed to do with him to treat him.  10 

DW:  Okay.  I'm going to back up to the 11 

part where Senior Officer Alonzo and Coffelt are 12 

driving westbound on Ventura.  13 

FH:  Uh-huh.  14 

DW:  And you turn left to go south --  15 

FH:  I --  16 

DW:  -- into the alley.   17 

FH:  That is correct.  18 

DW:  How much time had -- had elapsed from 19 

the time you broke away from them and went down 20 

that alley to the time you hear gunshots?  I mean, 21 

how long -- so basically, how -- my question is 22 

how long were you in that alley driving around 23 

looking for somebody before you heard the 24 

gunshots?   25 

FH:  I can only provide an estimate.  26 

DW:  Absolutely.  That's what we're looking 27 
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for.   1 

FH:  Okay.  I would say within a minute.  2 

DW:  Okay.  3 

FH:  Within a minute.  It couldn't be any 4 

more than a minute.  5 

DW:  Okay.  Okay.  Were you there when the 6 

paramedics were working on him?   7 

FH:  Yes, I was.  8 

DW:  What did -- what did you see then?   9 

FH:  I observed AMR, you know, apply   10 

their -- I guess it's to check the person's blood 11 

pressure and patches on him.  And that's when I 12 

heard one of the AMR paramedics say that he -- his 13 

blood pressure was low.  And at that point, you 14 

know, shortly thereafter, that's when they called 15 

it.  And when -- when you get a certain limit, I 16 

don't know what their criteria is or what -- but 17 

when they called it, it was just pretty soon -- it 18 

was real soon.   19 

DW:  Okay.  20 

FH:  Yeah.   21 

DW:  So when you say "called it," you're 22 

referring to --  23 

FH:  I mean, they --  24 

DW:  Pronounced him?   25 

FH:  They pronounced him.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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FH:  Yes.  1 

DW:  Okay.  2 

FH:  I even noted the time.  3 

DW:  What was Officer Alonzo and Officer 4 

Coffelt doing while the first aid's being rendered 5 

by the paramedics to the suspect?  Do you have any 6 

idea what they were up to?   7 

FH:  When I was doing the first aid or when 8 

I was rendering -- 9 

DW:  No.   10 

FH:  -- the first aid or -- I'm -- 11 

DW:  You -- you've already relinquished it 12 

to --  13 

FH:  Oh, okay.  14 

DW:  -- fire and paramedics.  15 

FH:  I know that Coffelt was taking photos.  16 

DW:  Uh-huh.  17 

FH:  And I bel- -- I know that Alonzo and 18 

Coffelt were also doing perimeter.  They were 19 

multitasking.  I know they were either securing 20 

the scene, creating a perimeter.  But I wasn't 21 

really focusing so much on them.  I was just more 22 

with the suspect and with AMR.  But I do remember 23 

seeing Coffelt just east of me taking photos -- 24 

DW:  Okay.  25 

FH:  -- during that time.  26 

DW:  Are you aware of anybody witnessing 27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

44 

 

this incident other than the -- the officers  1 

being -- other than the three of you, Coffelt, 2 

Alonzo, and yourself, are you aware of anybody 3 

else witnessing this?   4 

FH:  No.  5 

DW:  No, okay.  Did -- do -- or you have 6 

any information that anybody came out of the 7 

woodworks and hey, I saw it or hey, I got 8 

cellphone video?  Did anybody ever say that?   9 

FH:  No.  10 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  Now, going back to 11 

your camera, at -- at one point did somebody take 12 

your camera from you?   13 

FH:  No.  14 

DW:  Okay.  So you had it on the whole 15 

time?   16 

FH:  Yes.   17 

DW:  At -- well, walk us through what 18 

happened after fire pronounces; what, anything you 19 

did after that.  Can you walk us through that?   20 

FH:  Shortly after fire had -- or you know, 21 

EMS had, you know, pronounced him deceased, I 22 

ended up getting the -- their information; names, 23 

ID's, contact information 'cause I knew that was 24 

going to be needed for this type of incident.  So 25 

that's what I did after.   26 

DW:  Okay.  What happened next?   27 
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FH:  That's when Sergeant Mario Aguilar 1 

arrived on scene as -- and then he made contact 2 

with myself, Alonzo, and Coffelt and -- and he 3 

took over command.   4 

DW:  Okay.  5 

FH:  Over the incident.   6 

DW:  Okay.  Did Sergeant Aguilar give you 7 

any directives?   8 

FH:  He had us just not get involved 9 

anymore.   10 

DW:  Uh-huh.  11 

FH:  Because, and at that time he was just 12 

directing his -- his deputies what to do.  I don't 13 

know exactly what those directions were.  And then 14 

he told us just to go to the side.   15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

FH:  Uh-huh.  17 

DW:  Did you ever see Senior Officer Alonzo 18 

on the phone with anybody or making notifications 19 

to anybody?  Do you have any knowledge of that?   20 

FH:  I know that he was on the phone, I 21 

just don't know who he was speaking with.   22 

DW:  Okay.   23 

FH:  Uh-huh.  24 

DW:  Was he within earshot of you or did  25 

he --  26 

FH:  No.  27 
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DW:  -- walk away?   1 

