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 (PART I - INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER TODD BARRETT) 1 

   2 

        CZ:  Okay.  We'll go on record.   3 

  The date is Thursday, November 8th, 2018 at 4 

approximately 9:36 a.m.  5 

        My name is Cyrus Zadeh.  I'm a detective 6 

with the Ventura County Sheriff's Office, Major 7 

Crimes Unit.  I am here at the Moorpark Police 8 

Station, Sheriff's Station.  I am here in a -- in 9 

the administration conference room with my 10 

partner.   11 

BR:  Beau Rodriguez, senior deputy, 12 

detective with the Ventura County Sheriff's 13 

Department, Major Crimes Unit.   14 

CZ:  Also present is --  15 

RC:  Officer Russell Carver with the 16 

California Highway Patrol out of Ventura.  I am 17 

the area rep for Ventura, assisting Moorpark CHP.   18 

CZ:  And also present is --  19 

TB:  Officer Todd Barrett with the Moorpark 20 

CHP office.   21 

CZ:  Okay.     22 

Officer Barrett, real quick, I understand 23 

that you've had a chance to sit down with your 24 

representative and speak to him; is that correct?   25 

TB:  Yes, sir.  26 

CZ:  And I understand that you've agreed to 27 
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provide us with a voluntary statement about what 1 

occurred.   2 

TB:  Correct.  3 

CZ:  Is that correct?   4 

TB:  Correct.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  Before we start, if you, during 6 

this process if you need to a take a break or you 7 

need to consult with your representative or you 8 

just want to take a break for any reason, let us 9 

know.  We can accommodate that at any point; 10 

bathroom, waters, anything you need, okay?   11 

TB:  Okay.   12 

CZ:  Some of the questions I'm going to ask 13 

you may not seem pertinent to today's incident.  14 

But it's just some background about you, your 15 

life, and it's something that we would like to 16 

know.  If you don't understand a question that I 17 

ask, please ask me to clarify it and -- and I 18 

would ask that you only answer questions that you 19 

do know.  If you don't know something, just say I 20 

don't know.   21 

TB:  Okay.  22 

CZ:  Okay?  So I'd like to talk about the 23 

last twenty-four hours before your shift started, 24 

this last patrol shift that you worked.  Did you 25 

work the day before?   26 

TB:  Yes.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And tell me about that, those 1 

work hours.   2 

TB:  The day before I worked from 1300 to 3 

2230.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  The B shift at the Moorpark office 6 

here.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  8 

TB:  I worked on the 118 freeway, just 9 

regular patrol; handling crashes, speed tickets, 10 

anything like that.  Got off at 10:30, went home.  11 

Knowing I was going back to my 5:00 to 2:30 a.m. 12 

shift, I try to stay up a little bit later so I 13 

can get on that routine.  Eventually went to bed, 14 

woke up at 7:00 a.m. breakfast, work out.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  Went to Navy ba- --  17 

CZ:  Oh, I'll stop you there.  We'll -- 18 

we'll get to all that.  19 

TB:  Okay.   20 

CZ:  Let's specifically talk about not the 21 

shift that you just got off of, but the previous 22 

shift twenty-four hours ago.  What day, what time 23 

did that -- what date and time did that start?  24 

The, today being Thursday, last night being 25 

Wednesday.  26 

TB:  So Tuesday, the 6th.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And it started at what time?   1 

TB:  1300 or 1:00 p.m.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  And what time did that shift 3 

end?   4 

TB:  10:30, 2230.  It's a nine-hour shift.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  And did anything occur out of 6 

the ordinary yesterday or the -- the previous day?   7 

TB:  During that shift?   8 

CZ:  During that shift.   9 

TB:  No.   10 

CZ:  Anything or -- happen out of the 11 

ordinary while you were off duty?   12 

TB:  No.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  Anything noteworthy that   14 

you'd like to share in the last twenty-four hours 15 

that -- that occurred absent of this incident?   16 

TB:  No.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  And how much rest did you get 18 

prior to this last shift that you'd gone off?  For 19 

example, what time did you go to bed, what time 20 

did you get up?   21 

TB:  So --  22 

CZ:  You got off at 10:30 p.m.  23 

TB:  Try to stay up to kind of match the 24 

schedule I was going to.  I don't think I lasted 25 

past midnight.   26 

CZ:  Okay.  27 
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TB:  So, and then I was up around 7:00, 1 

7:30.  So about seven and a half hours.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  And do you -- would you 3 

consider yourself getting a good night's sleep?   4 

TB:  For me, six to eight hours is normal.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  And do you have any health 6 

issues or elements going on that you'd like for us 7 

to know about?   8 

TB:  No.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  Any physical conditions or any 10 

physical injuries or anything that you'd like us 11 

to know about?   12 

TB:  In those twenty-four hours or --  13 

CZ:  Just -- just in -- generally as you -- 14 

any physical conditions that you have going on 15 

with your -- yourself that you'd like for us to 16 

know about?  17 

TB:  No.  Regular, you know, hurting of 18 

back -- your back during military or -- I mean, I 19 

have some broken -- broken bones here and there 20 

but nothing that affects my ability to work or 21 

even work out.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  When you say, "broken bones," 23 

do you currently have bones that are broken or are 24 

you talking about previous injuries that have been 25 

mended or --  26 

TB:  In -- in the past.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  So --  1 

TB:  Nothing at this time that would 2 

prevent me from doing anything.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  And do you currently take any 4 

medication or supplements?   5 

TB:  Protein powder --  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  -- for a supplement and then amino 8 

acids during the workout.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  When you work out out of the -- 10 

at a gym?   11 

TB:  Or at my house or my buddy's house --  12 

CZ:  Oh.  13 

TB:  -- for CrossFit.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  Are you dealing with any 15 

personal problems or issues?   16 

TB:  No.  17 

CZ:  That -- that are not related to your 18 

work life, more related to your home life or with 19 

your family?   20 

TB:  No.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  What about in your professional 22 

life?  Are you dealing with any issues there or 23 

any -- any issues that might cause you more stress 24 

than normal?   25 

TB:  No.  Just regular patrol when I'm 26 

working the road.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  1 

TB:  The stuff you handle every day.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  Anything else in the last 3 

twenty-four hours that you -- you feel that we 4 

should know about that --  5 

TB:  Prior to the incident?   6 

CZ:  Prior to the incident.  7 

TB:  No.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  Next I'd like to ask you some 9 

historical questions about just your time on as an 10 

officer.  You're -- you're an officer with the 11 

California Highway Patrol, correct?   12 

TB:  Correct.  13 

CZ:  How long have you been a officer?   14 

TB:  I graduated the academy in February of 15 

2010, so going on nine years.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  And has your entire law 17 

enforcement career been with the California 18 

Highway Patrol?   19 

TB:  Yes, sir.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  And do you have any prior law 21 

enforcement experience with any other agencies?   22 

TB:  Not law enforcement, no.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  What is your current rank and 24 

where are you currently assigned?   25 

TB:  I'm an officer.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  27 
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TB:  And I'm assigned to the Moorpark CHP 1 

office.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  And how long have you been at 3 

the Moorpark CHP office?   4 

TB:  Since December 2nd of 2014, so just 5 

under four years.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  Almost.   8 

CZ:  And where -- which station were you 9 

assigned to previous to that?   10 

TB:  The West Valley CHP office off De 11 

Soto.  I was there for about five years before I 12 

came over here.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  And your current shift that 14 

you're on, how many people approximately are on 15 

your shift?   16 

TB:  For this shift, for my timeframe, it's 17 

just myself and my partner.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  19 

TB:  For the graveyards that we work 20 

halfway through to that 2:30, graveyards continues 21 

till about 6:30.  Typically two cars of four 22 

officers.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  You mention you 24 

have military background.  Can you tell me a 25 

little bit about your military background?   26 

TB:  Enlisted in the army back in 1996.  27 
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Graduated high school, went to basic training, got 1 

accepted into the Old Guard at Fort Myer, 2 

Virginia.  I was in the infantry at the time.    3 

Did about four years enlisted on active 4 

duty and went to the National Guard enlisted where 5 

I was going to UCLA and in the Guard so I can 6 

commission as an officer.     7 

Deployed for 911 to Operation Southern 8 

Watch for six months.  Once I graduated UCLA, I 9 

commissioned and was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia 10 

as an officer, did training there; ranger school, 11 

airborne, air assault and then while I was there I 12 

participated in two more deployments to Iraq, one 13 

being about seven months.  The -- the last one and 14 

most recent was fifteen months.  During those, I 15 

was infantry and a battle captain for operations 16 

during the night.   17 

And then the last deployment, I was the 18 

scout sniper platoon leader where I employed 19 

scouts and snipers on the battlefield and I did 20 

that for about six months before I returned home.   21 

CZ:  Okay.  22 

TB:  Got out of the military in 2008 when I 23 

joined the department and then -- and got back in 24 

in 2013 after meeting some of my old buddies 25 

during a camp program the CHP offers.     26 

Returned as an officer, took command of an 27 
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infantry company out of Inglewood and did that for 1 

two years; went to a psychologic operations as an 2 

officer, detachment commander for two years.  And 3 

then doing airborne jumps and fun stuff.     4 

And then, and I'm currently in a training 5 

unit in the reserves down in Los Alamitos area as 6 

an officer.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  What year did you say your 8 

military career started?   9 

TB:  1996.  10 

CZ:  '96.  And from '96 to 2008, it sounds 11 

like that's your first stint; is that correct?   12 

TB:  That's correct.  13 

CZ:  Where you active duty during that 14 

entire time?   15 

TB:  Eight of those twelve years.  Four of 16 

them were in the National Guard while I was going 17 

to UCLA to commission.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  And in 2013, you reenlisted as 19 

a reserve; is that correct?   20 

TB:  National Guard.  21 

CZ:  National Guard.  Is that considered a 22 

reserve program?   23 

TB:  It is.  But National Guard falls under 24 

the state.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  So it's kind of run --  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

11 

 

CZ:  Differently.   1 

TB:  -- for the -- under the governor.   2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  Reserve is the president.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  And are you currently -- what's 5 

your current military status as you sit here 6 

today?   7 

TB:  Observer, controller, trainer with --  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  -- 84th training command as a captain.  10 

CZ:  Still National Guard?   11 

TB:  This is now reserve.   12 

CZ:  Oh, okay.  13 

TB:  I did two in the Guard and then the 14 

psychologic operations is actually reserve so I 15 

transfer from the Guard to the reserves in 2016.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  17 

TB:  And currently in the reserves at this 18 

point.  19 

CZ:  And I -- if I -- if I understood 20 

correctly, you've had three deployments?   21 

TB:  Three combat deployments, that's 22 

correct.  23 

CZ:  For -- where was the first one to?   24 

TB:  Operation Southern Watch, it was down 25 

in Kuwait and --  26 

CZ:  Okay.  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

12 

 

TB:  -- we helped protect the border of 1 

Kuwait and Iraq after 911 occurred.   2 

CZ:  And that was for six months?   3 

TB:  Approximately six months.   4 

CZ:  And then you had two other deployments 5 

after that to Iraq?  First one's for seven months 6 

and the second one was fifteen months; is that 7 

correct?   8 

TB:  That's correct.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  And would you consider all 10 

three of these deployments that you saw combat?   11 

TB:  The second and third one, yes.  The 12 

first one, not necessarily, no.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you for the 14 

background.  15 

TB:  You're welcome.  16 

CZ:  Let's -- let's talk about the 17 

beginning of your shift, this shift that we -- you 18 

just got off of or the one that you're still on.  19 

TB:  Uh-huh.  20 

CZ:  And specifically I want to talk about 21 

your dress, your attire, how you kind of set up 22 

for -- to go to work.  So let's start with, let's 23 

talk about today.  What time did you wake up this 24 

morning?   25 

TB:  Around -- or yesterday morning.  26 

CZ:  Yes, sir.  27 
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TB:  Around 7:00, 7:30 a.m.  1 

CZ:  And what did you do after waking up?   2 

TB:  I had a light breakfast and then I 3 

went down into my garage where I have a CrossFit 4 

kind of gym set up and I did a workout.   5 

CZ:  Okay.  What -- what did you eat?   6 

TB:  I take that back.  I -- coffee and 7 

read a book in the morning.  Worked out, and then 8 

breakfast.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  10 

TB:  I had two egg sandwiches, a hardboiled 11 

egg, a yogurt, five pieces of sausage.  Yes, I 12 

have a lot of habits.  Water, and then the amino 13 

acids that I take during the workout.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  And then can you kind of tell 15 

me the -- what your routine is, if you have 16 

anything at -- at home or prior to your reporting 17 

to work for your shift, do you have a routine and 18 

what is that?   19 

TB:  After working out, eating, that's 20 

pretty much, I shower, shave, relax a little bit.  21 

Make sure all my stuff's prepped.  If it's the 22 

first day back to week -- like the week stretch, 23 

I'll have, you know, my socks and shirt.  I got to 24 

make sure all that's in order.   25 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  26 

TB:  Bring that in for that shift coming 27 
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in.  I had my vest 'cause I washed it the day 1 

before.   2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  Yeah.  And then try and eat something 4 

right before I come in 'cause as soon as we get 5 

here and we change out, we start at 5:00.  There's 6 

no briefing.  So --  7 

CZ:  Okay.  8 

TB:  -- got here and I actually switched 9 

out uniforms 'cause I knew I was going to be 10 

working at night so I put the long sleeve on.   11 

CZ:  Okay.  And we'll get -- we'll get into 12 

your uniform a little bit more.  What time did you 13 

arrive at the station?   14 

TB:  Approximately 1620.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  And what time does your shift 16 

start?   17 

TB:  1700.   18 

CZ:  Okay.  And what station did you report 19 

to in the area?   20 

TB:  The Moorpark CHP office in --  21 

CZ:  Okay.  22 

TB:  -- Moorpark off of Spring Road.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  Once at the station, how -- how 24 

did you prepare your uniform?   25 

TB:  Basically took everything off my old 26 

one, picked one of the two long sleeves that I 27 
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wanted to wear, put everything on there.  And then 1 

put my pants on, boots on, and then my vest and 2 

then the shirt.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  So can we go through your, what 4 

you were wearing during your patrol shift as far 5 

as your uniform goes and what was on your uniform 6 

such as like nameplate or badges if they were on 7 

there.  Can you kind of, from head to toe, kind of 8 

describe your uniform for me?   9 

TB:  Of course.  So underneath I have a 10 

white T-shirt and then I have my vest on over 11 

that.  And then I have a long-sleeved tan CHP 12 

shirt that has CHP patches on the shoulders.   13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

TB:  There's a one hash mark on my left 15 

sleeve and that's to indicate I have five years  16 

of -- every five years you get a hash mark, that I 17 

have at least five years.   18 

CZ:  Okay.   19 

TB:  On the left side I have my badge.  On 20 

the pocket itself I have my pens, blue and black, 21 

and then I also have a American flag, army flag 22 

pin that I wear.   23 

CZ:  Where?  Where do you wear your -- 24 

you're pointing to your --  25 

TB:  On the actual flap.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  And for the audio recording, 27 
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you're pointing towards your left chest?   1 

TB:  The left portion, the left breast 2 

pocket.   3 

CZ:  Okay.  4 

TB:  The actual, I guess it's a cover.  I 5 

put it on there.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  On the right side I have my name tag 8 

just above the right side pocket --  9 

CZ:  Okay.  10 

TB:  -- aligned on the bottom there and 11 

it's got a safety award around it.  And then -- 12 

CZ:  It's got a what around it?  I'm sorry.   13 

TB:  Safety award for, I guess no crashes.   14 

CZ:  Okay, okay.  Is that a pin, a safety 15 

award?   16 

TB:  Yes.  17 

CZ:  Oh.  18 

TB:  It attaches to the nameplate --  19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  -- itself.  21 

CZ:  Okay.   22 

TB:  And going down to the -- the belt --  23 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  24 

TB:  -- I have a belt underneath to help 25 

keep my pants on or up, and then I have the actual 26 

belt that goes on over that with keepers on it, 27 
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four keepers to keep that in place.   1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  You want me to describe what's on the 3 

belt?   4 

CZ:  Let's go with -- let's --  5 

TB:  Continue with --  6 

CZ:  -- finish with the uniform and then 7 

we'll come back to your -- your belt.  8 

TB:  Okay.  I was wearing tan CHP pants 9 

with the stripe down the side.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  On the left rear pocket, there's two 12 

of them, I carry a knife on that side.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  And then going down to my boots, on 15 

the left side, on top of the boot, I have a ankle 16 

holster for a tourniquet that I wear in the left 17 

boot, and then I just had a boot on the right 18 

foot.   19 

CZ:  Okay.  And everything that you just 20 

described to me, is that what you were wearing 21 

during your shift?  I keep saying yesterday, 22 

because it's after midnight.  23 

TB:  I understand what you're saying.  24 

CZ:  But -- but yesterday.   25 

TB:  The start of the shift.  26 

CZ:  The start of the shift.  27 
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TB:  At 1700 I was wearing that uniform, 1 

correct.  2 

CZ:  Okay, great.  You mentioned you were 3 

wearing a vest.  Is that a bulletproof vest?   4 

TB:  Yes.  5 

CZ:  Do you know what level rating it has?  6 

If you don't, it's okay.  7 

TB:  I do not know --  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  -- offhand, no.  10 

CZ:  Do you know if it's rated to stop 11 

knife wounds or stab wounds?   12 

TB:  Knife, no.  I think it even says it on 13 

it.   14 

CZ:  Okay.  But it's like a ballistic vest 15 

for --  16 

TB:  That's correct.  17 

CZ:  -- firearms?   18 

TB:  Yes.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention you have a -- a 20 

knife in one of your pockets.  Do you carry 21 

anything else in any of your other pockets?   22 

TB:  Gloves in the back pockets of the 23 

pants.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  You know, latex gloves in case I need 26 

to put those on.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And then what about a 1 

flashlight, do you carry a flashlight on your 2 

person?   3 

TB:  When I start a shift, I did not.  It 4 

was in my backpack.  Once I started the shift 5 

itself, I would take the flashlight from the 6 

vehicle during a stop and then when I return to 7 

the vehicle, I put it next to me.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  I only keep it in the back pocket if 10 

I'm going to be out like on a traffic scene or 11 

something like that.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  13 

TB:  And I need to access it quickly.   14 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  Let's talk about 15 

your -- your -- your gun belt or your belt.  16 

TB:  Yes.  17 

CZ:  Can you tell me what force options 18 

that you carry on your -- on your gun belt?   19 

TB:  So I have different items that are 20 

objects on the belt, starting from the front going 21 

to the right where you have the two, obviously 22 

magazines for the weapon; eleven rounds per 23 

magazine.  Next to that is my actual pistol.  24 

Behind the pistol itself is an asp, which is 25 

another force option.  26 

CZ:  And what -- what is an asp?   27 
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TB:  An asp is -- it's an expandable baton.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  You can kind of swing it out and it'll 3 

extend to a longer length.  4 

CZ:  Okay.   5 

TB:  Next to that on the back, I have two 6 

pairs of handcuffs; one I carry on the right back 7 

and one in the left back.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  And next to that I have our pepper 10 

spray.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  Next to the pepper spray is another 13 

flashlight, then my radio, and then I have a taser 14 

that I carry on the left front, which is drawn 15 

from my primary, or right hand --  16 

CZ:  Okay.  17 

TB:  -- across.   18 

CZ:  And just, you're motioning with your 19 

right hand going across your body like a -- across 20 

your body and grabbing the taser with your right 21 

hand on your left side of your body?   22 

TB:  That's correct.  23 

CZ:  Would that -- would it be safe to say 24 

that's called a cross draw?   25 

TB:  That is correct.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  And is there -- is -- were you 27 
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done?  Sorry.  Is there anything else?   1 

TB:  No, that -- that was it.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  Is there anything else on your 3 

gun belt that is not a force option, that you 4 

didn't describe?   5 

TB:  Well, the handcuffs on the back.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  The radio.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  Which is on the left.  The magazines, 10 

which are on the right front, two of them.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  Anything else?   12 

TB:  No.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention your -- a radio, 14 

it's a radio that connects to dispatch or other 15 

units, correct?   16 

TB:  Yes.  17 

CZ:  Do you use an external mic with that 18 

radio?   19 

TB:  Yes.  And it comes up from the left 20 

side of my body around my back to the right 21 

shoulder.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  23 

TB:  It goes under the uplet that's 24 

actually buttoned down to keep it in place.   25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  And then the mic itself comes down 27 
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from the right shoulder on top, down to my -- the 1 

center of my chest and I clip it into where the 2 

buttons are down the center seam of the tan shirt.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  On your person, did you have   4 

a -- just prior to the start of this shift, or I'm 5 

talking about this shift that we -- we're talking 6 

about, today's, did you have a body camera on?   7 

TB:  I did not.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  What about any type of audio 9 

recording device?   10 

TB:  Yes, I did.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you tell me about that?   12 

TB:  If you look at the front of my belt 13 

going to the right behind the magazines and in 14 

front of the weapon, I have a microphone for our 15 

MVARS unit, which is a mobile video, audio 16 

recording system.  It's installed on the inside of 17 

the windshield to the front of the patrol 18 

vehicle --  19 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  20 

TB:  -- as the video camera and you wear a 21 

mic.  My partner had one, I had the other one.  22 

You wear it in there and anytime the Code 3's are 23 

activated, then it switches on.  So now audio is 24 

captured.  If I'm on a stop and I need it 25 

activated and I don't have the Code 3's on, 26 

there's a button you can hit on it and it'll start 27 
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recording.   1 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention Code 3's, are you 2 

talking about --  3 

TB:  I'm sorry.  Your lights.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  The red, blue to the front flashing 6 

lights, which signals if you're making enforcement 7 

stop --  8 

CZ:  Right.  9 

TB:  -- stopping a car or something.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  You're talking about the 11 

lights, like on your patrol vehicle?   12 

TB:  On the patrol vehicle, yes, sir.   13 

CZ:  Okay, all right.  What type of gun do 14 

you carry on duty?   15 

TB:  Smith & Wesson 4006 TSW.  16 

CZ:  I'm sorry, one more time.  Smith & 17 

Wesson what?   18 

TB:  4000- -- or 4006 --  19 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  20 

TB:  -- TSW.   21 

CZ:  Okay.  And what make -- so then what 22 

caliber is it?   23 

TB:  40 caliber.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  And do you carry a backup gun?   25 

TB:  I do not.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  You already mentioned you have 27 
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a knife on you.  Is there any other knives that 1 

you carry?   2 

TB:  No.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  Was your gun loaded?   4 

TB:  Yes.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  How many -- let's start with, 6 

how many rounds you had in the magazine that was 7 

inserted in the gun?   8 

TB:  The magazine inserted into the weapon 9 

holds eleven rounds.   10 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  11 

TB:  I had eleven rounds in it at the time.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  And was there an additional 13 

round in the chamber?   14 

TB:  That's correct, totaling twelve rounds 15 

in the -- for the pistol itself.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  And what about, you gave -- you 17 

mentioned earlier that you carry extra magazines 18 

on your person?   19 

TB:  I do.  20 

CZ:  How many do you carry?   21 

TB:  Two magazines on the right front, both 22 

of them carrying eleven rounds.   23 

CZ:  And is that how you started your 24 

shift?   25 

TB:  Yes, sir.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  And let's start about -- let's 27 
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start -- start talking about your shift.  What 1 

time do you actually start your shift today, this 2 

last shift?   3 

TB:  1700.   4 

CZ:  And did you have a briefing?   5 

TB:  We -- for that shift, no.  Briefing 6 

comes later.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  And before you went out as -- 8 

was there any avenues as far as information 9 

sharing or pertinent information that you 10 

reviewed; whether it would be e-mails or bulletins 11 

posted on the wall or anything like that?  Did you 12 

review anything before you went out into the 13 

field?   14 

TB:  No, sir.  Just prepped the vehicle.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember what vehicle 16 

you were driving?   17 

TB:  Not the full license plate, but the 18 

last four, yes.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  What were the last four?   20 

TB:  3314.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  And is that the vehicle you 22 

drove the -- that -- your entire shift or did you 23 

change at any point?   24 

TB:  That's the vehicle I had that -- 25 

during that whole shift.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  And what type of vehicle is it?   27 
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TB:  It's a Ford fleece Interceptor, kind 1 

of like a Ford Explorer.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  Black and white, the doors are white 4 

and then the white on top.  The rest of it is 5 

black in color.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  S- -- SUV, sport utility 7 

vehicle?   8 

TB:  It -- yes, sport utility vehicle.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  And black and white in color?   10 

TB:  Markings of CHP on the doors.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  And on the rear hatch of the vehicle.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you do a vehicle setup at 14 

all?   15 

TB:  Pre-patrol check of the vehicle, yes.   16 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you tell me about that 17 

process and what you did?   18 

TB:  For the pre-patrol check, it has -- 19 

there's several things you do; one is a full 20 

walk-around on the outside.  You're looking for, 21 

you know, obviously no tires that are flat.  22 

Checking the logbook to make sure that there's no 23 

added damage there that wasn't there before.     24 

Once you're inside, you turn it on.  As  25 

you do so, the mobile digital computer that's in 26 

the -- the patrol vehicle where you get all your 27 
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information during shift and can type reports, 1 

that starts loading.  You turn the MVARS on, or I 2 

turn the MVARS on and then I insert a disc into 3 

that and make sure the microphones that I 4 

described earlier for audio.  I make sure those 5 

are linked up to it.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  During that I also check the weapons 8 

that are installed in the vehicle, in the center 9 

between the driver and passenger seats.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  In our electro light or electrolock, 12 

there's a rifle there and a shotgun.  Also check 13 

the PA system, so I'll turn that on, check it.  I 14 

will turn on the full Code 3's as mentioned 15 

before, the lights to the vehicle and then I'll 16 

put the vehicle in drive as I hold the breaks so I 17 

can make sure I can check the siren 'cause it 18 

won't go off if you're in park.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  Put it back in park, turn all that on.  21 

I also use the radar in the vehicle so I check 22 

that as well.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  And you said -- is that exactly 24 

what you did today before you went out into the 25 

field?   26 

TB:  Yes, sir.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And what force options do you 1 

carry in your vehicle?   2 

TB:  In the front we have the rifle, which 3 

is lethal force, and then the shotgun right next 4 

to it.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you carry any less lethal?   6 

TB:  I did not have a less lethal at the 7 

time.  8 

CZ:  Okay.   9 

TB:  Well, in the vehicle at that point.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention at the time, at any 11 

point throughout the day, did you have like a less 12 

lethal shotgun in your vehicle?   13 

TB:  I did not.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention there's a rifle.  15 

Tell me about the rifle.  16 

TB:  The rifle's in the electriclock in the 17 

vehicle.  It's -- there's -- it's placed to the 18 

right of the shotgun so it'd be on the side of the 19 

passenger seat.  And that's in   the -- kind of 20 

set back towards the center of the vehicle where 21 

the center console will be and it's in a 22 

electrolock there.  So we got the (INAUDIBLE) to 23 

actually get it unlocked.    24 

When I check that, I make sure it's got the 25 

three magazines.  There's twenty rounds in each 26 

magazine.  And then I have a certain way I set up 27 
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my weapon as far as the sling for it.   1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  So I check that.   3 

CZ:  Okay.  So specifically I want to ask 4 

questions about the -- the rifle.  5 

TB:  Okay.  6 

CZ:  Is this a rifle that you own 7 

personally or is it property of the department?   8 

TB:  Property of the department.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  And is the rifle assigned to 10 

you or assigned to the patrol car?   11 

TB:  To the patrol vehicle.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  And what make, model, caliber 13 

is this rifle, if you know?   14 

TB:  Not sure on the make and model.   15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  Caliber is 223 or a 556.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  And what style of rifle is it?  18 

Meaning does it have a collapsible or adjustable 19 

stock or is it a fixed stock?   20 

TB:  Is a fixed stock.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  22 

TB:  And I'm not sure on the barrel length.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  M16 style, AR-15 style?   24 

TB:  I'd say M16, maybe a little bit 25 

shorter.  Somewhere like the M4 that the   26 

military --  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

30 

 

CZ:  Okay.  1 

TB:  So kind of a smaller version of the 2 

M16.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  And can you describe the -- the 4 

setup of the -- of the rifle.  Is -- for example, 5 

if there's a light attached to it, mounted to it 6 

and if so like how; lasers, optics, scopes.  And 7 

can you just go through like the rifle and kind of 8 

describe that for me?  9 

TB:  The rifle itself has a sling that 10 

attaches to the -- near the front sight post.   11 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  12 

TB:  And then it goes back to the butt 13 

stock.  There's a carrying handle on top that has 14 

the sights.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  And that's about it.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

TB:  There are no optics on it.  There's no 19 

lights on it.   20 

CZ:  Right.  21 

TB:  And it has the magazine that's 22 

inserted into it.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  Iron sights then?   24 

TB:  Iron sights are typically what come 25 

with a rifle before you start modifying it to do 26 

something else and those can be adjusted.  27 
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CZ:  Is that what this rifle had?   1 

TB:  Yes, sir.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  And you mentioned there was one 3 

magazine inserted into the rifle?   4 

TB:  Yes.  5 

CZ:  And how many rounds does that hold?   6 

TB:  It's a twenty-round magazine.  7 

CZ:  And is that how -- how many rounds it 8 

had?   9 

TB:  That's correct.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  And is there one when you set 11 

up your -- the rifle, did you load one round into 12 

the chamber?   13 

TB:  No.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  So the gun itself, there's a 15 

twenty-round magazine inside the rifle and no 16 

rounds inside the chamber and that's how you 17 

started your shift?   18 

TB:  Correct.  19 

CZ:  And is there any other magazines 20 

attached to the gun?   21 

TB:  On the butt stock, there is a holster 22 

there that holds two twenty-round magazines, one 23 

on each side.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  And those have twenty -- those had 26 

twenty rounds in them.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And how do you know the 1 

magazine inserted into the gun as well as the 2 

magazines in the butt stock of the -- of the rifle 3 

have twenty rounds in them?  Do you physically 4 

check each one?   5 

TB:  Based off my training and experience, 6 

by pressing down on the top of it on how far it 7 

actually goes in, is how I can tell if there's 8 

twenty rounds or not.  And I take the magazines 9 

out because I set them up as if I had the weapon 10 

to my shoulder, I can take the magazine out and 11 

then place it into the actual weapon itself if 12 

needed.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  So two things about what you 14 

just said, I have follow-up questions on.  The 15 

first thing you mentioned is you pushed down on 16 

the magazine; is that -- is that what you're 17 

trying to say is that by pushing down on the 18 

rounds inside the magazine, if -- if, that there's 19 

no more room for additional rounds, then you know 20 

it's a full magazine; is that what you're trying 21 

to --  22 

TB:  Yes, sir.  23 

CZ:  -- explain?  Okay.  And then you said 24 

you set up the magazines and you were 25 

demonstrating a specific way  of -- of grabbing a 26 

spare magazine and inserting it into the rifle.  27 
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Is that, as far as when you say you set it up in a 1 

specific way, is it orientation of the spare 2 

magazines inside the -- the holster on the stock 3 

of it, rifle?   4 

TB:  It's set up as if I had the -- the 5 

weapon itself to my sh- -- right shoulder.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  If I'm going to take my left hand and 8 

grab that magazine that's on the butt stock out of 9 

the actual pouch and I bring it down to the bottom 10 

of the weapon, all I have to do is push up into 11 

the magazine well and I know those rounds are 12 

already facing forward and the weapon will be 13 

ready to -- to fire.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  Anything else about the rifle?  15 

Once -- that's nomenclature or anything that we 16 

didn't talk about?   17 

TB:  Not that I'm aware of, no.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  Once you did this check and 19 

setup, what'd you do with the rifle?   20 

TB:  It's placed back into the electrolock.  21 

CZ:  All right.  22 

TB:  The electrolock is cl- -- collapsed 23 

back onto it so it's locked in place.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  And the sling is left on the outside 26 

of it instead of being closed into the 27 
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electrolock.   1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  And it sits outside next to the rifle, 3 

still attached.   4 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention there's a shotgun.   5 

TB:  Yes.  6 

CZ:  Can you tell me a little bit about the 7 

shotgun?   8 

TB:  The shotgun has -- I think it's in the 9 

electrolock to the left of the rifle so it's 10 

closest to the driver.   11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  That itself has four rounds in the 13 

actual shotgun itself; not -- there's no rounds 14 

chambered.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  And then there's five rounds in a 17 

pouch along the -- the butt stock portion of the 18 

shotgun.  It also has a sling that goes from the 19 

front bez- -- bezel to the rear of it.   20 

CZ:  Okay.  21 

TB:  No optics on it.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  23 

TB:  And that's placed in the same -- or in 24 

the same fashion as the rifle as far as 25 

electrolock with the -- the sling on the outside.   26 

CZ:  Okay.  What about a light or a laser 27 
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device?   1 

TB:  No optics, lights, or lasers on the 2 

shotgun.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you know make, model of the 4 

shotgun?  If you don't know, it's okay.  5 

TB:  I -- I do not recall.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  I know what it is, I'm just -- I'm -- 8 

right now I don't remember what it is.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  What about the type of rounds, 10 

caliber, style that the -- that the shotgun had.  11 

TB:  12 gauge.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you know if the rounds are 13 

slug rounds versus buckshot rounds or --  14 

TB:  I believe they're buckshot.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you know the size?   16 

TB:  I do not.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  What time did you start, 18 

actually hit the streets, leave the station?   19 

TB:  Approximately I believe like 1710.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  And -- and did you, when you 21 

started your shift, did you work alone, did you 22 

have a partner?   23 

TB:  Solo at the time so it was just me in 24 

the vehicle.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  And what time did your partner 26 

start with you?   27 
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TB:  My partner started at the same time in 1 

a separate patrol vehicle.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  And --  4 

CZ:  I'm sorry.   5 

TB:  If I remember correctly, she left 6 

about ten minutes after I did.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  8 

TB:  But we prepped the vehicles,    9 

they're -- they were near each other.  10 

CZ:  Right.  And at some point did you and 11 

your partner consolidate into one car?   12 

TB:  Yes, we did.  13 

CZ:  And what time was that?   14 

TB:  Before we left the office, we -- at 15 

1710-ish, we decided whose patrol vehicle we'd 16 

take.  The -- the briefing -- or we have briefing 17 

at 2100 and that's for when the actual graveyard 18 

units come on to shift so we'll all meet back at 19 

the office to not only conduct briefing, but also 20 

pair up.  And in that time, if there's any 21 

announcements from the sergeant or the officer in 22 

charge, the OIC, that we put out during briefing.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  24 

TB:  And --  25 

CZ:  So let -- let me stop --  26 

TB:  Oh, all right.  27 
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CZ:  I'll get to the briefing in a second.  1 

What time did you and your partner pair up into 2 

one vehicle?   3 

TB:  We pair up starting at that 2100 time.  4 

As far as physically leaving the office, paired 5 

up, I do not recall.  6 

CZ:  I understand it's after briefing.  7 

TB:  Yes.  8 

CZ:  But around 2100 hours is when you -- 9 

you guys consolidated to one car shortly after 10 

briefing?   11 

TB:  That's correct.  12 

CZ:  And which vehicle did you consolidate 13 

into?   14 

TB:  My patrol vehicle, which is the last 15 

of 3314.   16 

CZ:  And is it the same car that you     17 

did this whole vehicle inspection and the gun 18 

inspec- -- setups and everything?   19 

TB:  At 1700, yes.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  Did -- when you consolidated, 21 

did you bring any additional firearms or force 22 

options or did your partner do that, into the 23 

vehicle?   24 

TB:  Whatever she has on her person as far 25 

as weapon systems, that's --  26 

CZ:  I'm talking about absent of that?   27 
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TB:  Oh, no.  1 

CZ:  An additional shotgun or --  2 

TB:  No.  3 

CZ:  -- additional rifle?   4 

TB:  At -- no.   5 

CZ:  Okay.  So let's talk about everything.  6 

Once you start your -- you go out onto the road 7 

and I'm specifically focusing on from when you 8 

start -- when you started on the road to the 2100 9 

hours briefing during that time.   10 

TB:  When I was solo?   11 

CZ:  When you're solo.   12 

TB:  Okay.  13 

CZ:  Walk me through your day prior.  You 14 

don't -- did you respond to any calls for service?  15 

Did you have -- did you pull any cars over?  Kind 16 

of roughly, if you can remember.  17 

TB:  Once I left the office around 1710, 18 

1715, I started to -- first thing we do is pretty 19 

much sweep the beat or we drive our beat that 20 

we're covering to make sure there's no abandoned 21 

or disabled vehicles on the side or someone that 22 

might need assistance.   23 

CZ:  And what beat were you covering?   24 

TB:  My call sign was B54-083.   25 

CZ:  Did that call sign change once your 26 

partner arrived in your car?   27 
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TB:  Once we pair up, yes.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  What -- what -- what call sign 2 

did you end up after that?   3 

TB:  That'd be C54-070.   4 

CZ:  070?  Okay.  5 

TB:  Yes.  6 

CZ:  And what beat area is -- when you were 7 

solo, did you cover, the geographical area?   8 

TB:  The SR, State Route 118 and it goes 9 

from Rocky Peak all the way to LA Avenue.  Parts 10 

of the State Route 23 from Los Angeles Avenue in 11 

Moorpark up to Sunset Hills.  And then the 118, 12 

the State Route 118, slash, it's also LA Avenue in 13 

Moorpark all the way out to the city of Somis --  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

TB:  -- where SR, State Route 34, which is 16 

also Lewis Road --  17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

TB:  -- meets in the city of Somis near 19 

Camarillo.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  And did you respond to any 21 

calls for service while you were solo?   22 

TB:  I do not recall which calls.  I know I 23 

stopped for disabled vehicles that were on the 24 

shoulder.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  I conducted five enforcement stops for 27 
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a cellphone and/or speed.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  And --  3 

CZ:  Would you consider anything while -- 4 

that you responded to or any contacts that you had 5 

while you were solo to be out of the norm or 6 

unusual or not normal?   7 

TB:  No.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  So then at some point, around 9 

2100 hours, you respond back to the office for 10 

briefing, correct?   11 

TB:  Correct.   12 

CZ:  Can you tell me what, about some 13 

topics that were covered in briefing?   14 

TB:  I went into briefing, sergeant gives 15 

us our assignments for the day or what we choose 16 

to -- which handle or I mean, which beat.  He goes 17 

over any briefing items.  I don't recall what the 18 

briefing items were.  And then he'll go over a 19 

officer SROVT.  I'm not a hundred percent on what 20 

it stands for right now and that's kind of -- 21 

it'll be a briefing item on some kind of officer 22 

safety or lesson learned; you know, possibly an 23 

arrest technique, have someone show it in front of 24 

the class or something.  25 

CZ:  Well, specifically this briefing, what 26 

was the topic?   27 
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TB:  I do not recall.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  Any -- any other topics covered 2 

in briefing that you can remember?   3 

TB:  We talked about who's behind on    4 

pap- -- not behind on paper, but has paper to 5 

write so we can see if someone's going to stay in 6 

the office.  One officer has court for the first 7 

time and so we were -- the sergeant and all of us 8 

were talking to him about, you know, expectations; 9 

you know, going in there, reviewing your reports 10 

and --  11 

CZ:  Sure.  12 

TB:  -- anything you can.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  Outside of that, that was it.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  Any officer safety or fliers or 16 

anything that --  17 

TB:  Outside of the briefing item, that I 18 

can't recall, no.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  Once you -- now you've paired 20 

up with your partner.  Do you and your partner -- 21 

who was your partner that you paired up with?   22 

TB:  Officer Lidia Espinoza.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  24 

TB:  She's also an officer at the Moorpark 25 

CHP office.  26 

CZ:  Have you worked with her in the past, 27 
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partnered up in the same vehicle?   1 

TB:  Yes.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  At -- do you know how many 3 

times, roughly?   4 

TB:  Twice.   5 

CZ:  Okay.  Specific --  6 

TB:  Once or twice.   7 

CZ:  Once or twice, okay.  8 

TB:  Because we just started pairing up a 9 

couple weeks ago.   10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  But with military, I've been gone a 12 

couple times.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  And do you have any type of 14 

briefing amongst each other before?   15 

TB:  Once we knew we were going to pair up 16 

when the schedule was made in September, we 17 

started talking then 'cause she had been working 18 

graves before that and --  19 

CZ:  I'm talking specifically right before 20 

you went out on the street with her, did you guys 21 

have any type of briefing about roles, 22 

responsibilities?   23 

TB:  For that night, since I was driving, I 24 

would make contact with any -- if we pull a 25 

vehicle over for an in- -- an infraction or speed 26 

possibly, then we always discuss who's going to 27 
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approach first, who's going to approach on the 1 

driver's side before we pull a car over.  We -- 2 

we've discussed that, not the driver but the 3 

passenger will run the license plate.  Outside of 4 

that, kind of just talked about catching up on -- 5 

'cause we hadn't seen each other in a week.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  So specifically before you went 7 

out on the street, you had a conversation about 8 

who's going to contact and from where and get 9 

everything --  10 

TB:  Yes.  11 

CZ:  -- explained?  Okay.  And you 12 

mentioned you were driving the vehicle?   13 

TB:  Yes.  14 

CZ:  And Officer Espinoza was the front 15 

passenger in the vehicle?   16 

TB:  That's correct.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  While you and Officer 18 

Espinoza were working together, any -- any calls 19 

or contacts that you had would you consider to be 20 

out of the norm or unusual?  And not including the 21 

incident.   22 

TB:  Oh, okay.  No.   23 

CZ:  Okay.  So let's -- let's talk about 24 

this -- this shooting event, this incident.  Did 25 

you -- how did you get involved?  Well, let's 26 

start there.   27 
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TB:  We were conducting speed enforcement 1 

on US 101 freeway.  We were conducting speed 2 

enforcement, running radar on -- from Borchard 3 

onto the southbound 101 and I picked up a vehicle 4 

with my front radar and visually estimated at 5 

approximately ninety miles an hour.  Radar showed 6 

a reading of ninety-one.     7 

We entered the freeway, started catching up 8 

to the vehicle, got up to about ninety-seven miles 9 

an hour.  As we got closer to Moorpark Road, we 10 

just passed Lynn Road, I was able to catch up 11 

behind it, activate my forward red lights, which 12 

starts an enforcement contact and turns on the 13 

MVARS unit in the vehicle.     14 

The vehicle was yielding to the right so it 15 

was slowing down and then I got on my public 16 

address system to have the vehicle exit at 17 

Moorpark Road.   18 

CZ:  Okay.  19 

TB:  And then it -- the vehicle followed my 20 

instructions, exited, made a right and came to a 21 

stop at the curb on Moorpark Road, westbound or 22 

southbound depending on the orientation of the 23 

freeway.   24 

Just before Rolling Oaks and then at that 25 

time as previously discussed, I made contact with 26 

the driver on the driver's side as my partner 27 
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approached on the passenger side.  Talked to the 1 

driver about the reason for the stop, got all his 2 

information.  We returned to the patrol vehicle.  3 

I got my ticket book out as she was running the 4 

license in the -- through the dispatch data, the 5 

mobile digital computer.  6 

As I got it set up, I noticed a bunch of 7 

people started yelling at us, coming from a 8 

parking lot that was south of our location.  It 9 

was a business type parking lot.  Running towards 10 

us, running across the street, almost got hit    11 

by cars, yelling that there's a shooting going on 12 

at -- oh, I'm drawing a blank on the -- the club.  13 

That there's someone in the buil- -- in the club, 14 

shooting.  So I --  15 

CZ:  Now, are you talking about the name of 16 

the restaurant or the --  17 

TB:  Yes.  18 

RC:  The bar?   19 

TB:  Uh-huh.  20 

CZ:  Were you familiar with the name 21 

before?   22 

TB:  Yes.  And I used it --  23 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  24 

TB:  -- throughout the -- the incident.  I 25 

don't know.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  Are we talking about 27 
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Borderline?   1 

TB:  Borderline.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  So immediately I told Lidia tell the 4 

driver that we were stopped with, tell him to get 5 

out of here and then I told her to get in the car.  6 

We -- our lights and MVARS were already on at that 7 

time so during the stop I noticed a couple 8 

sheriff's vehicle did pass us, not with lights on 9 

or anything, just they waved and then they kept 10 

driving where they were going.   11 

        And then about four or five minutes later, 12 

that's when everyone started running out.  But, so 13 

I started heading over there, I started putting 14 

radio traffic out to our CHP dispatch on reports 15 

of shots fired and --  16 

CZ:  All right.  I'll stop you right there 17 

real quick.  Up to this point, have you heard any 18 

gunshots?   19 

TB:  I -- I do not remember.  As I got 20 

closer, yes.   21 

CZ:  Okay.  But up to this point?   22 

TB:  I do not remember.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  So now you -- I -- I -- you 24 

left off and you're responding and you put out 25 

shots fired through your -- the radio to your 26 

dispatch?   27 
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TB:  Reports of shots fired through people 1 

that were at the club.  And we made the left onto 2 

Rolling -- Rolling Oaks and that's when I started 3 

hearing pop sounds, which is similar to the sound 4 

of gunfire based off of my training and experience 5 

in the military --  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  -- and going to the range.   8 

CZ:  Okay.  This area that we're talking 9 

about, Rolling Oaks, Moorpark, Borderline, is it a 10 

area that you're familiar with?  And what I mean 11 

by that is have you worked or done traffic 12 

enforcement stops or -- or -- or just even a 13 

personal knowledge of that area?   14 

TB:  Yes.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  And can you tell me a little 16 

bit about your knowledge of that area?   17 

TB:  Where we conducted the enforcement 18 

stop on Moorpark Road --  19 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  20 

TB:  -- I've pulled over many a vehicles at 21 

that location.  There's a gas station just beyond 22 

it, but some businesses don't like us stopping in 23 

there 'cause we park, essentially might take up 24 

their business so I stop them at the curb.   25 

CZ:  What about the Borderline parking lot 26 

and that structure and that area?   27 
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TB:  From working graveyards in the past 1 

for DUI's, driving under the influence, we've   2 

had -- or I've made some contacts --  3 

CZ:  Okay.  4 

TB:  -- from that club.  There's also a 5 

golf course to the right but I'm also familiar 6 

with Rolling Oaks 'cause it's another way to 7 

access another off-ramp --  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  -- Rancho Road --  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  -- through the -- where the hospitals 12 

are.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  Which I've been to those hos- -- or 15 

they're not -- it's not a hospital, but it's a 16 

medical center that --  17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

TB:  -- I've been back there before.  19 

CZ:  And then you say you heard -- so now 20 

you say you're responding and at some point you 21 

hear some shots.  22 

TB:  Yes.  23 

CZ:  Or what sounded like gunshots.   24 

TB:  Yes.  25 

CZ:  Where were you when you heard that?   26 

TB:  As we're on Rolling Oaks coming up to 27 
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where  the -- I don't remember if it's first, 1 

second driveway, but the driveway that would, as 2 

we made the left, now we're facing the entrance to 3 

Borderline.   4 

CZ:  Okay.  So you're still in the vehicle?   5 

TB:  Yes.  6 

CZ:  Your vehicle?  Were your windows up or 7 

down, do you remember?   8 

TB:  I know when during enforcement stops I 9 

like to roll them down so I know I can hear the PA 10 

system and, but as we got closer, they were up 11 

when we got out of the vehicle so I might have -- 12 

excuse me -- rolled them up as we were coming to a 13 

stop.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

TB:  Because I know I was going to lock the 16 

vehicle.  17 

CZ:  All right.  And can you describe the 18 

gunfire, the gunshots that you did hear?  19 

Specifically what I -- what I mean is like a -- 20 

the -- was it shots in a quick repetition, was it 21 

shots with the long pauses in between?   22 

TB:  When we were driving up, windows 23 

closed, as we got closer, it was kind of like pop, 24 

pop, pop, pop.  So I don't -- it didn't sound like 25 

automatic gunfire, more a semi-auto, someone 26 

actually constantly pulling a trigger.     27 
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Being inside at the club, and it also 1 

sounded like it was echoing because it's a close 2 

or close space.   3 

CZ:  Okay.  So that was my next question.  4 

Did it sound like the gunfire was coming from the 5 

club, the area where -- and when we're saying 6 

club, we're talking about Borderline.  7 

TB:  Borderline.   8 

CZ:  Okay.   9 

TB:  I'll start using that one.  10 

CZ:  No, it's cool.  It -- as long as we 11 

clarify it.  Did it sound like the gunshots were 12 

coming from there?   13 

TB:  From inside, yes.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  So you guys get 15 

there, you pull into the parking lot.  You've 16 

heard these gunshots.  Then what happens?   17 

TB:  There's certain ways of disarming the 18 

electrolocks that we can open them up and grab the 19 

weapon systems inside.  There's the rifle and 20 

shotgun.  I didn't want to approach with just a 21 

pistol in my hand.  So I prefer the rifle.   22 

CZ:  Okay.   23 

TB:  So I grabbed the rifle and then I told 24 

my partner to grab the shotgun and we locked the 25 

doors and if I remember correctly, we got behind 26 

the patrol vehicle where there was people running 27 
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out.  1 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  2 