FH:  No.  I -- he was just a distance away.  2 

So I don't know who he called or if he was 3 

receiving calls or when I saw him on the phone, I 4 

only assumed that the commander was speaking to 5 

him but that's my assumption.   6 

DW:  Okay.  7 

FH:  I never asked him who he was speaking 8 

to, nor is it my business to ask him.  9 

DW:  Okay.   10 

FH:  Uh-huh.  11 

DW:  All right, understood.  Did either you 12 

or Alonzo or you and Coffelt or the three of you 13 

collectively ever discuss the incident, what 14 

happened while out at the scene?   15 

FH:  No.  I made it clear to them not to 16 

talk about it because I've been in this before.  17 

So I -- I kind of had an idea the -- kind of like 18 

the protocol.  So I specifically remember telling 19 

Alonzo and Coffelt not to speak to anybody about 20 

this incident.  It's -- it was probably still when 21 

I was being recorded when I said it as well as 22 

then I specifically told Alonzo even if the 23 

commander asks you, do not speak to him about it.  24 

So several times I made that clear to them not to 25 

speak to anybody about it.  26 

DW:  Okay.  27 
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FH:  But that was --  1 

DW:  Okay.  Walk us through how you ended 2 

up leaving the scene.   3 

FH:  That's when Sergeant -- and correct me 4 

when I'm wrong -- Sparks, he's a canine.  5 

DW:  He's Sparks, that's correct.   6 

FH:  Sparks, okay.  He came to us when we 7 

were together and at that time we were already 8 

detached from this whole thing.  We were still 9 

there and he provided us instructions, you know.  10 

Same thing, you know, don't speak to anybody about 11 

it, just wait and everything else.  And then 12 

shortly thereafter, that's when Sergeant Mario 13 

Aguilar, Sergeant Aguilar took us to the station.   14 

DW:  Okay.  15 

FH:  Uh-huh.  16 

DW:  Did he transport all three of you guys 17 

in the same car?   18 

FH:  Yeah.  19 

DW:  Okay.   20 

FH:  Yeah (INAUDIBLE).  21 

DW:  Okay.  You laugh at that.  Is that --  22 

FH:  Because I was in the backseat.  It was 23 

tight.  I'm a heavy guy and with all the gear and 24 

I was in the backseat where he places all the bad 25 

guys.  So it was very uncomfortable.  26 

DW:  Oh yeah, the plastic seats.  27 
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FH:  The plastic seats, yeah, it was a SUV, 1 

but hey, that's why I laugh.  My apologies.  2 

DW:  Okay.  No, no, no, no.  I'm just 3 

curious if -- okay.  All right.  And back to the 4 

station --  5 

FH:  Back to the station.  6 

DW:  -- you went.  What happened then?   7 

FH:  He wanted to make sure we were okay.  8 

And you know, if we needed anything, to come to 9 

him.  And then from there, just went inside the 10 

station and -- and then we just waited for our 11 

counsel.   12 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  What -- where -- is 13 

your camera still on your chest at this point?   14 

FH:  Yes.  But I think I had already turned 15 

it off.   16 

DW:  Okay.   17 

FH:  There at --  18 

DW:  At the scene?   19 

FH:  Uh-huh.  20 

DW:  Do you recall at what point you did 21 

turn it off?   22 

FH:  I don't recall what -- when I turned 23 

it off.  24 

DW:  Okay.  That's okay.  What was it, the 25 

process of turning that camera in at the end of 26 

the -- or once you got back to the station, how 27 
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did that go down?   1 

FH:  Well, I ended up, I took it upon 2 

myself to just put it back into the loading dock 3 

where we actually -- whenever the end of shift, we 4 

place our camera in the actual loading dock in the 5 

records department.  And then we just make sure 6 

that the camera's being uploaded to the main 7 

system.  And that's what I did.  8 

DW:  Okay.  All right.  I -- did you end up 9 

taking any photographs while you were at the 10 

scene?   11 

FH:  No, I did not.  12 

DW:  Okay.  Either with the department 13 

camera or your own iPhone or anything?   14 

FH:  Nothing.  15 

DW:  Okay.  16 

FH:  Uh-huh.  17 

DW:  All right.     18 

Partner?   19 

CM:  Yeah, Frank, I got a couple things.  20 

FH:  Okay.  21 

CM:  Do you know of any cameras that are 22 

around in the area?   23 

FH:  Yes.  24 

CM:  Tell me about that.  25 

FH:  You got one camera at the city yard.  26 

It's going to be just east of the location.  I 27 
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could show you on the map if you allow me to.   1 