TB:  At the time, at that moment I    3 

wasn't hearing any gunfire.  And I was trying to 4 

figure out from people running past me, 'cause 5 

I've all -- we're also checking, looking at those 6 

people.  I don't need -- obviously don't want one 7 

of them coming out and there's just tons of people 8 

everywhere.  Some people injured already.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  Stop you right there real 10 

quick.  So you -- a couple things you said.  You 11 

said you're -- people are come -- you and your 12 

partner retreated to the back of your cars.   13 

TB:  Yes.  14 

CZ:  I don't want to say retreat, but you 15 

went to the back of your cars.  16 

TB:  Formulate a plan.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  To formulate a plan.  Meanwhile 18 

there's people running towards you.  You said you 19 

were looking at them.  What were you looking at?   20 

TB:  Looking hands, seeing if anything's in 21 

their hands.   22 

CZ:  And why?   23 

TB:  Because I have not identified how many 24 

shooters there are, who the shooter is.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  So at any point, it could be one of 27 
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those shooters.  Our lights are on so they 1 

obviously know where law enforcement is.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  At the time, from what I remember, we 4 

were the only unit there.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  6 

TB:  We continued to put out traffic as we 7 

even came to a stop; at -- I'm at Borderline.  8 

CZ:  Radio traffic?   9 

TB:  Sorry, radio traffic --  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  -- to CHP dispatch through --  12 

CZ:  Okay.  13 

TB:  -- the vehicle radio and then when I 14 

got out, I was using my extender that's on my 15 

uniform that comes across to the center of my 16 

chest.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

TB:  So I'm watching people come out 19 

because I need to see hands and try to get 20 

something from them.  I didn't hear any shots at 21 

the time as I'm trying to figure this out.  But 22 

then I can see people being carried out, or I'm 23 

sorry, not out but away from Borderline.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  So the shots stop at some  25 

point --  26 

TB:  Yes.  27 
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CZ:  -- when you're behind the vehicle, 1 

your vehicle?   2 

TB:  Yes.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  What was going through your 4 

mind at this moment?  You're -- you get there, 5 

you're hearing the gunshots, you're standing 6 

behind your patrol car with your partner, you guys 7 

are formulating a plan, you're seeing people 8 

running.  What's going through your mind at that 9 

time?  What were you -- what were you thinking?  10 

How were you feeling?   11 

TB:  I mean, it -- it's getting up there.  12 

Because I already saw people being carried and we 13 

go through active shooter training.  I'm one of 14 

the active shooter instructors.  So we can't 15 

really wait for a bunch of people to get there, 16 

we've got to go.   17 

        Once we didn't hear -- or I didn't hear 18 

shots fired anymore or any rounds going off, 19 

that's when I can try and figure out what's going 20 

on and see if someone give me a description, 21 

someone running away from the scene, if they know 22 

what the -- the -- the shooter's wearing, how many 23 

there are.   24 

        Borderline is a big building with multiple 25 

rooms.  There's multiple exits.  Trying to figure 26 

out, you know, are they at the front doors, where 27 
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they might be.  And then we started, my partner 1 

and I, just started going towards the building 2 

through the parking lot using the cars for cover.   3 

CZ:  And --  4 

TB:  And I don't think anyone was there yet 5 

but us still.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention what was going 7 

through your head is to getting up there.  Can you 8 

tell me a little bit more, like what -- what do 9 

you mean getting up there?   10 

TB:  There's obviously people hurt, need to 11 

stop it.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  13 

TB:  Need to stop whoever it is from doing 14 

it, but also worried about our safety because if 15 

we're the only ones there for a while and we're -- 16 

something happens, then -- then we can't help 17 

anyone.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  These are the things that went 19 

through your head?   20 

TB:  Yes.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  At this point did you see 22 

people with injuries?   23 

TB:  I saw people being carried so I don't 24 

assume anything, but I believed there was    25 

injury --  26 

CZ:  Okay.  27 
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TB:  -- involved.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  What do you mean carry, like --  2 

TB:  Fireman carry, so one, two people 3 

would have --  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  -- someone in the middle or someone 6 

would have their arms over the shoulders and 7 

limping.  8 

CZ:  Okay.   9 

BR:  So people were providing rescue 10 

efforts to other people?   11 

TB:  Patrons from inside Borderline that 12 

were there were helping other people --  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  -- on scene.  Some people starting 15 

telling me that were coming out, oh, I'm in the 16 

military.  We're -- can I help?  And I just wanted 17 

to get everyone out of there.  Their -- they don't 18 

have protection.   19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  Appreciate their help, but they -- 21 

yeah.   22 

BR:  Did you -- did you ever, at this 23 

point, do you recall ever being contacted or 24 

making contact with any off duty police officers?   25 

TB:  I think there was two; one for sure 26 

'cause he wanted to stay and hang out.  Not --  27 
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not -- it's not the right word, but he wanted to 1 

help and he said -- identify himself, I'm off 2 

duty, I'm off duty.  He didn't say whether -- I 3 

don't recall if he said what department, a name.  4 

I don't recall if he said he's armed.  I don't 5 

know if you're allowed to bring a weapon in there.  6 

Just I'm off duty so he was trying to provide a 7 

description.  I couldn't tell you what he looked 8 

like or anything.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  What is the lighting situation 10 

at this point or specific to, we -- we left off, 11 

you and your partner are behind your vehicle.  12 

What was the lighting situation like?   13 

TB:  The parking lot has street lamppost.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

TB:  They're -- you can see lights from 16 

inside Borderline.  There's lights outside of it.  17 

I'm assuming -- or before that is, I believe was 18 

the walkway to the entrance.   19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  And then too, if you're looking at 21 

Borderline to the left, there is a commercial 22 

business there.  I think it's two story that has 23 

like lights around it.   24 

CZ:  Okay.   25 

TB:  And then we had our fla- -- well, I 26 

don't remember if she had a flashlight.  I have 27 
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one on my belt, then I had the one that I put in 1 

my back pocket so I can have my weapon in my two 2 

hands.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  If you had to describe the 4 

lighting condition, was it bright, was it dark, in 5 

your opinion?   6 

TB:  It was bright enough that from my 7 

patrol vehicle, I'm not sure on the distance, but 8 

I can see all the way up to Borderline.  I can see 9 

minus a couple bushes that block the parking lot, 10 

I can see the whole parking lot --  11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  -- where the rear end exit is and 13 

people running from there.  What I did not mention 14 

earlier is when I did secure the rifle, I did at 15 

that point charge the charging handle back so now 16 

there was a round in it, actually chambered in the 17 

weapon.  18 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  19 

TB:  And my partner did that for the 20 

shotgun as well.  21 

CZ:  Okay.   22 

TB:  I'm sorry about -- forgot about that.  23 

CZ:  No, it's okay.  And just to clarify, 24 

you did this before you went to -- after grabbing 25 

it before you went to the back of your patrol car?   26 

TB:  As I was exiting the patrol vehicle, I 27 
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had the weapon down towards the ground.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  I grabbed the charging handle with my 3 

left hand --  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  -- and pulled that back, chambered a 6 

round.  7 

CZ:  Okay.   8 

TB:  Locked the door, closed it, and --  9 

CZ:  Okay.  10 

TB:  -- went to the rear.  11 

CZ:  And why did you do that?   12 

TB:  Put a round in the chamber?   13 

CZ:  Yeah.  14 

TB:  So I can be effective.  15 

CZ:  What do you mean?   16 

TB:  Well, if there's no round in the 17 

chamber I can't en- -- if there's a target that 18 

I've identified, I can't engage it.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  Because if I pull the trigger when the 21 

weapon's off safe, it's not going to do anything.   22 

CZ:  Okay.   23 

BR:  Based on what you saw and -- and heard 24 

from that point, did you believe you may have to 25 

encounter a --  26 

TB:  Absolutely.  27 
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BR:  Yeah?   1 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  So if you don't mind -- 2 

oh, one last, before we go, how far would you 3 

estimate your vehicle is from the front doors of 4 

Borderline where you stopped and where you're 5 

standing?   6 

TB:  Oh, maybe a hundred feet.  I think 7 

there was two parking stalls that can fit two 8 

vehicles facing each other in between.  So maybe a 9 

hundred, hundred and fifty feet.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  So you're now, now you 11 

and your partner are behind the vehicle, your 12 

patrol vehicle.  Can you tell me what happens 13 

next?   14 

TB:  Well, we started maneuvering to the 15 

right where we saw people coming out of -- I 16 

didn't know if it was at the time, the rear of the 17 

building and we saw people yelling over -- or I 18 

saw people yelling over there and I started 19 

heading that direction.   20 

CZ:  When you say to the right, you're 21 

talking about the right of your patrol car or --  22 

TB:  The right of the patrol car and if 23 

you're looking at Borderline, it'd be to the right 24 

of Borderline.  25 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  26 

TB:  Using the cars for cover because some 27 
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people that were, individuals coming out were 1 

yelling that there -- he's in the back of 2 

Borderline.   3 

CZ:  Okay.   4 

TB:  So that's where we started heading.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  What happened next?   6 

TB:  That's when I started seeing other 7 

people   that were there like tending, I'm 8 

assuming, wounded people that might have got hurt, 9 

behind cars, hiding and -- and they're -- you want 10 

to help them but you can't.  And they're asking 11 

for help and we -- we have to focus on the -- the 12 

threat.  But just seeing them come out and --  13 

BR:  How did that make you feel seeing what 14 

you were seeing?   15 

TB:  That I just wanted to run straight for 16 

the front door, but I know like can't do that.  I 17 

had -- at the time I didn't hear rounds being 18 

fired so I didn't know where he was.  If, from 19 

where my patrol vehicle was to Borderline, eighty 20 

percent of that side is all window.  And I can see 21 

inside, but it's dark inside, parking lot's 22 

well-lit that most likely whoever's inside can see 23 

the parking lot.     24 

So not knowing what weapon system he or  25 

she might have had, what they were doing, I mean, 26 

obviously they were hurting people, but what   27 
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they -- their intent, can't run straight for the 1 

front door with no cover.  So I went where I saw 2 

and was told he's at, which is towards the rear.   3 

CZ:  Okay.  So someone mentioned he's 4 

towards the rear of the business?   5 

TB:  What's that?   6 

CZ:  Someone mentioned to you the -- the 7 

suspect's towards the rear of the --  8 

TB:  From what I recall --  9 

CZ:  -- business?   10 

TB:  -- yes.   11 

CZ:  Okay.  And from the time you left your 12 

vehicle to this point, you haven't heard any 13 

gunshots; is that correct?   14 

TB:  I honestly don't remember.   15 

CZ:  Okay.  And when you're mentioning to 16 

the rear of the business, where -- where, can you 17 

describe where that is?  Up -- up, staring at the 18 

front door?   19 

TB:  If you orient, if you're staring from 20 

where my patrol vehicle was at Borderline, based 21 

off the -- the 101 freeway being north and south, 22 

I was facing east.   23 

CZ:  Okay.  24 

TB:  So from my patrol vehicle to 25 

Borderline would be east.  So when I say the rear 26 

to the right, it's the south of the building.  To 27 
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the north would be to the left of the building.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  2 

TB:  Which was where a lot of the windows 3 

wrap around it.  Being familiar with the freeway 4 

side of the building, most of that side is all 5 

window.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  I'm going to show a diagram 7 

here.  It's a Google Maps printout of the parking 8 

lot of Borderline.  Just take a second and just 9 

kind of look at this real quick.  And when you've 10 

kind of oriented yourself, let me know.  11 

TB:  I'm oriented.   12 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you see where on this -- in 13 

this aerial, is this a accurate picture of the 14 

area -- an aerial photo of the --  15 

TB:  Yes.  Do -- 16 

CZ:  -- parking lot?  Okay.  Do -- 17 

TB:  Parking lot and building.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you know, can you see where 19 

you parked your patrol vehicle?   20 

TB:  Yes.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  I'm going to hand you a marker.  22 

Let's see, I think the black Sharpie probably 23 

would be the best.  Can you just put a V, the 24 

letter V where you parked your vehicle for the -- 25 

for V, for vehicle.  And then circle it, please.  26 

Okay.  And then where's your north and south 27 
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orientation on this?  Or can you draw like north 1 

or south or draw where north is.  2 

TB:  Okay.   3 

CZ:  And can you point to where you -- the 4 

front door is of Borderline when you're talking 5 

about the front door?  Okay.  So right there, 6 

okay.  And when you're talking about the rear of 7 

Borderline, where are you talking about?   8 

TB:  To the right.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you put an R and circle it 10 

for me there?  Okay.  And so thank you for that.   11 

TB:  You're welcome.     12 

CZ:  So now, so you're saying that people 13 

were telling you that the -- the suspect's to the 14 

rear of the buil- -- vehicle, or building.  15 

TB:  There's a shooter at the rear.  16 

CZ:  Shooter at the rear.  Okay.  And what 17 

happens next?   18 

TB:  We use the parking lot, the vehicles 19 

for cover.  As we got closer, I can see the 20 

windows.  If I remember correctly, I had my weapon 21 

faced that direction, my rifle.  As my partner's 22 

with me, using the cars so I can cover the window 23 

in case there's someone that pops up.  At the time 24 

there was people running out from the rear of the 25 

building  to some cars over here and trying to 26 

hide behind them under the --  27 
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CZ:  When you say, "over here," you're 1 

talking about the parking lot?   2 

TB:  I'm sorry.  To the -- the rear of the 3 

building there's a parking lot that wraps around 4 

to the rear of the building.  They were running to 5 

the parking area.  As we got closer, the rear is 6 

actually blocked of by a fence from the outside so 7 

you'd have to be -- continue traveling east 8 

towards the freeway to actually see behind that 9 

fence.   10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  I didn't know that until at that 12 

point.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

TB:  And during this, I believe I was 15 

putting out radio traffic approaching the 16 

building, I -- I do not recall.  17 

CZ:  So if I hear this here, you -- you and 18 

your partner move towards the rear of the 19 

building?   20 

TB:  Yes.  21 

CZ:  Do you ever get to the rear?   22 

TB:  I got to where the fence is, which is 23 

where    I -- how I found out I could not see nor 24 

access the rear door.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  I then went back to these, the cars 27 
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over here and --  1 

CZ:  So you're pointing towards the,    2 

like --  3 

TB:  To the -- to the rear.  4 

CZ:  South.  Would be south.  5 

TB:  South of the building --  6 

CZ:  Okay.   7 

TB:  -- where I saw some of the people to 8 

see if I can get -- 'cause if they came out the 9 

rear and I have people running towards me saying 10 

there's a shooter at the rear of the building, see 11 

if they have a better description, something like 12 

that.  'Cause at the time I don't recall hearing 13 

any rounds going off.  14 

CZ:  Okay.   15 

TB:  And then if I remember correctly, 16 

that's when I believe I heard Ventura County 17 

Sheriff units starting to arrive on scene.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  And then what happens?   19 

TB:  I don't -- I don't remember if I 20 

linked up with a de- -- a -- a couple of deputies 21 

at the rear of the building or if I -- we went 22 

back to where the deputies parked on Rolling Oaks.  23 

But I did link up with them.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  When you say you -- you "linked 25 

up," you mean meet up with them?   26 

TB:  Yes.  Made contact.  27 
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CZ:  Made contact with.  And you say "a 1 

couple" deputies.  Were there more than one at 2 

that point?   3 

TB:  I don't remember.   4 

CZ:  Okay.  What's the next thing you do 5 

remember?   6 

TB:  Knowing from training and experience 7 

that we need to get inside the building.  We 8 

needed to get inside.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  Is that a thought that you had?   10 

TB:  It was my thought from when we 11 

arrived.  But with all the unknowns and not 12 

hearing rounds going off at the time, I was trying 13 

to get more information.  I knew he -- people -- 14 

other unit -- other departments were headed to 15 

this location.  So the whole time I'm trying to 16 

formulate a plan and not knowing what's going on 17 

inside, once I linked up with a deputy, a 18 

sergeant, we decided to head to the -- towards the 19 

front door.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  So you met with a -- with a 21 

Ventura County Sheriff's sergeant?   22 

TB:  Yes.  23 

CZ:  Did you know the sergeant from any 24 

past contacts or encounters?   25 

TB:  I think possibly backing up on a stop.  26 

I don't recall his name.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  1 

TB:  And --  2 

CZ:  And where did you, do you remember 3 

meeting up with the sergeant?  And if you don't 4 

remember, it's okay.   5 

TB:  I -- I don't.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  But I -- I know it was in the parking 8 

lot.  9 

CZ:  Somewhere in the parking lot.   10 

TB:  Yes.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  Was it just you that met up 12 

with the -- the sergeant or was your partner with 13 

you as well, Officer Espinoza?   14 

TB:  From what I remember, I believe she 15 

was with me.   16 

CZ:  Okay.  So you, your partner, possibly, 17 

from what you remember, and the sergeant meet up.  18 

Do you guys discuss anything?   19 

TB:  Since I was first on scene, I was 20 

trying to give him as much information and let him 21 

know possibly at the rear of the building, there's 22 

windows around the whole thing and there -- then 23 

where the front door was based off when I saw it.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  Before I go ahead, for the -- 25 

one question I forgot to ask that I know I'm going 26 

to ask in the beginning.  There were -- there was 27 
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a video footage of your response in this incident 1 

captured on, I call it the dash cam.  I believe 2 

you call it the MVAR system of your patrol car.  3 

TB:  Uh-huh.  4 

CZ:  Have you had a chance before our 5 

conversation to review the video footage with your 6 

representative and review the footage?   7 

TB:  Yes.  But not from all the way back to 8 

that initial stop and me driving here.  It was 9 

mainly actions on scene.  So once I linked up with 10 

the deputy, that's when I --  11 

CZ:  That's the point of the footage that 12 

you started watching?   13 

TB:  Yes.  14 

CZ:  Okay.     15 

TB:  I didn't watch up --  16 

CZ:  Up to that point.   17 

TB:  Prior to that.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  Was there video and audio    19 

for -- of the footage that you did watch?   20 

TB:  Yes.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  So -- so from the point where 22 

you linked up with the sheriff's sergeant, onward, 23 

you watched?   24 

TB:  Yes.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  So you meet up with the 26 

sheriff's sergeant, you relay some information to 27 
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him.  Then what happens?   1 

TB:  I -- I think we went straight for the 2 

front door.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember how you guys 4 

moved?  Were you guys in a formation?  Were you 5 

guys walking, running, jogging?   6 

TB:  It was Sergeant in front of me, me, 7 

and then my partner behind me.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  And did the sergeant have a 9 

weapon in his hand?   10 

TB:  Yes.  11 

CZ:  What gun?   12 

TB:  He had a rifle.   13 

CZ:  Okay.  And did you have a weapon in 14 

your hand at this point?   15 

TB:  A rifle, yes.  16 

CZ:  And your partner did?  Officer 17 

Espinoza, did she have a --  18 

TB:  A shotgun.  19 

CZ:  Shotgun.  Okay.  So you guys are all 20 

three in that order.  You're heading to the front 21 

door of the business, correct?   22 

TB:  Yes.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  Then what happens?   24 

TB:  There's a staircase that goes to the 25 

front door.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  Tell me about the staircase.   27 
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TB:  Maybe six steps, a railing; I believe 1 

it's made of wood, on the left and on the right.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  Shattered glass, door.  I don't know 4 

if it was open or if it was shattered so it was 5 

actually closed and you just walk through and then 6 

there was a body on the ground.  7 

CZ:  Okay.   8 

TB:  Not moving.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  So you see this.  How do you 10 

feel?  What are you thinking?   11 

TB:  I don't know if he's the shooter.     12 

I -- I -- I don't know if he's a victim.  I don't 13 

know anything.   14 

CZ:  So that's what you're thinking?  What 15 

are    you -- how do you feel at this point?   16 

TB:  Typically when we don't hear moving 17 

towards the gunfire, we check people and I think I 18 

kept telling the sarge that we got to -- we got to 19 

go in.   20 

CZ:  Okay.  21 

TB:  And so got to the top.  22 

CZ:  Who got up to the top, all of you?   23 

TB:  I believe my partner was behind me.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  Sergeant was in front of me.   26 

CZ:  Then what happens?   27 
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TB:  We're on the little landing before you 1 

enter, which is a -- where the stairs come to a 2 

flat.   3 

CZ:  Okay.  4 

TB:  And I see the body on the ground.  As 5 

we're at the entrance, you can see a good portion 6 

inside.  So we were doing a quick scan.  It was 7 

very hazy in there or smoky, almost like the club 8 

has a smoke machine.  So some parts were hard to 9 

see.   10 

I didn't hear any noise coming from inside.  11 

I -- I think we were at the door and I looked over 12 

at the -- the body on the ground.  He had a shirt 13 

that said security.  I don't remember if I went 14 

and checked his pulse or anything like that.     15 

But as we saw him, someone popped up from 16 

the right.  There's a counter there.  I'm assuming 17 

that's where you pay.  18 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  19 

TB:  Popped up, a light-colored shirt, hat 20 

on, and next thing I know, it's like he ambushed 21 

us and just started shooting.  So from what I 22 

remember, we -- the sergeant and I started 23 

shooting back as we're trying to move away from 24 

the door 'cause there's nowhere else to go.  It's 25 

like a -- a funnel.  It's kill zone.  And started 26 

moving away and -- and I get to the corner of the 27 
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building outside the stair and as I'm firing and 1 

looking at him, thinking the sarge is with me, 2 

then just a lot of shooting.  Backing up, trying 3 

to get behind cover, noticing little things; the 4 

shooter, holes in the wall from the rounds and --  5 

CZ:  Okay.  6 

TB:  -- got behind the brick wall and --  7 

CZ:  Oh well, go ahead.   8 

TB:  -- realized later Sergeant wasn't with 9 

me anymore.  Like behind me or --  10 

CZ:  What -- what went through your head?  11 

What did you start thinking?   12 

TB:  Where is he?  Why did I leave him?  13 

Where's my partner at?   14 

CZ:  What did you think at that moment 15 

happened to the sergeant if you had any thoughts 16 

about it?   17 

TB:  That I failed if I wasn't there with 18 

him.  19 

CZ:  What else were you thinking?   20 

TB:  I need to go back.  I need to go get 21 

him.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you know where your partner 23 

was, Officer Espinoza?   24 

TB:  She was to my right 'cause I remember 25 

yelling my name.  26 

CZ:  You heard her yelling your name?  What 27 
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did   she -- what was she saying if you remember?   1 

TB:  I think checking on me.  2 

CZ:  What was that?   3 

TB:  Checking on me.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  And then what happened?   5 

TB:  At -- I cornered myself into a corner 6 

and just kept my gun up there where the entrance 7 

is at.  8 

CZ:  I see you're having -- you're -- 9 

you're a little upset right now.   10 

TB:  I'm mad.   11 

CZ:  Tell me about it.   12 

TB:  As a team we went up there and I 13 

thought he was with me coming back.   14 

CZ:  Okay.   15 

TB:  I didn't --  16 

CZ:  What was that?   17 

TB:  I -- and I kept shooting at the guy 18 

that was shooting at us.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  I don't even know how many rounds I 21 

shot.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  Just a minute, we'll come back 23 

to that at this point.  But there's some more 24 

questions I have, a little bit.  You mention you 25 

guys get up to the front door or up towards the 26 

door.  And you mentioned you saw a body sit -- a 27 
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body on the ground, it said security.  Does that 1 

person appear to be alive or deceased in your 2 

opinion?   3 

TB:  Deceased.   4 

CZ:  Did you see any injuries to them?   5 

TB:  I think I saw blood around him, but --  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  -- it was more of a quick glimpse.   8 

CZ:  Okay.  What do you think had happened 9 

to him when you first saw him, if you had a 10 

thought?   11 

TB:  If he's a security guard at -- at the 12 

entrance, he might have been the first target of 13 

the shooter.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

TB:  So, he most likely was the first one 16 

shot.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  How did that make you feel to 18 

know there's a security guard lying there dead on 19 

the ground?   20 

TB:  That maybe I can still help him.  But 21 

I don't know he's dead.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  23 

TB:  So if I can find whoever's doing this, 24 

the sergeant and I, then we can still helping 25 

other people.   26 

CZ:  Okay.   27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

75 

 

BR:  And for clarification, that's the -- 1 

the security guard, where is he at?  Is he inside 2 

the building or outside the building?   3 

TB:  Where the entrance door is, like I 4 

said I don't know if it was open or closed or if 5 

the window is just shattered and it was closed.  6 

But he was just to the inside, to the left.  7 

BR:  Okay.  8 

TB:  His body was oriented, his head 9 

towards the west.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  And so --  11 

TB:  And so (INAUDIBLE) towards the inside 12 

of the club.  13 

BR:  Can you -- is anything being said by 14 

any parties at this time?   15 

TB:  At -- at -- what do you mean parties?   16 

BR:  Either you, the sergeant, people?   17 

TB:  I mean, we were talking back and 18 

forth, continuing, you know, this is what people 19 

told me.  And I -- I think I recall just telling 20 

the sergeant we need to go in, we need to go in, 21 

we need to get the threat.  22 

BR:  Okay.  And so when you see the 23 

security guard down inside the building, where are 24 

you and the sergeant at in relation to the -- to 25 

the threshold of the door?   26 

TB:  At a -- at the threshold.  27 
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BR:  Okay.  So -- 1 

TB:  I believe our weapons were oriented 2 

inside as we were scanning with our weapons.  You 3 

always look where your --  4 

BR:  Okay.  5 

TB:  Your weapon is facing.  6 

BR:  Okay.  From there, do you progress 7 

into, inside the building?   8 

TB:  I don't remember.  9 

BR:  Okay.   10 

TB:  I know to the right of the entrance 11 

there's a counter.  12 

BR:  Okay.  13 

TB:  Like I said, I think that's where you 14 

check in, pay, coat check, something like that.  15 

And that's where the guy popped up.  16 

BR:  Okay.  So when -- when -- when the guy 17 

popped up and he -- you said that it was like he 18 

ambushed you guys.  Where, to the best of your 19 

recollection, where are you and the sergeant at 20 

when that occurred?   21 

TB:  Right in front of him.  22 

BR:  So are you guys still at the threshold 23 

of the door or are you guys inside?   24 

TB:  I think we might have had one foot 25 

inside.  26 

BR:  Okay.   27 
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CZ:  And your relation -- your body in 1 

relation to the sergeant's, where is that?  Are 2 

you standing shoulder to shoulder?   3 

TB:  He's pretty much shoulder to shoulder 4 

to my -- he's leading so he's my right front.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  So his left shoulder --  6 

TB:  I was at his left shoulder.  7 

CZ:  You were -- your right shoulder was at 8 

his left shoulder?   9 

TB:  I can put -- I was able to, if I 10 

wanted to, put my right arm on his left shoulder.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  And --  12 

TB:  And cup his shoulder.  13 

CZ:  And are you guys standing dead smack 14 

in the middle of door, are you canted on one side 15 

or the other?   16 

TB:  It's -- it's tough to answer because 17 

like I said I don't know if that was a door.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  19 

TB:  If it was double door, if it was a 20 

closed door and the window was shattered.  I don't 21 

recall.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  I'll rephrase the question.  Do 23 

you have any cover, concealment?  And --  24 

TB:  Well --  25 

CZ:  And let me start off with, you're 26 

familiar with the terms cover and concealment 27 
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(INAUDIBLE).  1 

TB:  I am.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you have any cover or 3 

concealment at that point?   4 

TB:  That countertop to the right would be 5 

some kind of cover, slash, concealment to the 6 

right.  But I don't know what's on the other side.  7 

It could be just thin pieces of wood.   8 

CZ:  So would it be safe to say you're 9 

staring at the -- this opening 'cause you don't 10 

know if it's a door or whatever, this opening that 11 

leads into the business.  Were you more towards 12 

the right of the opening or --  13 

TB:  To the -- to the right.  14 

CZ:  More towards right.  15 

TB:  Pretty much right along that 16 

countertop.  17 

CZ:  Okay.   18 

TB:  Fully exposed from the front, which is 19 

why we were trying to get away from being out in 20 

the open.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  22 

BR:  And so you said this guy pops up and 23 

you said that countertop's to the right.  How 24 

close is he to that countertop?   25 

TB:  The countertop kind of goes back, so 26 

he's maybe two feet inside of the countertop.  27 
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BR:  Okay.  So how -- how -- and you said 1 

the sergeant was just shortly in front of you to 2 

your right.  What do you estimate like the 3 

distance from that person that popped up and    4 

the -- and the -- away from the sergeant?   5 

TB:  Five feet.  6 

BR:  Five feet?   7 

TB:  I can even describe the pistol he had.   8 

CZ:  Go for it.   9 

TB:  Black pistol with a long magazine.  10 

CZ:  What do you mean by like a long --  11 

TB:  Extended magazine to hold more rounds 12 

in the pistol.  13 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  14 

TB:  Black in color.  15 

CZ:  When you say pistol, you're talking 16 

about handgun?   17 

TB:  A hand -- semiautomatic handgun.  18 

CZ:  What color was it?   19 

TB:  Black.   20 

CZ:  And so he -- you see him and you say 21 

you -- him pop up.  Does that mean he was kind of 22 

crouching down or he was out the view?   23 

TB:  I don't even know what was on the 24 

other side.   25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  So he could have walked up there.  But 27 
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when we initially -- or when I initially saw him, 1 

he was kind of a pop-up stance.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  And he's holding a pistol.  3 

TB:  Yes.  4 

CZ:  And you described the pistol.  What 5 

does he do with the pistol?   6 

TB:  He's firing as we saw him.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you -- so do you see a 8 

muzzle flash?   9 

TB:  I don't --  10 

CZ:  How do you -- I guess how do you know 11 

he was firing?   12 

TB:  The noise.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

TB:  The pops.  15 

CZ:  Okay.   16 

TB:  I know I haven't pulled my trigger.  17 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  18 

TB:  I don't know if the sarge did.  19 

CZ:  Okay.   20 

TB:  But I saw the pistol in the hand    21 

fa- -- pointing at us.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  And we're talking about the 23 

suspect, correct?   24 

TB:  Yes.  25 

CZ:  He had -- a male suspect?   26 

TB:  Male.  White or light-colored shirt 27 
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with a dark-colored jacket possibly.  And black 1 

hat.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember which hand he's 3 

holding this firearm in?   4 

TB:  I believe it was the right.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  And you said he's pointing it 6 

at you and firing?   7 

TB:  Yes.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you explain that a little 9 

bit more in detail?  Like what is it that you 10 

remember seeing?   11 

TB:  Him pointing and suddenly hearing   12 

all the pop, pop, pop, pop, pop towards us.  And 13 

so we -- I start shooting back and like I said, 14 

trying to get to some point of cover behind the 15 

corner that's right there.  It's better than 16 

nothing.  Continue to fire as I backed up.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  Let me back up a little bit.  18 

When you and the sergeant and your partner get to 19 

the threshold of the door, at that moment before 20 

the suspect pops up, what do you hear?   21 

TB:  Music.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  23 

TB:  TV.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  Still people yelling.  I don't know if 26 

it was coming from inside or outside.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.   1 

TB:  My radio going off and then I turned 2 

the volume down real quick so I don't give my -- 3 

us away.  4 

CZ:  Okay.   5 

TB:  I think that's it.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  What do you see?   7 

TB:  The lights inside, smoke everywhere 8 

like they have a -- or a smoke machine.  9 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  10 

TB:  It was very foggy, hazy.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  The body to my left, the bar to the 13 

front, tables to the left, another counter to the 14 

front, door to the right, dance floor to the 15 

right.  I'm just thinking all those different 16 

areas he can hide and we're out in the open.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  Now my next question is, what's 18 

going through your mind?  How do you feel?  You're 19 

at the threshold to this door.  You don't hear any 20 

gunshots, correct?   21 

TB:  Correct.  22 

CZ:  There's all these places you said that 23 

he could be hiding.  It's hard to see 'cause of 24 

the smoke.  How do  you -- what do you -- what's 25 

going through your head?  How do you feel at this 26 

moment?   27 
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TB:  Wish we had more people.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  What else, if anything?   2 

TB:  Scanning, looking for anything that 3 

would pop up.  Not thinking he'd be close.  4 

CZ:  And I'm sorry, what was the last?   5 

TB:  Not thinking he'd be close or --  6 

CZ:  Not --  7 

TB:  -- anything would be close next to us.  8 

CZ:  Okay.   9 

TB:  Where is everyone else?  How come no 10 

one else is here?   11 

CZ:  What do you mean by that?  Like other 12 

law enforcement?   13 

TB:  Other law enforcement.   14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

TB:  I mean, they could have been.  I --  16 

CZ:  Just didn't see them?   17 

TB:  Yeah.   18 

CZ:  Okay.  Were you comfortable with where 19 

you were standing and based on everything --  20 

TB:  No.  That's why we're -- I was trying 21 

to, talking to him saying we got to -- because of 22 

all the cover, I can see inside, we've got to get 23 

inside 'cause that's going to be our only cover.   24 

CZ:  And was there any announcements made 25 

by anybody?   26 

TB:  I don't know.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  So here you are, you're feeling 1 

uncomfortable.  You mentioned everything that 2 

you're seeing and hearing and then all of a sudden 3 

the next thing you see is someone pop up holding a 4 

gun.  And then they point that gun at you.  5 

TB:  He's already pulling the trigger when 6 

he pops up.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  8 

TB:  And -- but like time stopped.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  Explain that.  10 

TB:  It probably was only seconds when he 11 

popped up, pulling the trigger, but it's almost 12 

like the weapon was just still and not moving.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  So the moment this -- this 14 

person pops up and you see a gun in their hands 15 

and it's pointing toward you and he's pulling the 16 

trigger, at that very moment, what went on through 17 

your head?  What did you think?   18 

TB:  I need to start shooting.  19 

CZ:  And why?   20 

TB:  It's either he's going to shoot me or 21 

I'm going to shoot him.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  How did you feel?   23 

TB:  Like I couldn't move fast enough.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  Why did you feel that you 25 

needed to move fast?   26 

TB:  Because he's already pulling the 27 
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trigger and I haven't pulled mine yet.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  And what did you think would 2 

have happened if you didn't move or react?   3 

TB:  I -- I wasn't thinking that.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  I didn't have time.   6 

CZ:  What were you thinking?   7 

TB:  I need to shoot him.  8 

CZ:  Okay.   9 

RC:  When -- why did you feel you needed to 10 

shoot him?   11 

TB:  Because he's already -- someone's 12 

pointing a gun and pulling a trigger at -- at the 13 

sergeant and myself and --  14 

CZ:  And --  15 

TB:  -- I feared that weren't going to make 16 

it out of there.  17 

CZ:  Okay.   18 

TB:  He's obviously there for a reason.  19 

He's already killed some people based off me 20 

seeing a body here.  So he's already done harm to 21 

other people and he still has a weapon and we're 22 

standing in the open and he's pointing a gun --  23 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  24 

TB:  -- pulling the trigger.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  You made a comment, I feel like 26 

I'm not going to be able to get out of here, to 27 
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that effect.  What do you mean by that?   1 

TB:  What do you -- what?   2 

CZ:  You made a comment a second ago,    3 

you -- you thought that -- that you may not be 4 

able to get out of here.   5 

TB:  Oh, if I didn't shoot?   6 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  Yes.  7 

TB:  I still don't know how many shooters, 8 

what weapon systems, but I mean, it's not what 9 

you're thinking at the moment.  But if -- if we  10 

go -- if we get shot, we have weapons --  11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  -- that he could use.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

BR:  You -- you mentioned earlier that you 15 

thought the sar- -- the sergeant fired his weapon.  16 

TB:  I -- I don't -- I don't know.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

BR:  So you don't -- you don't know if the 19 

sergeant fired his weapon?   20 

TB:  I don't.  21 

BR:  Okay.  22 

TB:  I just heard guns being fired.  23 

BR:  Okay.   24 

CZ:  Did you see, at this vantage point, at 25 

this moment, did you see anybody else inside the 26 

establishment running out towards you, any other 27 
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victims, anybody?   1 

TB:  I don't -- I don't recall.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention earlier something 3 

about being in the "kill zone."  So this gentleman 4 

starts shooting at you, you mention the word kill 5 

zone.  Tell me about, what you mean by the kill 6 

zone?   7 

TB:  There's only one place to go and it's 8 

back.   9 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  10 

TB:  He has already gotten an advantage.  11 

He's inside.  He's, I don't want to say 12 

barricaded, but he's behind cover.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

TB:  We're out in the open.  So unless we 15 

can find cover, we can't stop pulling the trigger 16 

until we can find cover.   17 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  18 

TB:  Otherwise, I don't want to say we're 19 

sitting ducks, but yeah.  I mean --  20 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention you saw holes in 21 

the walls.  Where -- where did you see holes in 22 

the walls?   23 

TB:  As I was getting behind that -- the 24 

corner to the left of the door, I can see the 25 

rounds hitting the wall.  And, 'cause the wall, 26 

the stucco is white or tan and I can see all    27 
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the -- the dark holes hitting the wall as he's 1 

shooting at me as I'm getting to that wall as I'm 2 

firing back at him.  3 

CZ:  And this is the wall -- can you 4 

describe where the wall is and in pr- -- in 5 

relation to the door?   6 

TB:  If you're -- if you're going up the 7 

stairs to the landing to enter the building, it's 8 

to the left of it just, it catty-corners -- it 9 

goes off from the landing.  I think there's a 10 

planter, a box up there that's just dirt.   11 

CZ:  Okay.  So this -- this person jumps 12 

out, points the gun at you.  You -- you realize 13 

that you have to react.  What -- what -- how did 14 

you react to it?   15 

TB:  Pointed my rifle that direction and 16 

started firing my weapon as I was trying to 17 

retreat to cover.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  19 

TB:  So that I can continue to engage.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  And what is your vision of 21 

focus at right now at this point?   22 

TB:  Him.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  And where is the sergeant at 24 

this point, if you know?   25 

TB:  When we were at the door, he was to my 26 

right.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And where's your partner, 1 

Officer Espinoza, if you know?   2 

TB:  I don't.  I know she was, as we 3 

approached, behind me.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  This gentleman's pointing a 5 

firearm at you, also the sergeant?   6 

TB:  Yes.  7 

CZ:  What about Officer Espinoza?  Was she 8 

in the --  9 

TB:  I -- I don't know.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  And --  11 

TB:  Are we allowed to pause for a 12 

restroom?   13 

BR:  Yeah, yeah.  14 

CZ:  Absolutely.     15 

So let's just -- it's 11:11.  We'll go off 16 

the record and we'll take a break. 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

                     27 
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CZ:  Okay.  We are back on the record.  The 1 

time is 11:33 a.m., Thursday, December -- I'm 2 

sorry, Thursday, November 8th at 11:33 a.m.    3 

The same four parties in the room with 4 

Officer Barrett.  Okay.     5 

Officer Barrett, we -- we left off talking 6 

about the moment where someone popped up from 7 

behind the counter and started shooting.  You 8 

mentioned that the suspect was shooting as he was 9 

getting up.   10 

TB:  Yes.  11 

CZ:  Do you remember -- do you remember 12 

talking about that?   13 

TB:  Yes.  14 

CZ:  You mentioned the gun was pointed 15 

towards you and the sergeant; is that -- do you 16 

remember saying that?   17 

TB:  Yes.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  What do you think that that 19 

person's intentions were at that moment?   20 

TB:  At that moment?   21 

CZ:  At that moment, what do you think that 22 

person's intentions were?   23 

TB:  It was to kill us.  24 

CZ:  Okay.   25 

TB:  And with the gun pointing at us, he 26 

definitely had every means to do it.   27 
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CZ:  Okay.   1 

TB:  He got the jump on us, like an ambush 2 

so he definitely had the ability to end us.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  You used the word "ambush."  4 

Tell me what that means.  5 

TB:  When you walk into a situation that 6 

you don't know about and someone -- like if you go 7 

into a haunted house and someone jumps out at you, 8 

they scare you.  Same kind of thing, you don't 9 

know what's there.  In the military, you could be 10 

walking down a trail and there's people set up 11 

with weapons facing you and all you hear is -- or 12 

see is gunfire.   13 

You -- he was hiding behind something, 14 

waited for us to get to a certain point where we 15 

essentially had nowhere to retreat to or to get 16 

cover.  He popped up and engaged us.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

TB:  Surprised us.  Gave us very little 19 

time to react.  And, yeah.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  21 

BR:  Did he say anything to you guys?   22 

TB:  All I heard was gunfire.   23 

BR:  Okay.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  So you reacted.  You reacted 25 

and you mentioned, by shooting back.   26 

TB:  Yes.  27 
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CZ:  What were you shooting with?   1 

TB:  My rifle --  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  -- that I had.  4 

CZ:  And where were you pointing the rifle?   5 

TB:  Directly at him.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  And while -- and you started 7 

shooting; is that correct?   8 

TB:  Yes.  9 

CZ:  And were you moving or staying 10 

stationary while you were shooting?   11 

TB:  I don't remember.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  13 

TB:  I know I wanted to try and find cover.  14 

But I don't know if it's while I was pulling the 15 

trigger.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you know how many rounds 17 

that you fired?   18 

TB:  Five, ten rounds.  I --  19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  I don't know.   21 

CZ:  Okay.  At any point during this 22 

incident, did you switch out magazines, change 23 

magazines, do what sometimes is referred to as 24 

either the -- a speed load, a tac load, manipulate 25 

the gun's magazines in any way?   26 

TB:  Not while I was engaging him.   27 
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CZ:  Okay.  What about after?   1 

TB:  Afterwards I did.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  Explain what you did.  3 

TB:  I removed the mag -- or I removed the 4 

magazine from the -- the butt stock pouch that was 5 

closest to me as if I'm holding the rifle, so the 6 

left side of it.  Removed the magazine from the 7 

magazine well, put in the fresh magazine and then 8 

put the other magazine from the magazine well into 9 

the butt stock pouch.   10 

CZ:  Okay.  Have you ever heard of the 11 

term, the -- the gun ran dry?   12 

TB:  Yes.  13 

CZ:  What does that mean to you?   14 

TB:  Dry means you now have -- the weapon's 15 

essentially a -- a paperweight.  There's no ammo 16 

for it.   17 

CZ:  No ammo in it?   18 

TB:  You've expended all your rounds --  19 

CZ:  That's it, that was in it?   20 

TB:  -- which in -- in that case, would be 21 

for me, sixty rounds.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  Have you ever been 23 

inside Borderline before this incident?   24 

TB:  No.  25 

CZ:  In your entire life?   26 

TB:  No.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  So you shoot back.  What's the 1 

next thing that happens?   2 

TB:  I was trying to get to that corner 3 

where I -- I mean, I can hear rounds hitting the 4 

wall.  I can see the holes, stuff -- I -- I think 5 

stuff was flying out.  It was just happening so 6 

fast.  And then I was able to get behind a brick 7 

wall that actually provided better cover than a 8 

wall that rounds can go through.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  How --  10 

TB:  Thinking Sergeant's with me the whole 11 

time.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  How far was your body, were 13 

you, from that wall that was -- you were seeing 14 

rounds hit?  What was the distance between you and 15 

that wall?   16 

TB:  Five feet.  17 

CZ:  Five feet?  So basically a wall five 18 

feet away from you is getting hit, struck with 19 

bullets?   20 

TB:  Yes.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember how many 22 

bullets?   23 

TB:  I think I saw three holes.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  I don't remember the exact number.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  So you're thinking the 27 
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sergeant's with you.  You go behind this brick 1 

wall.  Then what happens?   2 

TB:  I'm trying to catch my breath, 3 

breathe, reload.  I feel my partner say my name 4 

and I look around and there's no sergeant there.  5 

There are other brick walls in that area, but once 6 

I pointed my weapon back towards the door I saw 7 

someone lying there.  8 

CZ:  Wait, can you say that again, I didn't 9 

hear you.   10 

TB:  Once I changed magazines and pointed 11 

my weapon back towards the door, I saw someone 12 

laying out there on that landing --  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  -- that wasn't there before.   15 

CZ:  What did you see?   16 

TB:  A body.   17 

CZ:  Did -- could you identify who the body 18 

was?   19 

TB:  I believe it was the sergeant.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  21 

TB:  Because the shooter was on the other 22 

side of the cab- -- the cabinet or whatever it 23 

was.   24 

CZ:  Was the shooter still there?  From -- 25 

could you see the shooter?   26 

TB:  No.  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

7 

 

CZ:  No.  Where was the sergeant's body?   1 

TB:  To the right of the door on the 2 

outside --  3 

CZ:  Is it --  4 

TB:  -- where we were shooting from.  5 

CZ:  Say that again.  6 

TB:  Where we were shooting from.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  Where you saw his body was 8 

laying on the ground?   9 

TB:  Yes.  10 

CZ:  Where you saw his body, was it the 11 

exact same place or -- or the same place or a 12 

different place from where you guys are standing 13 

before you heard the suspect shooting at you guys?   14 

TB:  Close to the same spot.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  So I guess what I'm trying to 16 

say is, did it appear that the sergeant moved at 17 

all after the gun -- during or after the gunshots?   18 

TB:  No.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you see the sergeant return 20 

fire?   21 

TB:  I don't remember.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  Did -- did you hear the 23 

sergeant return fire?   24 

TB:  I heard a lot of gunfire and --  25 

CZ:  Could you identify where it was coming 26 

from or whose it was?   27 
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TB:  I know I was pulling the trigger and I 1 

know the suspect was.   2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  I don't know if Sarge did.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  Did the sergeant say anything 5 

before, during, or after the shooting?   6 

TB:  I think I heard a yell.  7 

CZ:  At what point?   8 

TB:  During the shooting.  9 

CZ:  What did you -- what did that yell 10 

mean to you?   11 

TB:  I don't know.   12 

CZ:  Okay.   13 

TB:  I don't even know where it came from.  14 

There was still all the yelling around us from 15 

people running and --  16 

CZ:  Okay.  17 

TB:  And sirens.  18 

BR:  Do you -- do you think your -- the 19 

rounds that you fired hit the suspect?   20 

TB:  I don't know.  I'd hope they did 21 

because that's the direction I was firing and he 22 

obviously planned on killing us.  And I mean, I 23 

was scared, I mean, when you -- you want to go 24 

home at night, safe.  And he didn't want to let 25 

anyone.   26 

CZ:  So if I understand the order of events 27 
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correctly, suspect starts shooting at you.  You 1 

return fire.  At some point you stop shooting.  At 2 

that point that you stop shooting back at the 3 

suspect, did you ever hear gunfire from the 4 

suspect after that?   5 

TB:  I don't know.   6 

CZ:  Okay.   7 

BR:  When you -- when you tried to find 8 

cover when you re- -- retreated, did you take a 9 

knee -- a knee?  You know, if you tried to make 10 

yourself like a smaller target?   11 

CZ:  Yes.  12 

BR:  Yeah?  Okay.   13 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  So you're showing 14 

us your left knee.  Looks -- looks as if there's 15 

like some abrasions and bruising there?   16 

TB:  Yes.  17 

CZ:  All right.  18 

TB:  From taking a knee.  19 

CZ:  Okay.   20 

BR:  So you -- so you know you didn't have 21 

that knee injury prior --  22 

TB:  No.  23 

BR:  -- to -- to your shift today?   24 

TB:  I did not.  It was from hitting    25 

some -- like a brick or concrete or something.  26 

BR:  Okay.  27 
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CZ:  Do you have any other injuries as a 1 

result of this incident?   2 

TB:  No.  This is from --  3 

CZ:  From --   4 

TB:  (INAUDIBLE) forward.  Small tear on 5 

the skin there, but that's it.   6 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  And that's the middle finger?   7 