DW:  Sure, absolutely.   2 

FH:  Do you mind if I get -- marker by --  3 

DW:  Yeah, use that one here.   4 

FH:  Okay.  So there's going to be a camera 5 

that's going to be in -- and it's going to be in 6 

this, somewhere in this area.  But it -- it   7 

faces --  8 

DW:  Can you write camera here for --  9 

FH:  Yeah.  10 

DW:  Thanks.  11 

FH:  Camera.  Okay.  And it faces -- it 12 

could face any direction but at that time it was 13 

facing -- it was facing south -- 14 

CM:  Okay.  15 

FH:  When this happened --  16 

CM:  Did you see any footage of all?  When 17 

you were back into the station, did you -- did you 18 

see any footage --  19 

FH:  Yeah.  20 

CM:  -- with that camera?   21 

FH:  Yes, I did.  22 

CM:  Or any other camera I should say.  23 

FH:  Actually no, I only saw footage of 24 

this camera.   25 

CM:  Tell -- tell me about that.   26 

FH:  I was going to the restroom and in 27 
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dispatch, where the restroom is at, the door's 1 

open, you could see the big old screen.  So they 2 

were actually -- I don't know who -- who it was, 3 

detectives or dispatch, but they were actually 4 

showing the video of my car going south in the 5 

alley.  But I just walked by it.  So I saw when 6 

they were actually reviewing that footage.   7 

CM:  Okay.  How about -- how about pri- -- 8 

sorry.  How about --  9 

FH:  Bless you.  10 

CM:  -- prior to going out there, did you 11 

see any footage at all?   12 

FH:  Before?  No, I did not.  13 

CM:  No?   14 

FH:  No, no.   15 

CM:  Okay.  All right.  And then do you 16 

know of any social events prior to this incident 17 

around that area or in that general area?   18 

FH:  Social events.  Like before --  19 

CM:  Yeah.  20 

FH:  -- like what do you mean, before, like 21 

the day before?   22 

CM:  Yeah, day before.  Day --  23 

AD:  I think he may -- may -- the 24 

department might have been involved in 25 

(INAUDIBLE).  26 

CM:  Yes.  27 
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FH:  Yes, I -- I know exactly what you're 1 

talking.  If you're talking about when they did a 2 

re-grand opening of the swimming pool.  Is that 3 

what you're referring to?   4 

CM:  I don't know.  You tell me.  Yeah.   5 

Is -- you tell me about that event.  When did that 6 

happen?   7 

DW:  Maybe, I don't know.  8 

FH:  Yeah.  That happened just the day 9 

prior, on Saturday.  I was asked by watch 10 

commander, by Alonzo that the chief would want us 11 

to attend this event that was probably around 2:00 12 

or 3:00 o'clock at the Lobero apartments; had a 13 

pool that hasn't been open for over eight years so 14 

the -- the board raised enough money to -- to 15 

reopen this pool so they did like a -- some 16 

potluck, the community, you know, when these kids 17 

went in there.  So -- so we ended up attending 18 

that the day before on Saturday, to that event, if 19 

that's what you're referring to.  20 

CM:  Okay.  You say you're -- you keep 21 

saying we and us, who are "we" and "us"?   22 

FH:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Alonzo and myself --  23 

CM:  Okay.  24 

FH:  -- attended that.  25 

CM:  Okay.  26 

FH:  At -- at that area.   27 
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CM:  And is -- is that pool area in that 1 

picture anywhere?   2 

FH:  No, it's not.   3 

CM:  It's not?   4 

FH:  It's going to be further west, 5 

southwest of the location.  Uh-huh.  6 

CM:  Okay.  Did you recognize the suspect 7 

at all it -- from prior --  8 

FH:  No.  9 

CM:  Did you --  10 

FH:  I -- well --  11 

CM:  Was he at that party?   12 

FH:  No, he was not.   13 

CM:  No?   14 

FH:  Uh-uh.  15 

CM:  Okay.   16 

AD:  He wasn't there as far as you remember 17 

seeing?   18 

FH:  Not that I can remember seeing him 19 

there.   20 

AD:  Right.  21 

FH:  That's correct.   22 

AD:  I'm sure they understood that, but --  23 

CM:  Yeah, I understood.     24 

So I -- you may or may not know the answer 25 

to this question, but do you know if Senior Alonzo 26 

or Officer Coffelt has ever seen the suspect 27 
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before?   1 

FH:  I -- I don't know that answer.  2 

CM:  Okay.  Okay.   3 

DW:  I think we're ready for a break.    4 

All right.  I'm going to pause this.  I'm 5 

going to hang this up and we're off.   6 

 7 

        (BREAK TAKEN) 8 

 9 

DW:  I'm recording again.  Okay, we're back 10 

from a brief interview.     11 

Officer Huerta, thank you for coming in.  12 

That -- that's -- we don't have any more questions 13 

for you.  Can you do me a favor though regarding 14 

the -- the map, this image that you marked on for 15 

us, would you mind just signing the back of it and 16 

date and -- date and time for me?   17 

FH:  Okay.  18 

DW:  And it's April 13th, 2017, 19 

approximately 1535 hours.   20 

FH:  Okay.  21 

DW:  Throw the year on there for me.   22 

FH:  Oh.   23 

DW:  Okay.  And that's it.  24 

AD:  All right.  25 

DW:  Thank you very much.   26 

AD:  Thank you.                                               27 
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