TB:  Middle finger on the right hand.  8 

CZ:  On the right hand on the inside 9 

between your index finger and middle finger?  10 

Okay.  I'd like to take some photographs of those 11 

two before we're done if that's okay with you.  12 

TB:  It is.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

BR:  How do you think you got that, the 15 

injury on your -- on your right finger there?   16 

TB:  I don't know.   17 

CZ:  Do you have a -- the paper?     18 

I'm not trying to visualize what you're 19 

saying as far as where the sergeant's standing in 20 

relation to the opening, slash, door where you 21 

were.  What you saw inside the business, you 22 

mentioned he was somewhere by a counter, behind a 23 

counter.  I'd like for you to just -- and it 24 

doesn't have to be a work of art; just very brief 25 

sketch of, you know, what the scene looked like; 26 

not the scene but where the counter was in 27 
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relation to you.     1 

So can you just real quick draw like the -- 2 

the landing area, the door, and the counter.  And 3 

if you need more pieces of paper, 'cause you want 4 

to -- you messed up or something, let me know.  5 

TB:  You want me to write --  6 

CZ:  No, we'll -- we'll go through it.  I'm 7 

going to want you to explain it together.   8 

TB:  Okay.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  So can you explain kind of  10 

what -- what you're drawing here, just the scene 11 

as far as --  12 

TB:  These, the stairs that go up to this 13 

landing.  14 

CZ:  Okay.   15 

TB:  I know there's a railing on the left.  16 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  17 

TB:  This is the corner where the rounds 18 

hit the wall.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  So let's do this.  Let's use 20 

this red pen.  Where you put these three dots, 21 

that's the rounds hitting the wall?   22 

TB:  Yes.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you put -- just write 24 

rounds.  Okay.  25 

TB:  Stairwell.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  27 
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TB:  I don't remember if there's a railing 1 

on this side.  I think there is.  2 

CZ:  On the right side?  Okay.   3 

TB:  This is the landing.  4 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  5 

TB:  Security guard.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  So can we identify that?  Just 7 

write security with this red pen pointing to the 8 

body that you just drew?  Okay.   9 

TB:  These are glass doors.   10 

CZ:  Okay.  So is this -- is this 11 

symbolizing like double doors?   12 

TB:  I -- I don't know.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  This was -- you can see in.   15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  Both.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  18 

TB:  The only reason I made this kind of 19 

door is 'cause this is where we were.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  21 

TB:  And either the -- either it was open 22 

back here or the glass had already shattered 23 

completely.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  So this one is at a angle 25 

because --  26 

TB:  To show that that's --  27 
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CZ:  It was open?  Either open or soon -- 1 

or soon --  2 

TB:  Open or glass.  It's closed but all 3 

the sh- --  4 

CZ:  There was no glass.  Would it be safe 5 

to say there was no glass obstruction for you -- 6 

for could further walk in?   7 

TB:  Yes.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  So can we just label that as a 9 

door?  Okay.   10 

TB:  This is the counter.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you label that as counter?  12 

Okay.   13 

TB:  And there's tables and chairs back 14 

here, some kind of railing.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  Which could have been somewhere that 17 

he was hiding.  And then over here is --  18 

CZ:  You -- you mention that --  19 

TB:  One of the bars.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  You said that he "could have 21 

been" hiding.  Did you see him hiding back there?   22 

TB:  Like I said, there was a lot of smoke 23 

in there, possibly like a smoke machine or hazy.  24 

And then there was flashing lights from the dance 25 

floor I'm assuming.  So it was hard to tell.  I 26 

think it was banister so I should be able to see 27 
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past it or maybe it was solid.  I don't remember.   1 

CZ:  Okay.  So let me -- let me rephrase my 2 

question.  Did you see the suspect hiding behind 3 

these tables or chairs or was that a thought 4 

process that went through your head when you're 5 

assessing the scene; that this --  there -- that's 6 

a place that the suspect could hide?   7 

TB:  Anywhere I can't see beyond, I believe 8 

he could hide there.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  10 

TB:  This is one of those locations as well 11 

as the bar --  12 

CZ:  Okay.  13 

TB:  -- where bartenders would serve.  He 14 

could be ducking behind there.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  So can you label this bar and 16 

this tables and chairs right there?  Okay.   17 

TB:  I guess this would be a banister of 18 

sort.   19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

TB:  Railing.  21 

CZ:  And this counter, is this the only 22 

counter that you remember seeing?   23 

TB:  At the entrance, yes.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  And let's -- we're going to 25 

transition to a blue pen.  Is there anything else 26 

that you need -- you feel like you need to label?   27 
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TB:  No.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  Now with this blue pen, can you 2 

put the letter S where the sergeant was standing 3 

when the gunfire started?  Okay.  Okay.  Can you 4 

put the letter B where you were standing?  Okay.  5 

Do you know where Officer Espinoza was?   6 

TB:  I'm assuming behind us.   7 

CZ:  Did -- do you know that for a --  8 

TB:  I -- I do not --  9 

CZ:  Did you see her or --  10 

TB:  -- recall where she was.   11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  I didn't look around because my eyes 13 

were focused inside.  14 

CZ:  But at that moment, you believed she 15 

was behind you?   16 

TB:  All went up together.   17 

CZ:  Okay.  So can you put a E for where 18 

you believed that she was at?  Okay.  And then at 19 

some point you mention that the suspect popped up.  20 

Can you put a star and circle it where you -- 21 

where the suspect was?  Okay.  And so in your -- 22 

your writing, you -- you drew that star kind of in 23 

the middle of this countertop.  This countertop, 24 

can you tell me about it?  Is it wooden, is it 25 

glass, is it see-through, is it not?   26 

TB:  Wood.  27 
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CZ:  It's wooden?   1 

TB:  Some kind of dark brown material, 2 

possibly wood, fabricated wood.  Something like 3 

that.  Maybe four feet tall.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  So thank you.  Anything 5 

else that you feel that you need to show us on 6 

this diagram?   7 

TB:  No.  8 

CZ:  When you retreated from this point, 9 

can you draw north for me, if you don't mind, 10 

sorry, on this diagram?  When you retreated from 11 

your location where you'd have this letter B, 12 

which direction did you travel, north --  13 

TB:  Northwest.  14 

CZ:  -- south, east, west?   15 

TB:  Northwest.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  To where you marked where the 17 

rounds are?   18 

TB:  Yes.  19 

CZ:  Okay.   20 

TB:  Because as I was approaching, always 21 

look to see possible locations where I can fire 22 

from and that's the closest thing I saw where I 23 

could possibly get behind.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  How long would you estimate 25 

that you and the sergeant were at this location 26 

before the round -- before the suspect started 27 
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shooting at you?   1 

TB:  Maybe a couple minutes, as we were 2 

looking inside.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  4 

TB:  At least felt like a couple of 5 

minutes.  6 

CZ:  Were you and the sergeant talking at 7 

this point?   8 

TB:  Yes.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  Were you talking -- do you 10 

believe that based on where the suspect was 11 

standing in relation to you, did you think, and 12 

the -- that level of noise that was happening, do 13 

you think the suspect could have heard your guys' 14 

conversation or hear you guys talking?   15 

TB:  Possibly.  16 

CZ:  Okay.   17 

BR:  Were you using your flashlight to aid 18 

your -- your viewing into the Borderline?   19 

TB:  I don't remember if I did.  I think 20 

the sarge did 'cause I think he had one on his 21 

rifle but I didn't remember.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  And then so you retreat 23 

to this location and then what happens?  So you 24 

mentioned you retreated here to look for your 25 

partner.   26 

TB:  Well --  27 
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CZ:  She was calling.   1 

TB:  -- I retreated here and right over 2 

here.  I guess I should draw it better.  There's a 3 

brick wall.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  This is like a -- a landing.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  So I was able to jump down from the 8 

brick wall to use that as cover.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  And then what happened next?   10 

TB:  I believe I was still engaging or 11 

trying to shoot him 'cause I saw him and heard the 12 

rounds or I heard the shooting and I can see him 13 

with his black hat and --  14 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember where you were 15 

when you started shooting?   16 

TB:  Somewhere on the landing.  I -- I 17 

don't know.  I'm not sure where on the landing.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember seeing the 19 

sergeant in your -- in your view when you started 20 

shooting?   21 

TB:  I don't remember.  I think he was to 22 

my right like he is there.  23 

CZ:  And -- and I guess, let me reword it.  24 

What I want to find out, if you do know or if you 25 

can recall or if you do know this, is the order of 26 

events.  Did Sergeant go down, then you start 27 
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shooting or did you start shooting and the 1 

suspect's shooting back, and then the sergeant 2 

goes down?  If you don't remember, that's okay 3 

too.  4 

TB:  No.  As soon as he popped up, the 5 

suspect was shooting so he fired first.   6 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  7 

TB:  I started firing.  I don't know if the 8 

sergeant did and I didn't -- the whole time I 9 

thought Sergeant was with me until I got back 10 

here.  11 

CZ:  Gotcha.  12 

TB:  So the last event was me looking up 13 

there, re- -- re-observing it, and that's when I 14 

saw Sergeant down.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.  So you get to the block 16 

wall.  What happens next?   17 

TB:  Reload real quick, point my weapon up 18 

there.  19 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  20 

TB:  I didn't hear any shots fired anymore 21 

and --  22 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  23 

TB:  -- that's when I was looking for 24 

Sarge, I heard Es- -- Espinoza, who's now 25 

somewhere over here behind another brick wall.   26 

CZ:  Okay.   27 
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TB:  I think she said Todd and then I -- I 1 

mean, I saw the body up there.   2 

CZ:  Okay.  And you just pointed on this 3 

diagram you were north of the stair we- -- 4 

staircase and she was south of it.  5 

TB:  Uh-huh.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.  And then what 7 

happened?   8 

TB:  I don't know.   9 

CZ:  Do you remember --  10 

TB:  I think I put radio traffic out.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

TB:  And I think other people showed up, 13 

other deputies.  14 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  15 

TB:  And I linked up with other deputies 16 

and let them know there was a deputy up there, or 17 

a body I saw.   18 

CZ:  Okay.   19 

TB:  And put out the description I saw of 20 

the shooter.  And then the people that were with 21 

me, we decided, put a plan together and went and 22 

get out there to recover or to get to the sergeant 23 

to get him out of there.  24 

CZ:  Who -- did some -- who made that plan?   25 

TB:  I -- I don't remember.   26 

CZ:  Okay.   27 
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TB:  I --  1 

CZ:  But someone came up with a plan?   2 

TB:  Yeah.  I'm not even sure who was up 3 

there with us.   4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  But --  6 

CZ:  Were you involved in that plan?   7 

TB:  Yes.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you tell me what -- what 9 

you guys did.   10 

TB:  We used everyone that we had around 11 

there, different people at different spots behind 12 

brick walls, putting weapons up towards the 13 

windows and the door.  And then we made a, kind of 14 

a formation in a V.  We had three or four people 15 

in the front pretty much going up towards the 16 

door.  Everyone saw the body and then we slowly 17 

went up the stairs, calling to the sergeant, 18 

calling to the sergeant, nothing.   19 

CZ:  When you say nothing, are you    20 

saying --  21 

TB:  No response.  22 

CZ:  No response, okay.   23 

TB:  No answers.   24 

CZ:  And when you say you were calling to 25 

him, were you using a phone, a radio, yelling?   26 

TB:  Voice; yelling, Sarge.  I think they 27 
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were calling name.  So we went up, up the stairs, 1 

grabbed him by the arms.  Let him -- two deputies 2 

grabbed him by the arms, pulled him down the 3 

stairs as the rest of us continued our weapons 4 

pointing at the door.  And then we just started 5 

bringing the sergeant down the different flights 6 

of stairs all the way to a position where we can 7 

start providing CPR.   8 

CZ:  And did you guys start providing CPR?   9 

TB:  We did.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  And where did that happen at?   11 

TB:  North of Borderline on the -- the 12 

sidewalk near the -- near the parking lot.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  And then what happened?   14 

TB:  We were providing cover to deputies 15 

providing CPR and then another deputy ran and got 16 

a -- a sheriff's patrol vehicle and then we picked 17 

him up, put him inside and they drove off.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  How many people were involved 19 

in this, I'll call it a rescue operation?   20 

TB:  Five, maybe seven.  I -- I don't 21 

remember.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  You were involved, yes?   23 

TB:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  And Officer Espinoza?   25 

TB:  Yes.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  And then the remainder were 27 
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sheriff's deputies?   1 

TB:  I -- I believe so.  I -- there was a 2 

lot of agencies there.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  Your role and Officer 4 

Espinoza's role, what was it in the -- in that -- 5 

in that operation?   6 

TB:  I -- I placed her near a brick wall 7 

and told her pretty much responsibility is she'd 8 

cover that right there.   9 

CZ:  Okay.  10 

TB:  And she stayed there throughout.  The 11 

other two CHP, Officer Allen and Officer Barrett I 12 

think -- or Barry, also provided cover from behind 13 

the brick wall.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  And what was your role?   15 

TB:  I went up with the team to the stairs 16 

and provided cover up there while they were 17 

bringing the body back down.   18 

CZ:  Okay.  After the sergeant has been 19 

transported out by -- by the deputies, what 20 

happened next?   21 

TB:  I got approached by, it seems like 22 

twenty people; what did I see, where is he, you 23 

got to point it out, where was the deputy hit?    24 

So I give best descriptions I could and I 25 

know I was -- I put out some radio traffic 26 

throughout this whole thing.  I know from driving 27 
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by Borderline on the freeway, I know there's all 1 

windows on the other side.  So I know we had 2 

canine units there and I talked to my dispatch 3 

about seeing if anyone can see in from the freeway 4 

to see if they see a suspect.     5 

At one point I was on the north end behind 6 

a -- a sign trying to look in.  Then we go back to 7 

the entrance, we go to the rear, and at that point 8 

there was so many people, I don't know what 9 

happened.   10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  We eventually all got together and we 12 

made entry and started clearing the whole 13 

building.  Some entered from the north, some from 14 

the main door.   15 

CZ:  Okay.  Stop you right there.  At this 16 

point, when was the last time you heard any 17 

gunfire that you can remember?   18 

TB:  Our fire fight.  19 

CZ:  Your fire fight.  And you don't 20 

remember hearing anything else after the fire 21 

fight, remember?   22 

TB:  I don't remember.  23 

CZ:  Okay.  So you, at some point you make 24 

entry, and you said into the business.  25 

TB:  Uh-huh.  26 

CZ:  What do you do?   27 
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TB:  At that point I believe it was Simi 1 

Valley SWAT showed up on scene and there was some 2 

sergeants and I just followed their guidance and 3 

stacked up with the team as far as covering one 4 

side while SWAT was going the other direction and 5 

we started checking room by room.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  And did you ever find -- did 7 

you ever find the suspect?   8 

TB:  Yes.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  Tell -- 10 

TB:  The person that matched his 11 

description.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  Tell me about that.  13 

TB:  I walk in with two SWAT members and we 14 

clear to the right behind that counter where we 15 

saw a female lying on the ground.  Past her there 16 

was a wall and there was two males lying there 17 

unresponsive and another one to the left.  And 18 

there was an office back there with the door open 19 

and as we were clearing it, we see another victim 20 

back there.  And then when I get a good look at 21 

him, he's -- I -- he looked -- he's the suspect.  22 

CZ:  Okay.   23 

TB:  And there was blood everywhere.  24 

CZ:  All right.  Then what'd you do?   25 

TB:  We kept weapons pointed at the -- the 26 

shooter 'cause we don't know what he's doing.  To 27 
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the left of him we -- the two SWAT guys and I see 1 

a, what appears to be like a smoke canister.  So 2 

they put it out to their guys to watch where 3 

you're going -- or a smoke bomb, I'm sorry.  On 4 

the desk right when you go into the office, there 5 

appears to be --  6 

CZ:  What do you think about that?   7 

BR:  I don't know.     8 

TB:  He said if it beeps, that they might 9 

have a question.   10 

CZ:  No.  11 

TB:  No?  On the desk there appears to be 12 

several extended round magazines for a 13 

semiautomatic pistol, black in color.  So instead 14 

of like a regular magazine holding ten, this looks 15 

like it would hold twenty rounds; several there.   16 

CZ:  And can you explain that -- that a 17 

little bit more for me?  You said you saw the 18 

rounds or just the magazine?  I -- I kind of got 19 

confused.  20 

TB:  Both.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  22 

TB:  On the -- the desk, there was some 23 

spent casings.  I believe there was actual full 24 

rounds just lying by, individually.  I think there 25 

was three to five black-colored magazines that 26 

look like they -- the capacity's around twenty 27 
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rounds instead of like a normal ten that would fit 1 

the size of a pistol, which fits the description 2 

of what I saw the shooter shooting when I first 3 

saw him.  4 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  5 

TB:  We didn't see a gun.  There was blood 6 

everywhere.  We kept weapons pointed at him and 7 

then I think the SWATS or SWAT members did some 8 

certain things; like if you flick someone's eye, 9 

they're going to react to it or pressure points 10 

they did.  I'm not sure what they did, but we 11 

didn't get a reaction so --  12 

CZ:  And this is to the suspect?   13 

TB:  To the -- to --  14 

CZ:  Or --  15 

TB:  -- the sh- -- shooter.   16 

CZ:  -- to the -- the person you 17 

(INAUDIBLE) initially.  18 

TB:  The person I identified as the shooter 19 

based off the description.  20 

CZ:  Okay.   21 

TB:  So while one SWAT kept his gun on him, 22 

the other SWAT member and myself, we put gloves on 23 

and we grabbed his pant legs and brought him flat 24 

onto the ground.     25 

As we did that, we saw a weapon underneath 26 

him, a pistol, black in color, which looked just 27 
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like the one that he was shooting earlier, with 1 

the extended magazine still in it.  And then we 2 

secured his hand and we flipped him over and I 3 

took my cuffs out and placed them on -- on him.   4 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you handcuff him, front of 5 

him, behind his back?   6 

TB:  Behind his back.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  And you said, "we secured his 8 

hand."  What does that mean?   9 

TB:  The SWAT member secured his right arm 10 

to drag him as I dragged the feet away from the 11 

wall on the desk so that we can actually get him 12 

onto his stomach.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

TB:  I then grabbed that right arm and -- 15 

no, I'm sorry, he grabbed now his left arm and 16 

kind of jerked it, the body towards him so he'd 17 

fall on his stomach and I reached down and grabbed 18 

his right biceps and using his clothes and just 19 

started jerking his arm or pulling it out from 20 

underneath him, pulled it to the back and then the 21 

SWAT member and my -- assisted me putting the 22 

cuffs on.   23 

CZ:  Okay.  When you first saw the person 24 

you identified as the shooter, can you tell me 25 

where they were, what position was their body in, 26 

if you had to describe it, where his gun was, if 27 
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you had to describe it, if you saw it; as much 1 

detail as you can.   2 

TB:  As soon as you near the room, there's 3 

a -- a desk to the right.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  Long way, so you'd have to enter the 6 

room completely, make a right, almost a U-turn to 7 

sit in it.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

TB:  The shooter was sitting on his 10 

buttocks with his legs facing towards the door 11 

with his back against the wall.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  13 

TB:  Which would be the wall that is the 14 

opposite to the outside of the entrance where we 15 

were originally standing at the beginning.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  Is he in a chair or is he on 17 

the floor?   18 

TB:  No, on the ground.  His head is tilted 19 

to the left towards the desk and it's kind of like 20 

freely almost motionless leaning against the desk.  21 

We didn't see a gun at first until we started 22 

moving the arm and then we saw the black frame of 23 

the pistol under his right side.  24 

CZ:  When you say, "under his right side," 25 

is there a body part that you can say that it was 26 

under?   27 
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TB:  Almost like it -- like he was sitting 1 

on it, so his right butt cheek --  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  -- maybe.  There was a lot of thick 4 

red mucus type blood on the -- the wall directly 5 

behind him as well as on the floor pooled up and 6 

then on his body.   7 

CZ:  A second ago when you were talking 8 

about the blood, you pointed towards the center of 9 

your chest.  Was there a injury that he had on his 10 

chest?   11 

TB:  I did not see one at first.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you eventually see?   13 

TB:  Or I -- I didn't see one at all.   14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

TB:  Because the blood was everywhere.  I 16 

think the SWAT member said he might have saw like 17 

maybe a bullet hole under his chin.   18 

CZ:  Okay.  19 

TB:  So possibly self-inflicted.  I don't 20 

remember there being blood sprayed onto the wall, 21 

just piled up next to him.   22 

CZ:  All right.  Let me ask this.  Did you 23 

see that injury underneath his chin?   24 

TB:  I don't remember.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  All right.   26 

TB:  And that's how his body was.  And then 27 
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the magazines and so forth, the stuff I described 1 

on the desk.   2 

CZ:  Okay.  What did you guys do with the 3 

gun, if anything once you guys -- after you 4 

secured him and you saw the gun?   5 

TB:  The SWAT -- one of the SWAT members 6 

secured it and then I don't know happened at that 7 

point.  8 

CZ:  All right.  And this is Simi Valley 9 

SWAT?   10 

TB:  I know Simi Valley was there.  I don't 11 

know which department this SWAT team was from.  12 

CZ:  But it was a local SWAT team though?   13 

TB:  I -- I believe so based off them 14 

wearing a lot more --  15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

TB:  -- armor and helmet than what I had.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  I want to go way, way fur- -- 18 

way back.  I -- at some point you mention that you 19 

were or are, I didn't -- that's what I want to 20 

ask, an active shooter instructor.   21 

TB:  That's correct.  22 

CZ:  Are -- are you currently an active 23 

shooter instructor?   24 

TB:  I'm an active shooter tactical 25 

casualty care instructor for the California 26 

Highway Patrol, been for a year and a half now.  27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

32 

 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you tell me a little bit 1 

about the topic of active shooter you train -- you 2 

teach?  Just the -- if you had to summarize what 3 

the topic is and how long you've been teaching it, 4 

any training and experience you have in the field 5 

of active shooter response?  6 

TB:  Active shooter incidences, incidents 7 

occur -- have been occurring a lot more so the 8 

program, I'm not sure who started it, but now 9 

we're trying to get everyone on the department at 10 

least trained in active shooter scenarios.  And 11 

the casualty care part of it is dealing with like 12 

the Israeli Bandage, the tourniquet.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

TB:  As far as the active shooter, for the 15 

training, we go through -- it involves everything 16 

from videos, from scenarios in the past to 17 

instructors teaching.  We do this training, or at 18 

least I did, out at the Ben Clark training 19 

facility, which is what we call our academy south 20 

in Riverside or Moreno Valley.  21 

CZ:  How many hours of training do you have 22 

in?   23 

TB:  Forty hours.  24 

CZ:  Is this forty hours of training you 25 

received or instructor training?   26 

TB:  Instructor training.  I've been 27 
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through the course before, before -- or prior to 1 

becoming an instructor.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

TB:  I've also attended multiple active 4 

shooter joint agency scenario based training days, 5 

like at North -- Northridge, Cal State Northridge.   6 

CZ:  Cal State Northridge, okay.   7 

TB:  And that was involving CHP, LAPD 8 

(INAUDIBLE) police, LA County Sheriff's.  And then 9 

during that training, there's a building we use on 10 

Ben Clark and now all the students become the 11 

instructors.  Now they have to student instruct 12 

the other students and we're given certain 13 

scenarios and we must go through that and that 14 

involves everything from movement through open 15 

areas, from a patrol vehicle, using patrol vehicle 16 

bounding.   17 

CZ:  And I don't wanted to go into the --  18 

TB:  Oh, sorry.  19 

CZ:  -- curriculum --  20 

TB:  Okay.  21 

CZ:  -- per se.  I just -- just gen- -- I 22 

want it in general.  I think you did a great job, 23 

by the way, addressing my question.   24 

TB:  So the big thing it comes down to is, 25 

hearing the rounds, you move towards the -- what 26 

you -- where you hear the gunfire.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  1 

TB:  If you're first on scene, we do a lot 2 

of allied agency training with each other because 3 

you might not be the only one, it might not just 4 

be CHP; you might be there with LAPD or --  5 

CZ:  Okay.  6 

TB:  -- Moorpark, sheriff's, police.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  8 

TB:  And you're now moving towards the 9 

threat.  10 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  11 

TB:  And it's quick, dynamic searches of 12 

rooms --  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  -- moving towards the threat.  Once 15 

you don't hear the rounds anymore, you kind of 16 

slow down and now you have to focus on search and 17 

clear --  18 

CZ:  Okay.  19 

TB:  -- until you hear those rounds again.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  21 

TB:  And like I mentioned earlier on, my 22 

partner and I were passing all these people 23 

injured but we have to get to the threat.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  25 

TB:  Unfortunately we -- we want to stop 26 

and help every single person but we can't because, 27 
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yeah.   1 

CZ:  Okay.  How many people would you 2 

estimate that in your tenure as an instructor, you 3 

have trained?  How many officers?   4 

TB:  I do not recall.  I'm -- we have 5 

different divisions throughout the California 6 

Highway Patrol and I'm an instructor for just 7 

costal division, which covers from our area down 8 

here at Ventura/LA County Line all the way up 9 

towards Monterey.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

TB:  I've only actually been in one of 12 

those instructor led courses because a lot of that 13 

training was in Northern California.  14 

CZ:  Okay.   15 

TB:  Just based off of manpower at the 16 

office, we're short bodies, so I can't get to it 17 

every time.  But I was -- we re-cert every year.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  And how long have you been an 19 

instructor for that?  I don't remember if I asked 20 

you that.  21 

TB:  Eighteen to twenty-four months.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  And you have taught the class?   23 

TB:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  Of student -- students?   25 

TB:  Yes, multiple times.  26 

CZ:  Okay, okay.    27 
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I don't have any more questions.     1 

Do you have any more questions?   2 

BR:  Just a couple quick questions.  3 

Ultimately, what did you do with your rifle?  What 4 

happened to that?   5 

TB:  So when -- when --  6 

CZ:  Paper.  7 

TB:  Do you want me to describe the stuff I 8 

got from the -- the deputy also or just what 9 

happened to my weapon?   10 

BR:  No.  I just want to know like where -- 11 

where is it at and like what did you --  12 

TB:  I kept the weapon on -- weapon on me 13 

until   all -- I don't want to say the scene was 14 

safe, because you never really know.  Once we 15 

cleared the building completely, I still had the 16 

weapon on me.  Went back, was -- received a call 17 

from my dispatch that I needed to report to the 18 

command post to meet with the CHP leadership 19 

there.   20 

BR:  Uh-huh.  21 

TB:  And eventually I was told by my 22 

sergeant, we secured it in the back of my patrol 23 

vehicle, which has a cage on the inside and the 24 

trunk area and then the -- the hatch in the back.   25 

BR:  Okay.  26 

TB:  And we secured it in there --  27 
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BR:  Okay.  1 

TB:  -- along with the sergeant's rifle.  2 

BR:  Okay.  3 

CZ:  Oh, so you -- you secured the 4 

sergeant's rifle?   5 

TB:  I did actually.  When we were re- -- 6 

recovering him to an area we can provide first 7 

aid, I'd picked up his cellphone as I was covering 8 

the door.  Well, I picked up his rifle and slung 9 

it, 'cause if the threat's still in there, I don't 10 

want to give him the rifle.   11 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  12 

TB:  Secured his body cam and his phone.  13 

BR:  Okay.  14 

TB:  As I was providing cover.  15 

BR:  Okay.  16 

CZ:  What did you with the cellphone and 17 

the body camera?   18 

TB:  The --  19 

CZ:  And rifle?   20 

TB:  My tan uniform shirt, I unzipped the 21 

front center portion where the buttons are on the 22 

shirt and I stuffed it inside my shirt between my 23 

vest and my shirt, zipped it back up; slug his 24 

rifle --  25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

TB:  -- and then continued on.  27 
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CZ:  Eventually did you give the cellphone 1 

and the body camera to someone?   2 

TB:  Yes, as required by a sergeant with 3 

the Ventura County Sheriff's.   4 

CZ:  Do you -- do you know who?   5 

TB:  I don't have the business card on me.  6 

I did receive it from him and they also took 7 

pictures.  I can see if I have the business card 8 

in my pocket.  9 

CZ:  That's fine.  We -- we can find out.  10 

I just didn't know if you knew.   11 

TB:  I do.  I got his personal info and 12 

they took some --  13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

TB:  -- photos.  15 

BR:  And -- and just for clarification, I 16 

know you had a -- you had a -- a pistol with you.  17 

TB:  Yes.  18 

BR:  Was it -- did you ever deploy or use 19 

that pistol?   20 

TB:  No.  I stuck with the -- the rifle.  21 

BR:  Okay.   22 

CZ:  I'm following up on that was there.  23 

Any other weapon or force option used besides your 24 

rifle?   25 

TB:  By me, no.   26 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you observe anybody else 27 
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that used another force option?   1 

TB:  From the sergeant and I being at the 2 

door, I only observe, I believe the sergeant 3 

engaging him with his rifle and myself.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  5 

TB:  I know I engaged with the rifle.   6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

TB:  Outside of that, no.   8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

BR:  And who -- who have you, besides   10 

your -- your rep, who have you talked to about 11 

this incident, if anybody?   12 

TB:  I'm not sure what you mean by that.  13 

People ask me if I'm okay, I said I'm fine.  14 

BR:  Okay.  15 

TB:  Outside of that, it's my rep and --  16 

BR:  Okay.  17 

TB:  -- who I've been instructed I'm 18 

allowed to speak with.  19 

BR:  Okay.  Okay. 20 

CZ:  Do you have any other questions?  21 

Officer Barrett, is there anything else 22 

that we haven't asked you that you feel would be 23 

important for us to know about this investigation 24 

that we're conducting?   25 

TB:  I did what I could.   26 

CZ:  Okay.  And would you be willing to 27 
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provide us, you know, the opportunity to talk to 1 

you again if additional information comes up as 2 

the investigation evolves?   3 

TB:  I don't have an issue with that, no.   4 

CZ:  And -- and obviously you can consult 5 

with your representative --  6 

TB:  Of course.  7 

CZ:  -- if we have -- if that ever came.  8 

Okay.  All right.     9 

The time is --  10 

BR:  No.  The only -- one thing is that, 11 

didn't we want to take photographs of his -- of 12 

his leg since we're --  13 

CZ:  Yeah.  So --  14 

BR:  Since we're kind of in a sterile room 15 

here.  16 

CZ:  Yeah.  We can -- we can do that.  17 

We're --  18 

TB:  That's fine.  19 

CZ:  We'll go off the record.  The time is 20 

12:20 p.m. and we'll go off the record and we'll 21 

take some photographs of your knee and your index 22 

or your middle finger on your right hand.  23 

TB:  Okay.   24 

BR:  Okay.    25 

 26 
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CZ:  All right.  The -- today's date is 1 

November 8th, 2018.  The time is 7:37 a.m.    2 

My name is Detective Cyrus Zadeh with the 3 

Sheriff's Major Crimes Unit.  I am here at the 4 

Moorpark Police Station, sheriff's station and 5 

with me is --  6 

BR:  Beau Rodriguez, senior deputy, 7 

detective with the Ventura County Sheriff's 8 

Office, Major Crimes Unit.   9 

RC:  Russell Carver, California Highway 10 

Patrol.  I am the Ventura area CAHP rep.   11 

CZ:  And?   12 

LE:  Lidia Espinoza, Moorpark California 13 

Highway Patrol.  14 

CZ:  And you're an officer?   15 

LE:  Yes.  16 

CZ:  Right?  Okay.   17 

BR:  Just before we get started with -- 18 

with this interview, what -- what name do you 19 

prefer to be called?   20 

LE:  Lidia.  21 

BR:  Lidia?   22 

LE:  Fine.  23 

BR:  Okay.  24 

LE:  Yeah.  25 

BR:  Okay.  So like I said, my name's Beau 26 

Rodriguez.  And this is Detective Zadeh here, 27 
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Cyrus Zadeh.  I understand that you had the 1 

opportunity to -- to sit with and to speak with 2 

Mr. Carver here?   3 

LE:  Uh-huh.  4 

BR:  Is that correct?   5 

LE:  Yes.  6 

BR:  Okay.  And my understanding is that 7 

you've agreed to provide a voluntary statement to 8 

the -- to us today?   9 

LE:  Yes.  10 

BR:  Okay, okay.  At any time you want to 11 

take a break and talk to Mr. Carver or use the 12 

restroom, whatever, if you want to stop the -- 13 

stop the interview and take a break, just let us 14 

know.  Okay?   15 

I'm going to ask you some basic questions 16 

and they may seem kind of dumb, but just because 17 

we're different agencies, I -- we don't understand 18 

and know like a lot of the -- the terms that the 19 

CHP uses, so --  20 

LE:  Okay.  21 

BR:  -- we're going to ask you some basic 22 

questions and have you explain things to us, okay?   23 

LE:  Okay.  24 

BR:  So starting off, how -- how long have 25 

you been with the California Highway Patrol?   26 

LE:  I've been an officer for thirteen 27 
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months.  1 

BR:  Thirteen months.  Okay.  And where are 2 

you assigned?   3 

LE:  Moorpark.  4 

BR:  Moorpark, okay.  And can you explain 5 

to me like what your rank and what your like 6 

normal job duties are?   7 

LE:  I just work on the road as an officer.  8 

BR:  Okay.  And so you've been with the CHP 9 

for about thirteen months?   10 

LE:  I started with the CHP, the academy, 11 

March 13th and I've been officer position for 12 

thirteen months.  13 

BR:  Okay.  So how long have you been 14 

assigned to the Moorpark station?   15 

LE:  Thirteen months.  16 

BR:  Thirteen months?  Okay.  On -- when -- 17 

when was your -- the start of your last shift?   18 

LE:  Not the shift I'm on now?   19 

BR:  So today, it's Thursday morning now.   20 

LE:  Uh-huh.  21 

BR:  The last -- the last shift that you -- 22 

you worked.   23 

LE:  Not counting the one that I just 24 

worked last night or yes, counting?   25 

BR:  Yes.  26 

CZ:  Is it -- is it possible to have you 27 
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speak up a little louder?   1 

LE:  Oh, okay.  Sorry.     2 

1700 I started my shift.  3 

BR:  Okay.  So do you -- can you tell me 4 

what -- what day -- day and date that was?   5 

LE:  It was November 7th --  6 

BR:  Okay.  7 

LE:  -- 2018 at 1700.   8 

BR:  Okay.  And when -- how long was    9 

that -- that shift scheduled for?  What's your 10 

normal shift?   11 

LE:  Nine hours.  12 

BR:  Nine hours?  Okay.  And what was your 13 

specific duty that day?   14 

LE:  Just road patrol.  15 

BR:  Okay.  What, do you -- you guys have a 16 

call sign?   17 

LE:  Yes.  Well, the shift that I work, we 18 

are -- we're solo until 2100 so from 1700 to 21, I 19 

was 5445.   20 

BR:  Okay.  21 

LE:  And at 2100 when I paired up with 22 

Barrett, we were 5470.  23 

BR:  Okay.  So you start a new shift at 24 

1700.   25 

LE:  Uh-huh.  26 

BR:  And then you work till 2100 --  27 
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LE:  Yes.  1 

BR:  -- as a solo officer?   2 

LE:  Yes.  3 

BR:  Okay.  And then at 2100 hours, Officer 4 

Barrett became your -- your partner, so you're a 5 

two-man car?   6 

LE:  Yes.  7 

BR:  Is that right?  Okay.  When you guy -- 8 

when you guys become that two-man car, how does 9 

that transition happen?   10 

LE:  We come in at -- we have briefing at 11 

2100 --  12 

BR:  Okay.  13 

LE:  -- with the other C-watch officers.  14 

BR:  Okay.  15 

LE:  Put all our stuff in one car, whoever, 16 

usually Barrett's car.  17 

BR:  Okay.   18 

LE:  I shut my car down, we do our 19 

pre-patrol check and go out on the road.  20 

BR:  Okay.  So for the -- for this 21 

particular shift, when you guys partnered up at -- 22 

at 2100 --  23 

LE:  Uh-huh.  24 

BR:  -- who -- who was the -- the driver of 25 

the car?  How does -- how does that work?   26 

LE:  Usually, well like, at the beginning 27 
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of the shift he said do you want me to drive and I 1 

said sure.   2 

BR:  Okay, okay.  So he -- he was the 3 

driver of this shift?   4 

LE:  Yes.  5 

BR:  Okay.  Did -- so you guys started    6 

at -- at -- 2100 hours.  Did any -- did any -- did 7 

you guys have any like particular calls or 8 

anything that stood out on this shift?   9 

LE:  No.  10 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and obviously we're -- 11 

we're talking for a reason, correct?   12 

LE:  Yes.  13 

BR:  Okay.  And tell -- tell me about that.  14 

Tell me why we're all here talking.  15 

LE:  Because of the shooting that happened.  16 

BR:  Okay.  17 

LE:  How we ended up there, we stopped a 18 

car for speeding.  19 

BR:  Okay.  20 

LE:  Stopped him right there on Moorpark 21 

because I -- I'm -- and myself and Barrett, and we 22 

don't like -- I don't like stopping cars on the 23 

freeway.   24 

BR:  Okay.  25 

LE:  So we got him off on Moorpark.  26 

BR:  Okay.  27 
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LE:  And just at one point in the stop, 1 

people started running towards us and just said 2 

they're shooting in there.  Someone's shooting in 3 

there.  4 

BR:  Okay.  So you're -- you're on this 5 

traffic stop and somebody approached you -- 6 

approaches you guys and says there's somebody 7 

shooting in there?   8 

LE:  Yes.  That's --  9 

BR:  Okay.  10 

LE:  -- multiple people from what I 11 

remember, just running towards us, yelling that 12 

they were shooting.  13 

BR:  Okay.  Okay.  And this is still while 14 

you're on that traffic stop?   15 

LE:  Yes.  16 

BR:  Okay.  So then -- then what happened 17 

next?   18 

LE:  I ran to the car that we had stopped 19 

and just told him to leave.  Just for his safety, 20 

I didn't want him sitting there in his car.  I 21 

think Barrett told dispatch that people, you know, 22 

were telling us that there was shots fired.  We 23 

both got in the car and drove into the Borderline 24 

parking lot.  25 

BR:  Okay.  Just from your experiences    26 

of -- of working, are you familiar with -- with 27 
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Borderline --  1 

LE:  Yes.  2 

BR:  -- in -- in that area?  Okay.  3 

LE:  Yes.  4 

BR:  Have you ever been to that particular 5 

location for -- for prior calls?   6 

LE:  That area of -- not for calls, but for 7 

traffic stops.  8 

BR:  Okay.  9 

LE:  Yes.  10 

BR:  So you've made traffic stops in -- in 11 

that area?   12 

LE:  Yes.  13 

BR:  Okay.  So you're -- and you are 14 

familiar like with the parking lot and -- and the 15 

building, that area around there?   16 

LE:  Yeah.  Just mainly the part that you 17 

can see --  18 

BR:  Okay.  19 

LE:  -- that, you know, the -- the side 20 

parking lot and the one in front.   21 

BR:  Okay.  So you said you guys got 22 

notified about the shooting.   23 

LE:  Uh-huh.  24 

BR:  And then you guys went to Borderline?   25 

LE:  Right.  And as we're driving towards 26 

Borderline, I can hear the shots fired.  27 
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BR:  Okay.  Do you -- do you know how many 1 

shots you -- you heard?   2 

LE:  No.  3 

BR:  Okay.  And so when you get to that 4 

parking lot, what -- what happens?   5 

LE:  He hits the lock for the long guns.  I 6 

grab -- I think he grabbed the AR first, I grabbed 7 

a shotgun.  And we just started going towards the 8 

building.  And I kept telling people to go, you 9 

know, get out of here.  There -- there was just 10 

people there on their cellphones or doing 11 

whatever.     12 

And then I told dispatch that SO, the 13 

sheriffs were there and I think I -- I contacted a 14 

sheriff's officer and that's when we all started 15 

to approach the front entrance.   16 

BR:  Okay.  The -- and the -- the sheriff's 17 

officer that -- that you contacted, do you know 18 

him from police work or any -- or working out in 19 

the field?   20 

LE:  No.  21 

BR:  Okay.  You have -- you don't think 22 

you've ever had any contact with him?   23 

LE:  I couldn't say for sure whether --  24 

BR:  Okay.  25 

LE:  -- I have or not.  26 

BR:  Okay.  27 
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LE:  He didn't, at the time, when I seen 1 

him, he didn't seem familiar.  But I'm not --  2 

BR:  Okay.  3 

LE:  I'm not very familiar with a lot of 4 

the sheriffs.  5 

BR:  Okay.  So when you -- when you see 6 

him, what -- what is your exact contact or -- or 7 

conversation if -- if any, what you recall?   8 

LE:  I -- I don't remember.  9 

BR:  Okay.   10 

LE:  I don't remember.  I just, I remember 11 

us -- there's a walkway at the front of Borderline 12 

and I just remember us -- I don't know what the 13 

conversation was before that.  I just remember 14 

walking up to the front entrance.  15 

BR:  Okay.  16 

RC:  One of the things that might help is 17 

when he's asking about do you remember saying 18 

anything, you may not have say anything, but were 19 

you taking -- were you following directions?   20 

LE:  Direction, okay.  21 

RC:  You were -- was someone talking to 22 

you?   23 

LE:  Uh-huh.  24 

RC:  Was someone saying let's go do 25 

something or something like that?  You may not 26 

have been the one talking.   27 
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LE:  Uh-huh.  1 

RC:  In answering his question, how did you 2 

get to where you got and that's what he's kind of 3 

asking you.  4 

LE:  Okay.     5 

I -- I don't remember that part.   6 

BR:  Okay.  So you guys are -- meet with -- 7 

with this sheriff's department officer -- deputy.  8 

LE:  Yes.  9 

BR:  Okay.  And so you said you guys were 10 

like on the walkway in front of Borderline?   11 

LE:  Yes.  That's where we started to   12 

walk --  13 

BR:  Okay.  14 

LE:  -- down the front of the building.  15 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and who -- who's walking 16 

with you at this point?   17 

LE:  It's the sheriff's officer, Barrett, 18 

and then myself.   19 

BR:  Okay.   20 

CZ:  Did the officer you were with have    21 

a -- any rank?  Did you -- like on the sleeves, 22 

any -- did you notice any rank or insignia?   23 

LE:  The sheriff's officer?   24 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  25 

LE:  No.  26 

CZ:  So -- so you didn't?   27 
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LE:  Not -- I didn't.  I didn't notice it.   1 

CZ:  You didn't notice it?  Okay.     2 

Go ahead.  3 

BR:  And I might have already asked this, 4 

but do -- do you recall him saying anything, the 5 

sheriff's officer?   6 

LE:  I don't.  7 

BR:  Okay.   8 

LE:  I think Barrett said -- I -- I think 9 

Barrett told me to go contact the sheriffs and he 10 

was going to wait by the back entrance 'cause 11 

there's also a back entrance.  And I didn't want 12 

to leave, you know, sight of him but he told me 13 

to, you know, so I went and did that and then we 14 

met back up.  15 

CZ:  You mention you didn't want to leave.  16 

Can you -- can you tell me more about that, why?  17 

What were -- what were you thinking?   18 

LE:  I just didn't want him to be in an -- 19 

in a spot and I didn't know where he was.  20 

CZ:  "Him" being Officer Barrett?   21 

LE:  Yes.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  And what was going through your 23 

head, you know, at this moment?   24 

LE:  I don't know if anything was going 25 

through my head to be honest.  26 

CZ:  Okay.   27 
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LE:  Just, I know that I kept yell -- I 1 

would look around and I would see people just 2 

standing there and I just kept yelling at them to 3 

just get away, just run, just go away.   4 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you tell me a little bit 5 

more about, you're standing right there with 6 

Barrett, right?  7 

LE:  Uh-huh.  8 

CZ:  Officer Barrett and he's telling you 9 

to -- did he tell you to go or to contact the 10 

officer; is that what you said?   11 

LE:  Yes.  He -- he wanted -- I think he 12 

wanted me to notify the sheriffs that we were 13 

there and --  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

LE:  -- you know, where we were.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  So you're standing with Officer 17 

Barrett there, he's asking you to leave him.  You 18 

don't want to leave.  You mention you see all 19 

these people.   20 

LE:  Uh-huh.  21 

CZ:  What are you hearing?  What -- what is 22 

it like?  I mean, are people just casually 23 

walking?  Can -- can you describe that a little 24 

bit more for me?   25 

LE:  I don't know if they were -- it wasn't 26 

casual.  You could tell that they were all very 27 
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scared.  But as they were just concerned.  You 1 

could just see the concern on their face and some 2 

of them did have their cellphones out.  And that's 3 

all I remember.   4 

CZ:  And were they saying anything to you 5 

and Officer Barrett?   6 

LE:  No.   7 

CZ:  Okay.  And these are people coming 8 

from out -- coming, exiting Borderline; is that 9 

correct?   10 

LE:  I think those people were already in 11 

the parking lot area.  12 

CZ:  Okay, all right.     13 

Thank you.   14 

BR:  So, and just for clarification, when 15 

the -- the sheriff's officer, did he arrive there 16 

after you guys?   17 

LE:  Yes.  18 

BR:  Oh, okay.  So where are you -- where 19 

are you and Officer Barrett when -- when the 20 

sheriff's officer -- officer arrives?   21 

LE:  We're -- I guess if you would separate 22 

the parking lot into two, there's like a row here 23 

and a row here.  We were kind of on the second 24 

half of the parking lot.     25 

And I seen the lights pull up.  I think    26 

I -- I notified dispatch that the sheriff's 27 
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officer was there.  And, yeah.   1 

BR:  Okay.  And are you guys like out in 2 

the open or are you -- do you recall like if 3 

you're like by --  4 

LE:  No.  I was behind a silver car.  5 

BR:  Oh, okay.  6 

LE:  I remember being behind a silver car.   7 

BR:  Okay.  Why -- why were you behind the 8 

car?   9 

LE:  Just trying to take cover.  10 

BR:  Okay.  So you're using the vehicle or 11 

anything that's available to you as -- as cover?   12 

LE:  Yes.  13 

BR:  Okay.  And then -- and then the 14 

sheriff's deputy arrives.  You see his -- do you 15 

see his car?   16 

LE:  Yeah.  17 

BR:  Oh.  18 

LE:  I seen the lights and I seen his car.  19 

BR:  Okay.  And then so you see his car and 20 

then -- then -- then what happens from there?   21 

LE:  I remember walking towards his car.  22 

BR:  Okay.   23 

LE:  I don't remember what words we 24 

exchanged.  25 

BR:  Okay.  And so what -- what happens 26 

then when you -- eventually you say you walk up to 27 
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him.   1 

LE:  Uh-huh.  2 

BR:  And then what -- then what do you guys 3 

do?   4 

LE:  We all walk to that -- the beginning 5 

of the walkway to the entrance.  6 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and then tell me about 7 

what happens next.   8 

LE:  I think Barrett said we're -- we're 9 

going to make entrance or something about making 10 

entrance into the building.  11 

BR:  Okay.  12 

LE:  I think the -- the sergeant -- now I 13 

know he was a sergeant, it was the sergeant and 14 

then Barrett and me.  And we got to the front and 15 

I remember seeing a body.  We weren't inside but 16 

it's kind of -- I don't know if it was glass or if 17 

the glass had been broken out, but you could see 18 

inside.  And I could see a body in the floor.  19 

BR:  All right.   20 

LE:  And I remember the sergeant said like 21 

hey, are you okay or, you know, trying to get his 22 

attention and -- and there was no response.   23 

BR:  Okay.   24 

LE:  And I believe the sheriff's officer 25 

was walking in and, you know, he announced 26 

himself, like sheriff's officer or something like 27 
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that.  And -- and I think that's when they just -- 1 

it's just -- I just heard gunshots.  2 

BR:  Okay.  Okay.  Now, you said that   3 

he's -- there -- there was a body and the 4 

sheriff's sergeant tried to make contact with him 5 

and he was unresponsive?   6 

LE:  Yes.  7 

BR:  That -- that body, was it -- do you 8 

know if it was inside the building or if it was 9 

outside?   10 

LE:  It was inside.  11 

BR:  It was inside?   12 

LE:  Yes.  13 

BR:  Okay.  14 

LE:  It was right in the doorway to the 15 

left.  16 

BR:  Okay.  And then the -- the sheriff's 17 

sergeant makes -- makes an announcement?   18 

LE:  Yes.  19 

BR:  Okay.   20 

LE:  And I think I was just kind of trying 21 

to keep an eye on the windows, see if I seen any 22 

movement.   23 

BR:  Uh-huh.  24 

LE:  And that's when I just heard shots, 25 

just a lot of shots.  I don't know how many.   26 

BR:  Okay.   27 
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LE:  And -- and then I -- I didn't see the 1 

sheriff anymore.  2 

BR:  Okay.   3 

LE:  I don't know if it's because he was on 4 

the ground.  And then I remember seeing Barrett 5 

return fire and I think -- I -- I think Barrett 6 

said like just get out of here, we got to get out 7 

of here, something like that.     8 

And I just ran.  And I could just hear all 9 

these gunshots, just firing and firing and I just 10 

didn't know, I didn't know if Barrett was okay.  I 11 

didn't know if I was okay.     12 

So I jumped off this brick wall, like it -- 13 

it's a staircase, but I just jumped off the wall 14 

and I just stood there and I looked and just 15 

looked for Barrett because he went the other way.  16 

And I seen him and we kind of just -- just waited 17 

there, just to see and then he -- I think he came 18 

towards me and he kind of did a hand gesture of 19 

how we could get out of there.   20 

BR:  Uh-huh.  21 

LE:  There was a long wall so we just 22 

followed the wall and we went back to a -- a 23 

sheriff's car that was parked kind of in the area 24 

where our -- our patrol vehicle was parked.  25 

BR:  Okay.   26 

LE:  And then -- and then I don't know, 27 
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just -- I -- do you want me to keep going?   1 

BR:  You -- as -- I want you to -- to tell 2 

me.  If you have more to say, yeah.  We -- we are 3 

going to ask questions, but --  4 

LE:  Okay.   5 

BR:  Okay?   6 

LE:  But just there.  There was a group of 7 

people and like one girl had her hand cut really 8 

bad I think, maybe from jumping out of a window or 9 

something.  10 

BR:  Okay.  11 

LE:  And that's really -- that's really it.  12 

CZ:  You mentioned you and Barrett and   13 

the -- the sheriffs were -- were together, 14 

correct?   15 

LE:  Yes.  16 

CZ:  Where -- where -- how was that 17 

dynamic?  Were you guys in a special formation, 18 

standing in line, shoulder to shoulder, at -- 19 

where -- and where were you guys standing when -- 20 

and specifically when I say where were you guys 21 

standing, you mention that you had heard gunshots 22 

and then all of a sudden you didn't see the 23 

sheriff anymore, correct?   24 

LE:  Uh-huh.  25 

CZ:  Where were you guys standing at that 26 

moment?   27 
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LE:  We were -- there's -- I think there's 1 

stairs leading up and the sheriff's officer was at 2 

the door.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  4 

LE:  I think Barrett was to the rear left.  5 

I don't know if he was quite completely up the 6 

stairs.  I don't -- I don't remember.  7 

CZ:  When you say -- when you say "he," are 8 

you --  9 

LE:  Barrett.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

LE:  I don't know if he was all the way at 12 

the top of the stairs or somewhere in the middle 13 

and I was further behind Barrett and I think to 14 

the right.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  16 

LE:  Because I was -- I think I was trying 17 

to look at all the windows that were to the right 18 

because to the left it was a block wall.  19 

CZ:  So when you heard the shots, were you 20 

guys -- were all three of you still responding 21 

towards the business or were you guys stationary 22 

at -- at some point?   23 

LE:  I don't -- I -- I don't remember.   24 

CZ:  Okay.  And you mention that you saw 25 

Officer Barrett return fire.   26 

LE:  Yes.  27 
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CZ:  Where -- where was Officer Barrett 1 

standing, where were you standing when this 2 

occurred?   3 

LE:  I think Barrett had maybe walked, like 4 

maybe stepped back down the stairs as he was 5 

returning fire.  And I was -- I think I was still 6 

in the same spot.  I don't -- I think I was just 7 

still in the same spot.  8 

CZ:  Which was where?   9 

LE:  Just like a little bit further back 10 

than Barrett and to the right.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  And I'm trying to kind of 12 

understand where you were standing.  13 

RC:  One of the things that might help is, 14 

when you guys checked the body, is that prior to 15 

the shooting, correct?   16 

LE:  Yes.  17 

RC:  Where were you in relationship to 18 

that?   19 

LE:  To the body?   20 

RC:  Yes.  21 

LE:  It was at the bottom of the stairwell 22 

to the right of the entrance.   23 

RC:  Where was the body compared to that?   24 

LE:  The body was --  25 

RC:  Up the stairwell?   26 

LE:  In -- yes, inside to the right just 27 
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inside the doorway.  1 

RC:  To the right or to the left?   2 

LE:  Oh, to the left.  To the left.  3 

RC:  Okay.  4 

CZ:  And I want to -- I want to take you to 5 

the point where you heard the -- you heard your 6 

Barrett's first set of gunshots.  7 

LE:  Uh-huh.  8 

CZ:  After exiting the patrol car and you 9 

met up with the sheriff's deputy, the sergeant, 10 

and you guys proceeded to go, you guys are 11 

responding towards the -- towards the -- the 12 

business.  13 

LE:  Uh-huh.  14 

CZ:  Do you remember that point?   15 

LE:  Yeah.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  17 

LE:  That was a -- that was a second set of 18 

gunshots that we heard.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  So -- so that's the second set.  20 

Where were you for the first set of gunshots?   21 

LE:  We were on the traffic stop --  22 

CZ:  Okay.  That's --  23 

LE:  -- on Moorpark.  24 

CZ:  That's what I'm getting at.  Okay.   25 

So -- so the first time you heard gunshots where 26 

you were on the traffic stop?   27 
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LE:  Yes.  1 

CZ:  And can you tell me about the gunshots 2 

you heard?   3 

LE:  I --  4 

CZ:  And if you don't understand when I'm 5 

asking that, please let me know.  6 

LE:  There was -- I -- I heard a couple 7 

people yelling and then just, it was almost right 8 

away, you just heard, just pop, pop, pop, pop, 9 

pop, pop and it just kept going.  10 

CZ:  So rapid fire?   11 

LE:  Yes.  12 

CZ:  Could you estimate how many shots you 13 

heard at that first time?   14 

LE:  Maybe --  15 

RC:  What I always say is don't guess or 16 

speculate.   17 

CZ:  Correct.  18 

RC:  But it -- it was more than five or 19 

six?   20 

LE:  When -- yes.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  And then you guys respond, 22 

correct?   23 

LE:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  And you exit the vehicle.  And when's 25 

the next time you hear second gunshots?   26 

LE:  When we're at the door.  27 
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CZ:  At the door.  So you guys up, exited 1 

the vehicle, you met up with the sheriff's 2 

sergeant, you, Officer Barrett and the sheriff's 3 

sergeant are responding towards the business; is 4 

that correct?   5 

LE:  Yes.  6 

CZ:  And when you get to the door is when 7 

you hear the next set of gunshots?   8 

LE:  Yes.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  At that moment when you hear 10 

those set the gunshots, where are you, where's 11 

Officer Barrett, and where is the sergeant?   12 

LE:  I don't think the sheriff, from my 13 

angle, it -- it looked like he was at the 14 

entryway.  Like he hadn't completely entered the 15 

building.  16 

CZ:  Okay.   17 

LE:  Officer Barrett was, you know, maybe 18 

if it's four stairs, maybe he was two stairs up or 19 

at the top.  I don't remember exactly, but he was 20 

in front of me.  21 

CZ:  Okay.   22 

LE:  So you know, there's the doorway, the 23 

sheriff's officer's in the doorway, and Barrett's 24 

somewhere here.   25 

CZ:  Okay.  26 

LE:  And I remember being here.   27 
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CZ:  It's for the purposes of the record --  1 

LE:  In this area.  2 

CZ:  -- you're -- you're basically 3 

indicating that you were behind the -- the 4 

sheriff's officer on the left side and Officer --  5 

RC:  Right side.   6 

CZ:  I'm sorry.     7 

You're go on the right side.  8 

LE:  To his right, yes.  9 

CZ:  To his right.  And Officer Barrett was 10 

on your left?   11 

LE:  Yes.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  And then what happened?   13 

LE:  After the shots?   14 

CZ:  Yeah, correct.  15 

LE:  I just -- I just stopped seeing the 16 

sheriff's officer.  I don't -- I don't know, you 17 

know, I --  18 

BR:  Can I ask you something?  Or, so 19 

you're -- you and your partner were on the stairs 20 

because you guys were behind the (INAUDIBLE).  21 

LE:  I think -- I don't think I'm on the 22 

stairs.  I think I was at the bottom of the 23 

stairs.  24 

BR:  Okay.  So --  25 

LE:  'Cause it's just a short set of 26 

stairs.  27 
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BR:  Okay.  So are -- what I was going to 1 

ask you, are you like a little bit down, downwards 2 

from him because of the slope of the stairs?   3 

LE:  Yes.  4 

BR:  Okay.  From where you're at though, 5 

you could still see --  6 

LE:  The entryway.  7 

BR:  -- the -- the entryway?   8 

LE:  Yes.  9 

BR:  And so you could see the se- -- the 10 

sergeant prior to the shots being fired?   11 

LE:  Yes.  12 

BR:  Yeah.  Even though you're down that -- 13 

that slope a little bit?   14 

LE:  Yes.  15 

BR:  Okay.   16 

CZ:  Did you have -- how did you feel at 17 

this point, this very moment?  You're at the 18 

bottom of these stairs, you're hearing all these 19 

shots.  You don't see the sergeant anymore.  How 20 

do you feel?  How did you feel?   21 

LE:  I don't know how to explain it.  I 22 

don't know if there's a word to explain it.   23 

CZ:  Okay.  24 

LE:  I guess I just wanted to fix whatever 25 

was going on.   26 

CZ:  Okay.  And did you have anything, any 27 
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weapons out during this point?   1 

LE:  I had a shotgun.  2 

CZ:  You had a shotgun, okay.  They -- was 3 

it pointed towards anywhere specific?   4 

LE:  I -- I think I had it in kind of a  5 

low ready position as I was looking through the 6 

windows and, you know, or, yeah.  I think it was  7 

a --  8 

CZ:  And why were you looking through the 9 

windows?   10 

LE:  Just to see if I seen any movement.  11 

CZ:  Movement.  And what type of movement 12 

were you concerned about?   13 

LE:  Maybe if I seen somebody with a gun I 14 

guess.   15 

CZ:  Like -- like a threat?   16 

LE:  Right.  17 

CZ:  Okay, okay.   18 

BR:  When you guys are there and, at any 19 

point -- so you guys get up like near -- near the 20 

front of the building.  Do you hear anything?   21 

LE:  No.  22 

BR:  Besides the shots, do you hear 23 

anything verbal, any -- anybody -- and you said 24 

you heard the sheriff's sergeant make some type of 25 

announcement like the sheriff's office was there?   26 

LE:  Yes.   27 
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RC:  When -- he had asked when did you, 1 

between these shots, when you arrived on scene, 2 

there was no shots when you pulled into the 3 

parking lot, correct?  Or do you remember?   4 

LE:  I think they had -- they were going on 5 

the entire way that we drove.  6 

RC:  But not while -- when you got out of 7 

the car or was it when you got out of the car?  8 

Was it --  9 

LE:  I --  10 

RC:  -- quiet at that time or was there 11 

shots going off?  Or do you recall?  If you don't 12 

recall, you don't recall.  13 

LE:  I don't.  I don't recall.  14 

RC:  Okay.   15 

BR:  And so what I'm asking you is, besides 16 

the sheriff's sergeant making some type of 17 

announcement --  18 

LE:  Uh-huh.  19 

BR:  -- about the sheriff's off- -- 20 

sheriff's office being present --  21 

LE:  Uh-huh.  22 

BR:  -- do -- do you hear anybody else 23 

talking, do you hear anybody yelling or anything 24 

like that at that point?   25 

LE:  I didn't, no.  26 

BR:  Okay.   27 
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LE:  I didn't hear any yelling.   1 

BR:  So after you -- you hear the sergeant 2 

make the announcement, then that's when you hear 3 

the shots?   4 

LE:  Yes.  5 

BR:  Okay.  You -- you lose sight of the 6 

sergeant and then you explained that you and your 7 

partner went down this walkway and you -- you 8 

jumped the fence and -- and you guys -- where do 9 

you guys go?  So you go -- go -- you go through 10 

this pathway here, walkway?   11 

LE:  I jumped off kind of a brick ledge.  12 

BR:  Okay.  13 

LE:  And he went kind of in the opposite 14 

direction to take cover where he was.  And --  15 

BR:  And that being -- that being Officer 16 

Barrett?   17 

LE:  Officer Barrett.  18 

BR:  Okay.   19 

LE:  And then he came over to me.  20 

BR:  Okay.   21 

LE:  And then that's when he kind of told 22 

me like this is how we're going to get out of 23 

here.  24 

BR:  Okay.  And so do you guys get out of 25 

there?   26 

LE:  Yes.  27 
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BR:  Okay.  And where do you guys -- where 1 

do you guys go?   2 

LE:  We went behind a sheriff's car.  3 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and where was that 4 

sheriff's car in relation to where -- where you 5 

parked when you -- you got there?   6 

LE:  If you are looking at Borderline --  7 

BR:  Okay.  8 

LE:  -- from behind where our patrol car 9 

was   parked --  10 

BR:  Uh-huh.  11 

LE:  -- it was in the street just to the 12 

right of our patrol vehicle.   13 

CZ:  Okay.  14 

BR:  So it's -- it's way up on the street, 15 

it's not in the parking lot of -- of Borderline?   16 

LE:  No.  17 

BR:  Okay.  And then what -- what happens 18 

from there?  So you guys are back by a patrol car.   19 

LE:  Uh-huh.  20 

BR:  And you guys are back there.  What 21 

happens from there?   22 

LE:  There's a group of people there, so   23 

I -- I think I asked them if they were okay, if 24 

they were hurt.  And I think that's when the girl 25 

told me that her friend's hand was cut and I think 26 

at that moment there, there was somebody there who 27 
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had been shot that was laying there on the ground.   1 

BR:  And so somebody that's been shot way 2 

out by the patrol car in the street?   3 

LE:  Yes.  4 

BR:  Okay.   5 

LE:  Yeah.  Now I -- I had forgotten about 6 

that, but yes.   7 

BR:  Is that person alive or where -- if 8 

you know, like where were they shot at?   9 

LE:  I don't know.   10 

RC:  Is that where the -- the EMT kit was 11 

on the sidewalk in between your patrol car and the 12 

deputy's patrol car?   13 

LE:  It was -- we were on the other side of 14 

the patrol car --  15 

RC:  On --  16 

LE:  -- in the street.  17 

RC:  Down to the left of your patrol car 18 

that -- on the driver's side or on the passenger's 19 

side?   20 

LE:  On the passenger's.  Or on the -- of 21 

the sheriff's car, we were on the driver's side 22 

standing in the street.  23 

RC:  Okay.   24 

BR:  Okay.  And the -- that person, do you 25 

know, were like -- were -- were they responsive  26 

or -- and/or like -- I mean, were they alive?   27 
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LE:  Yes.  I think they were responsive.  I 1 

think he was moaning.  2 

BR:  Okay.  3 

LE:  And I think his friends just kept 4 

telling him like you're okay, you know, you'll be 5 

fine.   6 

BR:  Okay.  7 

LE:  Just kind of reassuring him.   8 

BR:  Okay.  Was that person standing up   9 

or --  10 

LE:  No.  11 

BR:  -- were they on the ground?   12 

LE:  They were laying down on the ground.   13 

BR:  Oh, okay.  And so you're back by this 14 

car and these people are over there, back there 15 

and there's a person that's been shot.  16 

LE:  Uh-huh.  17 

BR:  What -- what happens from there?   18 

LE:  I think Barrett takes some of them.  19 

Okay, so where the patrol car was parked on this 20 

side of the street, there was a patrol car on the 21 

opposite side of the street a little bit further 22 

in front of it.  So I think Barrett took some of 23 

the group to the other patrol car.  So he took 24 

that group and then he came back and he -- the 25 

rest of the people and myself went to the other 26 

patrol car.  27 
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BR:  Okay.   1 

LE:  And then we were there for a little 2 

while.  I think Barrett went back to the other 3 

patrol car and I stayed there with that group of 4 

people.  5 

BR:  Okay.   6 

LE:  And then there was some guys that ran 7 

up and said that they were EMT or paramedics and 8 

they took the gunshot --  9 

BR:  Okay.  10 

LE:  -- victim.   11 

BR:  Okay.   12 

LE:  And gosh, hmm, I think they left.  13 

They carried him away.  I don't know if they were 14 

taking them to where the fire was staged or 15 

paramedics.  They came back.  And I think they 16 

took the girl with the cut hand.     17 

At that point I could see tan uniforms  18 

kind of staged towards the entrance.  So that's 19 

when I made my way back.  At that point they had 20 

already -- I heard, I think on one of the 21 

sheriff's radios, that they had already taken the 22 

sergeant that had been shot.   23 

BR:  Okay.  24 

LE:  And I just staged there until all 25 

these -- I don't know if they were SWAT or people 26 

in, you know, big heavy uniforms started to enter 27 
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the building.  1 

BR:  Okay.  So by the time you got back up 2 

to the -- the front or the -- where people had 3 

started to stage up there --  4 

LE:  Uh-huh.  5 

BR:  -- the sheriff's sergeant had already 6 

been removed from that area?   7 

LE:  Yes.  8 

BR:  Okay.  Did you get to see when he was 9 

moved out of there?   10 

LE:  I didn't.   11 

BR:  Okay.  Okay.  And -- and all during 12 

this time, are you still armed with your -- with 13 

the shotgun?   14 

LE:  Yes.  15 

BR:  Okay.  So you're -- you're -- you're 16 

at this staging area.   17 

LE:  Uh-huh.  18 

BR:  Do you ever get relieved?  'Cause you 19 

said that the -- the like SWAT guys or people, 20 

responders that came, they end up starting to 21 

clear the -- the building.  22 

LE:  The building, yes.  23 

BR:  Okay.  Did you ever go in for the 24 

clearance of the building?   25 

LE:  I went in after the -- I -- no, I 26 

think they were -- I'm not sure if the building 27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

35 

 

was fully clear.  1 

BR:  Okay.  2 

LE:  I believe it was.   3 

BR:  Okay.   4 

LE:  And I went in when they were bringing 5 

people down from the -- the basement.  6 

RC:  Attic.   7 

LE:  Or the attic.  And just another 8 

officer from an allied agency just kind of asked 9 

us to show them how to get out.  10 

BR:  Okay.  And where -- where is your -- 11 

your partner, Officer Barrett at this time?  If 12 

you know?   13 

LE:  He was -- yeah, at that mo- -- it -- 14 

'cause he -- the allied asked us all, meaning like 15 

myself, Barrett and Barry, who's another, a CHP 16 

officer --  17 

BR:  Okay.  18 

LE:  -- if we could just help get these 19 

people out.  20 

BR:  Okay.  21 

LE:  So we just kind of stood there and 22 

made sure that they made their way out of the 23 

building.  24 

BR:  Okay.  And you guys are up towards the 25 

front of Borderline in that -- somewhere up there?   26 

LE:  Right where the bar area is.  27 
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BR:  Okay.   1 

LE:  When you --  2 

BR:  And so you guys are actually --  3 

LE:  -- first walk in.  4 

BR:  -- inside the -- inside the building?   5 

LE:  Yes.  6 

BR:  Okay.  Okay.  Did you get to walk 7 

around inside the building then or did you just go 8 

to that bar area?   9 

LE:  I just went to that spot.  10 

BR:  Okay.  11 

LE:  I didn't --  12 

BR:  Okay.  13 

LE:  I didn't think there was a need for me 14 

to walk around.   15 

BR:  Okay.  Would it -- can you tell us 16 

about what you saw, what -- when you went in to 17 

that -- to whatever area you went into, what -- 18 

what did you see?   19 

LE:  When you walk -- when I walked through 20 

the front entrance, there was the man that was 21 

shot, laying on the ground to the left.   22 

BR:  Okay.  And is that the person that you 23 

mentioned, like the first person you guys had seen 24 

when you guys went up there?   25 

LE:  Yes.   26 

BR:  Okay.   27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

37 

 

LE:  And he had a gunshot wound to his 1 

neck.   2 

BR:  Okay.   3 

LE:  And then as I continued walking, I 4 

just kind of looked through a doorway.  I think it 5 

was the entrance right before the -- where the 6 

restrooms are and there was a female on the 7 

ground.  8 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and are these people 9 

alive?   10 

LE:  No.   11 

BR:  Okay.  So they're nonresponsive?   12 

LE:  No.  13 

BR:  Okay.  Did you -- did you get to see 14 

any other people or victims in there?   15 

LE:  No.  16 

BR:  Okay.  And so did you leave from being 17 

inside the Borderline because you guys were asked 18 

to escort those people out that you said were up 19 

in the --  20 

LE:  Oh, sorry.   21 

BR:  And up in the attic?   22 

LE:  They were done.  Yes, there was no -- 23 

nobody else coming out of the attic and I think 24 

the other unit, 5480 asked on the radio for us to 25 

all meet at the command post.  26 

BR:  Okay.  Who -- who's 5480?   27 



CONFIDENTIAL 

38 

 

LE:  It was Allen and Barry.   1 

BR:  Okay.  So other CHP officers?   2 

LE:  Yes.  3 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and I kind of skipped 4 

over this a little -- a little bit.  But as far as 5 

on this day, this, the start of your shift and 6 

while you're working, what type of weapons do you 7 

have with you, are you carrying on your person and 8 

have available to you?   9 

LE:  We carry our -- oh, I carry a pistol, 10 

a ta- --  11 

BR:  Okay.  So the -- the pistol, what kind 12 

of pistol is that?   13 

LE:  It's a Smith & Wesson M&P 40.  14 

BR:  Okay.  15 

LE:  I carry OC spray, two fifteen-round 16 

mags and an asp.  17 

BR:  Okay.  And -- and your pistol, is    18 

it -- is it loaded?   19 

LE:  Yes.  20 

BR:  Okay.  And how many rounds do you -- 21 

at the time, is how -- at -- well, at the start of 22 

your shift, how many rounds is your pistol loaded 23 

with?   24 

LE:  I have one in the chamber and fifteen 25 

in the magazine.  26 

BR:  Okay.  So when you -- at the time you 27 
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responded to this incident, how many rounds were 1 

loaded in that firearm?   2 

LE:  Sixteen.  3 

BR:  Okay.  And during this incident, did 4 

you ever use that pistol?   5 

LE:  I did not.  6 

BR:  Okay.  And then any -- can you tell me 7 

about the shotgun that was -- that you retrieved 8 

from your -- your patrol car?   9 

LE:  What -- what do you mean?   10 

BR:  Like did -- gauge and -- and what -- 11 

how it was loaded?   12 

LE:  We keep -- I keep five on the pouch 13 

and four, but it's not -- there's not one in, 14 

racked ready to go.  I don't know how to -- 15 

RC:  In the chamber?   16 

LE:  In the chamber.  17 

BR:  Okay.   18 

CZ:  Does --    19 

I'm sorry, just to clarify, you keep five 20 

rounds on the side saddle, is that -- or is it a 21 

pouch?   22 

LE:  It's a --  23 

RC:  It's on the stock.  24 

CZ:  Okay.     25 

And then you said four is -- what -- what 26 

about the four, is it inside the gun?   27 
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LE:  Inside the gun.  1 

RC:  In the magazine.  2 

CZ:  But -- but it's not loaded to the 3 

point where there's one inside the chamber?   4 

LE:  No.  5 

CZ:  Okay.  6 

BR:  What -- what caliber is that?   7 

LE:  It's a buckshot.  8 

RC:  12 gauge.  9 

LE:  12 gauge.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  11 

LE:  I'm sorry.  I'm not --  12 

BR:  It's okay.   13 

CZ:  And if you don't know the answer, I 14 

would prefer you say I don't know versus looking 15 

at your representative and ask -- having him 16 

answer.  17 

LE:  Okay.  18 

CZ:  This is so -- this is -- this -- I 19 

would like for you to answer these questions.  20 

LE:  Okay.  21 

CZ:  If you don't know, it's okay to say I 22 

don't know.   23 

LE:  Okay.  24 

CZ:  Okay?  25 

BR:  So --  26 

CZ:  And I would appreciate you let her 27 
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answer.  1 

BR:  So -- so when this -- this shotgun, 2 

where is it kept in your patrol car?   3 

LE:  In the middle of the two front seats.  4 

BR:  Okay.  So then like the -- the -- the 5 

front part where you sit during your shift?   6 

LE:  Yes.  7 

BR:  Okay.  And you said there was -- there 8 

was no -- it was not loaded, one in the chamber.  9 

Did -- did you rack a round or did you load a 10 

round into the chamber?   11 

LE:  Yes.  12 

BR:  Okay.  Did you use that shotgun during 13 

this incident?   14 

LE:  No.  15 

BR:  Okay.  Where is that shotgun now, if 16 

you know?   17 

LE:  I put it back in the car and locked it 18 

back up.  19 

BR:  Okay.  When -- when did you do that?   20 

LE:  When the other unit asked us to go to 21 

the command post.  22 

BR:  Okay, okay.  And -- and I'm sorry   23 

for -- to jump around, just thinking of things.   24 

LE:  Uh-huh.  25 

BR:  The -- when you guys are going up    26 

to -- to the Borderline, to the front of it, can 27 
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you tell me about the -- your visibility and like 1 

the -- the lighting condition?   2 

LE:  Can I -- can I talk to him --  3 

BR:  Sure.  4 

LE:  -- for a little bit?   5 

CZ:  Sure, sure.     6 

BR:  Yeah.     7 

CZ:  Yes.  And so what we're going to do 8 

is, we'll take a quick break here.   9 

LE:  Okay.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  And we'll give you the 11 

opportunity to talk to your representative.    12 

So the time is 8:22 a.m. and we're going 13 

off the record.  14 

 15 

         (BREAK TAKEN) 16 

 17 

CZ:  All right.  We're back on the record.  18 

The time is 8:42 a.m.    19 

All the same parties are present.  And go 20 

ahead and -- and -- okay, we're -- the phone's on 21 

muted now as well.     22 

And we're back on the record, 8:42 a.m.   23 

Go ahead.   24 

BR:  Okay.     25 

So Lidia, when we ended, I was -- I was 26 

asking you about lighting conditions.  I just want 27 
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to see like how well you were able to see and -- 1 

and like just a general -- general, the lighting 2 

conditions and your visibility.  3 

LE:  I remember the lighting outside was 4 

like street lighting type.  5 

BR:  Okay.   6 

LE:  You know, I could see.  As I looked 7 

inside, it was lit but not fully lit like this.  8 

BR:  Okay.  9 

LE:  Kind of dim.  10 

BR:  Okay.   11 

LE:  And I remember at the entryway, there 12 

was a -- a big TV and it -- the TV was on.   13 

BR:  Okay.  Okay.  Now when you're --   14 

when you're -- when you guys are coming up the -- 15 

that -- that -- those stairs and you're 16 

approaching the front of that building, are -- are 17 

people running out of the business at this point?   18 

LE:  No.  19 

BR:  No?  Okay.   20 

LE:  I didn't see any movement inside the    21 

building --  22 

BR:  Okay.  23 

LE:  -- at -- at that point.  24 

BR:  Okay.   25 

CZ:  I'm sorry, what -- what point is that?   26 

LE:  When we were at the entrance.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  1 

LE:  And the sergeant was announcing 2 

himself.  3 

CZ:  Okay.   4 

BR:  Regarding the -- the sergeant, do you 5 

know if he had any weapons?   6 

LE:  He did.  7 

BR:  Okay.  What did he have?   8 

LE:  I believe it was an AR.  9 

BR:  Okay.  So he had -- he had like a -- 10 

like a long rifle?   11 

LE:  A long rifle, yes.  12 

BR:  Okay.  What -- what was he doing with 13 

it when you guys are at the entrance area?   14 

LE:  I don't remember.   15 

BR:  Okay.  16 

LE:  I couldn't -- I could see his back.  17 

BR:  Okay.  18 

LE:  I couldn't see the front or like a 19 

side angle of him.  20 

BR:  Okay.  But when you guys met up with 21 

him, is that when you saw that he -- he had a 22 

rifle?   23 

LE:  Yes.  24 

BR:  Okay, okay.     25 

I -- I know you wanted to ask some 26 

questions about that.   27 
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CZ:  Yeah.     1 

So I'm going to take you to a certain point 2 

in this -- in this conversation we're having.   3 

LE:  Okay.  4 

CZ:  And that point is, is the sergeant is 5 

standing at the, what you describe as the 6 

threshold of the door to the entrance of the 7 

business; is that correct?   8 

LE:  Yes.  9 

CZ:  And your Officer Barrett is slightly 10 

in front of you on the staircase; is that where he 11 

was standing?   12 

LE:  Yes, from --  13 

CZ:  And you --  14 

LE:  -- what I remember.  15 

CZ:  -- were standing -- say that again, 16 

sorry.   17 

LE:  From what I remember, yes, he was 18 

standing --  19 

CZ:  Okay.  20 

LE:  -- the staircase area.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  And you were in relation to 22 

Officer Barrett where?  Slightly behind him?   23 

LE:  Slightly behind and to the right.  24 

CZ:  Opposite side of the staircase?   25 

LE:  Yes.  26 

CZ:  Okay.  From that point when you're 27 
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standing there, the -- the sergeant made his 1 

announcement, correct?   2 

LE:  Uh-huh.  3 

CZ:  At some point gunshots start; is that 4 

correct?   5 

LE:  Yes.  6 

CZ:  And when the gunshots started, where 7 

was those sounds of the gunshots coming from?   8 

LE:  Inside.  9 

CZ:  Inside the business?   10 

LE:  Yes.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you believe based on your 12 

close proximity to Officer Barrett and the 13 

sergeant, the sheriff's sergeant, if any of the 14 

gun -- the gunshots that you're referring to that 15 

you're hearing, was it coming from Officer Barrett 16 

or the sergeant at that moment or was it the 17 

gunshots from inside the business?   18 

LE:  They were from inside.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  So you don't -- it wasn't 20 

Officer Barrett shooting or the sergeant shooting?   21 

LE:  No.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  And you heard these gunshots; 23 

was it one gunshot, multiple gunshots?  Can you 24 

explain the gunshots only at this moment.  25 

LE:  It was multiple.  26 

CZ:  Multiple.  Can you --  27 
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LE:  And it just kept -- they just kept 1 

going.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  3 

BR:  Did you see muzzle flash?   4 

LE:  No.  5 

CZ:  Could you estimate based on just 6 

hearing, where in relation in the business those 7 

shots were coming from?  And what I mean by that, 8 

do they sound like someone was standing right at 9 

the threshold of the door shooting or were they 10 

deeper in the business, if you can tell?  If you 11 

can.   12 

LE:  They sounded -- they didn't sound far 13 

away --  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

LE:  -- as when we were driving up.  You 16 

can tell that they were far away.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  So they sounded closer?   18 

LE:  They sounded closer.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  And when the gunshots happen --  20 

LE:  Uh-huh.  21 

CZ:  -- and you hear this, what do you see, 22 

what are you looking at?  While these gunshots are 23 

occurring, what are you look -- what are you 24 

seeing?   25 

LE:  I feel like there was a very small 26 

window that I don't remember.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  That's okay.   1 

LE:  Because to me, it was like -- it was 2 

like the sheriff just was gone.  3 

CZ:  Okay.   4 

LE:  So that part, I don't -- I don't 5 

remember.  6 

CZ:  Okay.   7 

LE:  And then -- and then I just re- -- 8 

then I remember Barrett shooting.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  When you say the sheriff "was 10 

gone" --  11 

LE:  Uh-huh.  12 

CZ:  -- do you remember the sheriff going 13 

inside the business, retreating, falling, anything 14 

like that?   15 

LE:  Nothing.  16 

CZ:  Do you remember seeing that?   17 

LE:  I remember seeing him standing in the 18 

doorway.  19 

CZ:  And then?   20 

LE:  And then I don't see him.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention the next thing you 22 

remember is Officer Barrett shooting.   23 

LE:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  Is that correct?  Okay.  Are you still 25 

in the same position when you heard the gunshots 26 

to when Officer Barrett shoots or did you move?   27 
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LE:  I think I was in the same position.  1 

CZ:  Okay.  Is Officer Barrett in the same 2 

position from when the sergeant is at the door and 3 

you guys all hear the gunshots to when Officer 4 

Barrett return -- shoots?   5 

LE:  When I remember him shooting, I -- he 6 

was at the bottom of the staircase.  7 

CZ:  Behind you or in front of you?   8 

LE:  In front of me.  9 

CZ:  Okay.   10 

LE:  And he wasn't shooting straight,     11 

he was kind of shooting at like an angle.  Like 12 

off -- like if you were to walk through the door 13 

and to the right, like he was shooting in an area, 14 

in that area.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  So he was shooting from outside 16 

of the business?   17 

LE:  Yes.  18 

CZ:  Into the business?   19 

LE:  Yes.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  Was he shooting, aiming through 21 

the -- not aiming, but shooting towards the -- the 22 

front door of the business?   23 

LE:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  At this moment, so you're 25 

saying he's shooting towards the front door of the 26 

business.  Is that the same area that the sergeant 27 
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was standing in?   1 

LE:  No.  There was no -- there was no 2 

sergeant there.  3 

CZ:  Cor- -- at this point you don't see 4 

the sergeant.   5 

LE:  Uh-huh.  6 

CZ:  But is the area that Officer Barrett 7 

is shooting towards, was that the same area that 8 

the sergeant was standing at the last time you 9 

remember seeing him?   10 

LE:  No.   11 

CZ:  Okay.  12 

LE:  I remember -- because there's windows 13 

on the side and just looking at where he was 14 

shooting, it was like he was shooting to the 15 

window to the right of the entrance way.  16 

CZ:  Okay.  So, and -- okay, that makes 17 

sense.  Thank you.  And then how many rounds do 18 

you think Officer Barrett shot?   19 

RC:  Don't guess or speculating.  If you 20 

don't know, you don't know.  21 

LE:  I don't know.   22 

CZ:  Okay.  More than one?   23 

LE:  It was more than one.  24 

CZ:  Okay.  And what weapon was he shooting 25 

it from?   26 

LE:  An AR.   27 
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CZ:  An assault rifle?   1 

LE:  Yes.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  And what was Officer Barrett, 3 

his movement, was there any movement?  I guess let 4 

me ask like this.  Was there any movement by 5 

Officer Barrett while he's shooting?   6 

LE:  I think he was kneeling down.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  So he wasn't moving forward, 8 

moving back?  He was just stationary?   9 

LE:  I think he -- he was stationary, yes.  10 

CZ:  Okay.  And while Officer Barrett is 11 

shooting, did you hear any gunshots coming from 12 

inside the business?   13 

LE:  Yes.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  Can you tell me about that?   15 

LE:  It was just shooting from -- from the 16 

time    it started to where the sergeant was gone, 17 

to where Officer Barrett returned fire and stopped 18 

and it was -- he was still -- there was still 19 

gunshots coming from inside that entire time.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  So -- so if I get this 21 

correctly, you start hearing gunshots from the 22 

inside of the business.  23 

LE:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  Those gunshots continue continuously.  25 

While they're continuing, Officer Barrett is    26 

re- -- has shot, has stopped shooting and you  27 
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guys -- you still hear rounds coming from inside 1 

the business?   2 

LE:  Yes.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  Could you see where -- did you 4 

at any point during this incident while you're 5 

hearing gunshots, see any muzzle flash?   6 

LE:  No.  7 

CZ:  Did you ever see a suspect inside the 8 

business with a gun?   9 

LE:  No.  10 

CZ:  Do you know where the suspect was at 11 

any point at that -- at this point?   12 

LE:  No.  13 

CZ:  Okay.   14 

BR:  Are -- are -- are you -- were you able 15 

to tell the difference between the sounds of the 16 

shots from Officer Barrett and -- and versus the 17 

shots from the other party?   18 

LE:  Yes.  19 

BR:  Okay.  20 

LE:  The ones from inside were just like a 21 

pop, pop, pop, pop.  22 

BR:  Uh-huh.  23 

LE:  I just remember pop, pop, pop.   24 

BR:  Okay.  25 

LE:  And I don't know how to describe the 26 

ones coming from Barrett's but they did sound 27 
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different.  1 

BR:  Okay.  So you could -- you could tell 2 

the difference in the sounds from -- from Barrett 3 

and the one -- the ones inside?   4 

LE:  Yes.  5 

BR:  Yeah?  Okay.   6 

CZ:  When you -- back to that point when 7 

the sergeant's at the door, he's still standing, 8 

you still see him there.  9 

LE:  Uh-huh.  10 

CZ:  And you and Officer Barrett are there, 11 

at that moment, were people still exiting the 12 

building?   13 

LE:  No.  14 

CZ:  As far -- okay.  And when the shooting 15 

starts, you start hearing gunshots from inside the 16 

business --  17 

LE:  Uh-huh.  18 

CZ:  -- at any point until the shooting 19 

stops, you stop hearing gunfire, did anybody exit 20 

the business?   21 

LE:  No.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  When the shooting -- after 23 

Officer Barrett was done shooting his weapon --  24 

LE:  Uh-huh.  25 

CZ:  -- did you -- so Officer Barrett shot, 26 

he's done.  You don't hear him shooting anymore.  27 
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Did you hear gunshots from inside the business 1 

again?   2 

LE:  Yes.  3 

CZ:  And how -- was it more than one 4 

gunshot that you heard from inside the business --  5 

LE:  Yes.  6 

CZ:  -- to that point?  Okay.  And was it 7 

still coming from the same general area that you 8 

remember it coming from or did it move within the 9 

business?   10 

LE:  It was -- it didn't seem like it 11 

moved.  12 

CZ:  Okay.   13 

LE:  The sound didn't change or anything.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  15 

BR:  The -- the -- the shots that are 16 

coming from inside the building --  17 

LE:  Uh-huh.  18 

BR:  -- do you know the direction of those 19 

shots or where they're going?   20 

LE:  No.  21 

BR:  Okay.   22 

LE:  It was -- I only heard it.  23 

BR:  Okay.  So you're not feeling bullets 24 

whiz by you or you're not seeing like debris, you 25 

know, around like in your direction of bullets 26 

landing out by you or striking out (INAUDIBLE).  27 
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LE:  No.  1 

BR:  Okay.   2 

CZ:  What was Officer Barrett --         3 

did Officer Barrett say anything while he's 4 

returning -- returning -- I'll use your term, 5 

returning fire?   6 

LE:  No.  7 

CZ:  All right.  So now we're at a point 8 

where Officer Barrett shot, if you continue, you 9 

hear some gunshots from inside the business for a 10 

while.  That stops.  Then what happens?   11 

LE:  During -- while the shots were coming 12 

from inside, I just jumped over that ledge.     13 

And --  14 

CZ:  And is this -- I'll stop you right 15 

there.  Is this -- you're saying what, "while 16 

shots were coming from inside" the business?   17 

LE:  Yes.  18 

CZ:  There's shots coming from inside the 19 

business first and then Officer Barrett shot and 20 

then you heard more gunshots?   21 

LE:  Yes.  22 

CZ:  Which one of these three, which shots 23 

are you referring to?   24 

LE:  The last set of shots.  25 

CZ:  Coming from inside the business?   26 

LE:  Yes.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  After Officer Barrett had shot?   1 

LE:  Yes.  2 

CZ:  Okay.   3 

LE:  I jumped over the ledge.  As I'm 4 

jumping and took cover, that entire time, 5 

gunshots.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

LE:  And then they stop.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  And where -- where did -- so 9 

you -- that's your movement.  10 

LE:  Uh-huh.  11 

CZ:  What about Officer Barrett's 12 

movements?   13 

LE:  I think there was a smaller brick wall 14 

'cause I was on -- it went way over my head.  15 

There was a smaller one and I think he just kind 16 

of like went backwards and took cover.  17 

CZ:  Okay.  So at some point the gunshots 18 

stop.  19 

LE:  Uh-huh.  20 

CZ:  You and Officer Barrett have -- would 21 

it be safe to say that tactically retreated from 22 

the front door?   23 

LE:  Yes.  24 

CZ:  Or -- or retreated to cover?  Is   25 

that --  26 

LE:  Retreated to cover.  27 
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CZ:  Okay.  Now the gunshots stop.  1 

LE:  Uh-huh.  2 

CZ:  What do you and Officer Barrett to 3 

next?  Now, let's start with you.  What do you do 4 

next?   5 

LE:  I stayed in my cover and I could see 6 

Officer Barrett.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  8 

LE:  He -- you know, he looks at me.  He's 9 

still kind of looking towards the entrance.  I 10 

don't know if, you know, if he's trying to see 11 

who's there.  And then he looks at me and then he 12 

comes towards me.  He comes to where I was.  13 

CZ:  Okay.  And then what happens?   14 

LE:  He kind of did a -- a hand motion, 15 

like you know, he went like this and --  16 

CZ:  Can you -- can you describe the hand 17 

motion?   18 

LE:  He just went like this.  And --  19 

CZ:  Like so like kind of with a -- since 20 

we have audio recordings --  21 

LE:  Okay.  22 

CZ:  -- I want to describe it.  Can you 23 

verbally describe it?  You're making a motion with 24 

like your hand being open.  25 

LE:  Right.  26 

CZ:  And --  27 
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LE:  Hand being open almost like you're 1 

going to shake somebody's hand --  2 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  3 

LE:  -- but it stays open --  4 

CZ:  Uh-huh.  5 

LE:  -- and straight and just --  6 

CV:  Pointing.  7 

LE:  -- pointing it?   8 

BR:  So he's telling you like this is   9 

what -- this is the direction we should go?   10 

LE:  Right.  11 

BR:  Okay.  12 

CZ:  And which direction did he point at?   13 

LE:  I don't know what -- it was away from 14 

Borderline.  15 

CZ:  Okay.   16 

BR:  Was it back towards the street?   17 

LE:  He's --  18 

BR:  Or was it --  19 

LE:  It was back towards the street.  20 

BR:  Okay.  Back towards the street, okay.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  22 

LE:  And there was a wall there so I just 23 

ran to the wall and we both ran down against the 24 

wall.  25 

BR:  Okay.  26 

CZ:  Towards your patrol car?   27 
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LE:  Towards the patrol car through some 1 

bushes and out and then we stopped with the 2 

sheriff's car.  3 

CZ:  Okay.  And once you guys get there, 4 

what happens next?   5 

LE:  There's two sheriff's officers there.  6 

CZ:  Okay.  7 

LE:  Plus a group of people.  8 

CZ:  Okay.  9 

LE:  One gunshot wound and one with -- she 10 

said she had cut her hand with glass.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  And at some point you got -- do 12 

you -- are you involved in the rescue operation to 13 

go check or rescue on the sergeant?   14 

LE:  Not at that point, no.  15 

CZ:  Okay.  Eventually were you involved in 16 

one?   17 

LE:  By the time I had gotten to the front 18 

entrance, they had already taken the sergeant.  19 

CZ:  Okay.  So back to when you and Officer 20 

Barrett are retreating --  21 

LE:  Uh-huh.  22 

CZ:  -- to your car, did you at any time 23 

hear any more gunshots from the business?   24 

LE:  No.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  So once you guys are behind the 26 

building or behind that tactical cover position --  27 
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LE:  Uh-huh.  1 

CZ:  -- to -- did you ever hear any more 2 

gunshots, period, from anywhere?   3 

LE:  No.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  At any time during this 5 

incident, did you utilize any firearm, shoot any 6 

firearm?   7 

LE:  No.  8 

CZ:  Utilize any weapons or any force 9 

options or any tools that you had on your belt   10 

or --  11 

LE:  No.  12 

CZ:  -- in your hands or on your person?   13 

LE:  No, I did not.  14 

CZ:  Okay.  When you, Officer Barrett, and 15 

the sergeant were originally responding to the 16 

business --  17 

LE:  Uh-huh.  18 

CZ:  -- now we're kind of further back, was 19 

there a order per se, for a second, third --  20 

LE:  Yeah.  21 

CZ:  Okay.  Who was the very first person 22 

in that?   23 

LE:  The sergeant.  24 

CZ:  The sergeant.  Who was the next 25 

person?   26 

LE:  Barrett.   27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And who was the third person?   1 

LE:  Myself.  2 

CZ:  Okay.  When you and Officer Barrett 3 

arrived on scene, you guys drove there, correct?   4 

LE:  Uh-huh.  5 

CZ:  Were you guys the first law 6 

enforcement on scene, in your opinion, based on 7 

what you could see at that time?   8 

LE:  Yes.  9 

CZ:  Okay.  You didn't see any other 10 

black-and-white patrol cars?   11 

LE:  Nothing.  12 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember before 13 

responding, right after you guys, you and Officer 14 

Barrett got there, do you remember having any 15 

conversations with anybody from inside the 16 

business; either identifying the suspect, what the 17 

suspect was wearing or anything like that?   18 

LE:  I remember at some point somebody 19 

yelled he's wearing all black.  20 

CZ:  Okay.  Do you remember who or --  21 

LE:  I don't remember.  22 

CZ:  -- where that came from?  Okay.   23 

LE:  No.  There was so many people talking 24 

to us and running by and --  25 

CZ:  Okay, okay.  And did you have a chance 26 

to, before our conversation here today, to review 27 
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the video footage from your -- your -- the patrol 1 

vehicle that you were in, the -- I believe you 2 

guys call the MVAR system?   3 

LE:  Yes.  4 

CZ:  Did you have the opportunity to review 5 

that footage with your representative before?   6 

LE:  Yes.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  And --  8 

BR:  Was that -- was that footage audio and 9 

video?   10 

LE:  It -- yes.   11 

BR:  Okay.   12 

LE:  But you can't really see 'cause of 13 

where the -- you can't see the entrance or any of 14 

that.  15 

BR:  Okay.  16 

CZ:  Entrance of Borderline?   17 

LE:  Yes.  18 

CZ:  Okay.  You mention earlier our    19 

first -- our first conversation, that you had 20 

loaded a round inside the shotgun.   21 

LE:  Uh-huh.  22 

CZ:  At what point did you load that round 23 

inside the shotgun?   24 

LE:  When I got it out of the car.  25 

CZ:  Okay.  And why did you do that?   26 

LE:  In case I had to shoot it.   27 
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CZ:  Okay.  And why did you think you would 1 

have to shoot it?   2 

LE:  Because there was an -- somebody 3 

shooting.  4 

CZ:  Okay.  And how did that make you feel 5 

to know that someone's shooting?   6 

LE:  Concern.  7 

CZ:  Okay.  What kind of concern?   8 

LE:  Concern on how many people had been 9 

injured because of the amount of gunshots that I 10 

had heard.  11 

CZ:  Okay.  At any time from the time the 12 

incident started to -- to the -- to now, did 13 

Officer Barrett tell you what he saw or what he 14 

was shoot -- shooting at?   15 

LE:  No.  16 

CZ:  Did he ever mention if he shot someone 17 

or shot the suspect?   18 

LE:  No.  19 

CZ:  Did he ever say anything about 20 

stopping the threat or shooting the threat?   21 

LE:  No.  22 

CZ:  Okay.  Did you get injured at all?   23 

LE:  No.  24 

CZ:  Okay.   25 

BR:  I have one, one last question.  26 

Besides your representative --  27 
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LE:  Uh-huh.  1 

BR:  -- after this incident, did you talk 2 

to anybody about what you guys experienced there?   3 

LE:  No.  4 

CZ:  Sorry, I'm going through my notes real 5 

quick to see if there's anything else that I 6 

didn't cover.  Okay.  I don't have any other 7 

questions.     8 

Is there -- is there anything else that we 9 

haven't asked you that you feel is important for 10 

us to know in this investigation?   11 

LE:  No.   12 

CZ:  Okay.     13 

Do you have any other quick questions?   14 

BR:  I would just say this.     15 

This, we're doing a big investigation.  You 16 

know, there's a lot of people involved and what 17 

have you; in the future, would you be willing to 18 

speak with us and with your representative present 19 

if we end up deciding that we have additional 20 

questions to ask?   21 

LE:  Yes.  22 

BR:  Okay.   23 

CZ:  Okay.  Okay.     24 

Officer Espinoza, thank you.   25 

BR:  Thank you, Lidia.   26 

LE:  Thank you, guys.   27 
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CZ:  The time is 9:04 a.m. and we're going 1 

off the record.  2 
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